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DHE two onde Parts being, 
> -not unkindly receiv'd,/ have 
encourag'd me to this Third At- 
tempt. "The Subjects I have choſen. 


are conſiderable enough to appear. 


They bear a_ great Sway in the 
World; and the happy- iſſues of 
Life depend. very, much upon our 
reſpective Behaviour. And when 
the Concern is. of ſuch weight, 


there, muſt of Courſe be Matter to 
ſuggeſt, and Reaſons ro prove it 
by And' therefore if the Reader's 
ill entertain'd, the barrenneſs of 


the Author, and not of rhe Argu- 
ment, 1s to anſwer fort, _ 
To be ſomewhat particular: 


Az. .  appont 


The Buſineſs of theſe Papers is to. 
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the Ground is moſt Sli ery. kg. 
ro dire the Crizid; kd 

brivns"of tur Pfogre refs 
more ſteady, and prevent us from 


deftroying ourſelves with'the tn- 


: P's the. Diſcredir,. 


wrt webs — 


our Cenſures, and- our Paſſions, 
bbs our Feet vhitc 


mhake the” 


wieldy management 'of ' our- 


Strength. -*Tis to keep! us: from 
ſticking in the Surface of Things, | 
from docing upot! Pageantry, and 
ſetting onr Honor ard ou Con- 


(cietice towSflea fi bos ;! | 
1 have likewiſe, a to 


the Danger, 
and the Injuſticeof': an latemperatc 


and Licentions Practice z'''to dil- 


charge unneceflary Scruples, and 7 
| diſenrangle a Cafe which feem'd | 
ſomewhar perplext: Andlaftly, to 


raiſe the Ideaof Religion, and give 


a juſt value to Things and Perſons, 


of the greateſt Prgvity and Con- 
CErn, MOEN 54 
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The Pave: x. 


; ne moſt of hell: Heads; I habe 
pitch'd' upon-tlie Fornt of a Dia- 
; Hogue; 'by this Fi&ion: 'ofi 'a/ 'Con- 


. ference, the. Reaters Fanicy' -is 


ſeems [to have 'the fairer. 'Tryal, 


when the Plamilf and Defendant 
are in Court. However all $4b- 


jefts wort ſo well bear this Method, 


| {onlerimes/ better engag'd ,*' atid 
the. Impreſſion goes deepet' ir his | 
Memory. 'Beſfides,: where a-Que- 

| ſtion is to be argu'd on both ſides, 
the Objeftions appear' more naru- 
Tally out of the Mouths 'of the 
PWT, Parties ; And the Cauſe 


hy cherefore for this reaſon, PW. 
for the ſake of Variety, ſome of 
them are treated In a continw'd 
Diſcourſe. 9101 


'With regard to the alditional | 


Tfantiancer ſhall only throw 


in a word or two concerning the 


Ape and Character of the Authors 


tranſlated. 
8. Cyprian was Biſhop af Car- 
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Err  thaget about; "rhe:; 'middle +of | | th e 
> Third Century, and dy "d a' Mar- 
Ws ww rin. that City, "Befs:--be rurn'd 
2  OCheifbianheravght Rhetorick-with . 
2 ES "I grear Repuration : : How well- he 
"a qualify' dforthis P rofeſſion; the 
| legrned Regder-may eabily. judge. 
q - —M -  >Jip: grarited |, his.- Works:: being. 
Et. | moſily-ſpent; on:the Diſcipline.-of 
the Church; caſuiſtical Reſolutions 
 __ *' andCcontroverhal Subjects, he does 
not; often exert{his- Talent, and 
— werite\\upon [the'Stretch. [What 1 
Wo | bove tarn'dinto Eng/i/þ has ſtrong 
=P colouring inthe original, andſcems 
Re  debga'd. to. touch the. Paſhons,: as 
Fas bs well; as)convinge/the Underſtand- 4 
ing: And whichischiefly tobe va- | 
E... _lned, anoble Diſengagementfrom 

ED - the World, anda Spirit of Martyr- 

> gow! is remarkably apparent,.'and 

ſhines our in the. Wricings of this 


Bom. "0 "PRO Nazianzen liv'd in : 
%..44, the'Fourth Century, ang was for 
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rn time Biſhop of Conantinophe. 


K HeEwasa Prelare of'great eminence, 
and affiſted at the Second. General 
| Council. As for his Elocution; the 
' | learned and judicious Monſieur Da 
" = Px does not {cruple to rainy Biblio 
theque 
5 to Demoſthenes, ++ Cent.1v. 
 Salvian, who comes more than 
an: $idred Years after, "was: a fa- 
mous Ecclefiaſtick- at. Marſeills, ; 
and an Author of no ordinary.claſs. 0 
But having furniſh'd ſo. little \of 1 
what he has done I muſt ſay no. 
more about him. 
As to my Eflay on Diſcontent, 
rough Accidents' and. Diſappoint- 
| ments in-Life give ſufficient occa- 
_ fon for that..-And if any thing I 
have ſaid prevails upon the Con- 
_ duet, and ' proves: ſerviceable to- 
the Reader, I ſhall think my ſelf 


oblig'd i in the Succeſs, and reckon 


it the beſt Reward of the Under- 
taking. 
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O begin with a Deſcription of 
the. Subject. Pain is an unac- 
 £ ' ceptable Notice ariſing from 
ſome Diforder in the Body. When the. 


Continuity of the Organ is disjoin'd, 


the Nerves diſcompoſed, and the Mul- 
cles forced 'itito# a foreign Situation ; 
when there's a ſtop upon rhe Spirits, 
when the Parrs don't keep their Ranks, 
bur are beaten out of the Figure which 


Nature has drawn them up in ; then the 
. Mind immediately receives a grating 


Information of ' what has happen'd : 
Which Intelligence is more ot lefs trou- 
bleſome in Proportion to the Diſadvan- 


tage of/the Accident. * Now this unwel- 


come S2nſ2t:0n is what we call Pam. 
However, we are to obſerve, that theſe 
violent Impreſſions are no more than 


occaſional Cauſes of our Uneaſinels : 
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all likelihood be a great Sufferer, and the FJ 
themſelves. The Sea might be frequent- X 


upon them. Our Pain does riot proper- 
ly grow out of this Diſorder, nor pro- | 


Pain was the mere reſult of Matter and i 


There is no natural Connection between 
theſe Damages done to the Body, and 
the Conſtzous Diſturbances conſequent 


ceed from the Operation of rheſe Caules A 
by way of Phyſical Neceſlity. For if 


Motion, the whole Creation would in = 


Elements do terrible Execution upon i 


ly troubled without a Metaphor, and a 


lighted Faggor, it may be, feel as much £ 
as the Martyr that was burnt at the 
_ Stake. But that Con/ezouſne/gand T hought 


are never to be fetch'd out of any Re- 


 yolutions of Matter and Motion, T have 


* Atoral , 
Eſſays, 
patrt-2d. 
under A 
Thought, 


fully prov'd elſewhere, whither I refer # 


the Reader *. But rho' Pain is not pro- Z 


 perly ſtruck our of any Corporeal Scut- 
fle, nor born of the Labour of the Limbs; = 


yet. God has pleas'd ro make ſuch an * 


- Alliance berween the Soul and Body, Z 


that when the latter ſuffers any remar- | 
kable Inconvenience, the other is gene- 
rally made ſenſible of it, and oblig'd to 


condole the Misfortune. If we enquire 


into the Moral End of this Neceſſity, 


why the Soul is forced upon {ach unac- oF 
ceptable Sympathy, and tied down to iſ 


{uch } 
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fach rugged Senſations ; why the Quiet 
of Thought is made fo precarious and 


| dependent, fo liable to the Incurſions of 


Violence, and fo ſubject to the Fate of 
ſtupid and iinſenſible Matter 2 LL Ol 
In anſwer to. this Queſtion, it may be 
returned, thar the Soul is made thus un- 
willingly ſenſible and patſive, that her 
Intereſt may prompr her to a due Care 
of the Body's Preſervation, that ſhe 
may fence oft Decays, and guard the 
better againſt Injury ; beſides, the Body 
is often the worle for the Negligences 
and Ditorders of the Mind. *Tis Jatem- 
perance and Coyctouſucls, 'tis Pride and 
Paſſion, which oftentimes throws the | 
Conſtirution off the Hinges, and makes 
the Senſes ſuffer, For inftance, a Man 
of Choler and Conceir takes fire at an in- 
ſignificant Aﬀront, ruſhes into a Quar- 
rel, has his Head broke, and it may 
be his Limbs racked, into the Bar- 
gain; now when a Wound is thus im- 
pertinently made, ought it not to put 
the Parent to lome Trouble ? He that's 
thus prodigal of his Perſon, and makes 
his Limbs ſerve in an ill Cauſe, ought 
to. meet with a Mortification : The Pu- 
niſhment is but a juſt Return for the 


4 Pride, and the Smart, it may be, the 
beſt Cure for the Folly. Indeed, Paitn 
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is ofreutimes the juſt Conſequence of 
Misbehaviour : People run themſelves 
out of Breath with their Fancies, and 
chop too cagerly at the Bait of Pleaſare, 
Their Averfions and - Deſires are gene- 
rally much too ſtrong, and when the 
Hand is over-graſp'd,  'tis apt to ake. 
Thus Men groan under the Opprefiion 
of their Vice; ſer their own Limbs up- 
on the rack, and may frequently thank 
themſelves for the Penance of their 
Senſes. Sometimes they think their Me- 
'rit ill entertain'd, and that Providence 


_ overlooks their Condition ; theſe Refle-_ 
Eions overcaſt and ſettle into Melancho- & 


ly and Spleen, for that's the Engliſh of 
this w/e Diſeaſe; thus the Mind raiſes 
a Battery againſt the Body, the Thoughts 
are play'd upon the Health, and the 
Conſtitution batter'd to pieces. And 
whence comes all this Misfortune, but 


from over-rating our Pretenſions ; for- 


getting our Failings, and not confider- 
ing the Courſe and Temper of the 
World ? *Tis trae, Pain is not fo pecu- 
liarly ty'd ro Miſmanagement, as not to 
be mer' with elſewhere: Efforts of Vir- 
rue are ſometimes troubleſome, and' a 
Wound will ſmart tho* recciv'd in De- 
fence of our Prince and Countfey. Pain 
therefore in ſuch caſes ſeems permirred 
2 a to 
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to take hold of us, to:try our Integrity, 
and raiſe the Merit. of a good Action. 
'Tis granted, *'rwould be a great Conve- 
nience- if we could /parry againſt Pain, 
and put by a Pals at Pleaſure. If the 
Senſe of Feeling could ſleep, or flip out 
of the way, till a Wound was cured, and 
the Cauſes of Anguiſh removed ; if the 
Soul, I ſay, could dilcngage a little from 
the Body, and not be at home upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, it would be a conſiderable 
Privilege : Bur Matters are ordered 0- 
therwiſe, and we mult not expect to be 
impregnable in this World. | 
_ However we have no reaſon to com- 
plain of the Rigours of Providence, for 
Life has generally an apparent Over- 
balance of Advantage. And upon a 
Computation we thall find the Total of 
Satisfaction much greater .than that of 
Inconvenience : Which conſidering the 
defencelets State of onr Senſes, and. how 
{trangely they lie open to Pain, is a 
wonderful. Bleſſing : I lay, a wonderful 
Bleſſing; for the Poflibility of Pain 
hangs almoſt upon every Atome, we 
may be hit 'at all Quarters, and ſtung. 
and ſtabb'd in every Pore. Now tho' 
*tis impoſſible to be Proof againſt Pain, 
the Queſtion is, Whether all People are 
equally paſſive, and feel the ſame de- 
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grees of it upon the fame Occaſion : 
May-not a difference in Age, Bulk, or 

Conſtirution, make a Change in the 
Senſation? One ſhould think when the 
Senſcs are moſt affefed with delightful 
Perceptions, they ſhould be moſt expos'd 
| to the contrary: And that when they 
arc capable of being belt pleas'd, they 
ſhould likewiſe be capable of being moſt 
perſecuted : In this cafe, their Keenneſs 


and Vigour ſeems to make them more 


liable ro be diſobliged. And may . we 
not from hence conclude, that the Edge 
of Pain muſt be ſomewhat turn'd in old 
Age ? The Sight and Hearing; the Taſte, 
and the Smelling, dwindle and decay 


by the length of Time, and why then 


ſhould we ſuppoſe the Touch continues 
entire and undifabled ? Are we only 
laſting in the Faculties that puniſh us ? 


To procecd to a Reply to the reſt of 


the Queſtion ? *Tis not the Brawn of a 
Man's Arm, nor the Robuſtneſs of his 
Limbs that can proteCt him from feel- 
ing a Blow: A Giant's Wound 1marts 


'no leſs than a Dwarf's, tho' it may be 


| the firſt may not think it ſo decent to 
_ complain. And yet ſeveral of Homer's 


Heroes make a lamentable Buſineſs of 


a Fleſh Wound : But without doubr a 
: EO he off 
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| off by the Force of the Mind, -by a ſtrong 
Senſe of Honour and Shame, by a Con- 
{ſciouſneſs of Innocence and Merit, and 


aboye all, by the comfortable Expedta- 
tions of another World. 


The OJfoicks were fo fanciful, as to - 
maintain that Paz was nothing of an 


Evil: Let's-hear how they go to work : 


Nothing, ſay they, but what's ſcanda- 
Tous and immoral, ought to be reckon'd 


an Evil. And thus by begging a Prin- 


_Ciple, equivocating in the Terms, and 


chopping a little Logick, they think ro 
diſarm the Impreſſions of Violence, and 
make the Patient inlenſible of his Ma- 
lady. You tell me there's no Vice and 
Wickednelſs in Pain: A-mighty Diſco- 
very | Who knows not that there's no- 
thing of moral Turpitude in the Head- 
ach, and that the Cho/:ck is neither Fe- 


| lony nor Treaſon ? Bur that's not the 


Point ; pray leave off your Sophiſtry, 


and make it out to me that Torture and 
2 Diſeaſes are no manner of Check to Sa- 
= tisfaQtion, and that a Man may be eve- 


ry jot as happy with the Gout or Stone, 
as without them. I tell you then, re- 


plies the Stoick Philoſopher , that Vir- 


tue is of it ſelf a ſufficient Fund ſor 
Happineſs; bur ſince you preſs me I muſt 
add, that Pain is one of thole Gueſts 
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that ought tobe refuſed Admiſſion, and 
fent ps to ſoon as 'may be. Why 


ſo I beſeech you: Becauſe 'tis a rough 


nacourtly Perception, 'tis unfriendly ro: 
Nature, it has an ugly Sting in't, and 


'tis oftentimes hard to deal with it hand- 


ſomely. Very well! And is not this 


Confeſſion a plain yielding of the Cauſe ? 


Can there be a fuller Deſcription of an 


Evil than this amounts to ? For to fay. 
that Pain is ragged and raking upon the 
Touch, that *ctis Nature's Averfion, and 
that we haye much ado to manage it, is 


in earneſt to make a very bad thing on't. 
And which is worſt of all, the Confel- 
fion is true; but then People ſhould 


not pretchd to maintain an impractica- 


ble Poſt, nor give Senſe and Experience 
the Lye. (FA AGTOR 10 Sf2LG3 
To pretend there's nothing Gooa, but 
whar's juſt -and honourable, nor any 
thing £04, but what's baſe and unwor- 


thy, is a noble way of Talking: And 


T ſhould believe it roo, if I found that 
none but Knayes,Cowards, and Libertines, 


felr any Pain. This ſwaggering of the 
S70:cks puts me in mind of Poſſidonins, 


one of that Se; this Philoſopher hap- 
pen'd to be extremely afflicted with the 
Gout, when Pompey the Great did him 


the Honour of aViſitatRhodes; now tho! 
aan | ana Pompey 
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Pompey' deſired him to forbear diſcour- 


ſing, upon-the Score of his. ill Health ; 
yet he was ſo: much a Gentleman, as nor 


ro difappoint ſo great a Perſon: He cn- 


rertains that Gezera/ therefore upon the 
Argument before us, and lying on the 
Couch, pros, coiy upon the S70zcal fide 


of | the Queſtion. And when: he was 


moſt pinch'd and worried by the Fit, he 


would frequently break off, and fay, N+- 


hil agts, dolor ; quamvis ſis moleſtus, nun- 
quam te efſe confitebor malum. Gout , 


youtl not carry your Point, for tho' you 
are impertinent and troublefome, I'll 


ne'er own you to be an il thing while I 
have Breath to draw. Now this Rhodo- 


montade is bur a ridiculous piece of Vani- 


ty, 'tis little better than flouriſhing the 


s 


Colours with his Back to the Enemy, and 


_ crying Quarter with an Air of Confidence. 


If the Pain was not ſomewhat too big for 
him, why did he take notice of it {o un- 


feafonably 2 Why was he fo uncourtly as. 


to make a Halt in his LeFure, bcfore 


| Pompey the Great ? To give ſuch broad 


Signs of Uneaſineſs, and confels the Di- 
ſtemper troubleſome, and yet to deny it 
to be an ill Accident, is mere Foppery 
and Canting. 


= Ir muſt be granted then, that Pain is 
= Aa great Incumbrance upon, Happincls, 


but 
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bur that 'tis the worſt thing that can 


happen to us is by no means to be af-_ 
' ferted :- An ill Action is a much more 


formidable Misfortune, We ought to 
fuffer the utmoſt Extremity of Hardſhip 
rather than ſurrender our Innocence, de- 


ſert our Station, of do any thing unbe- 
_ coming the Dignity of our Nature. And 


when we are let mou with any Tryals 
of this kind, we ſhould take Care not 


to give way to any mean Compliance, 
' Nor be over-born with the Terror of the 


Obje&t; not to murmur againſt Provi- 
dence, fly out into Impatience, or diſ- 


cover our lelves 'overcome. To fum- 


mon in our Spirits, and look Danger in 


the Face, is the beſt way to ward off 


the Blow, and break the Force of Vio- 
lence. Courage is a fort of Armour to 


the Mind, and keeps an unwelcome Im- 


preſſion from driving fo deep into Per- 


ception: He that ſtands bold and ſtrong, 


is not fo eafily pulh'd down. However, 
when the Enemy ſtrikes hard, and a 


Man has a great deal to grapple with, 
ſomething will be felr in ſpite of all the 


ny imaginable. And here it mnſt 
be ſaid, thar to bear Pain decently, is 
a good ſign of inward Strength, and a 


handiome proof of a' great Mind. Such 


a Perſon is well prepar'd to maintain his 
_ Reaſon, 
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He is fortified againſt Outrage and Ty- 
ranny; and if he throws up his Honeſty, 
and reſigns to his Eafe, and his Intereſt, 
he is -the more' unpardonable. Indeed 


moſt People may have Courage if they 


will but awaken their Spirits, and exert 
themſelves. The Scandal of Misbeha- 


viour, and the danger of a cowardly 


Compliance, is ſufficient, when well 
thought on, to fright us into Reſolution : 
Audaces cogtmur efſe metu. 


_ Thus a Woman mentioned by Z#ſe- 
_ bits, who was going to renounce' her 


Faith, and facrifice to Idols, was ſo af- 


feed with the Sight of a Martyr burn- 


ing at the Sake, that ſhe recovered her 


moy'd for Execution ;_ wiſely confider- 


ing that 'twas much more eligible ta 
burn a few Minutes with a good Con- 

ſcience, than for ever: with a bad one. 
To be plain; there's no Guard for Ho- 


nour or Conſcience, unleſs the Mind is 
well ſteel'd, and harden'd to a Temper 


of. Endurance. Unleſs a Man can re- 


concile himſelf to Suffering, and keep 
his Spirits above Water, *tis in vain to 
pretend to Principles : Where Fear has 


the Aſcendant all Virtue grows preca- 


riqus, and is ready fo ſurrender at Dif- 


? | cretion, 


Fortitude, own'd her Chriſtianity, and 
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cretion.'' For inſtance;, how can a Man 
_ pretend; to prudence that toſſes like a 

Bull-in'a Net under his Pain; gives way 
to the Exceſſes of Clamour and Deſpair, 
and rages or laments to no purpoſe ? 
Whar Juſtice can you expect from that 
Perſon' that prefers his Eaſe to. his Ho- 
neſty 2 Fright him with a troubleſome 
Confinement, ſhew him but an Ax, or 
a Halter; and he will deſert his Friend, 
berray his Truſt, and go any other 
Lengths of Meanneſs, and Freachery. 
In ſhort, he that can't ſtand the' Shock 
of Pain, and part with his Limbs, or 
his Life upon occaſion, can never be 
firm in his Duty, nor true to his En- 


* I grant 'tis no cafie Task to come up 
co this pitch of Fortitude : However, the 
force of Cuſtom and Principle , Vigour 
of Thought, and Nobleneſs of Reſoluti- 
on, - will go a great way in the Matter. 
— Thus ZaZly tells us, that the Spartan 
Boys when they were laſh'd at the Al- 
tar till their Bowels were laid bare, and 
ſometimes till they were quite dif- 
patch'd, would neyer ſo much as groan, 
or whimper. After this we need not 
wonder at what he reports of thole | 
that play'd Prizes at the Olympick Games, 
that when-they had their Sides wore, S 
an 
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aid alitioft pounded to'a' Jelly ; with 


Iron Ganrlets, they took no notice of _ 


the Misfortune. ' He goes on, and re- 
lates that the Roman Gladiators were 1o 
little afraid” of their Fleſh, that they 


_ choſe rather to receive a Cut than avoid 


ir unhandſomely. Thar they valued no- 
thing fo much as giving Content to the 


Company : That when they were hack'd . 


and hew'd oft their Legs, they would 


ſend to their Maſters to enquire their 
Pleaſure; Letting them know ,* that if. 


they had not ſeen Sport enough, they 
were willing to divert them to the laſt 


drop in their Veins. Was ever, ſays 


Tully, any Fencer, worth the naming, 


heard ro groan upon a Hit ? Which of 


them ever chang'd Colour at a Wound, 
or had the leſs Blood in his Face, for 
ſecing it run out -of his Body + Which 
of them loſt his Courage before his 
Limbs, or ſo much. as tumbled with any 
fear about him? And even after they 
were fallen, when did they refuſe to 
lay their Throat fair, or ſhrink in their 
Neck at. the diſpatching Blow ? Thus 


we fee how much Exerciſe, Stomach, 


and reſolute Thinking, will fortifie the 
Mind againſt Pain. bh 


"Thus Zeno Eleates Er to the 


utmoſt Severity, rath& rhan diſengage 


| himſelf 


CEN 26>—wergS etangh wah amce 
DEED IE RS ee enmeeiaeeen—_— 
= : = 


- ——— 
ys eee erm "ED SIC <p ene 
— — = 


Po 


_—_ —— _— 


goa nay” {kn ac en ee 
————— 


——— 
— 


peg 
-_ _Y p_— 
Non - TIE <<IES 


by my 9 


m__ nn 2 BAI AP. GFA CNA API I II An 
* <8 


ju *' a 4 p 


24 AA Moxrat Essar 


——_— 
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 Anaxarchus defied the Menaces of N:- 
cocreon King of Cyprus, and told him he 
mighr beat him in a Mortar, if he had 
4 mind to't: And Calanns an Indian Bra- 
min, laid himſelf down upon his Fune- 
ral Pile with ſuch Compolſedneſs, as if. 
he could have ſlept upon Fire and Fag- 
+, c) ES | '- 94 
. But theſe Inſtances of Fortitude among 
the Heathen are not common: They are 
{celdom met with unleſs in People train'd 
up to Hardſhip, Blows, and Martial Dil- 
Ccipline. But among the Chr:/tzans this 
{ſupream degree of Courage was no Ra- 


himſelf upon the Terms of Ignominy ; 


Fuſeb. rity. Here Perſons of the tendereſt Age, - 


=. - of the moſt unfortified Sex, of the moſt 
unpromiſing Education, encountred the i 

Fury of wild Beaſts, the Torture of EZ 
Racks, and Fire, without ſhrinking at 

. the Terror, or fainting under the Exc- 
Lafant, Ccution. They frequently did not 1ſo 
much as give a Groan; or ſhew the 

leaſt Uneaſineſs in Look or Poſture : 

_ Tho' ar the ſame time their Perſecutors 
ſtrain'd their Wit and their Malice, both in 

the Length and Extremity of the Puniſh- 

ment. To be thus reſcued from Pain 

under all the Inſtruments of Cruelty, 

was: no leſs than miraculous ; *T'was a 

SATO AS viſible 
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viſible Interpoſition of Heaven, and an 
indiſputable Evidence of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity. To ſtate the Manner and 


1s it may be too much for us. Howe- 
the uſual Correſpondence between the 
Reciprocation of Motions and Thoughts 
put by; or elſe the Mind was ſupernatu-_ 
rally hardened to ſuch a prodigious de- 
ina Tempeſt. To repel the rudeſt Shock 


without Trouble, and be rather a Spe- 
Ctator, that a Partner in the Damages 


Children cry out, and put them beyond 
Patience. Thus in the caſc of the Mar- 


were privileged from Arreſt. Sometimes 


| been ſuſpended, the Force of the Ele- 
ments chain'd up, and the occaſional 
_ Cauſes of *Pazs kept at a Diſtance ; this 


came unhurt out of Nebuchadnezzar's 


_ upon. P A I N. Es I'5 
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examine the Proceſs of the Deliverance, 
ever we may fay in general, that either 


Soul and Body was diſcontinued, the 


oree, as to ſtand unmov'd like a Rock 


done to the Body. Thus a Man will 
be unconcern'd at a Blow, thar will make 


tyrs, tho' the Limbs were paſſive and 
defencelels, the Senſes were cxtraordi- 
narily proteCted, and the Mind as it 


the Laws of Matter and Motion have 


was the Cale of the three Children who Dar. 3. 


Fiery Furnace. And ſomething like it oo 
happen'd at St. Polycarp's Manyroon, - FA 
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the Flames being obſerv'd to ſtand off, 
and nor touch his Body , which oblig'd 
the Executioner to diſpatch him with a 
E.G {07 Ts 

Thus God has been pleas'd to appear 
þ his Omnipotence, tro over-rule the 
/Creation ; and exert his Prerogative in 
defence of his Servants. Neither> was 
the Merit of the Martyrs the leſs for the 
Miracle of their Protc&tion : For 'twas 
a noble At of Faith to throw themſelves 


upon Providence, to ſtand the Event, | 


and face Death under the moſt frightful 
Form. They were not always certain they 
ſhould be proof againſt the Fire and the 
Lyons, that they ſhould ſlip. through 
Torture without Pain, and have a Lane 
made ſo eaſily into the other World. 
They were not, I fay, always ſure of 
this : For lomeximes the Courſe of Na- 
ture was. dro go on, and the Ene- 
| ny let looſe upon them. 
"Tis true, they were firmly perſuaded 
that God would ſtrengthen their Pa- 
tience, and keep them from ſinking in 
the Combat : But the Degrees of their 
Privilege, or how far they ſhould be 
liable ro ſuffer, was, I belieye, a Secret 
with which they were not always pre- 
acquainted. *'Tis certain, they were re- 
_ folv'd to ſtand the Eyent, and prepar'd 
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oy the eworty ; thus Shadrach, Aebarh 
and Abetnego, believed God wornld de: 
| 7verthem out of the Kink s Hand: Bat 
| | had the Profpedt been more difmal, they 
ova tefolv'd not ro comply with 1dola- 


whom we ſerve is able, and will deli- 
ver us from the burning fiery Furnace ; 


that we will not ſerve thy Gods, not 


S 
5 WM worhip the Golden Tmage which thou 


> WW buf A up. But if not! This was a 


Courage much grearer than charging up 
s to the Cannon's Mouth: *Twas ſo, be- 


brav'd 'the | greateſt Terror imaginable. 
And therefore it muſt be ſaid, that 'ris 
EZ the 'Paſſiveneſs of our Citcumſtarices 
© which taiſes the Merit of the //2//, and 
i thar the Strength of our Virtue depends 
= on the Weakneſs of our Condition. Some 
© Bcings are roo big for Fortitude : With- 
= our Death, or Danger, there can be no 
= Courage properly ſpeaking. The Com- 
mendation of rhe Service is in a manner 
@ loſt where there's nothing ro Ffee/, not 
© to fear. If a Man ktiows himſelf thot- 


.; ruſh into the hotreſt of the Fire. Where 
f there's 


glorious Reſighation, and an Inſtance of 


I],1 


but if not, be it known unto thee, O Kt mg, 


| cauſe they | were willing to ſecure their In- 
nocence at ſo high an Expence, and 


free, I ſhould not wonder to ſee him 


Their Anſwer was this, Our God Pan. 3: 


: 4 . - "F< _ Go 64 wy as Sn i od ns A b | F 
> *>.4& 3.6 3% #4 ws 3 o . V **. . Ee l . Ht WV. v 
" X , ., £ 


a D _ 
ke 


IR 


$56 nn Aer Oy Ne 


p-, <4 «* Bus _ * > . ' * Th oy wy»; 
Wy I 
. oo <P> # * $95, Ae ara +4 P + arty gr: + ew PI Wy ; "WU NP * EPs 
ou 11 'NLORAL Es of, & ng 
f £ ; Þ ; T 4 . q S \ 
% - p —_— ®, "% LESS W 
7 ? k \ 


—_— 


_ there's:.no Inconvenicnce to: venture; nor 
any. thing to. menace the Senles, there 
ſeems. to: be- no+ room. for Bravery : In 
this Caſe, the Force of a noble Inclina- 
tion is not fo: fully furniſh'd with an Op- 
 portunity of ſhewing it ſelf. And, 
_ -, Therefore. methinks the Heathen Po- | 
_ ets were to. blame for making their He- | 
roes. invulnerable. . To ſee them fwag- 
- ger in impenetrable Armour, and owe 
molt of their Exploits ro Vulcan's Forge, 
'is no ſuch ſhining, Advantage. Their 
Courage undet this Security,” is. much 
| the ſame as it would. be for. a Curaſſier 
_ to: fight a, naked Man who. had nothing 
to ſtrike with but a Bulroſh: , Not buc 
that an impregnable-Nature is a mighty 
Privilege, and well;worth, the .chafing; | 
if- we ,could have ir. But . as things 
ftand,, Paſveneſs is very. kexviceable to 
the Order and Quiet: of Life. Without 
being ſubject;,to. the Pain, of Diſcipline, | 
Children would rebel berimes; - they | 
would often poliſh and improve very | 
heavily, be Giants in their #74, and | 
Dwarts in their Underſtanding z - the 
Fear of Gaols and Gibbets keeps, many | 
a Man honeſt in his Hands, that's a 
Thief in his Heart. Wirhour being a- 
larm'd by the Uneaſfineſs of Poverty, 
Pcople would fleep gver hent Copncly' 7 
5 3 9 ay; ris 


ten FA wad i a > A P—— Po” a—_— LC a RR TIEN, ni $ OE 


. «a@2r2 yy _ BS %- ” 
_ Ss. 
PIE ons Ef - 


LE — 


0 » S440 
; - + ih SR bY: y 3 PROD elit is. = 3 nt. 
| 4 
. 4 4 "# E | , $4 A 

7 2upen 'Þ 

. - .? , . } 
- L ; e » # 
n ' p 

- ; ' : ' 


s < as; * 
$# 


. 

7 
F _ 

” * 

% o 

. « * a 2 
Wi > FOO WO OR 
- 


wy 


Arts dnd Stiences would'lic ſtrangely itt 
the Oar," and! the World make a very 


clumfy Figure: ' '* 


*And+ to * conclude this Remark tis 
Obnoxiouſnefs to /aftr; that makes Au- 
thority praticable,” that 'gives Life ro 
Lew, and Significaney to | Govern: 
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- And'fince Pain' bears ſoigreat a Sway, 
and has ſuch an awful,” over-ruling In- 


fluence;- T wonder Epicarnus could be to 


extravagant 'as ro- affirm that his //7/2 

| Man would carcfs the Rack, and be in 
| Raprures with Phalaris's Bull: As if a 
ze. 


Braitis* could make 'a 'Man- infenfſible ! 


As 'if a'ticky Thought could ſtop the Liv. :. 


EZ Rage'of Fire, "or make Plcaſure- emerge 
© our of T6tment !' This is' feruing-up: the 
Strings too. high in altConſcience, 'and. 
| earrying the Matter ro the urmot Plain- 


7 


neſs 'of Cottradidtion.'' And beſides, to 
brag ar 'this rate, becomes Epi/curns the 
worſt ' bf -any Body” living: For he. 1s 
not aſhary'd to' rell-us''thar Pain is the 
only Evi/ in Nature! and the ſtrongeſt 
Obje&t of Averfion.”' And after all this, 
can hc he'To hardy 'as/to! make a zſe 


| Man take Satisfaction in being roaſted P 

If he:cant bear Pain With Decency,-and 

@ Superiority 'of Temper; 'he has given a 
| fair Inſtance of his Fi 


wneſs,” and Philo- 
ES lophy © 
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out; if he does not fall into Abjefion: 
and Tmpatience, *ctis enough for his Cha- 

raCter : We'll allow him: his Feeling, 
and ne'er find fault with him for confet- 

fing that Torture is troubleſome. Nay,. 
Tully and Seneca will give us leave to 

groan a little in the Caſe. But then we 
muſt not cry craven; the Noiſe muſt be 
bold, and fſurly; ic maſt be only to- 
throw more Spirits into the Muſcles, and 
help us to repel the Attack with greater 


fophy_:- If he does not; howl' and: roar. 


Vigour. ; | SEETANS 
_ Now ſince Pam is ſo troubleſome a 
Companion, who would not endeavour: 
to live without it as far as Conſcience 
and Conſtitution will allow 2 To run 
the risk of being plagued a great while 
fox a hictle Pleaſure, is egregious Folly :: 
"Fis a ſign our Appetites are ungoverna- 
ble, and that Reafon runs low with us. * 
And yet this is the beſt Bargain Peoples 
Vices generally make for them : Are not 
the prodigal oftentimes put into a long, 
eourſe of Poverty ; and forced to do Pe- 
nance without Deyotion ? And does nor 
Intemperance puniſh the Health, much 
more than it obliges the Palate? 
To proceed; It may be demanded 
within this Subjeq, whether the Repe- 
tition of the Caules of Paz abates the 
"Vo | Senſe 
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| Senſe of it : To this it may be anſwer'd, 
that Cuſtom has no ſmall Sway in this 
Matter. Women nſed to Sickneſs will 
bear the Fatigues of it better 'than Men 
of a healthy Conſtitution. How comes 
this to paſs? Are the Organs worn up, 
and ſtupified ? Or tis the Mind grown 
callous by being accuſtomed to Blows, 
and Battering ? Tully obſerves that the 
Canls, Germans, and Spaniards, were 
very brave in the Fze/d, would hollow lbid. 
and ſhout after a Wound, and yet theſe 
Men could nor ſtand the Approach of a , 
Dileaſe, but wonld lie down and how! 
upon the Bed at the moſt cowardly rate 
imaginable; whereas the Grecrans, who 
had nor half this Fighting Mertle, would 
work through the Gor? or Srone, with 
much more Fortitude and Temper. And 
yet a Sword and a Surgeon generally 
handle a Man's Limbs more ruggedly 
_ than a Diſcaſe. Whar's the reaſon then 
that thoſe who can ſtruggle with a grea- 
ter Difficulty, ſhould give way to a leſs? 
Becauſe their Reſolution was awaken'd, 
and their Paſſions warm'd in one caſe, 
and not in the other. The Importance 
| of the Conteſt, the Defire of Glory and 
ed EE Revenge had fo fortified and employ'd_ 
xx- WB their Thoughts, that they had ſcarce 
he BE Leiſure to atrend to any thing but get- 
m = C 3 -___ ny 
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ting Fr YAO: 'Ths theſe Gauls, &e.. 
 were:; almoſt roo; great or too: buly, to 
feel a Wound, or |take notice of ..the 


Fortune of - their Per/oz. But , when 


they. were ſet upon by. a Diſtemper their 
Spirits. were coo], and -their Mind un- 


bent: They had no Plunder. to expect, 
no hopes of a higher. Poſt, nor: ſo, much | 
as. the Adyantage of Drum; or Trum- 


per-to- encourage/them.” Beſides ,.\ their 


Brains, as they manag'd, could do little 


for them, when' they were fick. Where- 


as the Grecians, who. were better po- 
liſh'd,” could make; their Education fer- 
viceable, call in Reaſon to. their Aſſilt- 
ance, and re-inforce. their Patience. with 
Thinking. fy 

To come cowards a }ranng. 1h Since 
Pain is not the neceſſary reſult of Mar- 
ter and Motzon ; as I think I have pro- 
ved to Demonſtration that it is not *, 
we may from hence infer, 

1/7, That we may be reach'd by Pain, 
tho' we were. nothing but pure Spirit : 
For ſince Corporeity can never be refined 
ro Thought, nor Atomes made capablc 
of Conſciouſneſs, *twill follow that the 
Soul, tho' never ſo much. diſengag'd, 
and uncompounded, may be as liable to 
dolorous Senſations, as if ſhe had the 
Body of a Giant about her. Thus we 
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may. . be | hungry, -withont,-.a 'Sromach, 
rack'd w ithout Limbs,,,ahd Ntabb'd with - 
out either «the 4x/ira#ments or the 'Or- 
gains of. Pain : In ſhort, | all thoſe ;trou- 
[ve Fg Perceptions which now ſeize 
us through our Senſes,” may as intelligi- 
bly affect us without, them; ſince [the 
whole»Proceſs and Force. of the Execu- 
t:0u depends ſolely on the Pleaſure: of 
the-f7r/t Canje. For to {peak plainly, 
Matter. and Motion are but bare | #-o Kal 
04, the Sentmments both of Pain, ' and 
- = Satrsfadion, being/immediately beſtow'd 
- K by God himſelf, - CHEN 
* 2dty, If it be demanded. whether a 
Thought can rack a Man as much as bo- 
dily Pain, it! may be an{wered in the at- 
= firmative:. For God-who is perfectly Ma- 
- = fter of the Creature, can cafily ſtrike 
- EZ without the Interyention of Matter. 
> = Onmnipotence needs no Afliſtance either | . 
| | tro punith or to pleaſe. Beſides, Body 
, and Spzrit- are fo very foreign, and un- 
: = reſembling, that they can neither act 
d | nor ſuffer teciprocally, or entertain any 
c © Commerce.with each other, by virtue 
e *# of their reſpective Qualities and Nature. 
=” And therefore the Mind can loſe no Ca- 
 pacity for Puniſhment by being diſen- 
tangled from Matter. 
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«ally, Since' Pe is obs: pevinediare "Ml 
flidtion of the Divine Will; we may ex- 
- that in the Future State, the De- 
 grees of it will-be/rais'd,  and' the Ser- 
Zence charg'd in © Proportion to- the 
Crimes of the! Malefactor. '' Then the 
unhappy Perſon will be made more paſ: 
five in the Oey and: Fee for En- 
durance. © 
Ar preſent, *tis' a great- Bleſſing of 
Providence, thar Pain can rake no faſter 
hold -of us. | That when rhe Paroxyſm 
grows violent, and the Anguiſh otitrag1- 
ous, the Spirit is quickly releas'd, -and 
ſuffer to retire;  God' has ſo merciful- 
ly order'd the oaks; : that the Exrremity 
of Torment ſhould quickly break 'rhe 
Senſes, and. extinguiſh the Puniſhment. 
Nay ſometimes in the' height of 'a Fe- 
yer, When the Veins are all on fire; 
when 'the occaſional Cauſes of Pain are | 
moſt active and formidable ; the Soul is 
as it were taken aſide, and: the Feeling | 
laid afleep for a little time : - Jult 'as if 
a Man ſhould have a friendly Pull ont x 
of a Houle when part of it- was'tum- | 
bling, and nor ſuffer'd ro go in till *rtwas 
betrer repair'd. To lie thus under thet- 
ter till che Storm of the Dileale is ſome- 
what over, is next to a Miracle of Mer- 
oF in the Pe of .---- 
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--\Were the Union of the Soul and Bo- 
dy ſo contriv'd, that the Extremity_of 
{ "Pain could prey upon us for Months or 
Years together,' were we ſo unhappy as 
to grow under Forment, and like Pro- 
methens be renew'd as faſt as we waſted, 
Patience  wonld- have a ſevere Trial : 
In ſuch a Caſe the Power of ill Men 
would be frightfally enlarg'd, and the 
Practice of Virrae 'become much more 
hazardous, and difficulr. But God has 
been pleas'd nor to ſet the Terms of 
Obedience fo high, nor give Malice 
and Cruelty ſo great an. Advantage. 
'Tyrants muſt put good People out of 
their Pain in a lictle time, tho' never 
lo unwilling. For Torment like a Storm 
dpends it ſelf, and is deſtroy'd by its 
| Dwks Force::5 1 5s: 01, 36060..27 
The beſt Enſurance againſt any Acci- 
derit of this Nature, will be to manage 
with that Regularly, that when we 
are attack'd either by Diſeaſes wirhzn, 
or Violence from wzthour, we may have 
nothing bur Corporeal Pain to fſtrug- 
gle with. When a Man: 4s ealy in his 
'Thoughts, and tolerably pleas'd with the 
Courſe' of his Actions, he is well pre- 
pared for the Combat: Innocence is a 
bold Quality, and Virtue a moſt admi- 
{ rable Defence. | It throws Chearfulnelſs 
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_ and Vigour: into: the. Spirits! and, gives 
_ us. the; Countenance:of a ſuperior Being. 


There's a vaſt difference-berween a Mar- 
Fyr - and: '4 iM alefattor: in -the point; of 
Suffering ; 'the firſt feldom feels half with 
the other. The'Cauſe-is.a powerful Le- 
nitive ; -and rebates the:}Edge of the Ca- 
lamity,; But. remorſe, of Conſcience, and 
dilmal-:Profpets, load the Axecutzon, 
and are terrible Additions to Par. 
Sickneſs. and Suffering : come ; with 
double Force: upon. Guilt ;; Anguiſh of 
Mind” leſfens the Sttength, as; well as 
encreaſes the Smart; , *Tis like a Wound 
in the Sword Hand ; the Man is: dila- 
bled in that which ſhould defend him; 
he drops /his Guard, and his Heart lies 
open. to, the next Paſs, To conclude! 


we ought to ſummon in all our! Force 


gpoh this Occaſion; and. to fortify. our * 
felyes with RecolleAtion and good Pra- 
ctice:: To animate our Conrage from * 
the Topicks of Honour. and Intereſt, 
from all the weighty Confiderations of 
this World, - and the'next :- To take in 
the Auxiliaries of Religion, and implore 
the Aſſiſtance of Heayen: Thar: Pain 
may never force us to out-live our Pa- 


tience, or our Honeſty. That we | 


may ſtand firm againſt the laſt Afſaulr 
of what kind foeyer, and meet Doh 
wit 
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with Reſolution ; 
der of Providence., In ſhort, that we 


"ot yo" wy . 


ry. a good Conlcience along with us, 
| and leave an uſeful Precedent behind 
us. | 
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as it lies in the Or- 


| may die without being conquer'd, car- 
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Concerning 


_ 


REVENGE. 


In aDiaLoGuE berween 
Philitimus and Philalethes. 


Y old Friend Phi/otimus ! 
Merhinks "tis an Agc 
+ F @ fince; our laſt Meeting ; 
I ſuppoſe you_have been abroad, and arc 
lately come off your Travels. uy 
Phitot. In my Opinion, that Conjc- 
Eture upon you had been more probable ; 
but to ſtop your Enquiry, I muſt tell | 
you I don't converſe with Apparitions ; 


if People are for Darkneſs, and diving 


out of ſight, they may live by themſelves, 
for I haye ſomething elſe ro do than to 


: dance after them. 


Ph:1al. It may be ſo, but why ſo mach 


plain Dealing at the firſt Salute ? I ſhould 


be glad to take you in jeſt, bur that I 
$I Oe perceive 


' 6 


o 

h 
d 
. 
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: People is not to be endur'd! 


—_— 


upon REVENGE. 


perceive your Tongue and your Face go 


| rogerher ; Philorimmus does not uſe ro 


be thus fiogular, pray has any thing di- 
ſturb'd you this Morning? , 

Philot. Yes; I have been affronted 
and outrag'd where I had reaſon to ex- 
pect the beſt Ulage imaginable : The In- 


gratitude and provoking Temper of ſome _ 


o * 


Philal. 1 grant you the World is nor 


Z very engaging either as to Honeſty, or 


Humour; but what then 2 Why ſhould 


we diſturb our ſelves about that which 


we can't help? 


 Philot. For all your Philofopby, I 


fancy I ſhall meer with ſome body, and 
make *em repent to purpoſe Cer long. 


Philal. Are you going to commence 


J a NSnit, and bring an Aion .of 'Tre/- 


fs Bk | 
Philot. No, Tl venture to be my 
own Magiſtrate for once. ; 

_ Phalal. My Friend, your Spirit, to 
be clear with you, is always pretty 


Topping, and now you ſeem to lie un- 


der a particular Diſadvantage; if I 
have any Skill, your Conſtitution is out 
of order, and you want a Doſe to ex- 
pcl Choler. FECT 


Philet. 


at, \ 


% Mo”. m———g——_ ”% Py 


zo A' Mo RAL Es 8av. 
_ Philat. Who muſt be my Doctor then; | 


Socrates or Hippocrates ?®%>”.. = 
Phalal. The firſt at preſent; if you 
pleaſe. » Corina i>tiwms bd | 


Philbt. I perceive you are inclin'd to 
_ argue againſt private Revenge: I am con- 
rented ro hear you; but am too- much 
out of Temper to diſpute; and therefore 
; yo muſt not expect-I ſhould go any 
Tength with you in the Conference. 
 #Philal. Since you leaye the Argament 
to me, I ſhal! begin without any farther 
preamble; and here my Aſſertion is this, 
That unauthoriz'd Reparations, where 
the Injury is either overlook'd by Law, 
or the Injur'd has no -publick Warrant 
for Reprizals, are by no means defenſi- 
ble,. or convenient. LD 
. Philoe. 1 ſuppoſe now you will prove 
your Propoſition; and thew me the 
Grounds upon which it ſtands. 
'Ph141. I ſhall endeavour your Satis- 
faction; by obſerving in the - 
 I/#Place,;That przvate Revenge would 
be very dangerous to Joczery. Were eve- 
ry Man. his-own Magiſtrate, and truſted 
with-:the Power of puniſhing, there 
would: be ſtrange .Contufion in a ſhort 
time, and the World would be rained by 
doing. 7#/iice - If Ignorance and 1i}I Na- 
WT: ON rure 
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ture-might cordemn and execute at Dil- 
eretion'; if ' Spleen” and Pride © might 


! play without Controul, and Reſentment 
make a Sally upon every Pretence, the 
) Four Winds might berter be looſe up- 
9 on us, than all the Paſhons of fach a 
1 | Liberty. OQ0109-25. FC SHETOY) IH 
> _ . Phulot.- Amongſt other Inconvenien- 
7 cies," it may be: you think” private Re- 
venge would be often unſeafonably ma- 
r  Philal. Yes: Was every one permit- 
I ted! 'to carve out his own SatisfaQtion, 
c People would: be apr to purſue the Tnju- 
X tyitoo cloſe, and ſtrike immediately up- 
ct oh receiving the Blow. They would of- 


ten do:themſelves right-at the firſt ſmart 
of -an Afﬀront, when the: Provocation 
e KK was freth, and the Anguiſh moſt ſting- 
e KR ing: Now Hear and Impatience are very 

_ = ill Directors: When the Mind is thus. 
.. BE clouded with Paſſion, 'ris odds but that 

_ K& a Man miſſes his way. When Violence 
4 K& hurries on too faſt, and Caution does not 
” keep pace with Revenge, People gene- 


d | rally.do themfelyes more harm than the 
e Enemy. ©Paſ/ing too eagerly upon a 
rt KK Provocation loles the Gz4rd, and lays 


y open the Body -. Calmnets, and Leiſure, 

;. = and Dceliberation do the Buſineſs much 

& | betrer: To wait the Opportuniry, and. 
JW --6. Kee __ attack 
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attack with Order and Condadct, 'is the 
way to ſtrike fafe, and to ſtrike fure roo; 
if we pleaſe. To proceed; "} 
Private Revenge would be danger- 

ous to the Peace of Joczety, becaule if 

. Men were their own Judges; the Punith- 
ment would be over-proportion'd ' t6 
the Injury : Moſt People are apt to be 
favourable at home; and oyer-rate thcir 
own Fretenhons: oh ng beg any 
Philot. Tm afraid fo too : But pray 
go to the bottom of the Reaſon. 
Philal. Why an Advantage - which 

an belongs to themſelves is more indepen- 
; dent; and within reach, than that which 
is foreign: The Sweets of it may be 
taſted ar Pleaſure: And being thus ab- 
{olute and unprecarious, there is more 
Service in the Poſſeſſion than would be 
otherwiſe. Now Eſteem generally riſes 
upon the Degrees of Satisfaction ; and 
that which is beſt to us, we are apt to 
think is beſt in itſelf roo. Beſides, Men 

_ are not very quick in ſpying out the Ex- 
cellency of their Neighbours, becauſe 
ſuch a Diſcovery- brings them under a 
Diſadvantage of Compariſon : And this 
unleſs they are generouſly inclin'd will 
not pleaſe. Theſe Reaſons make Peo> 

ple oyer-kind to their own things: And | 

they who are ſo, are always partial ; 
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| gour in the Executzon. 


and when Partiality holds the Balance 
'cis never even. Self-conceit'is a weighty 
Quality, and will ſometimes fetch down 
the Scale when: there's nothing in't be- 
ſides. Thoſe who are thus prepoſlefted 
are ſtrangely ſenſible upon- all Occaſions: 
They magnify a Fault beyond all Pro- 
portion ; and ſwell eyery. Omiſſion into 
an Outrage: And while they are under 
theſe haughty Miſtakes, no Damages are 
thought too great for them. All Crimes 
are Capital where their Privileges are 
concern'd; and nothing lefs than the 
Blood of their Neighbours will ſatisfy 
for a rugged Expreſſion, or ſome fuch 
paultry Provocation. - nee 
Philot. 1 hope you don't think all 
People arriv'd at theſe Exceſics of Pride 
and Diſtraction. 6 5 
Philal. No : However the Humour 


| is ſpread in ſome meaſure through the = 


whole Maſs : So that without Thinking 
and Temper, every one will be apt ro 
over-yalue their own Intereſts. And if 
they were their own Judges under {fo 
falle a Per/naſzon, what Iniquity would 
there be in the Sentence, and what Ri- 
And if Paſſion 
ihould join with Covetouſneſs and Con- 
ceit, as it often happens, the Revenge 
would be the greateſt Injury. And _ 
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the Injuſtice of the return would pro- 
yoke the Aggreſſor,” and perpetuate the | 
Quarrel; and new. Parties would be 


all was in a Flame. This toffing of In- 


_ are referr'd to publick Conſideration, and 


_ of Character, of Knowledge, and Indif- 
 ferency : And private Revenge is difal- 


from a vindictive Tomger : Now Vindi- 
I 


made ro ſupport rhe Diſpure. The Eire 
would ſpread from Houſe to Houle, "till 


juries, and bandying Revenge from one | 
private Hand to another, would quickly 
unhinge Soczery,. and make Peace and 
Friendſhip impracticable. ON ET 

For this Reaſon, particular Grievances 
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the Arbitrage of Authority ; to Perſons 


lowed both in Government and Religion. 
And ſince the Concerns of Property 
and Zerſon are well guarded by Law, 
we ought to acquicſce in the Proviſions 
of Government; to fly to ſupplemental W 
Satisfactions of our own, is not only a 
diſregard of Authority, but proceeds | 
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ctiveneſs is an uncred 
argues a little Mind: * ES 

 Philot. Make that out if you pleale. 
Ph1lal. I prove it thus. This Temper 
ſuppoſes a Man eaſily put our of Order, 
and ſenſible of Pain upon ſlender Occaſi- 
ons. He that's puſh'd on with a deſire 
of Revenge, is generally prick'd with : 
X _  Senle 


le Quality, and 
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” | Senſe of Pain: He is woundedin his 
ne 


| Fancy, and bleeds inwardly. The ſmart 
awakens his Anger, makes him fly to his 
Weapon, and grow eager to give a Re- 
turn. Now to lie thus open to the Im- 
preſſions of Anguiſh, to give way to all 
Oppoſtcions, and cry out upon every lit- 
tle Pinch, argues either Exceſs of Fear, 
or childiſh Tenderneſs. To be eaſily 
penetrated by an Injury, is a ſign we 


ccs Wt want either Reaſon to gnatd, or Strength 
and WY to endure the Blow. hereas Fortirude, 


and Greatneſs of Mind, makes a Man 
almoſt inyulnerable. This fences off the 
lal- BY Stroke, rurns the Edge of at Affront, and 
D. ſtupifies the Pain. They are generally 
7!) ix Children, fick, and unfortunate People, 
WB that are moſt rouchy and reſenting: And 
ons 8 who would be fond of fo ill detcended. 
a Quality ? A Temper that grows moſt- 
Yy 2 i ly our of Diſeaſes, Accidents, or Infan- 
eds Wl cy ; out of the Decays or Immarturities 
di- BY of Reaſon? Whar thinking Perſon would 
nd i chuſe an Humour" of Diſadvantage, and 
+ [@-perſonate humane Nature under the worſt 
. Appearance ? COLL 08 hn 

cr i Beſides; there comes a great deal of 
ler, Diſquiert this way : Thoſe who are nice 
and exceptious, and ſoon thrown oft 
ire their Temper ; thoſe who can bear, and 
1 2 WH pardon nothing, lie mightily expos'd. 

ADS _ Their 


A Morart Essay 


* Haman:. 


| all the Reaſon of Mankind was oblig'd 


Thcir Satisfaction is ſo ſlenderly put to- 
gether, depends upon ſo many lirtle Cir- 
cumſtances, and requires ſuch an entire 
Obſequiouſnels of Men and Things, that 
'tis impoſſible to laſt long. AWord, a 
Look miſmanag'd, or miſunder{tood, is 


cnough to diſconcert them. 'I he Omil- | 
ſion of a little Ceremony is a mortal In- 
jury : And nothing under a Gallows of | 
fifty Cubits *, and the Blood of a whole 

Nation | can - make -an Amends. They 
make no Allowance for the Miſtakes of | 
Tgnorance, the Freedoms of Friendſhip, | 
or the Rudenels of Paſſion. No: they 


ſally out immediately, without diſtin- 
ouiihing upon Circumſtance or Intention : 
As if every flip was unpardonable; and 


ro be upon Duty, to pleaſe their Hu- 
mour, and gratify their Pride. On the 


other ſide; How little do they conſi- | 
der their own Provocations 2 How of- | 


ten do they draw Reprizals upon them- 
{elves by their Failures in Juſtice and De- 
cency ? And at this rate of Expectation 


and Frowardnels, no Engagements or | 


Converſation can plcaſe them long. 
Friends and Strangers, Buſineſs and En- 
tertainment, Proſperity and Adverſity, 


- put them upon the Fret: And in ſhort, | 
. all Company, Conditions, and Varietics | 
| ot 
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37 


re WW Splecn and Diſguſt. Before the Humour . 
at is diſcharg'd they are uncaly, and after- 
a WW wards afraid of a return. And thus the 
is Wl Puniſhment rebounds upon themſelves 
il- WE cither in Fact or Expectation : So that 


W between the Defire of doing, and the 
W Fear of receiving Harm, they are gene- 
@ rally our of order : Not'to mention now 


ey Wand then ſome home Payments over and 
of Wabove. Revengefulnels fits like Poyſon 
ip, Wupon the Stomach ; it ſwells and con- 
ey {Wvulles Nature ; and there's no good 


Health ro be expected till *ris conquer'd 


In: Wand cxpelÞ'd. ET 
ind Philot. Have you any thing more ? 
od Philal. Yes: TI oblerve farther, that 


indiftiveneſs argues a Defect of Gene- 
the {Woſity 'and g00d Nature. ED 
ofi- Philot. That I confels is another 


Wirong Reaſon to diſſuade the Practice : 
Fherefore pray go on with it. 

Philal. We may obſerve then, there 
re a great many ſhrewd turns done 
Wncrcly for want of thinking : Every 


ne has not reach enough to examine 
En- {MW the Circumſtances of his Behaviour, 
ity, Mod to trace a Conlequence to its far- 
1ort, Maicſt Motion. A good Intention and a 


ties ſMlcar Underſtanding don't always go to- 
of FMcther. And he that moves in the dark, . 
Þ 3 - > ay 


of Life, will afford them Matter for 


PEER 


4A Mo RAL ESSAY 


bt. 


may diſoblige the Intereſt, and croſs up- 


on the Humour of another; and all this 


without meaning any harm. Some Peo- 


ple are warp'd by Neceſiity, and unjuſt as 


it were againſt their Will. The Preſſures | 
of Fortune, and the Force of Poverty | 
make them deſert, and go over to un- | 
haadlome Practices. They have no | 
mind to forget a Friend, or injure a | 
Neighbour, it they could live without it. | 
But then they want Courage to ſtand } 
the Hardſhip, and ſuffer the Extremity. | 


'Tis true, theſe F ailings are far from be- 


ing defenſible. However, a generous iſ 


Perion will pity that in another, which 
he will by no means pardon in himſelf. 


Good Nature is willing to make Excules, | 


and interpret things ro the beſt Senle ; 


and always drives. the Reaions for Cle- | 
mency as far as they will go. Good| 


Nature confiders that Ipnorance is often- 
times at the Head of a Fault, and that 


Fear and Pleaſure are ſtrong Temprati- 
ons to {train upon Conſcience and Ho-| 


nour : That Malice, predominant Ma- 


| lice, is the only provoking Quality : 


And this 'tis.-hard to diſcover, where the 


Motives to Action are ſo complicated! 
and obſcure. Generofity never goes tof 
the rigour of Matters, nor delights inf 
_ Living. Pain and Puniſhment. A nobleſ 
| Tempe! 
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Temper regards the Happineſs of Man- 
 Aﬀection, 


be 
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kind, and is govern'd by Sympathy and 
Whereas Vindictiveneſs pro- 
ceeds from the Excefſes of Self-love, 


| minds no Intereſt but its own, and is a 


perfect Stranger to Humanity. Revenge 
when improy'd into Habit and Inclina- - 
tion, is the Temper of a Tyrant : "Tis 
a ſtrong Compoſition of Pride and Cru- 
elty : Impatient of the leaſt Provocation, 
and unconcern'd at the Miſchief of a re- 
turn, Now he that's {cnſ{ible of no Evil, 


- & but what he feels, has a hard Heart; and 


he that can ſpare no Kindneſs from him- 
lelf, has a narrow Soul. A Temper that's 
generous and humane, is willing to over- 
look, to excuſe, and wait for better U- 
age: To pity the uneven Starts, and 
Miſperformances of Life and Converſati- 
on. There's a great Backwardneſs in 
ſuch a Temper ro expoſtulate and com- 
plain; to expoſe Defeats, and demand 
Reparations. Good Nature will teach 


"MW us to ſtifle our Reſertments ; to diſſem- 


ble the Pain, and {mother the Injury, 
rather than ler them break out to the 
Diſturbance of another ; But to be of a 
touchy, a peeviſh, and proſecuting Hu- 
mour; to be quick, in diſcoyering a 
Faulr, and ready to ſpring out into Re- 


- venge ; to kindle and rage like Gun- 


D4 powder, 
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powder, at the leaſt Spark; this is a 
ſign we are perfeatly wrapt up in our 
own Intereſt, and over-grown with Sel- 


| fiſhneſs and Conceit. Now ſuch a ſavage 


and inhoſpitable Diſpoſition, is the moſt 
unbeloy'd Quality. All the Advantages 
of Perſon, all the Improvements of Na- 


ture, can never make amends. . When a 


Man is known to be thus unſociable and 
unſympathifing; to haye no Principles 


of Friendſhip and Generofity, nothing of 


Sweetnels or Ballam in his Blood, when 
this once appears, he'll find as few Friends 
as he deſerves, and little Love will be 
loſt between him and his Neighbours. 


Phitot. Moſt likely ; and becauſe I | 
am not willing to fall under the Character 


and Inconveniences you mention, I ſhall 
endeayour to {weeten my Humour, and 
keep the Ferment down : I confels, the 
World attords Provocations enough, and 
ſome Men dcſerve to be mortificd : But 


1 ice the Remedy is worſe than the Dil: 


caſe: *Tis more adviſable ro be quiet 
than to move for Reparation: For as 


_ it happens in Law-Suzrs, the firſt Loſs 


is commonly the beſt : And therefore I 


ſhall alter my Refotution, and leave my 


unfriendly Neighbours to the Correction 
of their own Folly. | | 


Philal, 
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 Philal. You are certainly in the right. 
And to make us the more ealy under the 
Expedient, let us arm our ſelves with 
Thinking, and keep Realon upon the 
Guard. Thus the Mind will be roo hard 
for a Blow, and either fence, or not feel. | 
Thus we ſhall diſappoint the Pleaſure of 
Malice and ili Nature : "This is the way 
ro break the Force of an Afﬀront ; and 
make an Injury fall upon us like Hail u 
on Tiles, rattle without Miſchief, and 
tumble into Dirt. In a word, let us al- 
ways look out for the beſt Conſtruftion, 
with every Body well, pity Ignorance, 
and defpile ill Ulage. 
Phztot. IT ſhall endeavour to follow 
your Advice. OO SE 


Tour Servant. 
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' In a DiaLoGut between 


Enlabius and Crito. 


Enlabins. of OOD Moteats to you, 

Sir, I'm glad to fee 

ou : I hope you are 
perfedtly recover 'd of your laſt Hnels— 

Crito. Sir, I thank you, I am pretty 
well, but fomewhar in haſte ; and there- 
tore {ince we are old Acquaintance, I 
{hall beg you to be as brief 1 in your {ws 
tions as you can. 

Eulav. Why in fuch a ay 2 Come, 
you muſt oblige me with one Quarter of 
an Four. 45: 

Cr:ir. Well! If you are ſo kind to in- 
fiſt on't, that time ſhall be ar your Ser- 
vice; tho'I muſt tell you, Ym going to 
meet Company upon carneſt Buſineſs. 

£ulab. You have an enterprizing 
Head, pray what Project are you up- 
on now ? 


Crit. 


»% 


L— 
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Crit. Don't you know there's a Book 


Z intiruled, ————to be publifl'd this 
= Morninge 5 


_ Eulab. What then ? 


- Crit. In Confidence then TI tell you, 


we are going to bring my Gentleman to 
the Touchſtone, and try what Metal he 


is made of: I fancy we ſhall ſift him ro 


the Bran, and make him run the Gant- 


let before he gets clear of us. 
Eulab. If that be all the Buſineſs, you 


need not be in ſuch haſte; you have 
time enough for Sentence and Execution, 
and may Hang and Drew at your Lei- 
fure. For when the Book is once our, 
the Rubicon is paſt, the Dye is thrown, 


_ and the Chance muſt be ventur'd. 

. Crit. With Submiſſicn, you ſeem un- 
practis'd in the Myſtery of a Cr7zc&- If 
you would ſucceed, you muſt deal with 


x 


an Author, as they do with an Enemy, 
fire the Beacons, and draw down the 


Poſe at his firſt Landing, and charge 


him while he 1s ſtaggering upon the 
Beach. To give him time to find his 


_ Limbs, and march, may be of ill Con- 


ſequence, he may be join'd by his 


Friends, and gain upon the Countrey, 


and then *rwill be too late'to ſtop his 
Pragrels. $a 

Zulbh, Mcthinks this is fomewbat a 
, rugged 


." Wn. 
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take her Balance too. 


ragged way of faluting a Man that has 
dradg'd to entertain the Publick : Bur 
ſince you are ſo hot for an Offenſive 
War, I hope you'll rake care to go up- 
on good Grounds, and manage the Con- 
reſt within the Terms of Conſcience and 
Honour. 74, 

Crit. To ſpeak Truth, we arc not al- 
ways a Commattee for Religion ; how- 


_ ever, this I can ſay, we are ſeldom mil- 


led by the Eaſineſs of good Nature, or 
byaſs'd into Favour and Flattery : In this 
reſpect we are juſt like the Pi&ture of 
Faſtice, as blind as Beetles. | 

Enlahb. Great Impartiality without 
doubt! And as you have the Blindneſs 
of Juſtice, I hope you don't forget to 


Crit. There are no Scales wanting I 


| can aſſure you, we weigh to Grains and 
Seruples. And I muſt tell you again, 


that we are ſo far from making any Di-_ 

ſtinCtion of Perſons, or being over-rul'd 
by the Regards of Ceremony ; that ſome 
times the bare Appearance and Pretence | 
of a Book is ſufficient to awaken our 


_.. Cenſure, and make us fall on ; and thus 


tho' the Man may be a Friend, the An- 


thor is an Enemy. :”; 
fnlab. This Diſtinction is an odd 
way of ſplitting the Hair; what may 
E. toes i 


he 
b _— 
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be the reaſon of ſuch myſterious Beha- 


W viour; this cufting a Man on one ſide, 
and ſtroaking him on the other ? I hope 


tis no Aﬀeront to paſs the Pre, nor 


any Challenge to ſet ones Name on the 


Title Page. | Sh 

Crit. No: But your Frzters are ma- 
| ny of them a pretending proud fort of 
People, and deferve to be mortified. 


 Eulab. True, when we catch them 


Damage feaſant, and have them at a 


= fair Advantage, not elſe. For inſtance, 


if I mect a proud Man upon the Road, 


I may take his Pride from him if I can; 


but it I rob him of his Money, 'tis more 
than I can anſwer. OW 
Crit. You mean the Crztzcts ſhoul 
not leſſen the Intereſt, nor ſtrike at the 
Credit of an Author, withour fair and 


> warrantable Motives. 7 | 
| £ulab. Right. No Body would like 
fach Uſage in his own Caſe. Beſides, 


F as 'tis a Fault to be proud of writing a 
= Book, 1o 'tis no a Fault to be proud 
of writing no Book 


Liveclineſs is hardly to be explain'd. 


' Crit. You may talk your Fancy; bur 


Z for all that, I believe you'll find ſome 
| Writers mighr almoſt as good ſtand in 


- now this latter 
Misfortune ſeems to be ſome Peoples 


| Caſe: - Without this Suppoſition their 


the 


—— 
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the Pillory, as lie upon the Bookſellers 
GCE nr oh 
 Eulab. Make it fo if you pleaſe; but 


| then there's this Comfort, that there's 
' nothing thrown bur Dirt, and that from 


the Hand of the Mobb : You may like- 
wiſe obſerve, that thoſe who are thus 
buſy with their Neighbours, have com- 
monly no Effects of their own to ven- 


' ture: They are ptivileg'd againſt Re- 


prizals by their Poyerty, and lie under 
the Protection of Lazinels, or Incapacity. 
Crit. When you have ſaid all, a new 
Book, like an unknown Coaſt, muſt be 
well /oxnded, and the Rocks and SJhal- 


tows dilcoverd. A Man muſt not take 


it ill ro have his Failings remark'd, when 


the Publick may ſuffer by the Con- | : 


ccalment. 7 


Eulab. You miſtake me if you think 


I am againſt the Tryal of an Author ; 


but then ler the Z#rors be thoroughly 


__ "inform'd, and bring in their Verdict with- | 


out Prejudice and DilaffeQtion. 


Crit. Then I perceive you are not 
alrogether againſt Impeachment and Pro- 
ſecution. ER.” 

£ulab. By no means. Provided we 


take Juſtice and Candour along with us; 
.neither Make, nor Magnify, nor trou- - 


ble the Court with Trifles. Under theſe 
| | Limi- 
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Limitations I have nothing to object a- 
oainſt the Buſineſs and Juriſdition of 
the ENF... LON; 

- Crit. Upon this Allowance, I believe 
you'll grant the writing of Books a pret- 
ry hazardous Undertaking, and Chat it 


ought to be manag'd with proportionable 


Caution. Wes 0 12 
 Eulab. Without doubt; a Man ought 
to move warily, if *twere only on the 
Score of Repuration : For if he miſcar- 
ries any thing remarkably, he brands him- 
ſelf, and makes a Monument of Infamy 


to his Memory. Now 'tis no ſuch defi- 
rable Buſineſs for a Man to give in Evi- 


dence againſt his own Underſtanding, to 
prove himſelf Nor Compos, and ſtand 
upon Record for an [nnocent. 
Crit. You are right ; for a Record is 
of to high an Authority in Zaw, thar 
there's no pleading againſt ir. 
Eulab. To be out of one's Wits in 


Print is a ſcurvy Misfortune : It has al- 


moſt the ill Efes of a Commiliion of 


Bankrupt ; and a Man ſeldom recovers 


after fach a publick Blemiſh upon his 
Credit. However, in this Caſe there's 
little Miſchief done excepting to ones 
ſelf: Weakneſs may be pitied, and par- 
don'd ; neither is want of Senſe the 
worſt Quality in an Author : "oe: oe 
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the Reader may break oft his Penance, 
and releaſe himtelf at his Pleature : Your 
{ſcandalous People are your Men of 
Thought and Capacity, in caſe they are 
ill inclined. For nothing can be more 
wretched than to miſemploy good Parts 


'to bad Purpoſes, and draw their Pers 
_ againſt Juſtice and Truth. ET 


Crit. Fm of ypur Mind, an Author of 


Figure that's all Intereſt and Proſtitution, 


minds nothing but Pay and Plunder, 


and makes his Reaſon ſerve againſt his 


Conſcience; ſuch an Author, I ſay, does 


_ a world of Miſchief, and his Crime riſes 
in Proportion to his Senſe. To lay out 


ones Talent in this manner upon an itl 
Cauſe, to murther Truth, and profelyre 
People to Iniquity, is a thing that will 
not be eaſily rubb'd over. | 

Eulab. Tm afraid not : Bnt then we 
ought not to charge this Imputation at 
peradventure. Now which way ſhall we 
know the ſtroke of ſuch a mercgnary 
Pen ? The Paper may look lack, when 
the Meaning 1s fair. : 

Crt. That is, Advantage is no good 
Evidence of Infincerity, for Intereſt and 
Honeſty lie ſometimes on the. ſame 
ſide: I wiſh therefore you would give 
us ſome Marks of Diſtinction, that we 
might know when a Man is ovyer-rul'd 
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Ri his Fortune, and rerain'd purely by 
© his Pocket. 


ro read the Heart: So thar you can't 


Ewe may venture to fay; that when an 


DS. DW EDE:.: OTE 


: MW inoupectocly from his Specd, writes 
f i Your of CharaQer, and is almoſt drown'd 
x gin rhe Ink-por, *tis no* good Sign : For 
when a good Workman bnngles, it ew 
\ Mas if the Marrer was nauzhr. To 
Wceed : . When a Man of Perſpicuity aid 
; Judgment , endeavours to perplex the 
I ontroverly, dives and dodges, and 
Emakes uſe of Sophiltry and Amuſement : 
| When he keeps off from the Srandard, 
nd declines the ſtated Meaſures of 
L Were when he retreats to Principles 
of Latirnde and Obfcurity, when he 
F akes for the Covert at this rate; 'tis an 
4 Whpraeet he dares not truſt himſelf up- 
dn plain Ground. © 
BZ C7. Not unlikely : For when a Man 
pf a ſtrong Head, "fails in his Lo: vick, 
ip argues weakly; ir looks as it he 
nd [Mrrote upon a Bzaſs, and rhat his //7717 
| Sud brib'd his Underſtanding : When 
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ve [Pcople thar know Money, offer to puc 
we ra/5-apon you, it does not appear als 
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; F>gcther like clear dealing: Bebe 


Eulab: Crito, "Tis 4 difficule: Matter 
Woven ſhould be poſitive : However, 


I T Author of unqueſtionable Abilities, falls 
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ſier 1o viſible and diſtinguiſh'd, tha 
there's no Poſlibility of Ignorance, ny, 
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Eulab. Another ſuſpicious Sign is, | 
when a Man writes againſt his former 
Opinion, upon. its growing unſervice- 
able 5 pg yet is not ſo happy as to con- 
quer himſelf. 3 
Crit. It may be he thinks he has, and 3 
is not that enough for the Point of In- 

Eulab. 1 can't fay but it may be ſo, 
in caſe he is conſcious of a diſintereſted 
Enquiry ; and not prepoſleſs'd in Fayour | 
of his Inclination. But how far Ecarn- 
ing may be foil'd, Reaton ſurpriz'd, and i 
a clear Head diſturb'd by Accident, is a 
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difficult Queſtion ; and therefore I ſhall 
determine nothing upon the Conſiſtency 


of Error, and Honeſty in ſuch Caſes. In 
fine, to ſuſpend one's Cenfure, and. hope 4 
the beſt, is generous Ulage, and can nc-i 


yer hurt us. FE RTK 2 
_ Crit. 1 like your Charity well c- 
nough , provided we don't grow ſtark 
blind, and loſe our Senſes in our good 
Nature : But what do you think of rhol 
who appear in Defence of Immorality,/ 
endeavour to blaſt the Credit of V irtuc/p; 
and reverſe the Notions of Good: and, 


Evil ? Here the Lines of Duty are {o|hq, 
plain, the Crime fo black, and the Mori 
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foom for Miſtake ; and by Conſequence 
hot the leaſt Pretence for Excute and 
fair Meaning. pe 
= Eulazb. None, without doubt; and - 
2 therefore I think ſuch Wrirers ought ro 
& be purfaed wirh Saryr, and Infamy ; to 
be check'd in their Sallies upon Reli- 


Das 


Wnleſs 'ris given from above? Why: 
hould Matter and Motion infilt upon 
Privilege, or one Clodiof Aromtes be kept 
under by another ? Withour Religion, 
© Honeſty and g00d'Faith are ai Jeſt, and 
Moll Men may cheat, and muorther, and 


T5 


that Eebauch, as often as they pleaſe. In 


» Witort, whete' there's: no Conſcience there 
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can be no Law, and where there's no 
Law there can be no Property. As for 
humane Laws 'tis in vain to urge them 
in this Caſe : They bind no longer than 
Fear and Fancy think fir. A Scheme 
of Arhciſm has neither Duty nor Sin, 
Right nor Wrong in't; and where there's 
no Obligation to obey, there can be no 
| Fault to do otherwiſe. Atheiſm is the 
high Road to Confuſion ; gives Licence 
an unlimited Sway, and leaves all things 
to Fraud and Violence. —_ 
Cr:7. You have ſaid enough to prove 7 
how dangerous 'tis ro burleſque Virtue 
and Religion ; and that a ſceptical Wri- 
ter is the worſt Commonwealths Man 7 
imaginable. nn 
£E71ab. I belieye fo, but let that paſs; 
and to return to a more general Conſide- 
ration ; I muſt fay that thoſe who en- 
gage an Argument where Principle and i 
Manners are concern'd, ought to write |? 
with great Care and Confiicace, and Þ? 
{tand clear of Prejudice and Intereſt. 2 
Crit. Yes: For he that writes plau- Þ* 
fibly on the wrong fide, makes People 
deſert from Truth, and go oyer to the 
Enemy : He that appears in this man- | 
ner for Hereſy or Schiſm, brings a Par- 
ty into the Field, and fights with Bria- 
reus's Hands : An ill Book well written, 
| 13 
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deſerves to ſuffer the Law. And therc- 
fore I think the Opinion of the Ancients 
not at all uncharitable in affirming that 
thoſe who leave an ill Book behind them, 
and Murther in their Graves, will have 
new Torments as long as the Miſchief 
works, and lie under a growing Mi- 
Thele are fad Concluſions, and FE 
with all Mercenary and Libertine Au- 


thors. would conſider it. + | 


Crit. What is your Opinion of thoſe 
Bookſellers that encourage thele dange- 


—__ rous 


A kh RNS : bs OR Tees 
upon AUTHORS. F3 
o [& is like poyſoning a Fountain that runs 
or & forever; A Man may do Miſchief this 
m | way, it may be, as long as the World 
in |# laſts. He is a Nuſance to future Ages, 
ne Y and lays a Snare for thoſe who are yet 
on, Z unborn. All Infolence upon Religion, 
e's | Injuries of Right, and Infulrs of Virtue 
10 | of this kind, mult be publick]ly retract- 
he | ed, and ſubmit to open Penance ; with- 
ce | our this Satisfaction there can be no In- 
os |F demnity, nor any Pardon expected from 
"Z the Court Above. We 
ve x - £Eulav. There's no reaſon fort: He 
ue | that ſpreads the [nfe&:0n7 had need be 
ri- 3 quick with his An7zdote, otherwiſe he 
an 4} muſt be guilty as far as the Mortality 
= reaches: And to illuſtrate the Caſe far- 
ſ;; | ther; he that fires a Houſe, and does 
le- [7 not play all his Z7gznes to put it out, 
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rous Authors, take off their Counter- 
band Goods, and make them as publick 
as 'tis poſſible? Don't we fee Books 
written againſt the Trinity, againſt the 
Canou of the New Teſtament, againſt 
the firſt Principles of Religion, expos'd 


to Sale with all the Liberty of the moſt 


uſeful and inoftenſive Commodities ? Not 
to mention thole numerous Pamphlets 
and Poems, where Virtue is burleliqu'd, 
and Vice recommended with all the Art, 
and Scandal imaginable. _ 7 

Eulab. Your Obleryation is too true: 
Nothing is more common than this 
Rarsbane upon the Comptrer: Tho' they 
know *ris prepar'd for Execution, and 
mace palatable to be taken down ; nay, 
that 'tis bought for that very "wes 5 
Now in my Opinion this is {ſo horrible 
a Practice, that had theſe Men kepr 
Shop in the $zckrrefs Year, they had bet- 
ter have retail'd_:he Plague, ſent it into 
the Countrey by all rhe Carriers, and gi- 
ven it Vent and Paſſage to the beſt of 


their Skill. For whatever they may 
think on't, Atheiſm and Lewdnels is the 


moſt fatal Mortality, and the Plague 
of the Heart, the moſt frighttul D/fer- 


per. Infection is ſafer lodg'd in the Yens 


chan the #34, and a Man had much 
Ces 260505 £27 ok 
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better be poylon'd in his Blood, than in 
his Principles. ps 


Crit. 1 can't fay you are over elgenl | 


upon the Occaſion, unleſs their Buſineſs 
will excuſe them ; they ay ſelling Books 
is their Trade, and they muſt not baulk 
their Intereſt. be: To 

E1nlab. In anſwer to this, I deſire to 
ask, does an Apprenticeſhip dilcharge 


them from the Duties of Chriſtianicy 2 


Is Irreligion part of their Freedom ? Is 
the Myſtery of Trade, and the My/fery 
of [n:quzity the ſame ? Are they to join 
with Atheiſts and Libertines, to attack 
the Creed, to run down Juſtice, and 
baniſh Sobriety from the Face of the 


Earth ? Suppole ſelling Butrer and Cheeſe 


= is my Trade; and 1 am offer'd a good 
Z Wholeſale Bargain out of the Countrey ; 
Z if upon Information or examining the 
Goods I find them all poyſon'd; and 
7 that my Cuſtomers that take them off, 
” muſt either be dangerouſly ſick, or die 
= of the Diet: Is the Vendiblenels of the 
Commodity, and the Plea of my Buſt- 


nels, a ſufficient Warrant to cloſe with 


the Offer, and purſue the Advantage ? 
Suppoſe Captain Hz»d had taken a Boy 


” under [ndentures, to teach him the 


Practice of the Road: And that this 
Youth upon his /ertzvg up, ſhould be 
ION E 4 indicted 


a -: 
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indicted for borrowing a little Money | 
in his way : = 
Crit. Whither arc you going ! I hope | 
you don't intend to parallel the Buſineis ÞF 
of Towns and Citics, with Shooters Hi! x 
or Salisbury Plain! SY ER - 
Eulab. Not at all, I aſſure you : 1 on- | 
ly mention this Inſtance zo make the rea- 
{oning bear in the Application. - i 
Crit. Why, how will the young Man ? 
«defend*himielfe-:::- i. rbrenen tn. 
Eulab We'll ſet him at the Bar, and 
then you'll hear him argue, thar he has 7? 
ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip, that his Maſter P? 
had Money with him; that he has gone | 
through the Ditcipline and Fatigue of 
that Condition, and hopes he may follow 
his Ca/l/ing now his Time is up: Do you Þ 
fancy the Bench and Jury would' allow 
of theſe Allegations ? I 
Crit. No: This would hardly bring 
him off. Ee 15 E 
£ulab. Then you ſce the Pretence of 
Trade is not ſufficient to juſtify an ill Þ 
- Practice. = 
Crit. Pray let's ſhift the Scene a lit- 
tle, and get out of this melancholy Walk. 
What do you think of Dedicatory Epi- Þ 
_ offles; we generally find them very di- Þ 
wearing F-6t; | 14-4 MM 
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0 Baidah. I faney ſo, bur ſeldom to =" 


| Author's Advantage : For the Flattery 


on theſe Occaſions is often 1o groſs, and 


'the Panegyrick ſo much over-ſtrain'd ; 
| the Colours are ſo very glowing, and 


the Penci/ ſo much beyond the Zzfe - 
' Thar were it not for the Name on the 


Picture, no Body could guels for whom 


*twas drawn. 


 Crito. Nothing provokes the Raillery 


of our Svczety more than ſuch Flights as 
theſe: We think an Author ready to 
run mad with Ceremony, that he dwin- 


dles to a Zany, and is civil even to 
Vaulting and Tumbling. + 


Eulab. This ſuperlative Stuff, 1 {up- 


poſe, made my Lord Bacon remark * that *.4 


the Muſes ſuffer'd, and the Character of oo 
Learning ſunk by ſuch Applications. 


Crit. For all that, the Author finds 


his Account in them: And ſometimes 
the Dearcatzon brings more into the 


Pocket than all the Book beſides. 
Eulab. Such Returns of the Adven- 


ture are not yery common, but granting 
They were; . the Trade is but unrepura- 


ble. To creep after Money in ſuch a 


lervile Poſture looks mean and ſ{canda- 


lous. What Man that has either Spirit | 


or Conſcience would idolize Fortune at 
this rate, or fall down before a Golden 


1; age 


cat, Mi... A x 
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Image tho” 'twere /xty Cubits high ? But 
of all fort of Flattery, that which comes 
from a ſolemn Character, and ſtands be- 
fore a Sermon, is the worlt complexion'd. 
Such Commendation is a Satyr upon 
the Author, makes the Tex? look Met- 
cenary, ahd diſables the Diſcourſe from 
_ doing Service. | OO ILS..: 
Crit. Notwithſtanding what you fay, 
I ſuppole you would have Quarry falu- 
ted in.Terms of Regard: To come on 
in a leyelling way, is more like Invaſion 
| than Addreſs: *Tis to play the Preſs 
againſt the Conſtitution, and raiſe a Bat- 
tle —_ a great Man's Caſtle. | 
Enlab. I agree with you; but then | 
{ach an Anrhor, eſpecially, ſhould take | 
care not to croſs upon a known Chara- 
ter, nor Paint quite out of Zzkeneſs : 
Not to commend a Zrhertine for his 
| Regulariry, nor flouriſh upon-an old Za- 7 
Ay's Beaury, and tell her what Executi- 
on her Face is likely to do when ſhe 
comes into the North. If 'tis asked, 
May not a Man ſhelter himſelf under a 
great Name, and intrench a little for 
Security ? I know your Anſwer will be, 
Thar ſach ſlender Les will be eaſtly 
fiFd up, and are no manner of Defence 
againſt the Enemy. 
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_ upon. AUTH ORS. 


_ Crit, Right: For, to come out of the 
Allegory, either the Performance is de- 
fenfible or not ; if the firſt, Protec7:on 
is needleſs, if the ſecond 'tis infufficienr :; 
If a Book has not Senſe enough to make 


its own way, 'tis in vain to call in the 


Aſſiſtance of Quality : If a great Man 


ſhould happen to miſcarry in Prinr, the 


Patronage of his 7:#/es would fignify 
little : In this Caſe he could not cover 
himſelf with his Pecrage : The Criricks 

ould be ſure to pres through his Pri- 


vilege, and pla y their Cenſure upon him ; 
= Nero, with al 


his Legzons, could not 


& defend his Fuſtian, _ ill Poetfy, from 
= the Satyr of his Subjets. Upon the 
= whole; if a Man can't be his own 7P4- 


tron, and ſtand upon his own Legs, he 


= had better keep cloſe, and be quiet : To 
2 come abroad like a Cripple, and turn 
= Beggar in the Dedication, is but an odd 
= Contrivance. 


£ulab. In my Opinion, as the Faſhi- 


= on ſtands, 'tis no ealy Matter to find 
= out proper Perſons for a Dedication ; 
2 there being, it may be, not many that 
= cither deſerye the ulual Commendations, 
2 or are willing to go withour them. But 
- 1 forget my lelf, and muſt not derain you 
; + from your Company any longer: Pray 


J pur them in mind that they manage 
fairly, 


# x 


60 A MoraL Essay, @&c. 
fairly, and don't let fly at random, if 
*twere only for their own fakes : A Gun 
oyer-charg'd, is apt to recoil : He that 
pronounces without Thought, and cen- 
tures without Reaſon, makes an unluck 
Diſcovery of himſelf; and ſhews his Ig- 
norance, and lean Temper at the ſame 
time. Adieu. 
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POWER. 


OWER belongs properly to none 


bur inrelligent Beings; and there- 


| fore may be deſcrib'd a Capacity 


2 to remove Impediment, to accomplith 


Deſire, and execute the Orders of the 
Will. We are powerful only ſo far as 
we can ſatisfy our Inclinations. When- 
ever our Fancy is difobey'd, and our 
Wiſhes lie unperform'd ; we are pals'd 
the Limits of our Power, and got ont 
of our Dominions: And here *ris that 
the State of Impotence begins. For De- 
fire always proceeds from a Judgment of 
Advantage; and when the OY re- 
mains ungratified, *tis only becauſe the 
Object hangs out of reach. Power is 


= the general Wiſh both of the Good and 


Bad. Bur then they difter yery much 
both in the End, and the Means. The 
latter deſire Power to abuſe it. To in- 
dulge their Vice, to pleaſe their Pride, 
and ſwagger over their Neighbours. *Tis 
lomcrimes to make a Figure our of pub- 

| 25> "man 


So. _ 4 MokaL Essay, &c. 


fairly, and don't let fly at random, if 
?rwere only for their own fakes : A Gun 
over-charg'd, is apt to recoil : He that 
pronounces without Thought, and cen- 
tures without Reaſon, makes an unlucky Þ + 
Diſcovery of himſelf; and ſhews his Ig- 

' norance, and lean Temper at the fame 
time. Adieu. 
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bur inrelligent Beings; and there- 
fore may be deſcrib'd a Capacity 
to remove Impediment, to accomplith 
Deſire, and execute the Orders of the 


= Will. We are powerful only ſo far as 


we can ſatisfy our Inclinations. When- 
ever our Fancy is difſobey'd, and our 
Wiſhes lie unperform'd ; we are palſs'd 
the Limits of our Power, and got ont 


of our Dominions: And here *ris that 


the State of Impotence begins. For De- 
fire always proceeds from a Judgment of 
Advantage ; and when the Faculty re- 
mains ungratified, *tis only becauſe the 
Object hangs out of reach. Power is 
the general Wiſh both of the Good and 
Bad. Bur then they difter yery much 


latter deſire Power to abuſe it. To in- 
dulge their Vice, to pleaſe their Pride, 
and ſwagger over their Neighbours. *Tis 
lomecrimes to make a Figure our of 268 
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lick Misfortune, and do as much Mil- 
chief as they can think on. This ſeems 


to have been ſomewhar of Nero's Diſpo- 


fition: His Empire would have been in- 
ſipid, had it not made him abſolute m 
his Frenzy, giver him the Opportunity 


_ of murthering his Subjects, and ſetting 


his Capital on fire. Then as for the 


| Merhods of acquiring this Capacity, they 


arc for the ſhorteſt Way : If the Buf- 
nels lies through Fraud and Rapine, 


Blood, and Barbarity, they will never 


drop the Project, but charge thorough. 


On the other fide, Perlons of Probiry 


with their Power enlarg'd, to diſcourage 
Wickedneſs, to ſtop the Progrels of In- 
juſtice, and help thoſe to right that fuf- 


fer wrong. ls 
In ſhort, their With is to oblige the 


World, and make Happinels univerſal : 


To proportion Station and Deſert, and 


put Virtue in a Poſt of Honour. And 


then as to the Means; no- Suggeſtions 


of Intcreſt, no. Pretences of Neceſlity, 
ſhall ever make them remove the anci- 
ent Land-marks, or break through the 
Rules of Duty. Beſides, they. are al- 


ways. moderate and refigned, and- ac- 


quieſce in the Pleaſure of Providence. 


If "tis askK'd why Virtue. has no larger a 
Jurildiction, and why a' good With lies 


dead 
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dead ſo oftcn upon a Man's Hand: To 


this it: may. be an{wer'd ; that Power is 
beſt lodg'd with. the fupream Being ; rhar 
our Views of things are imperfect, and 
our Wiſhes. not always good when. we 
think them. ſo. Es” 

For inſtance, 'tis natural' to defire we 


could relieve Want, and cure Difſcales - 


when we ſce-People ſuffer : But poſlibly 
thoſe we are thus. willing to. aſhit, may 
be punifh'd. for: their Faults ; and can't 
be reclaimi'd! any other way ; and thar 


their Reſcue might prove their Ruine. 


Ic may be their Patience is exercis'd; 
and their Merit put to the Teſt; and 
then. to take oft the Hardſhip, is to: lef- 


ten the Reward. 
Thus, if our good: Nature was always 


oratified,, the Schemes: of Providence 
muſt be diſturb'd;. and: the Meaſures. of 
Juſtice broken. Act this rate the Wiſdom 
of Heaven muſt be diſappointed, Omni- 
potence. attend Ignorance, and Miracles 


be wrought for Miſtakes. Not but that 


a. kind Wiih is a commendable Dilpoſiti- 
on, and ought to be puſh'd forward: as 
far as our Abilities will give leave. To 


returg: Power. is. a noble: Privilege: of 


Being ; it furniſhes the Faculty, fills. up 
the- empry Spaces,. and makes things 


obſcquious ra deſire. *Tis. Plenty in 


Hand 
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Hand and Faſe in Proſpect : And Sartiſ- 


faction never fails till Power deſerts ir. 
*Tis want of Power which is the imme- 
diate Cauſe of all Miſery : *Tis Weak- 


neſs, not 11 that makes People ſuffer. 
They are not ſtrong enough ro diſmiſs 
that they don't like, or ſeize that they do. 


*Tis Impotence that blaſts their Wiſhes, 
leaves them in Deſpair, and makes them 


fear, and feel their Averſion. 
Power is that glorious Attribute of 
God Almighty, which furniſhes the reſt 
of his PerteCtions. "Tis his Omnipotence 
that makes his Wiſdom and Goodnels ef- 
teEtual, and ſucceed to the length of his 
Will. Thus his Decrecs are immutable, 


and all his Councils ſtand. This {ecures | | 3 


his Prerogative, and guards the Sovye- 
reignty of his Being: "Twas his Power 
which made his /dezs fruitful, and ſtruck 
the World out of his Thought. "T'was 


this which an{wer'd the Model of the 
Creation, gave Birth to Time and Na- 


rure, and brought them forth at his firſt 
Call: Thus, He /pake the Word and 
they were made, he commanded, and 
they were created. "Tis the Divine 
Power which is the Baſis of all Things ; 
which continues the Vigour of Second 
Cauſes, and keeps the Sun and Moon in 
repair. This holds every thing conſtant 
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© to Appointment, and true to the firſt 
2 Plan. Thus the Reyolutions of Seaſons, 
= the Support of Animals, the oy 
= of Species 1s carried on and maintaine 

EZ Withouc this, things would {oon run 
2 Rior, 2nd ramble out of Diſtinction, the 
= Snccours of Life would be cut off, and 
2 Nature drop into Dccay. 


Omnaiicicnce and_Gnodnels without a 


E] | correſpondent Power, would be ſtrangely 
L7 ſhort of Sarisfaction: To know every 
© thing without being able ro ſupply De- 
fects, and remedy Diſorders, mult prove 
Z an unpleafant Speculation. To fee fo 
= many noble Schemes languiſh in the 
F Mind, and prove abortive ; to. ſee the 

= moſt conſummare Wildom, the moſt ge- 
 nerous Temper ferter'd and difarm'd, mult 
be a Grieyance. Bur when Omniporence 
F | comes into the Norion, the Grandeur is 


! perfect, .and the Plealure entire. 
And as Power jupplies Benevolence, 


and makcs it ealy, 1o 'tis an Argument 
F * of thar Quality. One Proof of God's 
! Goodneſs may be drawn from his Om- 
& nipotence. Seycrity amongſt Men pro- 
; | ceeds oftentimes from Fear : 'Tis Weak- 


" nels more than Malice that makes rhem 


f Repriſals, and theretore ſtrike home w hen 
ad haye the Adyantaye. They won't 
F bes 


1 | cruel. They arc afraid of Revenge and 
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let an Enemy riſe, for fear he ſhould | 
grow too ſtrong and turn upon them. | 
And thus the moſt timorous arc ge-Þ 
nerally obſerved to be moſt ſavage, 
This Conſideration fomerimes obliges | 
Princes to diſable whole Families for a | 
fingle Traytor, and puniſh the Children 
for their Fathers. A leſs extenſive Seve-Þ 
rity might encourage Reyolt, and wreſtÞ: 
the Scepter out of their Hands. z 
Burt a Being that is abſolutely impreg-Þ1 
nable, that has neither Limits nor De-Þ 
pendance in his Strength, thar is fortifiedÞ* 
in his own Omniporence, can have noÞ 
Mortives to ſtrike our of Jealouly or Pre-J ? 
vention : He that has a Kingdom which 
cannot be ſhaken, and the Univerſe a 7. 
his Mercy, can't puniſh beyond Deſert :Þ 
He thar can neither be ſurprized, nor o-Þ 
yer-powered, needs not apply to unrea 
ſonable Rigour ; and as he is above Fear 
fo we may conclude he is aboye Cruelty 
Thus the Wiſdom of Solomon argues, Be 
cauſe thou art Lord of all, therefor 
thou art gracious unto all, CAP. IZ. On It 
the other ſide, tis a comfortable Conf ® 
deration, that the beſt Being is the greatÞ * 
eſt; that Omniporence is lodg'd in thÞ v 
Hands of a benign Nature, determin'dÞ ſt 
by milder Atrribures, and as it were, oÞ rl 
ver-ral'd by Goodneſs. There's Abunſf 
| dance 
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dance of Thought in that of the 7 /a/- 
miſt; * The Lord is King, the Earth 
may be glad thereof: yea, the Multitude 
of the Iſkes may be glad thereof. 

As for created Beings, the Limitari- 
ons of Power are a great Bleſſing. Where 
Tenorance and Ill-will abounds, Impo- 


| tence is the beſt Security. Could unbe- 


Z nevolent Minds do what they pleaſe, 
honeſt Men would have an ill time on'r, 


© Virtue would be exterminated, and Or- 
De. der thrown into Confuſion : What Ra- 


{* vage does Pride and Paſſion make in the 
Z World, when back'd with Force and Pre- 


|} valence ? Were a Tyrant's Limbs anſwer- 


jp able to his Temper, where could his Fu- 
© ry be ſtopt? Indeed, for a good Prince 


© one would almoſt with him invincible in 


| his Perſon, impenetrable in his Fortune, 
© and able, like Achz/les, to drive a whole 

” Army before him. Bur alas -the Power 
© of Princes, as things go, is little more 


| than imaginary : The Crown gives no 
| y 


} proper Strength ro thoſe that wear it. 
z If perſonal Force was proportion'dto their 
| Station, and reach'd as far as Prerogative, 


| *cwould be a mighty Advantage. Then a 


2 Monarch might fir ſure : Bur as the Caſe 
} ſtands, their Empire conſiſts chiefly in 
Þ the Submiſſion of other Mens Wills ; 
© which is in a manner but reigning by 


* Pſal. 97» 
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Courteſy. "Tis true, if Right and Con- 
 1cience, if Honour and good Faith fig- 
nified any thing, all was well enough: 
But Foliy and Defrgn, when not watched, 
will break in upon theſe Guards, and 0- 
vcrturn the Conſtitution at pleaſure. And 
therefore the Afﬀection of the People is 
generally the ſtrongeſt, tho' not the beſt 
Tatde.; Nis hb 

Bur to leave Princes, and come lower. 
Power, unleis managed with Gentle- 
nels and Ditcretion, does but make a Man 
the more hated. No intervals of good 

Humour, no ſtarts of Bounty will atone 
for Tyranny and Oppreſſion : For Peo- 
ple look upon themſelves to have a right 
ro be always well uſed. He that's civil 
but by Fits, ſeems to do it to relieve him- 
ſelf. His Pride is out of Breath, and his 
II-nature has tired him ; and therefore 
he mult rake up a little, and change Po- 
ſture, if 'twere only for his eaſe. Give 
. the Ditcale bur time to recruit, and you'll 
find the Malignity will-rally, the Blood 
ferment, and the Paroxyſm return. 

All 
tenderly rreated ; Men are apt to fancy 
the lower Ground a Diladyantage ar the 


beſt: Bur if you inſult their Fate, andÞ 
rrample upon rhem., they'll certainly F 
grow tour, No Diftinctions of Birth, no 

6 PrivilegeF 
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Privilege of Fortune, can ever reconcile 
them to arbitrary Sway ; Freak and Im- 


= periouſneſs are never willingly obeyed. 


heſe Grievances ſuggeſt mutinous 


Thoughts. They run up their Pedigree 


to Adam; they appeal to original Equa- 
liry. They cry our, that this Court of 


Jurifdition is bur of later EreCtion, and. 


that from the beginning 'twas not /0. 
Farther, in ſome Relations, particu- 


larly defign'd for Friendſhip and Free- 


dom, the. odds of Power ſhould lie con- 


& ceal'd; and nothing but abſolute Necel: . 
& firy, nothing bur tie Extremity of the 

Z Cale, ſhould diſcover it. A Man that 
E loves to be peeviſh and paramount, and 


play the Sovereign at every turn, docs 


EZ bur blaſt che Bleffings of Life, and iwag- 
ger away his own Satisfaction. And not 
to enlarge upon the Folly, not to men- 
& tion the Injuſtice of ſuch a Behaviour, 'ris 
always a ſign of a little, unbeneyolent 
Temper. "Tis Diſeaſe and Diſcredir all 
” over; and there's no more Greatnels in't 
than in the Swelling of a Droply. But 
} tome People have the Misfortune to 
| think they are never ſufficiently conſide- 
| rable, unleſs when they are plaguing their 
and Þ Friends, and playing the Fool with their 


nly | own Intereſt, 
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Of POWER. 


On. 


= proceed: Our Power 1s frequently 


 confin'd becauie of our Ignorance, be- 
cauile we don't know how to make, the 


moſt of Things, and pur Actives and 
Paſiives - together. The Ancients had 
Strength enough, and Materials enough, 


to caſt Mortars and Cannon ; but they 
wanted Skill to contrive thele murther-- 


ing Engines; and therefore could not 
diicharge Ruin at ſuch a Diſtance, nor 
batter with the modern Terror and Ex- 
ecution. I might give ſeveral other In- 
ſtances, in which the later Ages have 
puſh'd their Conqueſt, and gain'd a grea- 
ter Dominion over Nature than thoſe be- 
fore them. Not by the Strength of rheir 
Limbs, but their Invention. Not that 


| they are born with more Wir than their 


Predeceſſors ; bur finding the World bet- 


ter furniih'd at their coming into it, rhey 
| have more Leiſure tor new Thoughts, 


more Light to dire them, and more 
Hints to work upon. - ' , 

And tho' Power is often the Conſe- 
quence of Knowledge, yet 'tis far from 


being the ſame thing, as ſome have at- 


firm'd. A Man may know how to Fence 
when his Arms are cut off ; and yet the 
Idea of the Art won't enable him for 
the Practice. He may know how to 
build a Ship, when neither Wood nor 

" IE Iron 
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Iron is near him : But the Skill in his 


Head and his Hand, won't do his Buſt- 


= neſs without Materials. | 


In the beginning of the World, Mcn 
had more corporcal Force than after- 
wards: The reaſon of this Allotment, 
was probably to ſupply rheir Defect of 
Skill. In thoſe early Ages, they were 
much more Giants in their Limbs than 
in their Underſtandings. In this Infan- 
cy of Science, extraordinary Strength 
Icems but neceſſary : How otherwile, 
when Invention was not come forward, 
when they wanted Inſtruments, when 
rhey had little of Mathematick Direction, 
could they have cultivated the Earth, 


built Houſes, or managed their Carriages ? 


But when the Mind grew large, the Bo- 
dy grew leſs, and Buſineſs went on as 
well as formerly. _ es 
Paſſion and Conrage are great Additi- 
ons to the Strength of the Limbs. The 
Mind is like Gun-powder ; and when 
once cnflam'd, diſcharges the corporeal 
Maſs with greater Force. A Thought 
ſtrongly encouraged with Juſtice and 
Duty, well warm'd with Shame and Ho- 
nour, with Rage and Revenge, ers the 
Blood on Fire, and: makes the Spirits 
ruſh into the Nerves with unuſual Vigour. 


This ſndden Effort of the Will raiſes the 
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whole Poſſe of Nature, {trains the Mu. 


cles, and makes eycry Atom, as it were, 


ſally our with it. Thi>, I cake it, is an 
Evidence that the Mind has a great com- 
mand over the Body ; that it can rouze, 


_ or lay it aſleep at Pleaſnre ; thar Moron 
1s citzer begun or ſlopp'd, © check'd or 


reinforc'd, according as the Will oiredts, 
and gives the Signal. And which is 
more, thele Paſſions are likewite mana- 
gable by Reaſon, and under the Juri{di- 
Ction of Thonghr. For a Man that has 


dilciplined bimfelf, made a Progrels in 


Virtue, and is fortified with the Aids of 
Religion; does nor fly our when an 


Objcet preſents. For inſtance, he does 


not ferment to Fury and Reyenge upon 
a ſtrong Provocation: No ; he is ablo- 


lure enough to over-rule his Choler, and 


{uppreis the Mutiny of his Blood. All 
which, in my Opinion, is a good Argu- 


ment to prove the independent Liberty 


of the Will, and the Diſtintion berwcen 


Matter and Spirit. 
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\OULD we make any Obſeryari- 


s, Ons — our State when we came 
is A — into the World, could we remark 
4- the Progreſs of our Growth, and the 
li- Dawning of our Reaſon, *twould be a 
as © pleafanr Employment. Bur the Wiſdom 
in of Providence has thought fir ro kee 

of © this Scene our of fight. As the Cafe 
IN ſtands, the Furniture of Life, and the 
es © Privileges of Being, grow up in the 
»n © dark; they are convey'd, as it were, 
o- © in our Sleep, and the Memory has no 
nd © Records thar run back to this Antiquity. 
vi Adam was a much better Judge of this 
U- Matter than any of his Poſterity : He 
ty was made in his full Stature ; his Mind 
en | and Body came all at once, and never 


lay under the Ignorance and Incapacities 
of the Cradle, He was Object and Fa- 
culty at firſt, big enongh ro peruſe his 
Nature, and carry his View to the Con- 
fines of not Bezng. To ſtep ont of No- 


* Jor the firſt Minute, and born in che 
* Bloom of Underſtanding, muſt be a 
EE _ mighty 
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thing with this Advantage; to be a Ma- 
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mighty Satisfaftion. Were a Lute anj- 


We ſhould make a yaſt Diſcovery in Na- 
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mated, and the Skill of a great Maſter 
transfus'd into it, the Strings would be 
tranſported with their own Muſick, and 


the firſt Tune eſpecially would be ſtrange- 
ly entertaining. And yet this would be 


no more than the Pleaſure of a ſingle 
Senſe. Adam had a greater Compals for 


Delight, and was {er out in a much 


richer Equipage. But this Privilege is 
in a great meaſure ſunk and determin'd 
with Adam and Eve. Now we are con- 


ceal'd from our elves for ſome time : 


We move ſlowly, and ripen by degrees; 
and our Limbs and Underſtanding come 
as it were by Inches. The Organs of 
Secing and Hearing ſcem not perfeCt ar 
firſt, and it may be the Taſte and Smell 
lie under the ſame Diſadvantage ; bur a 
few Years ſerve to finiſh the Senſes : 
For tho' a Man's Eyes and Ears grow 
bigger after ſeven Years ſtanding, yet he 
does not receive more Intclligence from 
them. Should the Senſes begin at thcir 


uſual pitch, go forward with the Bulk of 


the Body, and keep growing along with 
the Limbs, they would have a mighty 
Force in them. We ſhould ſee farther 


than Eagles, out-ſmell a Vulture, and lic 


more in the way of Pleaſure and Pain : 


ture, 
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Z ture, .and command abundance of Ob- 
7 jcs that are now out of reach : But this 
= is ordered otherwiſe. Neither do the Sen- 
© ſes ſeem to keep proportion with Strength 
© and Stature : 'The Dimenſions of the Or- 
Z gan make no difference ; nor has the Gi- 
Z ant any advantage of the Dwarf. On 
© the other ſide; Were our Senſes not to 
Z excecd their pon Condition, and yet 
= advanc'd ſo 

- till one and twenty, we ſhould go on 


 yery lamely, and be ſtrangely cramp'd 
= in our Capacities and Pleaſures. In this 


= Caſe, Children would be ſtupid and in- 
= docible upon the Compariton ; and Life 
would look as if 'twere little. more than 
half kindled : This would be an Incum- 
brance upon Education; and make Im- 
provement of a very late Growth. The 
firſt ten Years the animal Lite is princi- 
pally predominant, the Powers of Rea- 
{on are feeble, and the Soul ſleeps as it 
were, in the Conſtitution : Within this 
Period, the Paſſions ſpring wholly out 
of Mechaniſm, and are diltinguiſh'd by 
the Intereſt of the Body : They turn 
all upon Pleaſure and Pain; are go- 
vern'd by the Meaſures of Brutes, and 
we like or diflike Things only as they 
ſtrike ſmooth, or rough upon the Sex/e. 
Being thus retain'd by Appetite, and pre- 

ingag'd 


owly as not to be of Age 
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ingag'd to Fleſh and Blood, we are the 
- - more apt to clap the Biafs on that fide. 


oftentimes diſoblige the Body, and can't ; " 
be gone through without Mortification Þ * 

and Reſtraint. ods 

of Children; ſome ſeem to have their 
. and diſintereſted, mild and govyernable, 
_ and eaſily gain'd by gentle Uſage. And 
_ ties of Diſadvantage. Now tho' ſome 


may take their Riſe from Nature, and 


*Tis the Advantage or Neglect of Diſci- 


for nothing, charge their Failings upon 


Providence : But theſe are only the ex- 
227 


This makes the Fatigues of Buſineſs, the 
Exerciſes of Reaſon, and the Practice of 
Virtue, ſomewhat more difficult than 
they would be otherwife. For theſe Things 


 Fhere's great Variety in the Humours 


Tempers made in a finer Mould than o- 
thers. They are particularly generous 


ſome are no leſs remarkable for Quali- 


flender Difpoſirions to this Difference 
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grow out of Conſtitution, yer Manners 
are generally the Reſult of Education. 


pline, the Difference of Management, 
and the Force of Example, which pro- 
duces this Varicty, and makes Children 
cer or mnnry..7 ESE 

_ Some People, when they grow good 


their Nature, and cndeayour to fence oft 
the Infamy by laying the blame upon 
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cuſes of ſtrong Apperites and weak Prin- 
ciples, and belong to none bur the Lazy 
and the Libertine. For Probity is im- 
racticable to no Temper : There's no 
uch Fatality 1n the Humours, no ſuch 
| unconquerable Stabbornnels in the Blood, 
as thele Men pretend. Jovcyates had as 
= reſtive a Conſtitution as his Neighbours, 
and yer reclaim'd it all by the Strength 
| of his Philoſophy. *Tis true, thoſe who 
are naturally moſt enclin'd to Vice are 
in moſt danger. For this Reaion they 
ought to move more warily, take the 
more Pains, and decline the occafions of 
Miſcarriage. And for their Encourage- 
ment, they have better Opportunities of 
diſtinguiſhing themſelves, and ſeem to be. 
put in the Poſ? of Honour. And upon _ 
= dne Application, may depend upon pro- :.5Y 
= portionable Aſhſtance. i 
E To return: Since ſo much depends 
upon Education, great Carc ſhould be ta- 
ken to form Children to the Principles 
of Religion : The Biaſs thould be fer. 
right at firſt; and the Mind prepoſſelſs'd 
as it were, for the Intereſt of Virrue. 
This is the way to ſmooth the Paſſage 
to a happy Life ; ro reconcile Appetite 
to Reaſon, and make the Aﬀections more 
; | manageable afterwards. For the Motion 
- | i ſtrongly directed, and the Beat taken 
oY from 
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Of INFANCY 


from the firſt Impreſſion : And Cuſtom 
will make a good Practice as ealy as a 
bad one. Nay, one would think much 
eaſier; becauſe here a Man will have the 
Countenance of Judgment, and the Ap- 


plauſe of Conſcience to encourage him. 


For this Reaſon, Children ihould be 
treated with great Caution and Reſerve: 
See or hear nothing that may fully the 
Fancy, and prove dangerous in the Imi- 
tation ; nothing that may give a on 
Turn to Choice, and make them coarle, 
or little in their Manner. Thele falſe 
Steps and Indiſcretions in Parents, arc 
often of very ill Conlequence. Thus 
they miſlead their Chiidren, or teach 
them to deſpiſe rhem. Thus Authority 
becomes cheap, the Relation is difarm'd, 
and Inſtruction grows inſignificant. And 
tho' Things don't all work art pretenr, 
they are lodg'd in the Memory, and lie 
ready for Judgment and Reflection. 

To proceed: Childhood (I mean, 
come forward) is the beſt time for Im- 
provement. Now the Memory is ſtrong, 
and the Body capable of Application, 
there's no need of long Intervals for Re- 


freſhment, of purting into Port to Ca- 


reen, or Waiting the Iciſure of a wea- 


ther-beaten Conſtitution. As yet the 
Mind is not over-charg'd with Cares, the 


Power. 
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Power of Intereſt is not grown up, and 


the Baits of Pleaſure hang ſomewhat out 


of ſighr. Now, if ever, the Paper is 
blank, the Scales even, and the Aﬀecti- 
ons moſt indiffkerent. They arc unſciz'd 


| by the Prevalence of Habit, and the In- 


tection of ill Company. 
However; we muſt guard againſt the 

other Extream : For without Care we 

may poliſh away the Subſtance, and file 


Things rill they are ready to ſnap in 


picces : Tis not beſt ro be always in 


the Wheel art firſt. Before the Muſcles 


are firm, and the Bones well knit toge- 


ther, Weight and Preſſure are very un- 


ſeafonable. Health is the Bafis of Im- 
provement, and ought to be conſulted, 
Without this, the Meaſures for Educa- 


tion are broken, the Inſtruments of 


Thought are loſt, and the Progreſs of 
Knowledge impracticable. Now, ſome 
Children are too preſſing, and high-met- 
tled, and have more //:// than Strength 
for Drudging. This feeras to have been 
Monſieur *Paſthal's Calc. The Ardour 
of his Genius made him over-drive ; his 
Spirits were exhauſted by Thought, and 
his Studies prey'd upon his Confſtiturion. 


There are other Inſtances of young Peo-_ 


ple that have milcarried this way, and 
killd themſelyes in their too eager Pur- 
{uits 
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ſuirs after Learnivpg. As if 'twere ho- 


nourable to fall a Sacrifice ro Senſe, and 
dic jor Love of the Muſes! And tho' 


Life is often laviſh'd away to worſe Pur- 


poſes, yer 'tis not good to ſtrain too 
much, and ſer Nature upon the Tenters. 
A Man may be too covetous of Under- 
ſtanding, and a Miſer in his Head as well 
as in his Pocket. | Wh 
_ Farther, Children ſhould nor be pre- 
determin'd to Buſineſs at peradyenture. 


To doom them to a Profeſſion in the 
Cradle before their Capacities are inſpe- 


cd, is bur moving in the dark : Thus 
they are often planted in a wrong Soll : 
their Fancy is miimatch'd, and their Ta- 
lent diſappointed. Before ſo weighty a 
Diſpoſal, the Genius ſhould be nicely 


_ examin'd; for to croſs upon Nature, and 
ſtrive againſt the Stream, is always to 


little Purpoſe. Now tho” the Genius de- 
pends in great meaſure upon the Qua- 


liry of the Organs, and the Craſis of the 


Blood and Spirits, yet poſiibly this Dit- 
ference does not make out all the Di- 


ſtintion. For 'tis by no means certain, 


that all $ozls are equal ; ſome may pro- 


| »bably be made up of richer Marterials 
_ than others. They may have ſtronger 


Ingredients thrown into them ; more 


force of Courage, and more compals of 
Thought. 
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Thought. Their being all equally 7- 
| material and Immortal, does not prove 
{ them ſo in every other reſpect. Imma- 

8 7eriality reſembles the Shell of a Build- 
> [ ing; Now there is no arguing from the 


Outſide to the Inſide : Whar if the cate 
- of a Row of Houlcs is the ſame, does 

, this hinder the Furniture from being dif- 

C ferent ? Angels are allowed to be Spi- 
- [Eris of a ſuperior Kind, notwithſtanding 
| che common Privilege of Incorporeity : 
e [| And for the ſame reaſon, there may, for 
- {ought we know, be ſome Original Dif- 
Is WW parity between Humane Souls. To il[n- 
: [ftrate che Point by another Compariſon ; 
2- I Immateriality in the Subjet before us, 
a WW imay ſtand for the Feld in Heraldry : 
y EE Now it does not follow, becauſe the 
d WW Field is the ſame, that the Charge muſt 
Oo ſWbe fo too. No, the Quality and Credit 
e- Wot the Coar, depends very much on the 
a- latter Diſtintion. Farther ; One Hu- 
nc {mane Body is made better than another, 
if- {and why nor a Soul ? The difference in 


M- ECapacity and Afticn ſeems to make this 
n, ESuppoſition not improbable : To affirm 
ro- Withis H yportheſis incon{i{tent with the Ju- 
als Þſtice and Goodnels of God, is a miſtake : 
z2er {tor the Bleſſings of Heaven are all Fa- 
YTre [vour, and may be diſtributed at pleaſure. 
of God is not bound ro make all Creatures 
hr. . 6G noble 
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- actually done fo. . Laſtly; 


_ and be bred to bigger Buſineſs than wi 


tiality. 


noble and happy alike, neither has hc 
This Suppo- 
{ition agrees with the Notion of He. 
r0i/m, io much believ'd in the earlier 
Ages of the World.. Thele Heroes were 
luppos'd to have a peculiar Alliance to 
the divine Narure, and that their Mind; 
as well as their Limbs were made bigger 
than other Mortais. 
To come oft this Argument, tho” not 
alrogether a Digreſſion ; If the Genius 
of Young Pcople was ſuited in their Pro- 
tellions, rhe World would improve faſter, 
and there would be a greater Ptogrel; 
made in' Arts and Sciences. But Prid: 
and latereſt ipoils all. Nature lies on: 
way, and Friends and Preferment anoW © 
cher: And whar's to be done in the calc Ml 5; 
Why, we muſt make for the beſt Penny 
and the beit Poſt, righr or wrong : Ou 
Parents will have ir ſo: Yes, we mulWp; 
ily beyond the Strength of our Pinion 


are born : Born, I mean, with reipect Mp, 
Capacity, not Condition. "The Pu/iMWy] 
and Bar, to mention nothing elfe, ſome} j 
times tuffer by this Fondnels and Par 


on 
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mine the Will and the Power; To place 


M4 8 Centinels at the Gate of every confide- 
| 


WW rable Profeſſion, and ſtop thole that have 
licr WW no Paſjs-port 2 *Till ſuch a Provifion is 
ſertled, *rwould be advilavle in Parents 
| not to precipirare Matters, but to ftay 
till Life is a lirtle grown up, and ripen'd 
to a View. 'T would be adviſable tor rhem 
E not to form their Refoiutions ar ran- 
08 dom, or be altogether govern'd by their 
vil Withes : Inſtead of this, they ſhould 
& Wiſhes: Inſtead of this, they ſhou 
@ carefully enquire into the DiſtinCtions of 
8 Talent, and the Tendencies of Fancy, 
a; E and always follow the Courle of the 
ric Chanel, © | 
Farther; To remark a little tpon the 
210 Conduct and Inclinations of Youth. This 
Z Stage of Life, unleis under the Direction 
E of good Principles, is very dangerous to 
@ pals throngh. The Paſſions of Young 
g Pcople ride them at full ſpeed ; they 
_ want both Expericnce to guide, and Tem- 
per to hold them in: So that neither 
"$£Þ0gs nor Precipices can {top them ; for 
1p Wwhen they move faſteſt, they ice leait. 


om-WLike a Ship without a Pilor, rhey are 
PaſWapt to be over-ſet with the Violence of 
WWeſire. They play their Appetite at 
Warge, and chop at every thing that comes 
Pn their way. They ſeize an Object with 
| Clinch an ancautious Keenneſs, that they 
i G 2 are 
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_ Opportunities flide oft unſeiz'd ? Mut 


are ſometimes ſtrangled with $atisfaCtion, 


and choak'd with the Greedine;s of their 
Swallow. And when this docs not, hap- 
pen, they are often ſated with Succels, 
tire under their Wiſhes, and grow fick 
of their favourite Fancy. Thus they 


ramble from one Extravagance to ano- 


ther, and are conſtant ro nothing but 
cheir Folly. As for good Counle], no- 
thing can be more grating and unaccep- 
rable. 'Tis cither Ignorance, or Envy, 
Dotage or Superſtition; or at beſt, it 
comes much too ſoon, and is wonderfully 
miſ-timed. What, ſlay they, muſt we 
MNeep over the Spring, and ler the faireſt 


we antedate the Misfortunes of old Age, 
and bring our ſelves under a voluntary 
Impotence 2 Thus they conclude, 'tis 
time enough to grow wiſe when they are 
good for nothing elſe: Ar preſent, Preach: 
ing is Pedantry, and Virtue no better than 


an Intruder: All Reſtraint is an Invaſion 
upon their Liberty, and touches them in 


the moſt 1{cnſ{ible Part. As for the Acct 


dents of Life, the Ruins of Eſtate, and 
all Aiter-reckoning, they are too bulyÞ 
for tuch Trifles: Such Thoughts as thelc 
pall the Entertainment; they are too 
free and preſuming, and muſt be kepr aÞ 
a diſtance, And it they will fomerimeÞ 

crowd 
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crowd into a Young Head in ſpite of 
Pleaſure, there's generally ſome Viſionary 

Proſpect, fame Chimerical Reſerve, ſome 
Romantick Relicf provided, to make 

chem ſignify nothing. Young People 

manage as if their Circumſtances were 

impregnable, and ſeldom fear any thing 

but what they fee]: They are as prodi- 
= gal of their Perſon, and their Pocker, 

| as if their Senſes could not wear up, nor 

= the Fund of Lite and Fortune ever de- 
y cay. To go on: 

Young People are obſerv'd to be re- 

E markably obliging, and to part with 

Z their Penny more freely than others : 

E This Diipoſition, when it runs out to In- 

C diſcretion, proceeds fomerimes from want 

z of Thought, and a juſt Value of their 

= own Intereſt; ſometimes from an over- 

8 kind Opinion of the World, and ſome- 

C times from Vanity. I ſay, ſometimes 

& fromVanicy. This Caſe happens, as ot- 

E ten as Pride, Sloth, or Libertiniſm, meet 

, together : The firſt makes them eager 

| tor Regard, and the latter to do nothing 

E that deſerves ir. They would gladly 

| ſhine, bur rhe poliſhing parr is too rough 

| tor their Delicacy. There's too much 

too Time, Drudging, and Danger in the way 

>: a of Merit ; and they are loth to purchaſe 
ime} fo bigh an Expence. This makes 

owd { G 3 "- them 
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86 Of INFANCY. 
them court that with their Par/e, which 
they deſpair of from any Performance : 
They think to bribe the World to an 
Eſteem, and cover their Inſtgnificancy 
with Profuſton. _ 

Thus Youth, when *tis launch'd with- 
out Ballaſt, and has no Compaſs to fail 
| by, floats at a milcrable rate, and is 
quickly bilg'd, and under-water. Young 
People, efpecially when unfortunately 
cducated, and mifled by Flattery and ill 
Example, when they are taught to value 
the Gentleman above the Chriſtian, and 
are better inſtructed in their Pedigree 
than in their Creed; when they are | a 
{lrongly follicired by Defire, and have I A 
ncither Conſcience nor Poyerty to re- | tc 
itrain.them, are generally in a dangerous | w 
Condition. How loon are they loſt in | ar 
Luxury and Diſſolution of Manners? I bc 
- How often do they deſpile their Parents, Þ h: 
and outrage their own Fleſh and Blood ? I cr 
How ofcen do they pull their Fortune in | by 
picces, run their Conſtitution out of {in 
Breath, and prove the Infamy and.Jnfe- I Fa 
Ction of the Age ?2 Thus much for the | w: 
Danger and Milcarriages of Youth. E Br 
And now a word or two about ſome || m: 
other Qualities and Difſtinctions, and I 
inall conclude. | © no 
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1 © Young People, when ſupported with 
$4 - the Confideration of comperent Skill and 
b- | Sufficiency, are generally hardy and cn-. 
7 [IE terprizing. The Heat of thcir Blood, 
; the Strength of their Conſtitution, and 
- [| the Eagerneſs of their Deſires, makes 
I | chem overlook Difficulty, and prets up- 
S | on Danger with unuſual Reloſution. "Tis 
Y KB they arc often too unmanageable 
y | ia Temper, too fhort in Thoughr and 
[ll Y Experience, to draw up the Scheme: But 
c | when the Deſign is well form'd, they are 
d | beſt at the Execution. Old Age is apt 
'e © to abound in Scruples, to object roo far, 
re | and be over apprehenſive of Accidents : 
'& Þ And thus People are ſometimes prudent 
C- © to Inactivity: Thus a Project 1s, as it 
1s [ were, ſtifled and over-laid wirh Jez/e, 
I Yn Things are made impradcticable by 
J: & bcing thought ſo. Whercas, Youth is 
- X | happy in its ” Ignoralice, mounts the nigh- 
|? I cr for being ceePd, and eſcapes a Danyer 
in | by overlooking ir. Light and Know ledve 
of Þ in ſome caſes, ſerve only to diſturb the 
e- E Fancy, and fink the Courage. A Man 
he FF walks fafe over a Precipice, or narrow 
| Bridge, i in the Dark, where his Fears would 
ne ſnake him rumble in the Day-time. 
A However, ſuch fortunate Events ought 


| not to be made a Rule of Practice. For 


| 20nc run againſt a Poſt ſo oftcn as the 
ns i G 4 Blind 
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Blind without a Guide. Youth, without 
queſtion, is ſubject to great Rafhneſs and 
Precipitancy : This Age is govern'd more 


by Appetite than Reaſon, conſults the 


#Teart rather than the Head, and moves 
ſtrongly by Mechaniſm and Machine. 
However, Freſhneſs of Conſtitution, 
and Plenty of Spirits, makes ſome People 
very promiſing in their Youth : Their 
Progreſs in Knowledge is wonderful, and 
their Genius ſurprizing at firſt : But rhc 
| Fire goes out in a little time ; they flag 
upon the Courſe, and fail ſhort of Ex- 
_ peCtation: Thus Hermogenes the Rhc- 


corician, ſoon after he had made himſelf 


an ingenious Author, grew perfectly flat 
and infipid. His Underſtanding was 
goirkly drawn off in the Laboratory 


c loſt his Senſe in his S7mdy, where 0- 


ther People get it, and feems to have 
miſcarried under the Means of Improve- 
ment. Bur fopzetimes the Fund is not 
deep * and when the Oar lies only nc 
the Surface, the Mine muſt fail after a 
lirtle Digging. To give another In- 
ſtance, the famous Orator Hortenſins, 
lived to ſee his Reputarion rarniſh ; the 
Reaſon was, becauſe he miſs'd the Point 
of Decency, and did not ſuit his Style to 
his Age: He was Gaudy when he thould 
haye been Graye, and drel$'d at Fifty like 
ES ; Fiftecn. 
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F ifreen. Thar Floridneſs which look'd 


ſprighrly and agreeable in his Youth, was 
direli{h'd as over-fancifal, and affeted 
when he grew old. 1dem manebat, lays 
Tully, non idem decebat, __ 

_ To windup all : Thole that have their 
Youth before them, ſhould be careful ro 


make the moſt on'r. This is the Seaſon 


to take the #7e/d for Attion, and to puſh 
as far as Strength and Opportunity will 
carry it. To throw away our Time up- 
on Trifles, ro doze over an Eſtate, and 
live only for Sleeping and Digeſtion, is 


to make our felves mean, and come in-_ 


to the World to little Purpoſe. And if 
an idle Life is fo uncreditable, what muſt 
we think of an ill one 2 Whar muſt ir 
be to ſpend our beſt Days in Infamy, to 


make Vice our Buſineſs, and exert our 


{elves for.the Devil 2 Is nor this to turn 


| the greateſt Bleſſing to the worſt Ule, 


to riot in the Bounty of Providence, and 
prove falſe ro the End of our Being ? 
When the Functions of Life are eaſy and 
undiſturb'd, when our Senſes are ſo freth, 
and Narure fo flouriſhing and agreeable; 
when Things arc in this comfortable Con- 
dition, one would think we could not 
forget our Bcnefactor : But that Favour 
and Return would hold ſome Proportion ; 
and that when SatisfaQtions run higheſt, 


Gratitude 
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Of INFANCY, &c. | 


Gratitude ſhould do ſo too. To defer 


Sobriety to old Age, not to mention the 
Danger of it, is a ſcandalous Refolye. 


"Tis a fign that Virtue is our Avyerſion ; 
and is ſomewhat like the Temper of a 


Rebel, that ſtands out to the length of | 


his Power, and turns Loyal only at the 


_ Fright of an Execution: Not that Re- 


formation is to be diſcourag'd at any 


Age. Bur for all that, 'tis an unfortu- 


nate Thing not to underſtand the Value 


of a Treafure till we are juſt going to 


loſe it. To begin our Fragality when 


Wwe are ready to break, is very ill Ma- 


nagement : The RetroſpeCtion of ſuch 


Folly, is by no means entertaining. Let | 
us thercfore do that at Firſt which will 


pleaſe us at Laſt; for Innocence is much 


better than Repentance. 


— 
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Riches and Poverty. 
| In a ts ot "PRAPOR 
Philotimus and Philalethes. 


© Philal. Hilotimus, 1 am glad to 
F meet you in your old 
Walk in the Fields; I was 
yeſterday at your Houſe, but had not 
the good Fortune to find you at home. 
£Ph1lot. Sir, I thank you for that Fa- 
your, and am ſorry I was out of the 
| way : I have been in the Country a- 
 bour a Week, to divert my ſelf with an 
# > ;. - © 
} FYPhilal. 1 ſuppoſe then you have given 
| aViſit to your Friend Neoplutus. 
* Philo. You guels right, and have 
| been entertain'd, I aſſure you, ro great 
| Satisfaction : He has a Seat fit for a No- 
 ble-Man. The Situation and Avenues, 
| the Structures, Walks and Gardens, are 
| extraordinary : And to make the Figure 
| uniformly great, the Furniture, Equipage 
| and Eating, arc all ſuitable and corre- 
= RD ipondent. 
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ſpondent. Well! *tis a braye thing to 
be Rich. ng : | 

Philal. There is ſomewhat in't, 1 
grant; but for my Lite, I can't come up 
to your Tranſport : ' Pray, what is it in 


| the Idea that affe&ts you ro thar De- 


oree 
Phzilot. What is it not ? Wealth is 
every Thing: It affords Convenience, 


covers Defeats, and commands Obſcr- 
vance: It gives Intereſt and Power ; 


and Credit and Satisfactions always at- 
tend it. He that's rich, has Art and 
Nature at his Service; may be belt fur- 


| niſhd to improve his Reaſon, to enter- 
tain his Fancy, and regale his Senſes. 
He has Company or Solitude at pleaiure, 


and is Maſter of Time and Place. He 
has the Choice of all Countries, may 
travel after the Sun, and live always in 
the Spring, if he has a mind to't. 
Ph:lal. To ont-ride the Rigour of the 


Seaſons, and leaye Heat and Cold behind 
_ us, 1s a notable Adyantage : Bur to be 


always rolling, and ſhifting the Climatc 


at this rate, a Man muſt haye a good 


Health, as well as a Pocket. 

Phzlot. Let that be as it will. I tell 
you, he thar is Rich needs not ler his 
Fancy wait; his Wiſhes are ſoon had, 
the Game riſes immediately, and the Ob- 

Ject 
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} jet runs our Obſequiouſly to meet the 
Ho LE! 
EF #Ph:lal. Not always, if you pleaſe : 
| There are abundance of Things the 
E Wealthy can't parchate. All Eſtares are 
 abutral'd and bounded ; there's always a 
* non ultra in the caſe, a Proſpect into a 
I forcign Juriſdiftion, which the Landlord 
© would oftentimes gladly make his own. 
F Beſides, Deſire is apt to encreaſe in pro- 
| portion to Succeſs: A Rich Man ſtands 
upon higher Ground than formerly ; and 
| a larger Scene of Curioſities lie open to 
- [© his View. Theſe new Objects ollicite 
| the Fancy, multiply hisWants, and make 
- I his Power as much ſhort of his Will as 
» I cver. And, thus ſometimes good For- 
tune diſappoints him ; the Droply grows 
worſe by drinking ; and the richer he is 
without, the poorer he is within. He 
has ſome Neighbour that out-ſhines him ; 
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—# eſtinanti ſemper hcupletior obſiar. 


ſome fine Thing hangs out of reach, 
ſome impracticable Project keeps him un- 
caly : Thus his SatisfaCtions are ſcarce 
felr, and what he has grows flat upon 
his Reliſh. Wealth is a rank Soil, in 
which , unleſs carefully. manag'd , the 
Weeds will quickly ſpring up, MrA0P 

| rne 
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the Plants, and choak the Grain. Dlac- 


tery and Indulgence, common to ſuch 


_ Circumſtances, makes the Paſſions eager 


and ungoycrnable; ſo that like il-be- 


| hav'd Children, they are apt to cry for 


every thing they ſee. Whereas the way 


to be happy, is to take our Meaſures 


from Nature, and keep within the Com- 
pals of Convenience; to retrench our 
Deſires, and ſink them towards an Indif- 
ferency : But when our Fancies arc high- 
ted, they are apt to grow Feveriſh, and 
rave aiter Danger or Impoſbbility. 
 Philot. You may fay what you pleaſe, 
but VYm ſure my Senſes are ſtrangely 
dwindled fince I came our of the Coun- 
try: for I neither ſee, nor {mel), nor 
taſte with them half fo well as I did 
before. -:-;- Es part | 
Zhilal. Don't trouble your 1elf, the 
lower your Senfes are kept, the better 
you may govern them: Appetite and 
Reaſon are commonly like two Buckets, 
when one is at top, tother's at the bot- 
tom ; now of the two, I had rather the 
Reaſon-Bucket ſhould be uppermoſt. Burt 


Fm ſorry to find you dwell {o much up- 
. on the Table: What, was your Philo- 
_ lophy difſoly'd there, like an Anchovece, 


and is your Soul flip'd down into your 
Palate ? Pray, have a care of Epicu- 
STS riſm; 
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get the Alcendant: For, not to men- 


Trion the greateſt Misiortune, unleſs your 
Purſe is very ftrong, ſuch -Senſuality 
will lay you open to Difappointments, 
bring you into a State of Servitude, and 


oblige you to creep after a great many 
Humours you won't like. Now before 
I would be thus meanly Palat-ridden, 
and ſacrifice my Liberty to fo deſpica- 
ble a Conſideration; I would &'cn try 


to diſcharge my Taſte, and go on as 
well as I could with Four Senſes. Bur. 


granting your Fortune large enough to 
jupply you, what does all this Variety 


of Diſhes, theſe High Sauces, this 


Learned Pother in the Kitchen, ſignify ? 


I fay, What does it ſignify, unleſs ro 


make Appetite ſtronger than Digeſtion, 
to kidnap your Conſtitution with a Su- 
gar-plum, and betray you to fome Di- 
{temper or other 4 What does it tend ro, 
nnlels to make diſſimilar and dilagreeing 
Juices, and unfriendly Fermentations in 
the Blood ? Whereas, would you give 
your ſelf leave to be hungry, a plain un- 
compounded Diet, cleanlily drels'd, has 
as much Pleaſure and more Health in't. 
Beſides, expenſive and Juxurious Eating 
generally takes up a grear deal of time, 
clogs the Spirits, and*clouds the Under- 
6s ſtanding. 


riſm; Don't let Nicenels and Luxury 
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ſanding, and makes Life run ſtrangely 

Phzlot. For all that, I thought it went 
off pretty pleaſantly. But good Eating 
| is but part of the Advantage. Wealth 
is wonderfiilly addrels'd and comple- 


mented every where : A Mannor draws 
Sit and Service along with it; and a 
rich Man, like the Sun in Per/ia, is wor- 
ſhip'd at his firſt Riſing. I was almoſt 
amaz'd to ſee the unuſual Ceremony that 
was paid to my old Friend: He was for- 
merly little taken notice of, but now 


he is ſaluted with Reſpect, he is admir'd 


for his Converſation; he commands the 
Attention of the Company, and his 


Mouth goes for an Oracle. One would. 
think his Pocket had mended his Head, 


that his Senſe held proportion with his 
Acres, and that he had purchas'd a new 
Underſtanding with his Eſtate. And 
when he makes a Viſit, he is receiy'd 


with a diſtinguiſhing Civility : Therc 
is ſuch a Preference paid to his Petſon, 


ſuch Application to entertain him, ſuch 


Enquiry into his Fancy, f{uch Carving 


to his new Worſhip, that if I had not 
known him, I ſhould have thought him 
{ome conſiderable Officer in the Army; 
that he had made ſeveral honourable 


Campaigns, florm'd the Counterſcarp, 


and 
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and planted the Colours in the Breach : 


Whereas, before he made his Fortune, 


he could fcarce get room at the lower 
cnd of the Table ; . no body minded him; 
or put the leaſt Queſtion to his Palate. 
Bur now, on my word; the Caſe is al- 
ter'd; now he's nor only gaz'd ar by 


| the Jobb; and admird by Flatterers; 
bur People of independent Circumſtances, 


that have no Deſign upon him; pay him 


| a particular Regard : Perfons of Condi- 
E tion; are ſometimes forward to court him 
> to an Intimacy, to open. their Pedigree 
} for him, to rake him into their Veins, 
| and give him the privilege of a younger | 
* Branch; whereas, in reality, the Con- 
| fanguinity comes all from the Coffers, 
| and the Relation lies in the Money, nor 
! in the Blood. Well! he has a fine time 
| on'te: How often have I ſcen Worth 
| ſtand clear; and all the Moral Virtues 
| make room for him? How often have 
| I ſeen Quality, Senſe and Merit, wither 
| in his Company, and be perfedly eclips'd 
| by the Luſtre of his Gold? _ 

| Phiual. Im lorry ro {ee you fo much 
| {mitren wich a little Ceremony : What 
| does all rhis amount ro, more than the 
| Forms of Cuſtom, and rhe Homage of | 
| Ignorance or Deſign? Ir only ſhews 
the ſhore Thinking, the mean Fancy, 
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| handſome Varniſh, they recommend 
ſtrongly to Eſteem, and give a peculiar 


_ two or three Liveries behind one, has 1 


and-the mercenary Spirit of the World: 
And why any one ſhould yalue himſelf 
upon the Folly or Flattery of another, is 
paſt my Comprehenſion. 

Philot. Under Fayour,, Riches are a 


Grace to every thing a Man does. A 
good Seat well wooded, with a large 
Rental, is a charming Advantage } 

_ Phila. I perecive you think ſo ; But 
if this be all you can Gs tor your Friend, 
I muſt tell you, that a great heap of 
Bricks, a parcel of Logs growing, or a 
Milc or two of Clods and Dirt, arc 
Things that 1 ſhall neyer worſhip whilc 
i hive: by” SSN 

Z:tot. Fhele Sentences of yours 
won't beat me oft my Inclination : "The 
Parade of an Eſtate is, in my Opinion, 
a vcry valuable Circumſtance. To eat 

in Piate, to ſleep in Velyer, to rattle + 
bour the Streets in a fine Coach, with 


commanding Appearance, and calls for a 
great deal of Reſpect. 


 Philal. Not a jor, unleſs the Eſtate 


is creditably rais'd: If 'tis gain'd by 1ur- 

prizing the Unwary, by Opprefſion o'Þ 

Breach of Faith, by infamous Compli-i 

ance, or ſupporting laiquity, it wy | 
| ut 
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bur make the Owner more publickly 


Man with all his Equipage; does but ex- 
© poſe his Rapine, and lead his Knavery 
} in Triumph. I wonder you ſhould ftick 
i lo mnch in the out-fide of Things, 
E and, like a Fly, be entangled in a Cob- 
{MW veb. You pur me in mind of the Em- 
| baſſy into Uropia, ſent from a Country 
E which was govern'd by quite differcnt 
E Notions of Honour and Reſpect. When 
Ethe Publick Entry was made, the 'U70- 
£7145 lin'd the Streets to fee the Cavyal- 
pcade: Now the Ambaſſadors, to diſtin- 
Eguiſh their Quality, and fupport their 
ECharafter, were particularly Rich in 
Ethcir Habir : Bur the Uzoprans, inſtead 
wtf paying chem a regard upon the icore, 
Rook thein for the meaneſt of rheir 
rain; and ſome of the young Pco- 
ple poinred at them for Malcfactors : 
Whey thought, unleſs they had been 
Puilry of ſome great Villanies, they 
Would never have appeard in ſuch. 
Marks of Diſgrace : For *twas their Cu- 
om to make their Felons fine, and lay 
them by the Heels in Gold. This 1s 
me Caſe of an Eſtate diſhoneſtly got- 
Ken: The Pageantry of it is nothing 
put Dilcredit, and {erves only ro blazon 
i Hz the 


| delpicable. This Figure of Wealth thus 
| ill gotren, is really ſcandalous, Such a 
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the Crimes, and refreſh the Injuſtice of 

the Owner. je F 
Philot. You may talk your pleaſure; ÞM * 
but, I'm fure, Poyerty has but an ordi- F 
nary Complexion, and a very flender I © 
Intereſt in the World: *Tis generally MM * 
Dilregarded and Brow-beaten, and no ſ © 
gv00d Qualities can make ir ſhine. Peo- iſ Fn 


ple are apt to fancy, where there's no 
Money there's no Merit: A poor Lawyc i © 
in Juvenal's time, ſeldom got a Fec; iſ 
and therefore ſome of rhem were glad Me 
ro diſſemble their Condition ; to hi ©? 
tomewhat of an Equipage, and go to i | 
Pawn broker to rig themſelves our for 2 7 
Cauſe. Pray, what did Homer wake \t 
on't for want of having a Fortune witli F 
his Genius ? Did he not ſtrole abouſf © 
like a Ballad-ſinger ? Was he admitted 
into the Company of the Wealthy, : 
 countenanc'd by any Perſon of Faſhion! { 
1 ell you, if the Muſes are in Rags rheyſp © 
are in danger of the Statute, and of bi 
ing taken up for Yagabonds, and ſturi 
Beggars. A disfurniſh'd' Condition doo 
nor promiſe any great matter of Talent 
for who would look for a Jewel upon 1 
Dung- hill ? In ſhort, a Man's Credit off 
ten ſuffers with his Circumſtances : 
Thread-bare Coat is a preſumption 0 © 
Inſignificancy, and when the PockaF* 
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cM ow, the Brains are thought fo too. 
Philal. I perceive, you think a Sheep 
| with a Fleece on, has more Wit than 
3 | one that's thorn: But notwithſtanding 
the Force of your Logick, I have known 
E many a Man's Fortune and Underſtand- 
© ing to be very unreſembling. Poverty 
| is ſometimes the reſult of Birth and E- 
| ducation ; and, like a flender Crop 
yer | grows out of rhe Barrenneſs of the Soil. 
KF Now to contemn a Perſon for the Dil- 
11:4 24vantage of his Fate, is great Barbari- 
| ty, and a reproach of Providence : For 
| the Diſadvantage, I fay, as 'tis common- 
| ly reputed. Sometimes Poverty comes 
| upon us by unavoidable Accidents: The 
8 Labour and Induſtry of many Years are 
| deltroy'd on a fudden. A comfortable 
| Fortune is burnt down, carried to the 
| bottom by a Tempeſt, or buried under 
the Ruins of an Earthquake. And in 
E {uch Cafes, without doubt, the Misfor- 
f be une calls more for Pity and Aſſiſtance, 
| than Diſregard. And ſometimes People 
Jo arc poor, becauſe they are refolv'd to 
| © honeſt : Becauſe they won't purchaſe 
02 Terms of Diſhonour, nor thrive upon 


:- offÞ"1e Proftirution of Conſcience ; ſuch Po- 
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Kcrcditable rhan Wealth, either gotten or 
cet! kept by Tricking and Preyarication. And 
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Rich, 11. 
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here give me leave to tell you, that the 


 over-valuing of Money is a moſt unfor- 


tunate Paſſion, and occaſions unfpeakable 
Confuſion. Does it not make way for 
all manner of Fraud and Perfidiouinels ? 
Does it not turn Commerce into Thic- 
very, Zaſtice into ormwood, and make 


the Laws a Grievance 2 When Interc{t 


ſpeaks, Nature is filenc'd, and Religion 
itſelf cann't be heard : This wretched 
Principle boggles at no Expedient, drives 
over Conſcience, and ruſhes againſt De- 
cency and Duty : This is rhat which flies 
Childrea at the Face of their Parents, 
{cts Blood againſt Blood, and, as Shate- 


| ſpear Ipeaks, 


Does Kin with Kin, aud Kind with 


Kind, confound. 


- Z,ycurgis was ſo apprehenſive of this 


Miichief, that he cried down Gold an( 
Silyer in the Spartay Dominions, and 
allow'd none but Iron Moncy. By the 
Strength of this Proyiſion, and one or 
two Laws morc, Jparia grew very Ic- 


- tarkable for their Juſtice, Temperance 


and Bravery ; and continued the chict 
City of Greece for fiye hundred Years 
together : In fo much that the Lacede- 
72011ans were the Arbiters of Peace and 

RO, War, 


halve "2 _ 
A ar - $ IM £ mw 5 ON ONES ny " J _ os naps he: > © x ; whe oi 4 'Z " In FO a "LESHLD hs OY 
rs - : 
Rx © mw X” fog a, _wd ou ek. wn aA @& : 


a vx 


TTY 


aud POVERTY. 


Was: and Heads of Confederacy, and the 
Judges of Foreign Dilpates. They re- 


concil'd their Neighbours, and brought 


them to their own Meaſures, only by 


ſending a plain Man, in a Freeze Coar, 


withour any Pomp or Retinue to ſupport 
his Embaſſy. And when £Ly/ander, up- 
on the taking of Athers, ict oft a vaſt 
Maſs of Treaſure to Sparta, lome of the 
wifeſt of the Lacedemonzans declar d 0- 
penly againſt receiving it *. They look'd 
upon Gold and Silver as the great De- 
bauchers of Mankind ; That thele Me- 
tals had a general Ajcendant, and were 


ple : Thar they were commonly gotten 
by Avarice and Circumvention, and ſpent 
upon Luxury and Riot. Bur not bcing 
able to prevail, rhe Event antwer'd their 
Fears, and Sparta quickly declin'd both 
in her Manners and Reputation. * "iis 
trace, Agzs afterwards endeavour'd to 1e- 
trieve the Commonwealth, and bring it 
towards Lycurgus's Model, but milcar- 
ried in the Attempr. | 


15:4, 
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| too {trong for the Morals of moſt Pco-- 


* Plyt, 


A 7s, 


Ibid. 


Philat. Lycurgus, befides the Expedi- 


ent.you mention, divided the Lands into 


| equal Shares, and oblig'd the Burghers to 


eat together at Common-Halls; I fuppole 
you are for the Scheme in its full Latitude, 


in order to compaſs your Reiormarion. 
H 4 Philal. 


1 


104 Of RICHES 


"A 


—— ——— 
—— — — 


Philal.. You miſtake me; I am for no 
ſuch levelling Project, neither do I thipk 
it practicable in all places. What I men- 
tion is only to ſhew the Miſchief of ido- 
lizing Money, and what carc great Men 
have tormerly taken to prevent ir. And 
whatever you may think, Poverty has 
not been always ſo unfaſhionable as you 
make it. To give {ome Inſtances from 
Antiquity ; Arz/7zdes, fo famous for his 
Juſtice and Valour, he who was Archo | 
or chief Magiſtrate of Athens, and did W r: 
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ituch Scrvice at the Battels of Marathon WW b 
and Platwa; This Ariſtides was fo far I t 
above the Fancy of an Eſtate, that he I L 
left nor Afſids enough to bury him; and I {þ 
his Daughters had their Portion from i to 
| the publick Exchequer. The Theban i w 
E.haminondas, who beat the Lacedemo- i be 
nians at Leutfra and Mantinea, and FE or 


wreſted the Sovereignty of Greece from I T 
them, was rich in nothing but Bravery I th 
and Reputation : To theſe we may add I de 
Curins Dentatus and Fabritins, among I T 
the Romans; this latter, who was Ge- Þ| tir 
neral againſt Pyrrhus, died fo poor, I ba 
that the Senate were at the charge of his | © * 
Funeral; and yet 'twas in his power to | © v 
have been otherwiſe : For Pyrrhus <a 
tempted him very high: He promis'd Þ < C 
to make him the Second Perſon in his Ft 
Kingdom, | 
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Kingdom, provided he would but deſert, 
and betray his Country. Had he ac-_ 
| cepted the Offer, he might have ſtuff*d 
| his Coffers to purpoſe ; he might” have 
| olitter'd in Treaſon, and made an ilju- 
E ſtrious Figure our of his Fal/bood. Bur 
FF this Bait would not down with the old 
; | Romans: They took Probity, good 
\ IF Faith and Courage, for the rrue Marks 
; ID of Greatneſs. ' Wealth work'd out of ill 
; | Practice, was always counted diſhonou- 
| I rable: In fach Caſes they did not ſhine, 
3 | but fer in Pomp and Title: Thus 
| they drew their Infamy more into the. 
| Light, and had a greater Croud to de- 
| fpiſe them. To make a Faure out of 
| foul Dealing, would have been jult as ; 
| wiſe a Proje& with them, as ir would A 
| be for a Man to put on a rich Habit, in py 
| order to ſtand in the Jzorks or Plory. 
| This was the old Roman way : But when 
| they began to be ſmirten with Pe/, they 
| degenerated apace, as Ja/uft obſerves, 
| This over-yaluing of Money, as he con- 
| tinues, makes People haughry and bar- 
| barous, and falſe both ro God and Man. Y 
© Ambition, ſays this Hiſtorian, has ſome- el. c- U 
© what of a handſome Colour : For Fame 4%” | 
© and Power are the Wiſhes both of the 
© Good and Bad; tho' the Means of. 
© their Purſnit are different”, But Co- 
Es vetoulnels 
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yetouſnels is all for the Coin, (quam ne- 
mo ſapiens concupruit) which was never 
the Inclination of any grear Perſon. Thus 
Tullytells us, * That nothing is a ſtronger 
< Evidence of a little, of a narrow Mind, 
* than to dote upon Riches; and that 
© nothing is more creditable and magni- 


© ficent than to dcſpiſe (I won't ſay the 


< Want, but) the Ablence of a Fortune ; 


© and to let it go freely for your Neigh- 


* bours when you have it. 


Philot. The Poyerty you mention is 


but comparative ; tis not of the hardeſt 


Kind: Your Greeks and Romans were 
provided with Neceſſaries, and fenced a- 


_ eainſt Hunger and Cold : They had Ho- 


nour to entertain them, and great Polts 
to keep them eaſy; and beſides, Luxury 
and State was not fo much the Faſhion 
of thoſc Ages as it has bcen ſince. _ 
Philal. You think, if they had bcen 
cloſer preſs'd, and driven towards Star- 
ying and Contempt, they would havc 
{rain'd their Honeſty to have given their 
Circumſtances a lift. Now I am not ot 
your Mind. And here give me leave to 
rell you, that, in my Opinion, a Man 
that ſubſiſts upon Misbehaviour, and cats 
and drinks away his Conſcicnce, is as dc- 
plorable a ſight as a Malefactor in Gibbets, 
that deyours himſelf as far as he can wack: 
alc 
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| tain the Splendor of Life. 
| give Eaſe, Leiſure and Obſervance to the 
| Wealthy, and make them reliſh their Cir- 
 cumſtances. Now when they have worn 
| up their Strength in drudging, and dila-- 
| bled rhemſelves by their Induſtry, they 
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ther. I grant, to feel the Extremity of 


Want, and be always under Diſcipline 
and Mortification, muſt be very uncom- 
fortable: Burt then we are to conſi- 


der, that the World will either mend, 


or wear off; that the Diſcharge will come 
ſhortly, and the Hardſhip turn to Advan- 


tage; that the Conteſt is commendable 
and brave, and that 'tis dangerous and 
diſhonourable to ſurrender. Bur tho' Po- 
verty is ſometimes more creditable rhan 
Riches, tho” as ſuch *tis never any Dil- 
orace; yet I mult needs ſay, ir often lies 


- too much under Neglect. 'Tis the Poor 


that provide the Neceſaries and main- 
Tis they that 


ihould be cheriſh'd in their Declenſion, 


| and invited to a comfortable Retrcar. 

| Thoſe who had done any conſiderable 
| Service at Athens, were lodg'd in the 
| Prytaneum, and maintain'd at the pub- 
lick Charge. 
| there are Invalides and Hoſpitals in 
| France and Holland : Here Soldiers and 
| Seamecn arc handſomly recciy'd, their old 


And to the ſame purpole, 


af 


and feallows one Limb to ſupport ano- 
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"Ages is ſupported, and if they have loft their 
Limbs, they can live without them. 

 ®hilor. 1 ſappole you would have ſack 
a Proviſion ſettled for the poor Labourer, 


tho- in a lower proportion. 


 Philal. Yes; and for the honeſt, but 


onfortunate Tradeſman too; I jay, lome-_ 


ching reſembling would &o well: For 


Parith Collef1ons are oftentimes narrow 


in the Subſiſtance, and choaking enough 
in che Manner. 

Philot. 1 am told, the Overſeers it in 
ſome places go to the Tavern with thc 
Pariſh Money , make large Trears out 
of Collefions, and get drunk with the 
Poor's Box. 


Philal. I'm afraid you are not always 
miſinform'd. Bur this, beſides the Inju- 


{tice, is the moſt barbarous PraCtice ima- 


 ginable : There's ſcarcely any Name too 


had, or any Puniſhment too great for't. 
What can be more wretched than to rob 
che Spzrtle, and to ſupport Luxury from 


_ the Basker? This is in a manner to 
prey upon the Vitals, and drink the 


Blood of the Indigent. If ſuch a Man 
was ſharp-fer, I ſhould not quinn his 


turning Cannibal. 


Philot. Your mentioning Holland puts 
me in mind that there arc no Beggars 


there; Is not this a very commendable. 


Regulation * e  Philal. 
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"Philal Wirthour all doubt : "Tis | piry 
the Precedent is not follow'd. _ 

Philot. What would you have done ? 

Philal. 1 don't pretend to preſcribe : 


Bur with Submiſſion, ir might not be a- 
' miſs, if Pariſhes in great T OWns were 


carefully inſpected, Vice and Neceſſity 
better diſcover'd, and the Impotent di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from the Ly; 

Philot. That the firſt might not have 
the Need, nor the other the Liberty of 
Begging. 

Philal. Right : But as the Mattcr 
ſtands, *tis hard to diſcern Want from 


counterfeiring. The Cafe being thus 


perplex'd, and Cheats breaking fome- 
times out, the Marks of Poverty are fu- 


pected, Compaſſion grows cool, Charity 


is put to a ſtand, and many an honeſt 
poor Body iS difap ointed. 

 Philox. Yes: And ſometimes we mi- 
ſtake our Man ; Good Narure is abus'd, 
and the Money is ſpent upon Intempe- 
rance and Lewdnefs. Bur are we never 
to give any thing in the Streers, till we 

can clear the Merit, and demont.rate the 
Neceſſity ? 


' Philal. 1 don't fay ſo: The charitable 


fide is always the beſt: Tenderneſs and 
Humanity are Virtues; and if a Beggar 


deceiyes me, 'tis at his own peril; I ſhall 
be 


 , 
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be confider'd for my good Intention. 
Beſides, crying out upon Impoſture, and 
general Declamations againſt the Poor, 
are commonly the Language of the 
Lean-temper'd, and the Excutes of Co- 
vetoulhels: Ie 
Phzlot. Since you are ſomewhat civil 
, to the Beggars, how ſhould an indigent 

|  Gentlewan be treated ? 
Philal. 1 can't anſwer you without 
diſtinguiſhing upon the Occaſion of his 
Decay : If Pe = been reduced by his 
Vices, and ſunk under his Extravagancc, 
I think he onght to be coldly receiv'd, 
and very little conſider'd for his Condi- 
tion ; ſince Poverty is his Fault, it ſhould 
be his Puniſhment roo. To careſs a dil- 
abled Libertine, is to encourage Diſorder : 
And tho' Miſery is never to be inſulted, 
yet ſuch People deſerve to ſuffer, and be 
left to Negle@ in terrorem. To go to 
the bottom of Matters, Debauchery of 
itſelf is a degrading Misbehaviour : 'Tis 
living below the Pretences of Reaſon, 
and the Dignity of Humane Nature : And 
moſt of all, unbecoming a Man that has FM _ 
Privilege above the Croud, and is parti- P 
-cularly valued by the Government. For | ® 
this Reaſon the Roman Cenſors usd to I 
diſtlaim the debauch'd, and ftrike them | 
out of the Liſt of Quality. TOES | EC 

Philot. | 
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Philot. 1 thought a Gentleman might 
have indulg'd a little more, and given 
his Fancy a Looſe farther than other 
People. 

| @©Philal. You are firangely out : He- 
E raldry is no ProtcCtion to Immorality. 
E Perlons of Condition have no unlimitred 
© Range, no Excmption from Duty, no 
| peculiar Licence for Folly and DiſtraQi- 
on: So far from this, thar Diſſolution 
E of Manners is more criminal in {ſuch Per- 
lons than in Peaſants. 

EB ©Philot. Why ſo? Fe 

EF Philal. Becauſe they are more indebt- 
ed ro God and the Goyernment for their 
E DiſtinCtion ; becauſe they miicarry under 
E a better Education, and are more infe- 
| ious in the Example. 

E @Philot, Whar if a Gentleman is de- 
| cay'd by Caſualty or Conſcience ? 

* *©®Hhz/al. Then his Character ſhould be 
| confider'd, and treated with a diſtinguiſh- 
| ing Regard, Then the Manner of doing 
| him any Service ſhould be particularly 
| imooth and engaging. _ EL 
| Philot. Ym of your Mind ; but ſome 
| People are ſtrangely rough and unpoliſh'd 
| intheir Kindneis: There's fo much Haugh- 
| tineſs and 11]-nature in the J7arnrer, that 
| they ſeem glad of an Opportuniry to 
| teaze you, and to throw the Civility at 


ti your | 
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your Head; ah 5 you ha "om to have 
roo much Stomach £ digeſt the Afﬀront, 
they are apt to grow warm and angry. 
In ſhort, they hold a Cane in one Hand, 


_ and a Fayour in tother; ſo that you 


may be either cudgel'd or ob1ig'd, as you 
think convenient. 


Philal. Vm ſorry to hear any Body 


ſhould fail fo far, as to offer unbecoming 
Forms to People of Faſhion, and ule 
them unſuitably ro their Condition. Bur 
'I muſt bid you. Adien. 

Philot. Your Seryant. 
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IWHOREDOM. 
| In a DiaLocut between 


Eretion and Sophroniſtes 


E Sophron. W NDER Favour, £ro- 
; |; [| tiou, you mult not 

E 0 paſs: Whar, go by 
| your old Friend's Door, and neither call 
| nor ſpeak to him! 

t £vor. 1 ask your excuſe : I don't uſe 
[to be fo negligent, but my Head is ſome- 
E what full at prefent. PHT 

| ISophron. What! Are you upon ſome 
Edifficult Problem in Mathemaricks ? Are 
you trying to ſquare the C:rcle ? 

| £ror. No: I don't love to ab/iraff 
Imy Fancy fo much: I trouble my {eff 
with no C7nes, excepting thoſe in a 200d 
Wace, To ſpare your farther Enquiry; I 
wave an Intrigue upon the Anvil, and 
that you kriow requires Thoughr and 
Addreſs. Gallaritry to manage ir nicely, 
bs n0 {uchi-caly Undertaking. 
Þ 1  Syphroa. 


_ 
» 


__ Sopbron. It may be ſo ; for ſomerimez oe 
Miſchief lies ſo far out of the way, that E 0 
People mult drudge to be undone, Gal. WW 
lantry | how foft and well bred is the 
Expreſſion £ But in my Opinion, this Ar 
Language 1s too Ceremonious. =» \ the 

Erot. How would you have it call'd! Wc 1 
SJophron. Whoredom. ro 
£Erot. O fie! that's unpoliſh'd and di: WW ; 

_ couraging. dE ro ins B 3 
 Jophron. Words are but Images of FF... 
Things: If you don't like the firſt, why Wy 
do you venture upon the other ? "IsM..3 
wile Conduct, without doubr, to ſtart a MF 
the Shadow and purſue the Subſtance! 
However, this Skreening carries ſome BWhz,, 
_ thing of the Confeſſion of Guilt : /YajhaM., 
and Pant are always Signs of a coark Guts 
Complexion. SH And 
Erot. It may be fo : But at preſent] "= 

am not at leiſure for Argument and Scrto j 
ples; my Afﬀair is ſomewhat perplex'vW x 
and I muſt try to diſentangle it. _ ir fo; 
Sophron. 1 wiſh there is not a Huſh, , 

| band in the caſe. ian L 5; 
£E70t. That's to my ſelf. Tho” I mul ley 

tell you, we ſeldom trouble our Head eco! 
abour the Diſtindtions of /7gle or 1 ipe x 
rzed, Fancy is our Rule; and as thi df h 
directs, our Motions are govern'd. OulyMhe 
this I muſt add, That Difficulty and Dari ike 
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© ger heighten the Succeſs, and make the 
E Conquelt more entertaining. =» 
E Sophron. The more Wickednefs, the 
E more Satisfaction : An admirable Maxim! 
At this rate a Highway-Man that mur- 
Echers, ought to value himſelf more, than 
Fif he had nothing to brag of bur ſingle 
ERobbery. 


» 


it E £Erot. If you go to Preaching and 


Principles, we are gone. Bur tho'I am 
0 Bnot Matter of my Paſitons, I think I 
have gotten my Conſcience pretty well 
punder. | 
WE S$9phron. *T'will rife upon you one 
time or other; but no more of thar. 
" WHowever, I hope you are in jeſt: To 
be throw your Caſe therefore out of the dil- 
ark wpute, I ſhall argue rhe Point in general : 
End here, I ſuppote, your Men of Gal- 
antry have nor laid aſide all Prerenſions 
to Juſtice and Honour. 


bn thoſe Points. 
| Sophron. But then, which way do 
Ihey defend themſelves? How can they 
concile the Practice to the Character 


00"pt Fair-Dealing ? They rob the Wife 
oy d! her Virtue, and as the World goes, 
21) he Husband of his Reputation : They 


bake them both the Jeſt of the Neigh- 
| EF. bourhood : 


| Erof. By no means: They would take. 
it for a high Afront to be queſtion'd up- 
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| bourhood : They diſturb the Harmony 
_ of Life, and break the Friend!hip of the 
neareſt Relation. What Conftuſions, what 
Quarrels, what Deſtruction of Circum- 
ſtances, arc often occaſion'd by ſuch Li. 
berties as thele ? With what Colouw 
can the Authors of {ſuch Diforder pre. 
tend to Honeſty 2 Has a Man no Pro- 
perty in his Marriage ? no Right to be 
eaſy, and unblemith'd in his Family ! 
Vhen the Misfortune comes to their 
own Doors, theſe Sparks are for no {uch 
Latitude: The Infamy of their own 
Vives and Daughters touches them to 
rhe quick: They arc all Rage and Re: 
tcentment; and no Revenge 1s too great 
tor {uch an Injury. And, can ſuch Par 
tiality as this conſiſt with Juſtice 2 Ca 
thole be ſaid to act upon the 1quare, that 
bave one Meaſure for themlelves, and 
another for their Neighbour 2 1s that 
Perion a Man of Honour that won't co 
as he would be done by ? thar hates thc 
Reſemblance of his Practice, and can 
endure his own Ulage ſhould be return 
upon him ? 

£rot. You make an Amour look hid 
ouſly black; and in ſhort to be no ba} 
ter than downright Knayery, - | 

Jophron. You muſt not take ir ill, 


«os 7 ; z 7M k . 


NAY. CHE? FR es A 5 ® . 
ww w » Da 4 A 02 th =_Y "24 py 
OTH — pode” = , 5 FIRES) 
- OO «OO LT wy TAPER? »3t nt AE ne/58 


make nothing ; I only preſent things 
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| your View : And give me leave to ob- 
| ſerve, That thoſe who arc Libertines 
abroad, are oftentimes ill-natur'd ar 
home. The Wife grows a Nulance ; 
E and no Ruggedneſs or Barbarity is too 
| coarfe for her ; or at beſt ſhe's bur the 
E Lumber of the Houſe. The Promiſes 
E of Courtſhip, and the Engagements of 
E Marriage, are quite forgotten. The Tirle 
E of Reſpef? is transferr'd, and al! the 
i Breeding and good Humour made over 

E to the /Pench : She is Miſtreſs of the 


_ | Man and the Money. Her Apartments, 
A and her Equipage, are all Curioſity and 
re 8 Expence. She makes her Progreſs in 
ro 0 OEAre and travels with her Po/?:/1197: ; 
p..o Ren, it may be, the poor Lady in 


E lown, can hardly compalS a Hackney to 
E remove her from one Street of Smoak 


Car 


be : to another. FT confels, I don't much won- 
1; Cer at ſuch Misbehaviour. He that can 
« | 4iſpenſe with the main Articles, will ea- 
the | fily get over the Points of Decency. 
a: Y hat Civility can be expected from thoie 


Ethat have broken the moſt ſolemn Cove- 
Enants, that ſtand falle on the Paryp 
E Regz/fer, and are perjur'd upon Record ? 
F £707. You make a mighty pother a- 
Fbout Matrimony. Such Strictacls would 
ill, p;nake us very uneaſy, and move like Fe- 
5 1 025, With our lrons about us. Bur we 
=_ F'3- arc 
you 


1ro( 
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are kinder Cafniſts to our ſelves: We 


take this Holy Leagae and Covenant up- 


on the Scorriſh View, only for Intereſt 


and Power. The Solemnitics of the Form 
ſerve handſomly to deceive, give us a 


Title to the Bride's Fortune, and make 


us Tenants by Courteſy, and that's the 
meaning of the Matter. 
Sophron. To play with Religion, and 


 . make a Jeſt of Juſtice, is neither fafe nor 


honourable. Have a care of f{uch Sal- 
lies; tho', I know, your Diſcourſe is the 
Practice of too many. 7h, 

Erot. Be not fo tragical upon our Scx: 
Are notthe Women taulty in this reſpect ! 
Ler them bcgin us a good Example, and 
lead in the Reformation. 

$ophron. Your Charge is true without 


queſtion : AndTI muſt own, thar when a 


Woman can prevail with her felf, to {ct 
her Conſcience and her Honour aſide, to 


ruth through hcr Native Modeſty, and 


| the Relerv'anels of her Education, ſhe is 


{trangely degenerated, and mightily al- 


ter d from what God has made her. Sie 


that's untrue to her Husband, and has 670- 
ken the Covenant of her God, is all Banc 
and Blemili : She ſtains the Blood of rhe 
Family, brings in a Foreign Hue, and 
quarters the Enemy upon the Eſtate. And 
what complicated Injuſtice is all ay ; 
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© Fancy, and let the Beaſt 
of them, ſhould be treated accordingly, 
| if they were right ſerv'd, and forfeit the 
t Privilege of their Kind. 

| AE£rot. I find, a Woman has great rea-_ 
E fon to guard her Virtue, and live with 


lo hardy 


her. 


| n0 body. e th 
| Appearances, and enjoy the Credit of a 
| fair Character. 
| thus far. Therefore, when Women go 
| unuſual Lengths in their Converſation, 
| give broad Signs of a vitious Inclina- 
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 Erat. If you talk thus, you'll ſtrike 


| atPcople of Faſhion: Several good Gen- 


tlewomen are tax'd upon this {core. 
Jophron. It may be 1o, and not with- 


E out reaſon : Bur ler me tell you it is a 
FE orcat Blot in their Scurcheon. Lewd- 
E nels, like Treaſon, degrades a Woman's 
E Quality, and makes her deſpicable and 
E cheap : Thoſe that are govern'd by their 


Folly, lay the Reins looſe upon their 


get the berter 


ber Diſcretion about her. 
Sophron. Witch her Diſcretion abour 


t her; yes, that's certain: For if ſhe 


ventures at improper Freedoms, and is 
as to loſe her Reputation, 
there lies ſtrong Preſumptions againſt 


Erot: How fo? © 
Sophron. Why, foul Imputations pleaſe 
All People deſire to fave the 


Pure Pride will carry 
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tion, and draw the Cenſare of the World 
upon them 

Erot. What Conclufion do you make 

from thence ? 

Sophron. | ſhall make no Conchi- 
 ffion; but the general Inference will be, 
That ſuch Women have a Conſideration 

for their Infamy, and an Over-balance, 
as they reckon it, tor the Lofs of .Re- 
putation. 

Erot. By your Reafoning , a Woman 

/ orght to decline all airy Liberties, and 
eſpecially all Correſpondence with a mar- 
ried Man. | 

Sophron. Yes; all ſuch Correſpon : 

dence as may give an Occaſion of Jca- Þ 1 
louly. For Marriage creates a pecu- i 
liar- and incommunicable Friendſhip: Þ 
Theſe Rights are not to be inyaded, no: W : 
the Aﬀections drawn off; nor the Quict Þ | 
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_ of cither Party diſturb'd. Thoſe Fa 
miliarities which give Umbrage, and 


| carry the Countenance of Deſign, are 
| ill-natur'd, and unjuſt, rho' they go n0 
_ farther. | 

Erot. Well 1 1 would not be a Wo- 
man for-more than Fl] ſpeak of Wer: 
1 doom'd to. that Change, my Fame, or 
my Liberty, muſt be loſt, and I mult 
fatter conſiderably, either in Character 
Or Conflacment. 


az 
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Sophron. Don't miſtake; the Men 
have no ſuch Exemption as you fancy. 
Liberty is not entail'd upon the Iſſue 
Male ; they have no Charter to live ar 


ED ans. d 


large, and run riot. They are under the | 


ſame Duties of Religion, and oblig'4 by 
the ſame Laws of Sobriety with the o- 
ther Sex. The Matrimonial Contract is 
mutual ; and a Failure on either ſide, is 
equally _a- Violation of Faith, and a 
Breach of the Confederacy. And where 
the Crime is the lame, wiy ſhould the 
Diſgrace go lets, or the Puniſhment not 
keep a proportion ? 

Eroft. Under favour, the Crime is not 
the ſame : Whea a Woman proves per- 
fidious, the Misfortune is incorporated 
with the Family, the adulterous Brood 
are fed upon the Husband, and it may 


be run away with the Premzſes. But. 


when the Man goes aſtray, the Wife 


can't pretend to juch great Damages. 


_ Jopbron. Is maintaining of Strumpets, 
and putting Baſtards out to *Pernſfron, tach 
a Trifle then in your Opinion ? Don't 


thele Suckers {tarye the main Stock, and. 


impoveriſh the Family 2 Theſe, I take 
it, are Provocations of the higheſt De- 
gree, and much of the ſame Size with 
the Injuries by you mention'd. | 


Erot. 


Lana 
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_ £r0t. 1 thought the Superiority of our 
Sex might have given us ſome Privilegc 
cxtraordinary. 

 $ophron. An Exemption from Virtuc 


is the Privilege of a Brute ; that's the 
moſt I can make on't. But what Supe- 
 Tiority do you mean ? That of Force !? 
An Elephant is ſtronger than a Man ; 


what Conſequence can you draw from 


thence 2 


Erot. Til mean then a Superiority of 
Underſtanding. 
Sophron. If you would have it Birth 


and Native Adyantage, I fancy you arc 
miſtaken : But granting your Suppoſiti- 


on, {or Argument-lake, what will you 
get by it? For if Men have fuch an 
Over-Balance of Senſe; if their Reaſon 
is fo comparativeiy ftrong, why don't 
they make a better uſe on't ? Why docs 
their Underſtanding ſleep, and their Ap- 
petites run away with them ? To mil- 


carry under ſuch a Force of Mind, docs 


bur aggravate the Fault, and make the 


 Diforder more incxcuſable. 


£rot. Notwithſtanding what you ſay, 
a licentions Life is not ſo {candalous in a 
Man as in a Woman. 
Jophron. That is, the Men fay fo; 
But what does this prove more than 
Confidence and Partiality £ Were they 
not 
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| not bolder in their Crimes they would | 


not think ſo. Now, is Face and Fore- 
head fach a Commendation 2 Or a Li- 
bertine the better for the Loſs of his 
Modeſty ? I confels, this Vice is lo very 
bad in both Sexes, and fo great a Diſtur- 
ber of Socicty, that I think it can hard- 


ly be put under too much Shame and 


Diſcipline. I have ſometimes wonder'd, 


why a lewd Perſon is not as infamous as 


a Thicf. Is Domeſtick Quiet, and the 
Securities of Blood and Marriage, lets va- 
luable than a little Money ? I fay, why 


iS not he that ſteals a Woman's Honour 


as uncreditable as a common Surprizer 


| of Property ? Is not the Loſs as conli- 
| derable, and the Mcrthod as indirect and. 


ſcandalous 2 What are Preſents and Flat- 
tery, upon this ſcore, better than the 
Tricks of Kid-napping ? Have they not 
all a rreacherous and felonious Inicat ? 
Are they not deitgn'd ro ſurprize and 
ruin; to charm down Dilcretion, and 
Ipirit away the Party ? 

£rot. You talk as if the Connivance 


was too indulgent, and a publick Provi- 


ſon wanting in the caſe. 
| 1 , 
Sophron. Why, now you ſpeak on't, 
it tne Honour of Familics were put un- 
der the Protection of the Law, and more 
onarded 
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guarded by the Conſizturion, 1 humbly 


- conceive it might not be amils. 
Erot. Have you any Precedents to 
lupport the Bz1/ ? 
vophron. Enough in all Conlcience. 
I will give you ſome of them. To be- 
gin with the /E:gyprians; Diodorns S1- 
Biblioth. culus reports, Thar in the Cale of Adul- 
1.5.75. tery, 7 he Man was baſtinad9'd to a thou- 
fand Blows, and the Woman had her 
iid. c59. Noſe cut off. He adds, That in the ear- 
lier Ages of that Government, under Je- 
foſtres, teveral Women were burnt alive 
for that Crime. Among the Arhenzans, 
if any Perſon was convicted of Adultery, 
Demi. "Twas in the power of the Bench to make 
wet # him as much an Example as they 
* pleas'd, provided the Puniſhment was 
ja of Death. Solou's Law went 
higher, and left the Malcfactor perfect- 
ly at the Mercy of him that was injur'd. 
Nott. At- To go on to the Romans: Gellins in- 
-- forms us, That the Hasband could ju- 
AG the killing of his Wife, upon proof 
_ of fuch Misbehaviour. And by the 
Laws of the Twelve Tables, the Adul- 
terer, if {urpriz'd, might be legally dil- 
Plantus iz patch'd ; for here likewiſe, Killing was 


= 


"Ba _ no Murther. They ſometimes qualificd 


Martial. thete Libertines for the Per/ian Court, 


£i6. 3. aud make them fit to guard the Serag/zo. 
Fg. 43+ And 


Do 


Me 


a 


Of WHOREDOM. 125 


———_— 


—_—_—_— 


And this Puniſhment was formerly the 


Cuſtom in England, elpecially when the 


Husband had forbidden the ſuſpected 


Perſon his Wife's Company, as appears 
by a Y/rir of King fohn to the High Kr Clas/. 
Sheriff of Hantſhire. The Julian Law ;* 3 


han. Rents 


paſs'd by Auguſtus, made Banithment atems. 2. 
the Sentence for Adultery: And 1o 
likewiſe thoſe were {erv'd, who had de- 
bauch'd fingle Women or Widows of 
Condition. And here the Emperor was 
ſo ſtri&t and impartial, thar he would not 
pardon his own Family. The Sentence 


was executed on his Daughter 77/4, and 


her Highneſs tranſported to Pandatarig. Seton. in 
Ho ace in his Panegyrick upon Augn/!us, _ 
mentions this Law as a Branch of his 
Commendation, flouriſhes upon the Pro- 

orels of the Reformation, and tells him, Horac. 
That now Families grew regular and un- {+ 
blemiſh'd, Licence was cfteCtually check'd, 

and Infamy, as it were, chas'd out of rhe 


Common-wealth. 


| Nullis polluitur caſta domns ſtupras, Carm. 
Mos, & lex maculoſum edoinuit nefas: © 5 
 Lanudantur ſrmilt prole puerpera, 
Culpam pena fpremit Comes. 


To proceed: Plato bars Adulterers from P!ato 4e 


having any Poſt in the Magiſtracy ; and © bY 


rhe 


x" 
-F8 


4 
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the Romans would not fometimes fuſter 
Merander them to ſtand upon the Mufter-roll. Ta- 
5.0.3.4 35 | {t the old Gez 

+ 6 © Citus reports, That amongſt the 01d Gey- 
de Re Mi- ans, Juſtice was done with as much Ex- 


ir. Tacit, nedition in theſe Cates, as in a Court of 


de Mor. 


Gem. : Pie-Powder : * The Husband being the 
19. © legal Executioner, us'd to call in fome 
< of the. Neighbourhood and Relations, 
© and then ſtripping his Wife to the Waſte, 
< {witch'd her in this Equipage through 
© the Village.” And the Fraxks lerved the 
Men much the fame ſauce when they 
found them tardy, and made them run 
* Dv their Heats through the Streets. * And 
Freſue herelI might add Inſtances from the Poles, 
Gs 7... Saxons and Hungarians ; from the Spa- 
zare. Dir- niards, Bohemians and Mahometans ; 
or g” among molt of which, the Penalties were 
mer. iz Capital; and where they went lower, 
_ Chrow they were home-charg'd with Smart and 
- rs Difgrace: I think 1 had beſt give you 
de Bamla the Particulars. —— 
Kege, Iv Erot. Pray held your Hand : What 
Pi #7. a Rabble of Nations have you rak'd to- 
Alcoran, gether? I find many of them are Hea- 
&5: rhens and Infidels: Are theic good Evi- 
dence in Court? 


S$ophron. Why not 2 What Pretence 


have you to challenge them ? Does nor 


their appearing ſo unanimous, pro- 
nounce the Voice of Nature, and give 
Wt 
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in the general Decree of Mankind 7 


This Evidence, I conceive, amounts to 
little leſs than a 75 Gentium againſt 
you. However, to ſatisfy you farther, 
and compleat the Force of Authority, 


I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, how deep- 


ly this Vice ſtands condemn'd by the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion. As to 
the Fews, Adultery was Death to both 


Dext.22, 


22. vid, 


Parties by the Con/7zturzon. Now, you ,,1,,, 
know, God was their Legz/lator ; we Ur 


may be ſure therefore, the Paniſhment 
was not ovyer-proportion'd, And here 
we may oblcrye, that this Penalty was 
not peculiar to any Circumſtances of rhe 
Jewiſh State. There was nothing of 
Type or Figure in't, nothing particular 
as to the Time, Country, or Neighbour- 
hood of that Nation: This jhews the 
Ground of the Law* perpetual, thar it 
ſtands upon the Guilt of the Ca/e, and 
the Reaſon of the Thing : And that the 
Sin might not eſcape for want of Proof, 
there was a Miracle kept on foot to dil- 
cover it, Upon ſuſpicion; rhe /Yaters 
of” Fealonſy were to be drank, and thus 


Ebraitc, 


Numo 5. 


1 2g "Og 


the Matter was clear'd. For when the. 


Perſon was guilty, ſhe rotted and {weld 
immediately, and was a diſmal Spectacle 
of Falſhood. And to rhis Teſt, rhe 
Wife might be oblig'd, in cale the Hus- 

band 


1 {#, » 
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band had forewarn'd her before Wit- 
neſs, not to have any private Convet- 
{ation with a Perſon he did nor like. 
Selden, If after this Admonition ſhe was found 
_ o* to converſe privately with ſuch a Per- 
< 13. ». fon; and Evidence made of it, the Trial 
287. above-mention'd was to paſs upon her. 
Thus this Crime was puniſh'd by the 
Jewiſh Law. And if we come on far- 

ther, we {hall find all the Terrors of 

the Goſpet drawn up againſt it. To 

lay, Heaven-Gates are barr'd, is but lit- 

tle upon the Compariſon. *Tis reckon'd 
amongſt the worſt Sins, rang'd with the 
 worlt Company, and threaten'd with the 
deepeſt Vengeance. Fll cite you thc 

Texts by and by. In the mean time, 

give me lcaye to obſerve to you, how 
Adultery was punilh'd by the C:v:/ Laws 

after the Empire turn'd Chriſtian. -The 

famous Conſtantine the Great, puniſh'd 

cd. J5u- Adulterers with Death, as appears by 
fin. 1.39 his Reſcript or Precept to Fvagrins, da. 
toe. 941, ted Anno Dom. 326. His Sons, Conſtar. 
&+ 4dulr. tins and Conſtans, give their Judges in- 
ftruftions to burn ſuch Criminals 'alivec, 

or elle few them up in a Sack with 

Dogs and Serpents, and then drown 

Z.. 4. Cod. them as they did Parrieides. And in 


Theod. the Reign of LValentinian and Valens, 


Tir. 36, Cathegus, a Roman Senator, was prone 
cured 


CONE 
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cuted for Adultery, and loſt his Head, 


| as Ammianus Marcellinus informs us: 
| And in this manner, as he goes on, fe- 
| veral Women of Qualicy ſutfer'd about 


Amm. 
Marcell. 
LAS; 


| the ſame time. The Emperors Leo and 


| Majorianus foften'd the Sentence to per- 
| petual Baniſhmenr; with this Provilo, 
| That if the Criminals of either Sex ven- 
E tured ro return, 'twas.. lawful for any 
Perſon to kill them. Afterwards Fu/71- 
nan ſettled rhe puniſhment in his /Vs- 
E els, and the Law made it Death to the 
Þ Adulterer. ISO E 

EF Erofr. That's true : But then the Wo- 
E man eſcap'd ſomewhat better: for ſhe 
E was only ſconrg'd, and then ſhut up in 
t a Monaltry. 

F Sophron. What Reaſons determined 
E the Emperor to rhe incquality of the Pu- 
E nihment, I ſhan'c examine. But there 
L icems ro be a plain Partialicy in fome 
E Places on the other ſide: For inſtance, 


Lbr:dewetl, and doing nothing to the 
Ercllow that debauch'd her, tho* fome- 
wtimes che firſt is ſingle, and the other 
pmarried 2 Is nor this a figa the Je 15 
Icrept into the Adminiſtration , and that 


tio proceed: In latter Ages, when the 
; Empire was divided, the Eaſtern part of 


it 


Authen. 
Coll. 9. 
127.17; 

e.-10;* 


Ibid. 


E What think you of ſending a //ench to. 


Ewe live under a Maſculzze Government 2 


p——_— F - 
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it puniſh'd the Adulterer and Adulterels, 
c-1/fit, by cutting oft their No/es, as FHarmens. G 
Leon. 32. pulns proves from the Conſtitutions of 
0s Leo. And as for the /eſtern Nations, MW 
I have mention'd their Proceedings al- WW 6 
ready ; I ſay, of moſt of them, excepr- it ., 
ing Scorland, where Adultery is Death ar WW p 
this Day. | h 
And now it may not be improper to 
throw in a word or two abour the Dil- WF P 
cipline of the Church. 
And here we may obſerve, That Pope WF a 
Lepherinus was the firſt Biſhop that ad- W 4 
mirted Adulterers ro Communion aftcr 
Penance perform d : This Relaxation is WW p, 
thought to haye fo far ſcandaliz'd 7er- WW 
tullian, as to make him deſert the Cz WW 
tholicks, and turn Montaniſt, 
Can. 69. The Council of E/zberzs, held Ann 
' 305, impoſes Five Years Pcnance on 
thoſe that had fallen bur once into rhe 
Car. 20. Sin of Adultery. The Council of 4» 
cyra held Nine Years after, makes the 
Penance Seven Years: And the Coun 
cil of Toledo conven'd Anno 400, ſtretch 
it to Fen. And, to mention no more, 
7.3 Can. the great St. Baſel aſſigns Seven Years 
a gephs Penance for Fornication, and Fifteen fot 
PENN Adultery. bs 
And that we may not miſtake in this 
Matter, we muſt take notice, that 7: 
nai 


* 
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> WW yzaxce in the Primitive Church, was a 
” Stare of great Mortification : The Penz- 


WW rents wore a poor Motirning Habir, were Morin. dz 
WW diſciplin'd ar their firft Entrance with /.,*". 

| Sack-cloarh and Afhes, and lay proſtrate Behav. 

| on the Ground, while the Clergy and vr and 

; . 5 | $65 roy : MIQOncr 

| People pray'd for theiv. They general- , ,,. 

| ly liv'd retir'd for the whole Period; and Chritti- 

| paſs'd their time in Praying, in Faſting, '** ©*: 
| and other Auſterities. 

| I come in the next Place, to cite the 

| Authorities of Scrzprare againſt Whore- 

| dom. Theſe Cenſures ſtand upon Re- 

| cord for our Inſtruction : They are the 


3 WF Decrees of the Supreme Court, and there's 
”, "{W& Omniporence for the Execution. 
WW [| ſhall begin with the O/4 Teffament ; 


Land becauſe I have already mentioned 
| now Adultery was puniſh'd by the Jewiſh 
Law, I ſhall only produce thoſe Texts 
F Which aftect ſimple Formation. 


| In the firſt Ages of the World, and 
um Wlong before the Mo/aic Inſtitution; Co- 
” Ehabitation without Marriage, was look'd 


fon as a great Wickedneſs. This appears 

IPlainly from the Caſe of Dnah, and the 

Keep Revenge taken for that Diſhonour. 

ind when 7acob reprimanded his Sons 7-34 7: 
or being too hot and uncaurious in their *' © 
Reſentment, they juſtify themſelves in 

Whis Reply, Should he deal with our 1614. Y. 
90 Ka. Siſter 3* 
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Siſter as with an Harlot £ And three or 

tour Chaprers forward, when 7adah was 

told, his Daughter-in-Law T hamar had 

pliy'd the Harlot, he prelently orders, 
un. 38 Ler ber be brought forth, and burnt. 

24 To advance to the Moſazck Lay: 

The 1/raelztes are ſolemnly forbidden 

teviz. 19, Fornication in thele Words, Do not pro- 

29: ſtature thy Daughter to cauſe her to br 


Dent. 22. 


2T]. 


a Whore; leſt the Land fall to Whore- 
dom, aud the Land become full of 
IL ickedneſs. And in Deuteronomy, the 


 Damſel was to be ſtoned to Death that 


had wrought Folly in Iſrael, and playd 
the Whore in her Father's FHlonſe. And 
in the next Chapter, you ſee how one 
impudent Creature is mention'd with a- 
nother : The Words\arc, Thou ſhalt not 
bring the [Hire of \ I hore, nor the 
Price of a Dog, mnto the Houſe of tis 
Lord thy God, for any Vow : For even 
both theſe are an Abomination into the 


| Lord thy God. And in the beginning 


of the Chapter, *tis taid, A Baſtari 
ſhall not enter into the Congregation (| 
the Lord: Even to his tenth Genera 


 tzon, ſhall he not enter into the Cit 


gregation of the Lord. This is a vcr) 
remarkable Law for the diſcouraging of 
Diſorder; and you may conclude the 
Guilc from the Sentence. The licentious 

arc 


———— 
4 ; 
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are puniſh'd in their neareſt Intereſt. 
Their Iſſue are ſtrack our of Privilege ; 
they can't be incorporated in the Srare, 
nor taken 'into the Soczery of the Peo- 
ple of God. The Bar reaches to a long 


&; Period : And they are much below the _ 

N Advantage of mere Heathens: For the 

M AFigyptians were admitted at the Third 7: * 
bs And our own Laws have *' 


Generation. 
made ſome Proviſion for $9472e7y in this 


| begotten. And beſides, you know they 
| haye another leſſening DiſtinEtion, which 
| 1 need nor mention. 


" W Misforrune in your Opinion. 
0 Sophrov. Don't miſtake me: A Man 
4 | can't chuſe his way of coming into the 
the World; ncither is he ro be blam'd for 
F any thing but the Abuſe of his 7/727. 


| For this reaſon, Natural Children onghe 
not to be reproach'd by any Mortal ; 
| if they have Merit, it muſt be ownd; 


1 0 | and if Titles, treated accordingly. Bur 
WF then, if they have any Kindnels for Vir- 


E rue or Senſe, don't let them boalt of 


"Y E their Birth; for that is to be proud of 

; X | a Diſadvantage, and glory in the Shame 

_ | of their Parents; I fay, of their Pa-. 
10 


rents; And therefore in the Language of 
| K 3 Our 


Erot. I perceive, Illegitimacy is a great 


| Caſe: For a Baſtard cannot be Hezr, nor fro 
| have Heir, without Iſſiie of his Body, 


cr2nts, 
a. 7; 3 


——— 
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our Jtatutes, Baltardy is [ad to he a 
g2rat Diſhonour to Almighty God : 
And that Baſtards, begotten and-bo2n 
out of Lawful Batrimony, (an Df- 
fence againſt God's Law and Yan's 


Law,) tend to evil Erample, and 


Encouragement of Lewd Life. | 
confeſs, the Penalry of the firſt S72- 
tute is clogg'd with a Provſo which 
looks ſomewhat ſingular, viz. Jt the 
Saſtard is likely to p2zove chargeabic 


_ to the Pariſh, Sc. With Submillion, 


what it it is not? Is Wealth a Privi- 
lege for Lewdneis ? And muſt no body 
be puniſh'd bur thoſe who have no Mo- 


ney in their Pocket ? I can't help fay- 


ky 


ſuch Caſlcs. 
Erort. I hope you don't think the /e- 

preſentatives threw in this Clarſe to ic- 

cure their own Liberty ? 
Sophron. Why ſhould you fancy 


ing, Little People do leaſt Milchicf in 


10? But if the Penalty lay more heavy 


where the Example is more dangerous, 
would not the Evil be ſooner cruil'd, 
and the Intention of the Law better pro- 
vided for? 
Eror. What! would you have the 


Puniſhment proportion'd to the Bulk of | 


the Perſon, and goyern'd by the Scalc 
of the Poll-Tax 2 


= opbron. 
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 So9þhron. You love to ask untoward 
WW Queſtions : Bur this I fay, that if none 


| but the YVa/gar were Licentious, the Sin 
would look clowniſh and deſpicable, and 
| the Barrenneſs of the Soil would almoſt 
ſtarye it. But when the //eeds take root 
| in a rich Mould, they ſhoot up amain ; 
- when Appetite and Mode meet, the In- 
1 feftion ſpreads, and the Dilcale becomes 
e Epidemical. _ 
£ Erot. I find by my Hand, you'll ne'er 
1, {W make a Legiflator worth a Groat, unleis 
i- W itbe in 'Oz79pze. Alas! you don't confi- 
y WW der how much we are in F'2ce Romul:. = 
0- W_ Hop/hr07. If things are 1o bad, there's 
'- MW morc necd of a Remedy. Is the Patent 
in WW to be neglected, becauſe the Diſtemper 
FF gains ground, and the Symptoms grow 
c- Þ dangerous ? Should we not ratherſtrive to 
ic- W ſtop the Progreſs, and expel the Malignity 
WW from the Nod/er Parts 2 Bur 'ris now time 
cy ÞÞ tocite the Texts of the New T eftament. 
vv # Our Bleiſed Saviour recounting thole 
us, WW things which come from within, and de- 
'd, MW file the Man, mentions Fornications, A- Mark 7.2. 


ro- W dulteries and Murther. And the Coun- 
| cil of Zeru/alem, in their Letter which 
the FÞ runs in the Name of the Holy Ghoſt; in 
" | this Letter, Fornication is made one of 4#: 15. 
-ale 


| thoſe Neceſſary Things which the Gemn- 7 
| Ziles were 70 abſtain from. Let us hear 
UA K 4 wel! A 


——_— 
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St. Paul in ſeveral of his Epiſtles : Be 
* mot deceiv'd, ſays he to the Corinthians, 
Y Cor. 6. neither Fortieatins, nor Idolaters, nor 
9,19, Adulterers, &c. ſhall inherit the King- 
dom of God. Now the Works of the 
Gal.5. 19. Fleſh are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, &c. of the which, I tell 
you, as I have told you in Times paſt, 
that they which do ſich things, ſhall 
nor inherit the Kingdom of God: But 
Formication, aid all Oncleannefs, let it 
Tot be once named amongſt you ;— bor 


Epbeſ. 5. a; you know, that no I hore-monger, nor 
35. mwnuclean Per fon, hath any Inheritance in 


ne oh A ingdom of Chriſt, and of God —T he 
' imn. 1. Law is not made for a Righteous Man, 
2, 1 out for the Ongodly and for Sinners; 
for the Unholy and Prophane, for Mur: 

therers of Fathers, and Murtherers of 
Mothers, for Man flayers, for Whore- 

22e6.13. 4. mongers, &c.— Marriage is honourabl: 

in all, and theBed undefiled; but Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers God will juage. 

aev.nr. —He that overcomes, ſhall inherit all 

71% things; and I will be his God, and he 

ſhall be my Son: But the Fearful and 

"Unbelieving, Murtherers, Whore-mon- 

gers, &c. ſhall have their part in the 

Lake that burns withFire aud Brimſtone. 

And mention being made of the New Je- 


| Rev. 22. "ROS; 'tis- ao, wes © are they that 


a0 
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do his Commandments, that they may 
have right to the Tree of Life, and may 
enter in through the Gates of the City : 
For without, are Dogs, and Sorcerers, 


| . and Whore-mongers, &c. Thus you lee, 


as I told you before, that Whoredom is 
reckon'd amongſt rhe worſt Sins, rang'd 


| with the worſt Company, and threatned 


with the deepeſt Vengeance. And by 
the Places I have quoted, you may ob- 
ſerve, that Fornication and Adultery are 
plainly diſtinguiſh'd ; pray mark thar. 
There's one remarkable Paſlage behind ; 
[ ſhall give you part of it, and 1{o con- 


I37 


Im 


clude my Citations. The Body, lays St. r Cor. 6. 


Paul, is not for Formcation, but for 


| the Lord; — Flee Formcation : Every 


Sin that a Man doeth, is without the 
Body ; but he that committeth Fornica- 
tion, ſins againſt his own Body. What ! 
know ye not that your Body 1s the T em- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt? Te are bought 
with a Price; therefore glorifie God 
n your Body, and in your Spirit, which 
are God's, By this Realoning, 'tis cvi- 
dent, the Sin before us is a downright 


. Revolt from our Baptiſm, a horrible 1n- 


gratitude for our Redemption, and a kind 
of facrilegious Prophanation. 
£Erot. Thele Texts are very plain, and 


t 


very terrible too ; had I not examin'd 


them, 
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them, I ſhould haye thought you had 
impos'd upon me. I confeſs, I wonder 
to find them no better minded. , 
Sophron. Why, ſome People are al 
Money, Pride and Pleaſure : Theſe three 


things engrols their Thoughts, and take 


ap the whole Soul of them : View their 
Practice, and you'd almoſt think they 


had renounced Probity in their Baptiſm, 


and folemnly engaged to the /Yorld, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. 

Erot. To ſtop your Zeal a little ; ; This 
Liberty, which is the Subject of our Dil: 


courle, is extremely common ; yes, and 


in the Men pretty faſhionable, and un- 


cenfur'd too. And therefore, Fm ſomc- 
what {urpriz'd at your Reprelentation, to 
find it ſo hideous in the Practice, and 10 
faral at the end of the ProfpeR. 
Sopbron. 1 underſtand you; you would 
pladly believe 'tis not ſo bad, becaule 'ris 
lo common... Under favour , this is a 
wrong Inference. Is not Vice like thc 
Plague, the farther it reaches, the more 
frightful ? Is the riſing of the B2//s a 
Circumſtance of Adyantage ? Or, does 


\ the ſweeping off a thouſand in a Day, 


make the Mortality leſs dangerous * 2 Are 


we not rather in ſuch Caſes, to double 


our Cantion, to ſtand off from the Dil- 
eale, and apply to ETAfOrUSrroets ? Dont 
i miſtake : 
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miſtake: God's Laws will not be over- 
ruled by a Majority : He has Juſtice to 


require, and Power to command the Pu- 
niſhmient. *Tis true, in human Govern- 
ments, Defeions are ſafe by the Bulk 
of the Party : . When the Revolters, 


like the Syrians, fall the Country, the : Xi";- 
Prince is diſarm'd, the Laws are ſeiz'd ?* 27: 
| by the Enemy, and turn'd, like Cannon, 
| upon the Conſtitution. But when Right 


has an Over-balance of Force, when 


| the Sword of Juſtice is in the Haid of 
| the Almighty, there Numbers are no Se- 
| curity. There the Commonneſs of a 
| Crime is more likely to make Vengeance 
| ſtrike, and haſten Deſtruction. Now, 

E ſince things are thus plain, I wonder 
| what the Men of £zberty have to oy 
| for themſelves. 


Erot. As full of Victory as you om 


| © be, I muſt tell you, they have ſome- 


thing to fence with. For the purpoſe : 


| In Youth the Paſſions are ſtrong and 
| clamorous, the Blood is apt to boil 


over, and the Scnfſes lecm [2 call for 
Indulgence. 


Sophron. Is there not then the more 


| nced of the Gnard of Religion 1 2 Arc not 


People mortal when they are Young ? 


and may they not be ſnatch'd away, and 


loft for cycr, at that Age 4 And where 
| there's 


WE 
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_ 


140 


Of WHORED OM. 


there's ſo much hazard, the Care ſhould 
be Pproportionable thar s all I can make 
on't. And to expoſe the Vanity of the 


 Pretence yet farther; Let us conſider, 
Thar Virtue is never impracticable; that 
| Youth has ſome peculiar Adyantages. 'Tis 
not ſeiz'd by the InfeQtion, nor under 


the Power of ill Habits ; The Conſcience 
is unſubdued, and the native Force of 


Modeſty entire. 'This is the Cafe with 


Young Pcople, unleſs they are poyſon'd 
with ill Example, and bred to the Con- 
tempt of Religion. Then, I grant, the 
Event looks black, and they are moſt 
deplorably furniſh 4 for Ruin. 

Erot. Would you have them ſtip the 


Opportunities, and loſe the moſt ſervice: 
_ able part of Life 


J9phron. I would have them loſe the 
Opportunities, if you call them ſo, of 
being miierable. And if this part of 
Life is 1o ſerviceable, if their Bezng is 1o 
welcome and entertaining, they ſhould 


| conſider who made ir ſo. This Thought 


might pur them in mind, how ungrate- 
tal” it is to rebel upon thi Bounty of 
Heaven, and conlccrate their Strength 
co the Devil. I muſt put them in mind 
farther, That thoſe who miſcarry in 
their Youth, are not often reclaim'd 


from this Vice, This Dilſcaſe, like a Con- 


ſumption, 
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ſumption, is ditficultly cured. Cuſtom 

WH wears off Deformity, and reconciles ns 

WH cvecn to Monſters. And when Plealure 

WH has gotten the Aſcendant, and Shame 
retires, there's little hopes of Recovery. 

And if Conſcience interpoles, and proves 
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| troubleſome, they diſmils it, as Felzx did 
. St. Paul; Go thy way for this time ; 4% 14. 
e when 1 have a more convenient Seaſon, *3 _ 
þ I will call for thee. And if this won't 
4 do, they ger a Set of Principles for 
: their purpoſe, and take ſhelter in A- 
A theilm, Had they been educated under 
} the Old Heatheniſm, they might have 
[WF prov'd manageable enough, and never 
> [WW diſpured the common Belict. They had 
.. WW then good Countenance for their Vice, 
and the Practice of their Gods to plead 
94 for them. Bur Chri/tranty is fo rigid 
of and inexorable, thar no ſort of Immora- 
of lity. can endure it. A proud Libertine 
FA hares a Religion that tics up his Frenly, 
1d makes him contemptible, and lays him 
hr MW under Execution: And thus, as Hoboes 
-. I oblcrves, when Reaton is againit a Man, 
of @ 2 Man will be againſt Reaſon. In ſhort, 
th | they are blinded by rheir Prejudice, and 
1d & argue with their /77//, and won't ſee a 
in W@ Truth fo very diſobliging. Thus Dez:/7 
4 | is bred out of Corruption of Manners, 
M1- ; and 
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and like fome 1»/eds, has its Being from 
PutrefaCtion. gs! | 
Erot. There are many younger Bro- 
 thers, whole Fortune is much ſhort of 
their Quality, how would you have 
them live ? Marriage will fink their Fi 
gure, clog their Circumſtances, and keep 
them from coming near rhe Port of the 
Family. At this rate, their Iſſue may 
dwindle to nothing, and be forced down 
'to ſome Mechanick Buſineſs or other. 
But Natural Children are educated cheap, 
_ and the Honour of the Family is nor 
much concern'd in them. SIC 
 Sophron. Tm amaz'd you ſhould talk 
in this manner ! Are the Menaces of the 
Bible, and the Flaſhes of the Flames 
Below, ſo ſoon dilmiſls'd and for- 
gotten ? > 
Eror. I hope not; but you muſt give 
me leave to repreſent a Libertine. 
Jophron. Very well. I anſwer then, 
That if a Man is ſo far in Love with 
Pageantry, if his Pride has overgrown 
his Reafon to ſuch a prodigious degree ; 
if he is refoly'd to defy God Almighty; 
to renounce his Creed, and yenture to bc 


damn'd; if this be his Condition, 'tis m 
in vain to diſpute: There's no good W o 
to be done upon ſuch People, unlets you WM V 
can cure them of their Infidelity. How- I *! 


ever, 
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ever, I cannot help remarking how 
unnatural their Vice makes them, and 
how regardleſs of the Intereſt of their 
Poſterity : For, as I obferv'd, illegiti- 
mate Iſſue lie under great Diſadvantages 
by the Law. 7 

Erot. That I grant. But don't you 
conſider, thar Paſſions grow tomerimes 
our of Diſproportion ; and that @nalzry 
is ſmitten with thoſe of Vulgar Condi- 
tion: Which way muſt the Matter be 
manag'd ? You know Marriage is a great 
Leveller, and cither finds People cqual, 
or makes them ſo. Would you have 
the DiſtinQtions of great and /mall con- 
founded, and all Degrees ſhuffled into a_ 
Parity 2 To bring an obſcure Perſon to 
a Matrimonial Relation, is the way. to 
dilute the Blood, and tarniſh the Colours 
| of che Heraldry. Befides, a good For- 
| tune may be loſt upon ſuch a Confine- 
| ment. Loye procceds from Fancy, bur 
| Marriage is a Point of Intereſt. _ 
| Sophron. This is {till arguing upon the 
| Grounds of Pride and Scepticiſm, two 
| of the moſt ill-natur'd, and moſt danger- 
ous Principles in the World. A Man 
| muſt forſwear Virtue and Conſcience, 
| before he can bring himſelf ro theſe 
| Meaſures. And let me tell you, thar 
| thoſe who marry with Inclinations pre- 
| ingag'd 
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ingao'd elſewhere, are falſe in their 
Courtihip, and generally proye 1o after- 
wards. OT LO SELL 
+ Erot. Some People's Humours ſeem 


made for cach other; and therefore me- 
_ thinks 'tis pity any prior Relations, any 


Rigours of Cuſtom or Law, ſhould 
baulk their Friendſhip, and keep them 
alunder. Rs ray 
Jophron. Don't you remember, Cyr; 
was dilciplin'd at School for deciding. the 
Caſe upon your Argument ? He gave a 
Coat away from the right Owner, on- 
ly becaule it fitted another Boy betrer. 


Bur his Maſter made him ſenſible of the 


Injuſtice of ſuch an Award. This Pre- 
tence of yours, gives Appetite an unli- 
mited Range, and diſſolves Property, 
and would be a moſt admirable Charter 
for the Mobb to hold by. For inſtance; 
if a Man ſces a Horlſe he likes, his Fan- 


cy has rransferr'd the Title, and he may 


take him away without Money or Lhett. 
And thus Apprentices; and Soldiers, and 
Subjects, may change their Maſters, and 
delert when they pleaſe : For, it ſeems, 


matching of Humours, and hitting of 


Inclinations, is the whole Matter ! This 
is a moſt admirable Principle ! Ic gives 
ns whateyer we haye a mind to: Now 

[0 
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ro found Domintion-in; Fexcy, is ah 

| better than to found it in Grace / 

Erot. Why lo !? 

| Jophron. Becauſe a Man may prove 
| his Title much cafter this way. And as 

| for the Buſineſs of Friend{hip you men- 


| W tion'd, 'tis not to be had ata ///, eſtminſier 


| | Wedding, The Engagement won't bear ir, 

| Where Virtue is not made the Meaſure 
" WW of a Correſpondence, 'ris no better than 
WT chart of Thieves and Pyrates. Believe 


| WW me, Er07zos, thoſe that rob Women of 


- W cheir Honour, and bring them under 


| Characters of Scandal, can be none of 


© WF their Friends. 1 teil you, Whoredom 

| and Friendſhip arc unfociable Qualities ; . 

| the one is much rco coarle to INCOrpo- 
| rate with the other. 


T7 WW Eroft. It may be 4o: But methioks 
c WW this Dialet of Whoredom and Whore- 
1- WW maſter, is ſtrangely rug zgcd and unfaſhi- 
7 WW onable. 

{8 Sp hron. For all that, the uſe of 
Iſo {Speech is ro mark the Nature of Quali- 
nd Wties, and preſerve the difference of ldeas. 


And therefore foul Practices muſt be 
Finewed in their Colours, and treated 
Ewich hard Names: To punith them 
Ethus in Language, is the way to point 
tout the Detormity, to. make them un- 
| creditable, and diicourage the Imitation. 
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Terms of Odium and Diſgrace, are de: 


ſign'd like Buoys, and Sea-marks, to je- 


cure our Voyage, and give us warning 


againſt running upon the Rocks. I con- 


_ fels, I can't ſtrain Courtely at your rate; 


| ftinCtion. ” 


1 ſhall never underſtand your Complai- 


{ance for Lewdnefs. Methinks 'tis great 


prodigality of good Words, and ferves 


ro no purpole, unleſs it be to miſlead 
the Unwary, to cover the DiftinCtions 
of Virtue and Vice, and to recommend 


 Debanchery. This ſmooth Phrale of 


Miſtreſs and Gallant, was only invent- 
ed to fence oft Cenſure, and keep Infa 
my 1n countenance. | 
 E£rot. 1 remember you oblerv'd, that 
Libertiniſm being fo frighrfully threat- 
ned by the New Teſtament, took check 
at the Reſtraint: And looking out for 
an eaſier Belief, revolted to De:/n. 
Now I muſt pur you in mind, that mz 
ny of the Perſons conccrn'd in your Rc- 
mark are Men of Figure, and ſhining Di- 
- Sophron. If that be true, I'm extreme 
ly ſorry for't, and ſhould be glad to 


ret them to a ſerviceable Thought. And i 
ſince they are ſo much govern'd by Ea W 
and Pleature, I ſhall ſuggeſt nothing but 


what is ſhort, and quickly examin'd 


They may pleaſe then to look aveoRicd | 
= cur 
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tant 


fieur Paſchal's Thoughts againſt Athe- 
iftical Indifference: Monſieur de 12 


Bruyere Des Eſprits forts *, ("tis tranl- + 7, 
Afoeurs 
de Ce. 


lated into Engliſh) A Letter to a Dei/t, 
written by the Learned Author of the 
Snake in the Graſs : The Article Chri- 
ftianity in the Third Volume of More- 


| ry's Diftionary. Theſe are all perus'd 
| in a few Hours. And when this is 
| done, I perſuade my ſelf, they won't 
| think it loſs of time ro conſult Grorzus 
| of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religzon, 


rot. Tis friendly Advice I muit own, 


| and I think the Good-will may excule 
| the Digrefſion : But 1 thank God, 1 am 
| none of theſe Scepricks. I am latisfy'd 
| about Revea/d Religion. 


Sophron. Til ſuppoſe the Quality of 


| your Mind ; for if they give cthemlclves 
| leifure ro think, I know they 
| How ſtands the Cafe then ? Is Greatneſs 
| a Diſcharge from Conſcience and So- 
| briety ? Does ic ſet us above rhe Dire- 
| tiohs of Virtue, and the Darics of Chri- 
| ſtianity ?2 By no means. To plead Wealth 
| for Liberty, and Tztle for Diſobedience, 
| would be a ridiculous, as well as a pro- 
{phane Preſumprion : God Almighty 
knows no Grandeur but his own. 
graſps the Univer/s in his Hand, /is #4 592+: 
[pou the Circle of the Earth, and at 


mult be lo. 


He 
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the Inhabitants thereoff are as Graf. 


hoppers. Farther : The Fayours of Pro- 
vidence are particular to Perſons of Con- 
dition: Their Knowledge exceeds that 


_ of the Yalgar, and their Example is 


more drawing and prevalent. Upon 
this account, their Liberty is rather lels, 
and their Miſcondud more criminal and 
provoking : But if they will live coun- 


ter to theſe Maxims, refign to Plealure, 


iſa. 6. 6. 


and bring Vice into fajhion ; there will 
certainly come a time, when mzghty 
Men will be mightily tormented. t.- 
r01z0n, I heartily wiſh they may reflect, 
and live regularly, that they mayn't be 
degraded at their Death, and be the 


_ Peaſants of the other World. Whereas, 
. on the other ſide, if they an{wer the Ex- 


pectations of their Poſ?, if they encou- 
rage Virtue, and help ro reform a bad 


Age, their Diſtin&tions will out-laſt the 
_ Grave, their Honour will prove immor- 


_ thing farther of a Remedy ? 


tal, and I had almoſt ſaid they'll wear 
their Coronets in Heayen. 

£Arot. Well! you have told us cnough 
of the Diſeaſe: But can you direCt to no- 


%. 


Sophron. Yes; The Means to pre- 


| ſerve our Virtue, is to avoid Idleneſs, ill 


Books, and ill Company ; to be temp: 
ratc in Eating, and other Refreſhments; 
to 
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ro obſerve the Diſcipline of Lenz, and 

the other Faſ?s of the Church. 
Erot. This Advice is general to both 

Sexes; have you nothing particular for 


Women ? 


Sophron. Yes: Their Security will be 


Dans le cpime z/ 
debute, 


© /ansbords, 
eft dehor's. 


ſuffit ql une fois on £ 
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This retired Be- 


'On chite toujours attire une autre chute: 
CL Honneur eſt comme une Tfle eſcarper 


| On ry pent plus rentrer, deſqu' on en: 


Ang 


| to ſtand off in Reſerve, and guard againſt 
| the firſt Approaches. 

haviour keeps Libertines at a diſtance, 
and diſcourages Soliciration. Whereas, 
thole that love uncautious Freedoms, 
and ſtrive to be airy, and over-agree- 
able to the other Sex, converle out of 
Character, loſe Ground, and invite the 
Enemy. By thele ſteps, they are fome- 
times drawn into a Snare, and betray'd 
beyond their firſt Intention. Thus, as 
Monficur Boz/ear obſerves, Liberty is apt 
| toimprove; andone Piece of Miſconduct 
| Is commonly follow'd by another : For. 
| when /7zrtue begins to rumble, 'tis hard 
| to ſtop the Motion, and make a {ſtand 
| upon the Deſcent. 
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And to prevent their Afﬀe@tions going 
too far with others, let them not be too 
much in love with themſelves: To be 
1{mitten with their Perſon, lays them o- 
pen to Flattery, and diſcovers a cruel 
blind fide. Thus the Sparks are encou- 
raged to flouriſh, and lay out thcir 
Lines: And all Commendations are 
twallowed, tho” never fo fulſom and fo- 
reign. And when they are thus over- 
{er with Vanity, and as it were wilder'd 
in Self-conceit, *tis no wonder if they 
miſtake their way. - Flatterers are too 
much confider'd ; for Pride is ſometimes 

very prodigal. np nin ap edt 
Erot. What do you think of Plays, 
Romances, and Balls? Are they to be 
 indulg'd Young People in the uſual Li- 
berry -2 | | 
Sophron. To Plays I ſhall fay no- 
thing; you may read the View of the 
Jrage, &c. if you pleaſe, As to Av- 
mances, 1 can't now ditcourſe to a jull 
{.cngth upon that Subject. I ſhall only 
_ oblerve, that they are dangerous Enter- 
tainment for Youth : And here, not to 
mention that they ſtuft People's Heads 
with Viſionary Proſpects, that they are a 
mere Land of Fairies, and lie perfectly 
out of the Road of Hiſtory and Lite: 
TFhns they farniſh no uſeful ns + 
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but ſerve only to corrupt the Judgment, 


ro baulk the Expectations, and make the 


Humour extravagant. Not to mention 
this, I ſay, they dwell {o long upon the 
Argument of Love, repreſent it with fo 
much Novelty and Intrigue, in fuch va- 
riety of Dreſs, and with ſo much cir- 
cumftance of Delaſion, that the Impreli- 
fion is hardly to be worn out. Thus 
the Memory is ill-furniih'd, and the Fan- 
cy lurprizd; and the Youth of both 


Sexes inſtructed to manage a private Ad- 


| venture, to ſteal a Misfortune, and to 
| cheat their Parents and themſelves with 
wonderful Dexterity. 

_ £rot. You necd fay no more about 
Romances, for 1 am fatisfy'd already. But 


| then, as to my third Queſtion, I expect 


' amore complying Anſwer. I hope there's 


ho harm in adjuſting our Limbs, and be- 


| ing rubb'd over a little with a Dancing- 
| maſter. I know you'll allow 7/5 to 
| falute the Company in form, and moye 
| like a Gentlewoman. 


Sophron. Yes, yes, it ſhe pleaſes. But 


| don't ler her ſpend an Apprenticelhip at 


| theſe Exerciſes ; don't let her yalne her 
| lelf upon the Accompliſhment of a 
Player ; nor ſuficr her Heels to get too 
much into her Head. 
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thew her Improvement ? 


Erot. May ſhe not go to a Ball now 
and then, to recommend her Perſon, and 

Sophron. As torBalls, I ſhan't trou- 
ble you with the Opinion of Divines ; it 
may be, you may think their Maxims 
over ſeyere. If you pleaſe, we'll refer 
our ſelves to a /eerlar Man: of Quality : 


A Perlon that lived in the Hurry of the 


World, and converſed with the Liber: 
rics of the Court and Camp, and was 
no Enemy art all to any innocent En- 
rertainment: *Tis the Count de Buſſ 
rhat I mean; 1 ſuppoſe you have heard 
cf him. {.- 


/e Comte has to ſay upon the Cale. 
Jophron. In a Dilcourie directed to his 


Children, he cxpreſſes himfelf in this 


manner : © I have always look'd upon 
* Balls as a dangerous Diverſion ; which 
« Perſuaſion I am confirm'd in, not- only 
«* by Reafon, bur my own Experience: 
© And tho' the Remonſtrance of the Fa- 
« thers, and Pulpts, is conſiderably fig- 
« nificant, yer, as I take it, the Autho- 
* rity of a Courtier is rather of more 
* Weight in the preſent Caſe. I am fen- 


© fble, ſome Pcople run leis hazard in 


* theſe Places than others; yet, for all 
| 6 that, 


__ £ror. Yes; AMan of Senlfe and Cha- 
racter: Pray, let's hear what Monſficur 
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« that, the coldeſt and moſt indifferent 
« Tempers, are apt to kindle, and catch 
< hold. Theſe Meetings conſiſt gene- 
© rally of none but young People, who 


« find it Buſineſs enough to ſtand our a- 


«oainſt Temptation when moſt retired. 
« How much harder then muſt they be 


© prels'd, when they enter the Liſts of 


« the Combar ; where the Beauty of the 
« Company, the Blaze of the Branches, 
« the Charms of the Muſick, and the Mo- 
£ tion of the Dance, are enough to make 
© an Impreſſion upon a Hermir ? Thoſe 
* who are protected by Old Age, and 
* might go to a Ball without Damage, 
* would be ridiculous if they ſhould ap- 
© pear there: And as for Young Pco- 
* ple, tho' Cuſtom would allow them rhis 


+ © Liberty, yet there's too much of Acci- 
| © dent and Danger to venture upon. And 
| © therefore 'ris clearly my Opinion, that 
| © none who pretend to Chriſtianity ought 
| © to go to Balls: And, I conceive, 
| © thoſe who have the Direction of Con- 
| © ſcience, would do no more than their 
| © Duty, if they ſhould abſolutely forbid 
| © their Charge the ule of thele Diver- 
| © ſions. | 


Thus far the Noble Comte de Buſy, 


| who notwithſtanding he was bred to the 
| Pleature and Allowances of the Court, z. 252, 
LOT yet, ©: 


Suite ates 
Caratte- 
res de The-_ 
ophraſte. 


"72 


EE. 


(1? 


_—_ - er rw v8 ” - 


114 
— yet, you ſee, the Force of Truth, and 
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the Proof of the Experiment, has. drawn 
this Confeſſion from bim ; and which he 
has thought fit to recommend, for the 


Conduct of his Family. 


Erot. Have you nothing farther, by 


way. of Preſervative? 
_ Sophron. Nothing at preſent; I am 


unwilling to fatigue you with any longer 


 Diſcourle. | 


 Erot. Then give me leave to tell you, 


That you have forgotten one part of 


Lewdnels worſe than any you haye men- 


tion'd. TO Hs os 
Sophroy. You mean Jodam and Go 


morrah. 


FJ 9 of - TR 0 _— 
Sophron. I muſt ask your Pardon then, 
if you expect I ihonld enlarge upon this 


Subject. I ſhall only in a word or two 


258..8.0, 
SES. 17. 
Fitz. 269. 
G $2, &6.2. 


oblerye to you, that this Wickednels is 
Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, by 
our Jfatufes. And in ancient Times, 
theſe Criminals were burnt by the Com- 
mon Law. Indeed, fuch Monſters ought 
ro be the Dereſtation of Mankind, pur- 
ſaed by Juſtice, and exterminated the 


Earth. You may read the Guilt in thc 


Puniſhment. Was ever Vengcance dil- 
charg'd in a more remarkable. manner ! 
Thele Wretches had Hell pour'd down 

upon 


mw wmwgey 


\ 


-_ 
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upon them from the Sky, were damn'd 

before they were dead, and had part of 

their Fire and Brimſtone in this World. Ge». :9. 
But now, if you pleaſe, we'll adjourn, 24: 

_ £Erot. I ſhall recolle& what you have 

faid, and endeavour to make the Uſe of 

it you intended. 


Tour Servant. 
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Friend along with you this Morning ? 


_ Im afraid thoſe Vapours were all exhal'd 


was lomewhar over-dos'd laſt Night. 


2 vp. 20k i 
DRUNKENNESS. 

In a DiaLocUE between 
Encratius and OEmnopbilus. » 
Encrat. \ HL ? Nophilus, good 
| "3 Morrow to you; 


. SS M-£. yon are outward 
bound, I perceive; won't you take a 


Ofnoph. With all my Heart, if you'll 
walk into rhe Fields; for I want a little 
Air to refreſh-me;* 7 hh; © 

Encrat. That I believe ; for you ſeem 
to have a ſtrange Miſt about your Eyes: 


trom vour Stomach. 
O£Enoph. You gucts right: I own | 


 4ncrat. Laſt Night! Thar's a Jeſt: 
You have gone through a Coxr/e ſince 
i taw you: And ler me tell you, this 
Phyſick does not agree with you; for 
you look much worle than you did a 
Month fince. 
O£ZE7n0ph. 


| 


\ 
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| OEnoph. It may be fo: We have been 


in hot Service, as it has happen'd. 


Encrat. You have been in a Furnate, 
I think, and are almoſt diſtill'd to a Ca- 


put mortuum: For to be free with youz 


you look wretchedly flat and infipid. Your 
Eyes are red, and {well'd, as if you had 
been under ſome unuſual Diſcipline. W hart! 

do you think out of Mortifcarion ? Is 
it enjoin'd you as a Penance ? For ſuch, 


I remember, has formerly been the Ad- 
| vice of a certain *Dzret7or. 


OEnoph. I find by the. Gravity of 


your Face, your Raillery has Earneſt at 
| the bottom: And, to ſatisfy you, I 
| grant, Intemperance is a Fault; I wiſh 
| I could ger aboye it : But, you know, I 
| am a Man of Buſineſs; and that won'r 
20 on without raking a Glaſs, and being 
| 4 little ſociable. 


Encrat. For all that, there's a great 


| deal of Buſineſs done upon the Exchange 
| withour aBottle. The Dutch, you know, 
t are Traders: Burt 'cis not their Cuſtom 
| to drink till their Affairs are diſpatch'd, 
| and the Day is over. OFEnophitns, Cof- 5: 117 
| fee and Tea make many a good Bargain 
in Loudon: And I could tell you of 
| lome Men of Figure there, who are as 
| remarkable for their Sobriery as for their 
| Wealth. To be clear: This Drinking 


in 


liam Tem- 


! LI 
ther!an:. 


x58 Of DRUNKENNESS. 


in Defence of our Calling, is but a 
mere Pretence. We are govern'd by 
our Palate, or over-born by the Plea. 
ſure of the Company ; and then to fence 
off the Impuration, we make Buſineſ; 

our Excuſe, and take ſhelter in Neceſh. 
ty. But theſe Allegations are bur. tri. 
fling. For ſuppoſe my Goods, both for 
Quality and Price, are fit for my Chap- 
man's purpoſe, will he not deal with mc, 
becauſe I refuſe to take Glaſs for Glals 
with hini 2 Will he baulk his Intereſt, 
and puniſh himſelf for ſo ſmall an Incom- 
liance ? Drinking, by Confeſſion; is 

ue fervent to i and miniſterial 
to the Pocket; and therefore, one 
would think it ſhould never over-rule 
the main Deſign. I don't perceive, but 
Trades-men fell their Commodities in | 
their Shops well enough withour ſetting 
a Bottle upon the Comprer. 

OZEnoph. That's true : However, you 
may ſometimes work a Cuſtomer much 
berter at the Tavern, When a Man is 

_ enter'd, he is apt to be more pliable and 
good-natur'd; he is not 1o over-burden'd 
with Caution; he does not haggle lo 
bard, nor clog the Bargain with 1o ma- 
ny Scruples and Demands. Now if you 
are ſo abſtemious, it may be, he won't 

| drink 
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drink by himſelf,” and then you loſe the 
Benefir- of his Humour. 
Encrat I fauppote your Humour is al- 
ways'the fame. Yon 'are proof againſt 
rheſe Difadvanrages; your Head is 4- 
bove Water when you plunge deepeſt : 
Otherwiſe, ir may be, you would not 
venture ſo far. Your Project, I confeſs, 
is extraordinary. You make a Bazt of 
the Bottle, and give your Fricnd an O- 


piate to circumvent him; and when 


you find his Ditcretion begins to nod, 
you ſeize the Opportunity, and furprize 
him. Will this Practice ſtand the Teſt 
of your Conſcience ? Is it not drinking 
with a felonious Intent ? Does it not 
double the Crime, and add Injuſtice to 
Intemperance ? 

OE7n9ph. When, you have ſaid all; o 
Man that does not conform to the com- 
mon Uſage, makes but a wooden Figure 
ont. 

Emncrat. Is Cuſtom then the Rule of 
Life, and the Standard of Practice ? And 
are we never to do any thing withour a 
Majority on our {ide ? If we are govern'd 
by Numbers, we ſhall live ſtrangely ar 
random. If you go to the Pol, Sente 
and Conſcience will lote it in moſt 
cales. Certainly you don't conſider the 
Conſequences of Drinking, otherwite 
YES you 


bo 
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you wou'd not talk at this rate. —— 
 OEnoph. Now, I ſuppoſe, we muſt 
have a Declamation upon this Head. 

Encrat. No, I won't be tedious ; but 


_ pray, have a care you don't get too 


much of this Rhetorick into your Bones. 
If you continue to gorge your ſelf with 
this Freedom, you will find the 7 one of 


your Stomach weaken'd, the Aczds ipoil'd, 


and your Digeſtion good for nothing : 
And when you are once diſabled in this 
Faculty, your Conſtiturion is undermin'd, 


and the Buſineſs commonly ends in Drop- 


ly or Conſumprion. This Misfortune in 


the fr/? ConcofFion, ruins all. Unleis WW 


the Juices are well prepar'd in the Sto- 
mach, the Blood and Spirits muſt ſuffer 
of courſe, the Nerves and Mulcles relax, 
and the Functions of Life lie by, and lan- 
"nga How many young People do we 
ee milcarry upon this Conduct, and tire 
upon the Road before the Journey 1s 


half reach'd 2 "Tt 


OZEnoph. I grant you, to be always 
pouring in Oil, is the way to over-{ct 
the Flame, and extinguiſh the Lamp ; 
If you lay a Country conſtantly under 
water, you mult of neceſſity {poil rhe 
Soil, and loſe the Product; but then 
this is the Folly of the Management. — 


Encrat. 


ts td 


——_—___—_ 
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Encrat. Have a care of being an In- 
ſtance : Your laſt Allegory puts me in 
mind, how much {ome People ſuffer for 
this Crime before Execution. Haye you 
not ſeen Men that made a promiſing Ap- 
pearance at firſt, that ſet forward with 
Genius and Improvement? Have you 
not {cen them meramorphole themſelves 
| at the Tavern, drown their Parts, and 


as one would almoſt have thought that 
(:rce had been their Drawer ? 
OEnoph. Fm lo far of your mind, that, 
| | believe, more People break their Brains 
s WW by Drinking than Study : For, tho' the 


- WH fatter may be rroublelome enough, yet a 


r WW Book is not ſo hard as a Bottle: Burt, 
c WW vhat are we to have next ? 

- WW H£xncrat. Why, give me leave to re- 
| mark farther, that Intemperance is a 
| dangerous Companion. It throws Peo- 
ple off their Guard, betrays them to a 
creat many Indecencies, to ruinous Pal- 
lions, to Diſadvantages in Fortune ; 
[makes them diſcover Secrets, drive 
fooliſh Bargains, engage in Play, and 
{often ſtagger from the Tavern to the 
Stews, 1 don't fay, this is every Man's 


I'S faiticient to fright you from the Pra- 
Ictice., By Intemperance, Weaknels is 
Nt --- dilco- 


Ra” 


drink away their Shape to that degree, 


[Caſe ; but the Frequency of the Miſchief 
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_ diſcovered, and ill Humour improv'd. 
The Heat of Wine makes the Malice 
creep out, warms rhe Snake, and gives 
Vigour to the Poiſon. What Misbeha- 
viour, what Outrage : how many Mur- 

 thers may we lay to the Charge of this 
Vice ? Did not Alexander kill him that 
faved his Life, and burn the fineſt City 
in the World in a drunken Fir 2 But we 
need not fetch our Proof thus far; for 
there's {carcely any Time, or Place, but 
will afford us roo mnch Evidence. In- 
remperance puts a Man out of his own 
Power, makes his Folly ungovernable, 
and lays him at the Mercy of almoſt c- 
very Accident. To be drunk with ſome 
People, is next to the firing a Train ; they 
break out in Flame and Thunder, blow uy 
the Houle, and periſh in the Ruins. 7 

OZnoph. All People's Spirits arc not 

Gun-powder : However, I granr, | ther 
are Inconveniences enough. Bur what 
would you haye us do ? We have fone 
times Company at our own Houles ;iſ 
they love to be merry with a larg:i 
Draught; now how can we acquit our 
lelves handiomly, unleſs we encouragl 
their Fancy, which can't be done with-W 
aur gong roo far, as you reckon it! i 
ucrat. I confels, I ſhould nor be fond 14, 

of ſuch Gucſtz; bur if I had the Mis 
| £0 fortunt 


Of DRUNK KENNESS. 


EFX... 14 


163 


bo m———— 


fortune ro be troubled with them, and 
was 1ſo over civil as to put them in pot- 
ſeſſion of rhe Ce/M/ar, 1 would certainly 
reſerye the Liberty of my own Perſon ; 
I would never refizn my Reaton, nor 
part with my Heal: th ro..4 Compiiment. 


If the Com: pany won't be {"tisfy? 4 on. 


lower Terms, Tt racy. Are none of my 
Friends, and then don't delerve to be hu- 


| mour'd. 


OEnoph. Righr | But you know, in 
the Country eſpecially, a Man docs not 
think himlelf heartily welcom, untels he 


| has his Skin- tal, and is ready to make Rl 
| falſe Step at taking his leave. 


Emcrat. Yes: And ſometimes Gen-> 
tlemen invire on purpoſe to pur ene 


| Company in- this Condition, Now if 
the Invitation was ſent in a Letter, and 
[the Truth ſpoken our, it muſt run in the 
| Tenour following : 


6 Sir, if you pleaſe ro do me the Fa- 


[* vour to dine with me, I {nall do my 
[© beſt ro drink you out of Hg Limbs 
and Senfes, to make you lay a nhun- 
| dred filly rhings, and play the Fool to 
F purpoſe, if ever you did ir in your 
FLife. And before we put, you ſhall 
F be well prepa”d to tumble off your 


[ Horſe, to difoblige your Coach, and 
make your Family fick ar the (i, ght of 
M2 CFE. 
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1.6 ye. And all this for an Opportunity 
« of ſhewing, with how«much Friendſhip 


{ 

J 

© and Reſpect I am 
Tour humble Servant 
/ 

| 


This is often the plain Engli/h of an 
Entertainment. And tho” the Kindnels 
may look ſomewhat odly, 'tis the main 
Drift of the Matter; the Point is pur- WM 


ſued, and the Conqueſt boaſted. =! 
 _O-Zmoph. The Conqueſt! There you Ml b 
hit it: There's more Ambition than MW i 
11]-Nature in the Enterprize; like {ome C 


of the Roman Wars, 'tis mere Glory 
that animates the Conteſt : And without W '! 
doubt, tro drink a great deal is a ſign o! WM fl 
a ſtrong Brain. -- _ 
Encrat. It may prove as far as Stowage W > 
and ill Cuſtom, if you pleaſe ; but as to l 
what you mention, I think 'tis rather an W R 
Argument of no Brains at all: When a MW 
treſh Wind won't turn the Sails, 'tis a MW tl 
 fign there's ſomething amils in the Mill. W 
Ingenuity, {ſo far as ir lies in the Conſti- W 
rution, conſiſts in the Heat of the Blood, MW fu 
in the Plenty anda Finenels of the Spirits: th 
Now when 1o great a Supply does not i Vi 
| make a very lenſible Alteration, you may i a! 
rather infer, there was a Scarcity bc-i bo 
fore. Is ir not a ſign the Ground was hi: 
dry, when a Shower is hardly ſeen ! to 
Tn Jhorr; This drinking down the ©vi 
Company. 


Of DRUNKENNESS. r65 


—— 


Company, is no better than a Habit of 


Vice, or the Effect of Flegm and Lethar- 
gy: And therefore, upon your own 
Reckoning, there's nothing to brag of; 


I ſay, nothing, unleſs Men will g/ory 212 7-4 3: 


their Shame, which, I'm afraid, is the 
Practice of too many. 


OEmnoph. 1 fay ſtill, one muſt drink 
ſomerimes to avoid Singularity : To fit 
by when the reſt indulge, looks like cen- 
luring your Friends, and lying upon the 
catch for Obſeryation. 

 Encrat. You mean, a Man is bound 


in Civility to countenance the Folly of 


the Company : He muſt fink his Un- 
derſtanding in proportion with his 
Neighbours : For to pretend to Rea- 
lon, when no body elſe has any, is great 
Rudenels ! n 

O£Enoph. As untoward as you may 


| think ir, 'tis ſo interpreted. 
( Encrat., Very well! And yet to have 

| more Limbs than a Cripple, more Sta- 
| ture than a Dwarf, or more Quality 
| than a Peaſanr, is not reckon'd an Inci- 
| vility, tho' the diſadyantag'd Perſons 


are in the Company. A Man 1s not 


| bound to lop his Trunck, or throw up 
| his Privilege out of Complaiſance : Nay, 
| to put the Caſe lower; if a Gentleman 


cuts his Finger, or breaks his Shins, 
be £7 M 3 there's 
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has S NO Obligation of Freading £ to imi- 
tare the Misfortune : And why then 


ſhould we part with our Reaſon on no 


ſtronger Morive. 


OEnoph, You talk of $6: our 
Trunk | The Caſe is not the ame ; 
we can't recover our Limbs when they 


are loſt, and therefore we mult ſtick to 


them : Bur Reaſon will vaniſh, and ap- 
pear again ; and the Ecliple of the Un- 


derſtanding 1 is quickly over. 


Fiiiciat, You are cunning enough to 


aniwer to the eaſicſt part of the Objc- 


ction: Bar tro join W{Tuc with you even 
here, I muſt tell you, That he who walks 


with his Eycs ihut, tho” he does not tra- 


vel far, may meet with a Poſt, and feel 
the Blow a great while after. O£En0- 


phites, when a Man drinks hard, the 
Blood boils oyer, and the Paſſions rilc, 


and grow muatinous : In ſuch a dange- 
rous Jundure, the Guards ſhould bc 
doubled, and twice as much Senſe ſum- 
mon'd in as would ierve for an ordinary 
Occaſion. Now to part with one's Rca- 


ſon when we have necd of as much 


more, if we could get it, is like break- 


 1ng the Compals, and throwing the Pi- 


lot over-board in a Storm. If The Enc- 

my's Forces encreaſe, and our own grow i 

cls and leſs, 'ris caly t to guels the Event. 
Beſides, 


\ 
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Beſides, the Meanneſs of ſuch a Difor- 


der, one would think, were ſufficient Dil- 


couragement. Reaſon 1s the Life of a 
Man; to ſtop the Pulſe, or {tifle the 
Breath, is leis Damage than to extin- 
onith ſo great a Faculty. Reaſon is the 


Top-DiſtinCtion of Humane Nature : 


What do you tell me ori the odds we 


have in ſhape ? 'Tis our Inſide which 


ſets us moſt above a Beaſt. Mens caujnſ- 


| gue 0c eft quiſque. Who would forteit 
| his Honour for ſo paltry a Gratificati- 
| on? Who would chuſe ro go 70 Graſs 


with Nebuchaduezzar, or live degraded 


| from his Speczes, tho? but for an Hour ? 
| Your urging, the Company will take it 
| ill, if you don't comply, and go the 
| common Length, is downright pleading 
| Guilty to the Indictment : They are a- 
| fraid, you fay, ſuch a Dyſſenting Bro- 
| ther ſhould examine their Conduct, and 
remark too far upon their Converſation. 
| And is not this a plain Confefſion of 
| Misbchaviour 2 Were they not conlci- 
| ous of an untoward Management, what- 
| occaſion is there for ſuch preliminary 
Caution ? Why, are they afraid of 
| ſanding the Teſt of Sobricty ? of look- 
| ing common Senſe in the Face, and of 
| converſing with a Man in his Wits ? 

This, one would conclude, ſhould be a 


M 4 frrong 
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ſtrong Argument againſt Intemperance; 
_ unleſs a Man can be fond of the Loſs of 
his Underſtanding, and takes a pleaſure 
in playing the Fool. FL Rs 
£noph. 1 hope you will give us 
leave to recruit Nature, to chear our 
Spirits, and refreſh them for Buſineſs 
and provided we don't turn Sots, you'll 
4 allow the reſt. _—— 
Encrat. The firſt part of your Mo- 
tion I underſtand ; and if you ſtate your 
Caſe fairly, and apply your Rule, I have 
nothing to object. Bur as to your laſt 
Clanic, give me leave to obſerve, That 
a Man may drink roo much for his 
Health withour going to the utmoſt Ex- 
cels. His Body may ſuffer, tho” his 
Head does not. Have a care of an un- 
fortunate Cuſtom ; ir may be, it has a 
tolerable .Complcxion ; it may be, the 
Failing is ſomewhat imperceptible in the IMO ti 
ſingle Inſtance. Don't truſt to that; MW C 
*ewill riſe in the Sum. To go always a WW 
little out of the way, makes a ſtrange WM Vi 
Miſtake upon the Progreſs. A Grain W T 
will grow to a Burthen by conſtant Ad- WW 
dition. To be always dipping an Eſtate, W k 
is the way to turn Beggar : And tho' iſ iþ 
the Degrees may be gentle, the Misfor- W B 
rune will come heayy at laſt. Thus, he I 
that drinks bur a little roo munch every I S 
Day, 


ESR A 
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Day, will find it too hard for him in a 
few Years: A Drop that's perpetually 
pelting , will make a Stone give way, 
and grow hollow. Now, to ſaffer upon 
this icore, ſuppoſes a Fault, and makes 
Buſineſs for Repentance. Bacchus will 
be always an [d0/: Have a care of com- 
ing near the Worſhip. Don't make your 
Body a Heathen Temple, nor- your 


Health a Sacrifice. The beſt Method 


for Security, is to move within your 
Liberty ; bo that goes to the utmoſt 
Extent, is in danger of a Surprize; he 
walks upon the Edge of a Precipice ; 
this is apr to make him giddy, and 
then you know the Conſequence. And 
here, over and above, let me put you in 
mind, that he who takes more than his 


| Conſtitution requires, {wallows that 
| Which docs not belong to him, and ſteals 
| the Drink, tho” it comes out of his own 
| Cellar. LN 


 OEmoph. Say you fo! I was in hopes 


| What a Man had bought and paid for 
might haye been his own. 


Encrat. If you mean, it can't be ta- 


| ken from him without his Conſent, you 
| peak Truth, but foreign to the Point : 
Bur if you affirm, he may ule it at plea- 

| fare, you are miſtaken. For inſtance ; 
Suppoſe you have a large Quantity of 


Sack 


__a 


m4 


bm 
” 
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Sack by you, tho* you have paid "OR 


| very drop on't, yet the Uſe of your Pro. 


perty is limited; you can't in juſtice 
drink it off at one time. . For tho' the 
Wine is your own, and the Body your 


OWN, you are to abuſe neither. A Man 


may have rhe Fee Jzple of a Houle, 
and yet if he ſers ir on Fire, he is a Fe- 


lon by Statute. In fine, no Perſon has. 


a Right ro commit a Fault; fuch an 
Authority would imply a Right to do 
FFrong ; which, you know, is a ſtaring 


Contradiction. 


OZEnoph. This cramping of Property, MW 
methinks, does not reliſh well with a 
Free People: I don't like this Doctrine 
of being a Thief to my elf. 

Encrat. That's ſtrange | Don't you 
know, a Man may teal his own Googs 
in {eyeral caſes ? Burt to fatisty you far- 
ther; if you excced the Bounds of Tem- 
perance, you intercept Refreſhment from 
thole that want it; you draw the Cur- 


rent into a wrong Channel, and plunder 


the Poor Man's Cup-board. Wine and 
ſtrong Drinks were not ſent us to be ſpent 
to ill Purpoſe, to intoxicate the Idle, and 
put the Wealthy out of their Wits. his 
15 to defeat the Bleſſing, and riot in the 


Bounty of Providence. Thele things 


were defign'd for common Advantage, 
: g and 


UI Ww || Wed Of 
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and general Comfort, and therefore the 


drudging part of the World, eſpecially, 


ſhould have their ſhare. 


OEnoph. If you had all your Fancies, 


| believe the Conduits would run Sack 
| and Claret every Day. 


 Encrat. It may be not. Bur tho* I 


| am not for indulging the Lazy, yet is 
| my Opinion, that if the Poor were more 
cheriſh'd, and leſs complaining in onr 
| Streets, the Product of the Year would 
| be better ſpent. 


OEnoph. 1 believe fo too. But you 


| know, Beggars are drunken to a Proverb.. 
| And to leave them; People of the lower 
| Rank arc extravagant cnough this way : 


© 


| Their Palate is as ſtrong, and thcir Rea- 
lon as weak, as their richer Neighbours. 


Encrat. Thar's true: But one would 


| think, when the Wolf is clole by the 
| Door, their Neceſlitics might govern 
| them. However, this won't do: :. For, 
as you obſerye, nothing is more common 
than to ſee Labourers work one Week, 
| and debauch the next; drink off their 
| 97ub/eſktence, and leave their Wages at the 
| Ale-honſe. Thus the Family ſtarve ar 
| home, and the Children cry tor Bread. 


Et ſucets pecori, & lac fubducitur 
 agnuy * 
a ls 


*. Virge 


£39 
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This is great Barbarity and Injuſtice | 
Thus, Want and ill Uſage breeds Quar. 


_rels, ſets the Houſe in a Flame; and the 
laſt Iflue oftentimes, is extremely deplo. 


rable. The Government has been very 


ſenſible of this Miſchief, and provided 


x7 F&#c.9; 
21 Fac. 7. 
i Car. ' ts. 
$6 


a Remedy accordingly * : Burt as lon 
as the Execution {leeps, the Laws fig- 


nify little. As long as we have ſo much 


of the Licenſe, and 1o little looking at- 
ter, what can we expect ? In my poor 
Opinion, thele Honles of Entertainment 
are lomewhat too numerous. _ 
 OFEmoph. As well as I love them, I 


_ can't help ſaying, That if all the 7z- 


wverns and Ale-houſes in London, ſtood 
together, I believe they would make a 
Town as big as Sodom or Gomorrah. 
Emcrat. Fm of your mind; and if 
you had pur in the other Places of :/ 
tame, you had almoſt frighted me, for 
tear of the ſame Concluſion. To rc- 


'rurn; if the Magiſtracy ſhould happen 


ro Cconnive, and overlook theſe Dior- 
ders, 'twould be a mighty Misfortune. 
This is to betray the Laws, to diappoint 
the Government, and bring the Guilt 
upon themfſelyes. And when a Man 
has the Intemperance of a Pariſh or D-- 
DV:i/to4 to aniwer for, when this comes 
ro be charg'd with all its Train and Dc- 

- pendencies, 


{ecuting upon the Statutes againſt Drun- 
kennels. IHE 

OEmoph. Encratins, this Failing has 
cain'd ſome footing amongſt all Conditi- - 
ons; I'm told, 'tis poſſible to bring an 
Inſtance eyen from the Clergy. 

Encrat. Im ſorry to hear that; I 
hope theſe Stories are but Calumny and 
Dilafietion. I ſhould be loth to think 
a Church-wan guilty of a Practice fo 
| unbecoming his Character, ſo differ- 
| viceable ro his Commiſſion ; a Practice 
lo terribly threatned from the Bz&/e, Ze x1. 
| that forfeirs the Privilege of our Creed, ;*., - 
| and lies under the Penalties of the other 0. 
World. Bur, fince this Body is ſo nu- C** 5 
merous, ſince the Paſſions of Mortality 
are about them, ſince there was one 
Traitor amongſt Twelve Apoſtles, 'tis 
poſſible the Charge may be true : Wor 

then 
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| pendencies, when 'tis added to Perſonal yt 
Miſcarriage, I'm afraid the Load will lie } 
heavy. PALE "7 
. OEnoph. If you ſhould ſee a 7u/tice 0 
; overtaken, and lay himfelf by the Feels, þ= 
| W you would make a Tragical Buſincls ker 
J re --- i 
- Enmcrat. Tndeed, I ſhould think it a my 
1 oreat Agograyation of the Vice; and 3 
- that ſuch a Man would be cool in pro- 40 
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| haviour. 


then is to be done ? Why, if the Arti- 
cles can be prov'd, the unhappy Per- 
ſon ſhould be pur under Diſcipline, and 
do Penance for the Scandal of his Be- 
OZnoph. VYm glad I was not bred a 
Clergyman. : 
Encrat. Why ſo? Have the Laity 
a Z::enſe tor Intemperance ? Don't de- 
ceive your felt, the Bzb/e will reach 
you 20 lels than the S7arure-Book. You 
tie under the Cenſure of the Church, 
and the Terrors of Eternity : And won't 
this make you tremble at your Dilor- 


OZ7:n0ph. If you pur me upon think- 
ing, I can't difprove what you ſay : But 
when my Spirits are down, I would 


gladly ferch them up again; and this | | 


lomerimes Carries me too far. 
 Encrat. It may be, you are not pleas'd 
with the Hiſtory of your Lite, or the 
Poſture of your Circumſtances: And 
here, to relieve you, you cndeayour tO 
{hut up the Scene, to take a @nzeting 
Draught, and dilmils that part of your 
Memory. Baur this is but a palliating 
Cure: *Tis but skinning over an old 


: Ulcer. To flatter the Wound in this 


manner, will make way for a Mortifica- 


tion : 


ry 
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tion: To be intemperate for the eaſe 
of one's Mind, is to cure Melancholy 
with Madneſs. And yet this is ſome 
Peoples Noſtrum. When they are low 
in Caſh, or their Aﬀairs hang back- 
| ward, they apply to the Remedy of 


the Bottle; as if Poverty could be re-_ 


' WW mov'd by Expence. Alas! this Anodine 
is quickly over; and then, the Angniſh 


revives with double Force. If a Man 
1 MW docs nor like his Manners, or his Purſe, 
, W lt him mend, and retrench, and mind 


his Buſineſs: And not fink himſelf 
deeper in the Mire, multiply his Faults, 
and throw a new Sting into his Con- 
ſcience. py 

OEnoph. And yet ſome People, 
when they haye fa:/d, or ſpent an E- 
ſtate, retire, with a Stock for Brandy 
and Spzrirs ; with this imall Reſerve, 
They make a ſhift to difpatch them- 
ſelves, and prevent the lurviving their 
Misfortune. 
| Encrat. They might e'cn as good have 
| bought ſo much Poiſon. To throw a- 
| way one World after another, 18 a dif- 
| mal Relicf againſt Poycrty. 
| O£Enmoph.So'tis,upon {ccond Thoughts. 
| Well! I can't ſtand che force of your 
| Arguments, and theretore am reloly'd 
| to reform. And if you can fnggeſt any 
thing 
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— te. 


_ thing farther againſt a Relapſe, I fhall 
be glad to hear it. 


 Encrat. Arm your ſelf then with Re: 
collection, and be always upon your 


Guard: Make a ſtrong Reſolution in 


your Defence ; that goes a great way in 


moſt Caſes. Haye a care of a weak 
_Complaiſance, and of being prepoſter. 


ouſly. Good-narur'd, as they call it 


You'll pardon the Expreſſion ; Ben't 


over-born by Importunity ; never {ur- 
render to a Jeſt, nor make the Com: 
pany maſter of your Conſcience. Veu 
ture to be io moroſe as to maintain thc 


Realon of a Man, and the Innoccucc 


of a Chriſtian. "Tis no Diſgrace to bc 
Healthy in a common Infection. Sit 
oularity in Virtue and Diſcretion, is 4 
Commendation, 1 take it. Beſides ; af- 


ter you have ſtood a firm Shock or tio. 


they'll delpair of Succeſs, and giye you 


'no more trouble. 


And for a farther Preſervative, conf! 
der the Advantage of Temperance : How 


_ clean and uncmbarrals'd it keeps the Scn- 


ſes, and makes them ſeize rhe Objed 


 -with more Keenneſs and SatisfaQtion. It 


appears with Lite in the Face, and Deco- 
rum in the Perſon; it gives you the 
command of your Head, ſecures your 
Health, and preſerves you in a Condition 

tor 
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for your Buſineſs. Theſe Conſiderations, 
] hope, with the Grace of God, which 
you are to addreſs for in the firſt place, 


I muſt rake my leave. 


 OEnoph. I thank you for your friend- 


ly Advice. 


Your Servant. 


mor: ſerviceable to you: And now | 
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_—_ 
| In a DiaLocus between 


Miſochreftes and Alphins, 


glad to ſee you ; you are 
= _ veryearly mounted; whi- 
ther away this Morning ? _ 
 Alph. To make my Story ſhort, In 
profter'd a Land Security for a Sum 0t 
Money, and the Eſtate not lying many 
Miles out of Town, I'm going to { 
what fort of Terra Firma we are likely 
to have; to enquire a lirtle tarther into 
the Value, as well as the Title : For! 
we engage, the Mortgage will go pretty 
acer. 
Mzfoch. T fancy'd, when I ſaw you 
npon your Pad, you were going to ridt 
down iome Farm or other : The Mort 
gager won't ſtand long if you get tit 
| + Chale of him, I can tell him that. 
Alph 


Alfoch. Þ OEnerator pM, I'n 


I'm 
are 
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any 

ſee 
Kely 
10t0 
Ir 1 
ett 


you 


ride 
fort- 
- Li 


Fn, 


"2 


Ch t— Fi, 


Lo 
2-0 WT". > WR . © 3. > wes oY ON 1 as Vee Oe: ey ph lr er pe 
L a Hd t 40 


179 


Alph. It may be, as long as your 


Tenant ; for I don't perceive you let 
ſuch great Pennyworths: And if he 
does not pay his Rent, you can recon- 
cile your f{clf to a Sez/are without much 
dfticulty. DE 

Mifoch. I can reconcile my ſelf to my 
own ; but I abominate that griping Pra- 
ce 0 Uſers. EE HE ; 

Alph. Since you are ſuch a Plain- 
Dealer, I muſt rell you, your Opinion 
is none of my Standard : Beſides, I'm 
no Extortioner ; my Intereſt goes gene- 
rally under the Statute: And, I hope, 
there's no harm in taking the Benefit of 
the Law. } 7: 202 © 

A7ifoch. That's well! What if you 
might roaſt or boil a Man by A& of Par- 


lament, would you turn Cannibal un- 


to prevent a greater ? So jogs 
Alph. No Fiekores that pretends to 

be Chri/tian, would ever be underſtood 

to permit any thing that's maium per 


Conſideration : This would be down- 
Mt: A flat Contradiftion to St. Paul's 


DoCtrine, and liable to the higheſt Pe- 
74 N 2 _ © nalries. 


der ſuch a Toleration ? Don't you know, 
the Law ſometimes permits a leſſer Eyil 


ſe: No, not upon never fo valuable a_ 


right dozng Evil that Good might come roy.;.s. 


d_ 4 
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| nalties. Now Ulury, according to your 
Notion, is Malum per ſe. 
| Mifech. That 'tis with a witneſs! The 
Conſcience of an Infidel ſtarts at it; - the 
very Turks won't endure it. 
Alph. Then they may let it alone: 
The Conſcience of an Infidel will ſtar 
at a Glaſs of Wine ; but. yours won't: 
And ſince you are no thorough-paced 
Muſulman, pray don't propole the 4. 
coran for a Rule. In ſhort, if Declama- 
tion is your Buſineſs, I ſhan't ſtop my 
Journey : But if you are inclin'd to de- 
bate the Matter calmly, I'll venture to 
alight. 
Mz:foch. Do ſo: And when I hayc 
you upon the Leyel, we'll take a Turn 
or two, and argue the Caſe. 
 __Alph. Agreed: This Walk is pics} 
fant, therefore let's loſe no time : And 
fince you made your ſelf the Plazntif, 
let me hear how the Action is laid. 
| Mech. You ſhall have my Objccti- Wmy 
ons: Ithink my Topicks are good; for {WUle 
I deſign to argue from the Reaſon of the FWcha! 
* Thing, from the Authority of the Scri- {Wbod 
| pture, from the Fathers, from General Wear: 
and Provincial Councils; and to engage WM / 
you at your own Weapon, I hope to pro-W - 
duce ſomething from the S;arute-Book. ſpece 
: Alb. Ur 


ms. 
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I for now 'tis too late to avoid it. 


ic Mifoch. To begin then with the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing: And here, in the firſt 
*; WI Place, I prove the Unlawfulnels of lend- 
it MW ing upon Uſury, becauſe of the barren 
-: Wl and unpropagated Nature of Money : 
d Wl Gold and Silver grows no where but in 


/. WY the Mines : Ir never m_— in the 
a- WM Borrower's Pocket. If he thould keep 
ny WM it feven Years, 'twould rather grow ligh- 


c- WM ter than otherwiſe. IF I lend a Buthel. 


ro of Corn, one Grain will produce a great 

many : But ſince Money continues ſtin- 
ve Wed to the firſt Weight and Quantity, 
why ſhould I be ſo unreaſonable as to 
demand an Increaſe ! : 

Alph. Ym afraid you don't ſet your 
belt Foot forward: This Argument 
will do you no Service : For ſuppoſe I 
haye a thouſand Pounds by me, 'tis at 


ti- Wimy Choice to turn it to what honeſt 
for WUle I think fir: Granting then I pur- 
the {Mebaſe a Farm with this Sum, there's no 
cri- Woody queſtions but that I may let this 
ral Warm to a Tenant, and reccive the Rent. 
ave WM 7:/0ch. Thar's true. PLES 

r0- A/ph. Very well: Now if I may 
2. Fcceive Fifty Pounds, or more, fer An- 
[pl Wu, for this Money turn'd into Land, 


3. - - 


 Atth. You threaten a formidable At- 
tack; however, I muſt ſtand the Shock, 
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_ why may I not keep it in the Species of Ml n 
_ Coin, and diſpole of it. to Intereſt for b 
the ſame Adyantage e *Tis the Money Ml fi 
that bought the Land ; and why may [ 
| not take a moderate Profit under the firſt WM p; 
Form, as well as under the latter 2 7;- Y 
zereſ!, properly ſpeaking, is but Rent for 
Money : And Rent, as we ule the word, 
is no better than Ulury for Land. Now, 
that it ſhould be lawtul to make an Ad- 
vantage in one Cafe and nor in the 0- 
ther, is to me unintelligible : For what 
ſhould hinder me from making my Pro- 
perty ſerviceable, when it lies in Crowns 
_ and Guineas, as well as when I convert 
| them into Arable and Paſture 2 Is it be- 
caule there is an Advantage to be made 
by him that hires rhe Land, but not by 
him that borrows the Money ? Tins is 
a Miſtake: For Money taken up at In- 
tereſt, and cmploy'd in Trade and Mer- 
chandize, often turns to a much better 
Account than the Buſineſs of Husbandry, 
And therefore Silver and Gold is by no 
means ſo barren a Commodity as you 
ſuppole. Money is a ſtrange fruittul 
Thing, provided the Soil, and the Sea- 
{on hits; carry it but to Tzrkey or the 
£aſi-Indies, and it commonly exccecs 
the Product of Grain : Cent. per Cent, 
iS no Miracle in fach Caſes. Now it 
——— 
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my Stock helps ro enrich my Neigh- 
bour, why ſhould not I come in for a 
ſhare of the Gain 2 | 
Mifoch. Becauſe you don't bear a 
part in the Fatigue and Hazard of the 
—  - | 
Alph. Under Favour, I do run a part 
of the Hazard; for if the Debtor fails, 
I loſe my Principas. *Tis true, I don't 
run ſo great a risk ; but then, neither is 
my Profit ſo conſiderable : And this dit- 
ference brings up the Matter to an equi- 
table Balance. | 
Mzifech. I fay ſtill, the *Ufarer lives 
upon the Labour of the Induſtrious ; he 
eats his Bread zn the Sweat. of another 
Man's Brows; and, you know, Adam 
was to do it in his own. 
Alph. That was Adam's Fate more 


| than his Duty : He had loſt Parad/e, 


the Ground was unbleſs'd, and the World 
unfurniſh'd, and art firſt he had no body 
to work for him. But if cating without 
Labour is a Crime, is not the Landlord 
eyery jor as guilty as the Ulurer ? Pray, 
kt's have no more of this, unleſs you 
have a mind to level all Conditions, and 


knd the Prince to the Plow. 


Mzfoch. T have no deſign that way : 
But I muſt tell you farther, thar the 
Ulurer, like the Envious, is perpetually 

| N + | 4 buly ; 


he — 


if _— 
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buſy; I grant, he has the Diſcretion not 
to prey upon himſelf; bur his Trade is 
always going on, and takes no notice 
of any Sabbath. | 
 Alth. Then, I find, the former charge 
_ of Jdlenels is vaniſh'd; for the Man 
works in the Money : But he does it 
without Diſtintion of Times: And 
where's the harm on't ? Does not the 
Tenant pay Rent for Sundays /and Holy. 
aays, as much as for the reſt of the 
Year ? 
Alfoch. Let that be as it will: 1] 
think Uſury an unreaſonable Exaction. 
For when a Man borrows a Sum of Mo- 
ney, he is bound to ſtand the Hazard, 
and make it good: Now, where's the 
Equity to preſs him with a double Bur: 
then ? To oblige him to warrant the 
Principal, and pay Intereſt oyer and a- 
bove; to pay Intereſt, I fay, to the Len- 
| der, who has his Security and lies under WM Fi 
8 ſhelter ? | 
Alph. Not abſolutely under ſhelter 
| : neither ; for the Debtor may prove In- Wſ he 
___ folvent: And therefore, to.turn your ſÞ m 
Queſtion, Why ſhould the Lender be put W kc 
to the Hardſhip of risking the whole 
Sum, and loſing the Benefit of employ-Iſ th 
ing it into the Bargain ? GE 


Mifoch. 
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Mifoch. That Turn won't do. For 


the Purpoſe ; if I hire a Houſe, or a 
Farm, I don't lie under the fame Acci- 
dents. *Tis true, I muſt pay my Rent 


as long as I occupy the Premzſes. Bur 


in caſe of a Fire, or a Sea-breach, I am 
not bound to make good the Eſtate, and 
indemnify the Landlord. 


Alph. The Inſtance is not parallel: I 


am not liable to the fame Danger in let- 
ting an Eſtate as in lending my Money. 


A Tenant can't carry my Farm upon his 
If he of- 
fers either to fell it, or commit Waſte, I 


Back, and run away with it. 


have my Remedy againſt him. But he 


that borrows a Sum, has the abſolute. 


Diſpoſal of it. He may Trade, Purchaſe 
or Drink, and turn ir to what Ule or 
Extravagance he pleaſes. And ſince my 
Property is thus entirely in his Power, 
is it not reaſonable he ſhould ſecure the 
Fund ? 

Mzifoch. I can't deny thar. 

Alph. And is it not reaſonable too, 
he ſhould allow me a Conſideration for 
making my Property unſerviceable, and 
keeping it out of my own Hands ? 


Mz:zfoch. To wave the Unlawtalneſs of 
this Practice a little, till I come to ano- 


ther Topick: Ar preſent I ſhall only in- 
fiſt upon the Inconveniency, and how 
are | of preju- 


= Cm 


prejudicial it is to the Publick Good. 


Tho, upon ſecond Thoughts, if I proye 
this Article, the Uſurer will be found 


guilty. For no body can lie crols to the. 


common Happineſs without a Fault. 
Alph. Let's hear the Charge. 

_ Mzifeeb. 1 affirm then, that were it 

not for this graſping at Intereſt, Money 

would not lie dead ſo long in the Mi- 

ſer's Coffers ; 'twould circulate farther in 

Trade, and flow more freely in the Veins 
of the Common-wealth. ns 

 _ Alþh. Quite contrary. For thoſe who 

won't venture their Caſh upon an Adyan- 

_ tage, would never lend gratzs. At this 


rare, Money would {ſleep and ruſt in the 


Bag, much more than ar preſent. For, 


who will run Hazards without Profit, 


and help other People to get Eſtates for 
nothing * Who will ſet his Fortune a 
| failing, and lend it over the Ze, with- 
_ out a Farthing Conſideration ? If the 
_ Owner's Money will earn nothing in a 
Voyage, he'll make it keep the Houle, 


and not ramble about the World to no 


purpoſe. Conſider, on the other fide, 
how Trade fſubſiſts upon Credit, and 
{ets up with Crztches ; So that take a- 


way the Allowance of 1zrereſf, and 


you ſtop the Courſe of Traffick, ſhur up 


part of the Axchange, and lay an Em-. 


bargo 
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bargo on the Merchant-men in the 
River. LATE 
Mzifoch. It may be not: For tho” a 
Cabinet or Scritoire may be robb'd, a 
Mortgage is in no danger of Thieves : 
| Why then ſhould nor Men be willing to 
lend upon the ſingle Score of fuch a Se- 
curity ? And if they are, Trading will 
flouriſh as well as ever. 
Alph. Your Expedicnt will fall ſhort : 
| For, as Honeſty goes, an Iron Cheſt is 
a better Security than a Mortgage - And 
were it not for the Profit of {nfereſt, 
your Mony'd-Men would be at the 
charge of ſuch a Defence : Beſides, cve- 
ry Trader has not Land to engage. And 
laſtly, granting the Mannour or Farm 
tied, if there was nothing allgw'd for 
the Loan, the Mortgagee would be apt 
to enter when the Term was expir'd, 
and the Money unpaid; And then the. 
Mortgager would fink deeper ; and Di- 
ſputes would ariſe about taking the Ifſues 
and Profits. This made a rich Churl in 
the Country curſe the Buſineſs of Ulury : 
Were it not, ſays he to my Lord Bacon, cern.. 
for this villanons Cuſtom of taking In- Fidel. 
tereſt, the Forfeiture of Bonds and 
Mortgages would come eaſier imto our 
Hands. Farther ; were it not for this 
Convenience, which way could Men 
7 procure 


FIR oY DIOEY, 


a, 


1bid. 


 Thid. 


procure Money at a pinch ? How wretch- 


edly muſt they be hurry'd in the Sale of 
their Goods and Eſtare ? In fuch Caſes, 


want of Leilure is often fatal to our Cir. 


cumſtances. The Expedient therefore of 


| borrowing upon Intereſt, was reckon'd a 


great Relicf by my Lord Bacon, and yer 
Money went at Ten per Cent in his 


Time. This great Man telis us, That 
to talk poſitively againſt Ujury, is ridi- 
_ culous; and that the total Suppreſſion 
of it is fit only for an "Utopian Govery-- 
ment. *Tis true, he would have Tntereſ! 


reduced. to Five per Cen?. in the Coun- 
try, and Eight in Trading-Towns, be- 
cauſe the Merchant is bcſt able ro give 
the faireſt Conſideration. Under this 


Scheme he declares, there would be no-- 


thing but Convenience in Uſury. And 
now, you know, Cuſtom and Law has 
brought the Matter farther than his Re- 
owarion. 
Mz:ifoch. My Lord Bacon was a great 
Man ; but before we part, I belieye 1 
ſhall produce a better Authority againſt 


him. Ar preſent, methinks *tis {ome- 


what grinding and unnatural ro receive 
more than I lent: There's no Confump- 


ion of the Goods ; my Money is undam- 
_ nificd, and return'd the fame in Quanti- 


ty and Value : And when the Aſtds arc 


en . -*- es 
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thus ſafe, is it not an ayaricious Humour 
to defire an Overplus ? 
 Alph. Have you not all your Land a- 
gain too, when your Tenant leaves your 
Farm? And yer that won't ſatisfy with- 
out the Payment of Rent. I ſay, you 
have all your Land again, and in the 
{ame good Condition too, provided your 
Leafe is well drawn, and you look after 
the Covenants. bs 
_ M5foch. Bur the Tenant has the Pro- 
-fits in the mean time. THe 
 Alph. And has not the Borrower the 
Profits of your Money ? But this I have 
an{wer'd already. As to the Avarice and 
Unnaturalneſs of raking a Conſideration, 
[ think rhere's nothing in that; for if 
the Borrower is to blame in not offcring 
| it, the Lender may fairly receive it. 
Mzifoch. Prove your firſt Propoſition. 
Alph. Thus then : Is not Gratitude 
part of the Law of Nature? Are we 
not bound to acknowledge a Benefit, 
and return an Obligation ? And is not 
the lending Money a conſiderable Kind- 
—__ ee 
Mifoch. Granting that, how then ? 
Alph. Then, T would gladiy know, 
how a Man can make his Acknowledg- 
1- W ment withour ſomething of an Over- 
rc Wl plus 2 = Y return'd no more than F 
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Exod, 22. 


25. 


Lev. 25, 
36, 37» 


19. 


 A%zvfech. Th 


© borrow'd, I only juſt ſtand clear of Fraud 


and Stealing : Bur: the firſt Notion of 
Gratitude reaches farther, and implics 
lomething more than the bare Acquitrtal 
from ſo coarle an Imputation : And now 
pray remember, that Gratitude is a Branch 
of Juſtice. 2H] Y 
Mech. TN argue upon this Head no 
longer, but advance to the Authority of 


Scripture, and there, I believe, you wil 
* be ſufficiently preſs'd. And here I ſhall 


produce my firſt Proof out of the O14 
Teſtament. _ RE 
_ Alph. Take your Method. 

'Text then is very full 
and expreſs; and to put the meaning of 
the Law out of Queſtion, the Prohibiti- 
on is repeated in {eyeral Places. In £x«- 


dus *tis ſaid, 1f thou lend thy Money to 


any of my People that 2s poor by thee, 
thou ſhalt not be to him as an Uſarer, 
neither ſhalt thou lay upon him *Ofury. 


In Levritzcus on are forbidden U- 


fury; Take no Uſary of him, or In- 
creaſe, but fear the Lord thy God, that 
thy Brother may trve with thee : T hou 
ſhalt not give him thy Money upon V- 
fury, nor lend him thy Vittuals for In- 
creaſe. Deuteronomy is no leſs deter- 
mining than the Places already menti- 


Deut.23. oned ; the words are, Thou ſhalt ”_ 
ia = len 


1B = 


Ol 
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lend upon Ufury to thy Brother ; Uſury 
of Money, *Ofury of Viftuals, *Oftry of 
any thing that is lent upon Ofury. 1 
might cite {cyeral other Teſtimonies from 
Nehemiah and the P/alms, from Fere- poi 


miah and Ezekzel, to. ſhew, the'Pro- p/at r5. 


gour of the Moſaick Text. But—— 7, q 
Alph. But you leave them to be con- s. 
ſulred at my leiſure. Now to what you 
alledge, I anſwer: | 
_ Firſt, That the Texts you mention are 
only part of the Judicial Law. | 
 Mifoch. Granting your Suppoſition, 
what do you infer? — 
Alph. That the Obligation reaches no 
farther than the Few2/h Common-wealth. 
The reſt of the World are no more tied 
by it, than they are oblig'd to give their Dez. 15. 
Debtors a general Releaſe every ſeventh ” 
| Year, or to return a purchas'd Eſtate at 
the end of fifty. Municipal Laws have 
regard to the Circumſtances of Place and 
Time ; to the Diſpoſitions of the Peo- 
ple: they are to govern; -and therefore 
we can't expect they ſhould be every 
| where the ſame. _ 
Mzſoch. Thar's right ; but was there 
any thing particular in the Few Con- 
ſtitution, that might occaſion the forbid- 
ding of Ulſury. 


Alpb, 
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phets expounded this Law up, to the ri- Jerem.rs. | 
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Deur. 7. Alph. Yes; You know the Jews were 
#374 9- caution'd againſt correſponding with o- 
ther Nations, for fear of Infection from 
their Manners and Idolatry : Now liy- 


| Ing, as it were, within themſelves, there 


. could be little Advantage from foreign 
Trade. Befides, at this time of Day, 
the Art of Navigation was imperfect, 
_ the Globe in a great meaſure undiſco- 
verd, {o that the Buſineſs of Merchan- 
_ dizivg muſt be comparatively infignifi- 
cant: For theſe Reaſons, the Sews could 
* not ſo well afford to give Intereſt : I ſay, 
not fo well as thoſe who have the Benc- 
fit of vaſt Diſcoveries, who are unre- 
ſtrain'd in their Commerce, live under 
great Improvements of . Shipping and 
Trade to all Parts of the World. I ob- 
ſerve farther, That this Prohibition of 
Utſury is limited only to the Poor. The 
Indigence of the Borrower is expreſily 
Exed.22, mentioned in Exodus and Leviticus : 
Lev. 25. *Tis confeſs'd this Circumſtance is omit- 
ted in Deuteronomy; but then Dente- 
ronomy being no more than a Repetiti- 
on, 'tis no wonder to find fome Particu- 
| lars unrecited, and the Matter more 
briefly couched: Such Abridgments, in 
all equitable conſtruCtion, are to be in- 
terpreted by the Law at large. I may 
add, that a Paſlage in this very Place, 
RN a determines 


ce oy 


determines the Senſe upon the Poor : 
For 'ris ſaid, Thou ſhalt not lend thy neu... 
Brother Viftuals upon Ufury. Now 19: 
tis very improbable, a rich Man ſhould | 
want Meat and Drink, and lie under a 
Neceſſity of taking up Proviſion at In- 

tereſt : This, I fay, is very improbable, 
elpecially in a Country whete their 
Wealth confiſted in Land, Cattel, and — 
Husbagdry. Thus, in Nehemiah, where Nebem. 5. 
Ulury is. complained of, the People were 

newly emerg'd out of Caprivity, low in_ 

their Fortunes, and diſtreſs'd: So that 

twas their Poyerty which made ſuch U- 

| Wfge unrealonable. To proceed ; the 

. {Whrophet {/a:ab deicribing the Deitructi- 

on of Zewry, gives an Image of the Ca- 

lamity : He lets them know, that tne 

e Whiſtintion of Conditions would be loft ; 

and that the Beſt would be ſunk to the 
Diadyantage of the Tnkerior. And zt 74-24 2: 
all be, as with the People, 0 with 

the Prieſt; as with the Servant, {0 

with his Maſter ; as with the Lender, 

0 with the Borrower ; as with the 

Laker of Uſury, ſo with the Giver of 

fury to him: That is to ſay, The 

Lender and the Uſurer ſhould be reduc'd 

0 the Borrower's Indigence : From 


ER 


be 


N- 
iy WW cnce we may conclude, that none but 
-c, {W* Poor ulcd ro borrow upon Ulury in 


1Cs 9. thoſe 


\ © 


32-1 , s cy 9, er 7 ro « 


of USURY. 


ni, 


Prov. 1 i; 
T ©. 


Salmaſ. 
de Uſar, 
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thoſe Days. The Prophet Feremiah's Ml p: 
Complaint will admit of this Conftructi. W R 
on: Woe 7s me, my Mother, that thu in 
haſt born me a Man of Strife, and a C 
Aan of Contention to the whole Earth: at 
T bave neither lent on *Ofury, nor have i Li 
Men lent to me 0n Oftry,' yet every one 


of them does curſe me. Does it nor ap-ſ| O 
pear from hence, Thar Utfury of this it 
Character was a Branch of Oppreſſion, MM 1o\ 
and a Hardſhip upon the Poor ? Thus of 
Solomon tells us, That he that withhold: Qt 
Corn, the People ſhall curſe him + That tbe 
is, he that lays up his Corn to raile the mc 
Price, makes the Poor ſuffer, and there-M ſto 
fore deſerves to be puniſhed in his Re-M {ire 
putation. This Curſe, you ſee, was oc-ſ But 
caſion'd by harraſſing the Necefſitous fp *1v« 
and preſſing on the Poverty of out !y | 
Neighbour. F 
Mifoch. Notwithſtanding your xl of 

_ pounding, Ja/ma/izs is clearly of Op - 
'nion, That Ufary was abſolutely forbid] 7e- 
den the Jews towards each other ; and 4 
that it was unlawful to take Intereſt Mer 
ven of the Rich. He grounds the Re Eig| 
| ſon of the Law upon Confanguinityl 
and their being deſcended from the fam: ſteal 
common Anceſtor : And obſerves, thaſWroj 
the Greeks and Romans uled to lend with Con 


the ſame Franknels, where there was an dera 
Es parti 
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particular Engagement of Friendſhip or 
Relation. The learned SJe/den likewiſe c$+14en 4 
informs us from the Rabbins, that all Jr Nar. 
ContraQts for Intereſt were difallow'd ; Ta Do. 
and the Money, if paid, recoyerable by :7. z- 


Eraeor, 
Law. | Lib. VI. 


cap. 9. 


_ Alph. If Satmajins's Reaſons are an 
p- MW Over-balance, ler them derermine you ; 
is MI it they are nor, I ſuppoſe you will fol- 
n WM low mine. . Beſides, this Author is none 
uM of your Friend, as to. the main of the 
4M Queſtion: And as for Jeider, you know 
hat the Rabbzns Authority is not always the 
he moſt weighty : "Tis trequently their Cu- 
re-Ml ftom ro make Additions to the Text, to 
Re fireighten Liberty, and extend the Law. 
oc- But let this be as ir will, 'I am fill poſt- 
uM tive that the Prohibition of Ulury is on- 
ou |y part of the Jdzczal Conſtirarion. 
Mifoch. How do you prove it no part 
+ of the Mora! Law? 
Alph. Becaule 'tis neither within the 
Ten Commandments, nor join'd to them. 
Mzifoch. Tho! we have it nor in the 
Letter, ſome think it implied in the 
Rea Eighth Commandment. ' 
nit 4725. How can that be ? Ulury is no 
ſanWitcaling : /Thefr is a private Seiture of 
chaſm Property, withour the Knowledge or 
with Conſent of the Owner. But the Conſt- 
: anfſÞ{deration of Tnrereſt, is open, proffer'd, 
part| Q 2 ©. and 
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- thing of Theft in't, ſo neither can it be 
call'd Robbery ; for that ſuppoles Ter- 


_ the Contrat begins on his ſide. To go 


_ allows Uſury, does not reſt upon any 


fairly confiſtent with the Rule of dozng 


and voluntary. And as Ufury has ns: 


ror and Force. Burt here the Matter is 
generally tollicired by the Borrower, and 


on : That this Jewsſh Law which dil- 


moral, unalterable Reaſon, I prove in 
the ſecond Place, becaule this Practice is 


as we would be done by. If the Lender 
was in the Borrower's Circumſtances, he 
would gladly have his Occaſions fupplicd 
at ſuch a Moderate Charge : His Bufi- 
nels requires it; his Profit will allow it: 
And, where's then the Unreaſonablencls 
of a Return for ſo ſeaſonable an At 
fillanoE? 1500 8 on] 

 Mifech. For all that, if rhe Lender 
was poor, he would rather borrow g7- 
75 than pay Intereſt, Unleſs theretore 
he lends with the ſame Franknelſs, how 
can he be ſaid to do as he wonld bt 
aone by? 


Alph. If I was a Beggar, ris likely | 6 | 


ſhould rather wiſh a Man would give 
me a Crown than a Penny, in Charity: 
Bat thele Wiſhes of mine, don't make 1t 
my Duty to give a Crown to every one 
that As+s of me in the Streets, Undet 

Fayou!, 
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ſolute. Mealure of our Practice: And 
« Ml therefore ir muſt be carefully ſtared be- 
1 tore "tis applied. Whar if our Deſires 
» M have Ignorance, Coverouinels, or Frenſy 
- WW in them, muſt we do as we wonld be 

done by in this caſe ? Ar this rate, our 
n I {aclinations are made paramount to Right 
is MW-and Reaſon, and our Fancy muſt carry 
, all before it, If a Man was mad, 'tis 
x MW probable he would defire a Sword to do 
ie Ml Miſchicf: Bur from hence ir does not 
4 Wl follow, that I am bound to lend this 
- MW Weapon to my Neighbour under fuch a 
t: MW Dilorder. To make this Rule of dong 
fl 45 we wonld be done by, late and ler- 
\{. WW viceable, our Deſires muſt be rcatonable ; 

| we muſt not ſtretch our Fancy to Extra- 
ler MW vagance, nor wiſh for any thing that's im- 
-2- WF moderate or unjuſt. Now to this State 
"re Nl of the Precepr, the taking of [ntereft is 
ow 8 cafily reconcil'd. As to the Poor, I 
be 8 confeſs, *cis more generous, and ſome- 
[times a Duty too, to receive nothing 
for the *U/e. I fay, lometimes a Dury 
too, where the Circumſtances of the Len- 
der will bear it. For, withour doubt, a 
wealthy Chriſtian is oblig'd, as much as 
a /ew, to be kind to an indigent Bro- 


ther. Ns | | 
O 3  Mifoch. 
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 Mifech. You grant, the Poor have 
ſometimes a Right to borrow for no- 
thing; and yet you can't deny, but that 


a Man of an Eſtate may take Money or 


Service for a Piece of Ground of a poor 


Tenant. Does not this Conceſſion over- 


throw your Parallel between Money and 
Land ? | 


Alph. Not at all; provided you ap- 


 prehend me rightly, and under due Li. 
mitations. For as a wealthy Perſon ma 


take a moderate Rent for his Land of a 
poor Man, provided the poor Man gets 
his Living by the Land; ſo I conceive 


he may take a moderate [ntereſt of the 


 pocr Man, ſuppoſing this latter can turn 


20, 


the Penny, and make an Adyantage of 
the Borrowing : For in this caſe, the 


Loan of the Money at Intereſt is a Kind- W 


neſs; and, I hope, to do the Poor a Kind 
neſs, has no manner of harm in't. 

_ Mifech. Have you any thing farther 
to urge for the Point in Hand ? 


Alph. Yes: I prove, Uſury ſtands 
unforbidden by the Moral Law, becaulWſ 
the 7ews were permitted this Liberty 

_ upon all bur their own Country-men. 
Peut, 23. Onto a Stranger, ſays the Text, thou 
may'ſt lend upon Ofury. Had this Pra 
_ Rice been morally Evil, we may be al 
ſured God would never have indulg 
EI TOA th 


VAR © 


| the Allowance in any Caſe. He would 
never have granted a Privilege to con- 
troul the Laws of Nature, to break in 
- WH upon Right and Juſtice, and tranſgrels 
p the everlaſting Commandment. As the 
Son of Sirach oblerves, he gives no Ferlu/ irs, 
1 WW Man 2a Licenſe to ſin. The Jews had ©” 
no liberty to murther, to debauch, or 

\ WH chcat a Heathen; and if Uſury had been 
- WW alum per /e, like the reft, they would 
= BANG been barr'd that too. Nay, they 
a 8 vere ſtrictly forbidden to vex or oppreſs #30022. 
« WM « Stranger; and yet they were allow'd © © 
c WW fo rake /zzere/? of him. From whence 
os WM it clearly follows, that Ulury has no na- 
-n WM fural Blemiſh, nor is any neceſſary In- 
of MW {fance of Oppreſſion. 
he MM - {72/och. And yer in the fifteenth 
4. WM 7/2, where the Queſtion is put, £974, 
d. WW who ball dwell in thy Tabernacle £ and 

| who ſhall reſt upon thy holy Hill 2 . 
ner That is, how muſt a Man be qualified 

| for the Favour and Protection of Hea- 
a6 ven ? The anſwer is, He that lcads an 
nk corrupt Life, does the thing which 1s 
ry 12997, and ſpeaks the Truth from his 
on. Heart :—He that fewears to his Netgh- 
noulff 9917', and diſappoints him not, tho" it 
pra were to his own hinderance; He that 
al. 245 not given his Money upon Uſury, 
led #97 taken Reward againſt the 111n0- 
the Ds cent, 


—— 


cent, ©c. In ſhort, all the other Qua- 
lificarions in this P/a/m, ſtand upon a 
moral Foot, and are unqueſtionable Du- 
ties both to Zew and Genzzle: From 
hence I inferr'd, that the abſtaining from 


| U/ary was a Precept of the ſame exten- 


| five and immutable Nature. The 


".Y, 30. 


Annot. 


eighteenth of Ezckze! might have bcen 
cired much to the {ame Advantage ; but 
your laſt Argument has wreſted thelc 
two Places out of my Hands, and there- 
fore I muſt retreat to the New Teſla: 
ment. __ 

Alph. I conceive, you haye given up 
nothing which was Tenable: For lad 
Uiury been morally Evil, this Truth 
would cither have been diſcover'd by its 
own Light, or the Proof of it at leaſi 
would have lain very forward in the 


Underſtanding : And had this been the 


caſe, God would never have permitted 
the Jews this Practice, only with an 
Exception to thoſe of their own Na- 

tion. Lok: & 
Mifoch. In the fixth Chapter of St. 
Zuke, which is part of our Saviour's 
Sermon upon the Mount, the Command 
runs thus, Gzve to every one that asketh 
of thee; and of him that taketh away 
thy Goods, ask them not again. And 
here the learned Hammond tranſlates 
WY DT CLAY, 


——_— 


of U $ UR D - pou 


wm_—— 


aipery, and 4aindv, in the latter part of 
the Verſe, to borrowing, and exacting 
of Intereſt. wy} LR: 

Alph. That's true : But then in the 
firſt place, he is not poſitive in his O- 
pinion: And ſecondly, granting that 
taking away thy Goods is to be render'd Pra.Ca- 
borrowing ; and asking them nor again, Ry: 
imports that we ſhould not demand any 
V/e for the Loan : Suppoſing this, I ſay, 
| Dr. Hammond infers no farther againſt 
Ulury, than that the Rich ought not to 
practiſe it rowards the Poor. But where 
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WW the lending upon Intereſt does not pinch 1;2. "I 

l a Man's Neceſiity, where 'tis a Service to = 

1 WH Trade, and a Gain to the Borrower, he wo 

s WH bas nothing to ſay againſt ir. | W 

i Mifoch. Yes: He adds by way of bi 

e farther Caution, that this Liberty is not beds. 

e to be taken where it may 6727g a juſt 

d Wl Cenfare of Worldly-mindedneſs: But let 14. 

n Wl that paſs. Our Saviour, you may re- 

a- W member, overthrew the Tables of the Matth. 
Money-changers : Theſe Bankers did **' '** 

t WW not only change foreign Coin, and give 

's Wl 52s, but took Intereſt in their Buſineſs, 

nd WW 35 appears from this other Text of St. 

;h Wl Matthew; Thou oughteſt therefore to Marth. 

9 bave put my Money to the Exchangers, **' ©" 

n 


and then at my coming 1 ſhould have 
recezU'd my own with Uſary. Now, 
| ED... 


Ces 
oy 


a) 
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i» Loc, Hdammond rightly tranſlates it : That is, F | 
a - 


does not our Saviour's Diſcipline upon 
theſe Men, plainly prove the Unlawful. 
neſs of their Practice ? 
Alph. Not'at all. I hope you don't 
think it unlawful to ſell Oxen, Sheep, 
_ or Pigeons, and yet our Saviour droye 
them out as well as the Money-changers? 
What was the reaſon then of this 1cem- 
ing Severity ? *T'was becauſe they made 
a Market of the Temple, bought and fold 
in a conſecrated Place, and circumvent- 
ed one another where they thould have 
{aid their Prayers. Your taking notice 
that the Exchangers were Ulurers, makes 
for my purpoſe. For if the unprofitable 
Servant was to blame for not putting 
out his Lord's Money, may we not in- 
fer from hence, that the Profit of /-- 
tereſt is {ufficiently defenfible ? For tho' 
theſe Emblematical Diſcourſes are not to 
be prels'd too cloſe, yet we may fafely 
conclude, our Saviour would never haye 
encourag'd an unlawful Gain, fo much 
aS in a Parable. | HT 
M:foch. But, does not our Saviour 
command us zo lend, hoping for nothing 
again £ And, what room can there bc 
_ then for the Expectation of /ntereſ! ? 
Alpb. Yes: We are to lend, pnow 
emeriGonts, diſtruſting nothing, as Dr. 


#8 


of UEURY 8} ©<>:<ox 


as we may learn from the Context, | we 
are not only to lend ro the Rich, from 
whom we may expect a Return, or at 
leaſt are ſecur'd from lofing. No: We 
mult be more human and charitable than 
this comes to : The Poverty of the Bor- 
rower, the Unlikelinels of a Requital, 
| the Hazard of the Primcipal, mult not 


. diſcourage us from ſupplying the Necel- 
ſities of our Neighbours : We muſt ven- 
, ture to do the Poor a Kindneſs, and ex-_ 


* WW pct our Reward from God Almighty. 
: And whar is there in all this againſt U- 


: fury, unleſs it be ro the Poor, who are. 
E in no condition to Pay it ? 
Y Mifoch. You grant, the Jews were 


- W forbidden to lend upon Ulſury to cach 
/- WF other: Now the Go/pe/ takes away all 
0 W Diſtinctions of Nations, and extends the. 
0 W Notion of our Nezg/bour to all Mankind. 
y W There's no body foreign or unallied to a 
'c i Chriſtian : And as all the World are of 
-h | one Family, 1o he is to treat them as 
| ſuch. And upon this reaſoning, which 
: | way _ Ujury and Chriſtianity ſtand ro- 
15 WW ecther 
be i = Notwithſtanding the compre- 
. henſive Kindneſs of Chriſtianity, you 
* know there is a Preference allow'd to. 
Ir. the Honſhold of Faith. You may like- 621.6. rc. 
ji | Wiſe oblerye, that 'tis a Man's Neceſlities 
35 that 


. " 
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| Luke 1o. that ſometimes makes him my Neigh- 
37- bour, and ties me to a kinder Confidera- c 
tion. You may remember too, that the t 
Prohibirion of Uſury to the Fews, was c 

1n tavour of the Poor, that they are cx- c 

 preſily mentioned, and that the Intention q 

fl 

E 

\ 


of the Law was to bar Oppreſſion : And 

| that the Jews did not underſtand it in 

_ the utmoſt Latitude and Rigour, appcar: 

| by the learned Selden; he rells us from t 
the Ravbbzms, that all direct Uſury, all WM 5 
Advantage of this kind ſtared and ic- a 


curd by Contract, was clearly unlawful : 4: 
 Thar's true; But then there was an F- 7: 
quivalency of [ntereſt; Preſents betorc, c 
and Gratuitzesafterthe Borrowing : Thelic 0 


Selden de Were call'd Pulvis Ufure, and not rec- C 
_ JureNa kon'd within the Cenſure of the Law, q 
 &.:5%.. Tis granted, the Tradition of the El Ml C 

ih 


Gent. ju 

ra Diſcpt, ders made moſt of this Putuzs unlawtul: 
£7 Yes, and the Point was carried to that A 
= Singularity, that if a Man faluted his fo 
_ Creditor more civilly than uſual, or gave A 
him a good word extraordinary, he fel! BY 
under the Pcnalty of an Uſurer. But then ® 
tia. the Money of Orphans, the Poor's S7oct; w 
and the Revenue of the Synagogue, Wl w 
were exempted, and left open to all WM ch 


the Advantage above-mention'd. This W wi 
10id., Frankneſs puts me in mind of Mu/cu/s, W Di 
- Who, as great an Anti-Ujurer as hc 1. W th 

| yCatures 
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ventures to conſent, that Orphans, Wi- 
dows, and Hoſpitals, ſhould have the 1/7. 
benefit of Intereſt. And under the E- COME: 
quity of rhis Permiſſion, a great many fam 
others may be comprehended. I ma 
add farther, that the Charity of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion never deſign'd to deſtroy 
Property: And if I/have a right in my 
Money, I have without queſtion a right 
touſe it. And why may not a Man deal. 
in Caſh and Coin, as well as in Cloth 
and Spzces, if he has a Mind to it? And 
as to the Zewzſh Law, make it as gene- 
ral to that Country as you pleaſe, "twill 
concern us no farther than the Reaſon 
of it reaches. Now if the Diſcovery of 
Countries, the Settling of Fatforzes and 
Plantations, and the Enlargement of 
Commerce, has alter'd the caſe, why 
ſhould the old Rigour continue ? If Mo- 
ney be a much livelier Commodity than 
formerly, why muſt the Right and the 
Adyantage be parted? Why muſt the 
Borrower engrols the Profit, and the 
Owner be. ne'er the better ? In ſhort, 
why ſhould the 47o/azck Reſtraint oblige, 
when the Circumſtances are ſo much 
chang'd ; and the Practice be the ſame, 
where the Reaſons are different ? This 
| Difference was probably the ground why 
the 7ews were permitted to take Ulury 

| of 


gt od 


— he oe l IO © —F ————_ ee al 8-45 "HEM no p c > 
+. <=. + — "HI T2 0 A. = - ORSS * az my : EIT > m— ko 4 
pt 2.2 ba 4 "8 ' ac A, 4+ 25... =— I A "I by - & no - a - hc - 
I E a I »# ap - & 45 SS « Dp 3 e - x 20%, 3 5% q ax as . = &.S..4—* "> « an - - £ 
Gr s 1 $046, et 6 —_ Y bo b LEW. 24" 7 7 : He No : am > re wa, IL Pp 
4-4 EEE ET — Ws 6 EE Ie ; : IJ 5 re hae Wn 1 
( . — w /_ __ a , : —C D . —_——— . der i ROE ES r RE Ea F + - ar———— "- 2 C8 
: — = - —_— : == + rH” ——_ — -» - > re ps - =+ ” f | Maa Sx 
46 ES > gone l £ no 0 Z 4 4 h_, w = Fs bd 
A T - : > 
= -_ —— << = IS»; = _ < —Y 
. Sure Ai 208- JE 2." 2” - Ee a 


wm, a pod 7 
- WE $ 
. —- Sg 
> 21% þ 5 af , 
- - _ 0 . +” PP Os. 4 
- _ —_— — —— £ PETS; H L 
JIeS. r a nee ge Sc. 
= 8 it AE as" AE. on Ae 
- OSS ooo tn ro nat a>, 
- AIDES on, oo og oe - _ 
—- 4 - 
- - 4 « G mV 35 
—_ > - 


| es 


>a _ 
= -S 


- fo he Foy 


ak 


* C480; 3%. 


= —* 
A 


cre 


 chandizing, and drove a great Trade ci- 


ther by Shipping or Carravans *; And. 


being thus high-in Buſineſs, were better 


able to pay [nzereſt than the Fews, who 

liv'd moſtly on the Product of their own 

Counrry. 7 LP 01. Fo 
M:foch. I can't ſay you have explain'd 


 the&criprures unplanſibly concerning this 


Cypr. de 
Lap. 


_ Epit, In- 
FE GS 


{ uy 


Point: But this I muſt rell you, The 
Primitive Church is directly againſt you; 
The Fathers declaim againſt *U/ary, and 


the Councils condemn it: And which 


way you. can ſtem the Stream of this | 
Authority, is farther thaw I can diſco- 
ver. And here, for Order's fake, I ſhall 
mention the Fathers and Councils by 
themſelves, and over-look Chronology 
a little: To begin with the Fathers, 
St. Cyprian recounting the Degeneracy of 
the Chriſtians of his time, gives an In- 
ſtance in Ulury. Latantzus treating of 
the Meaſures of Obedience, and the Du: 
ties of a Chriſtian, tells us, That a Per- 
ſon careful about theſe Matters won! 
lend his Money upon Ofury, Non dabit 


Wi 
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in Uſtras pecuniam; hoc eſt enim de 
alients malis lucra captare. St. Ambroſe 


ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe ; *Tzs an ve ofi. 


AQ of Humanity, ſays he, to afſiſt a 117-2. 
Man in his Want : But tis hard-heart- 
ed, to drag more from him than the 
Principal. St. Chryſoſtome is altogether 

of St. Ambroſe's Judgment ; his wordsare, 

If you pretend to Diſtipline and Mortti- », $.;un. 


fication, take care you dow't turn Uſurer : v. 


Do 'you Faſt ? why then, looſe the Bands 

of Wickedneſs, 'Mgppnfov Biakwmy ruwanhnkel- 

UATWY X00 |exPov, cancel, and grve up the 
oppreſſive Contratts and Securities. And 

in a Homzly upon the Cormthians, he 
declares, That Alms grip'd out of Oftiry, i cor. 16. 
are as little acceptable to God, as if they 

were gain'd by Proſtitution. To proceed, 

St. Auguſtin cries out againſt 7murthering rip. 44. 
the Poor with Intereſt. To thele, I mighr 

add the Teſtimonics of St. FHerom,Sr. Ba- 


| /i;, and others: Bur deſiring ro. be as 


brief as may be, I fhall pals on to the 

©. | rn TIA 
And under this Head, I ſhall cite the 

Apoſtles Canons, in the firſt place : And 


6 


| tho ſome of them may fall ſhort of the 


Apoſtolical Age and Authority, . yet the 


| Learned Dr. Beveridge has proved the ct: ca- 
| Collefion made in the Second or "Third »-. #c- 


Century, which brings them to a con- 26. es 


{1derable 


| Cannao, The Council of Eliberis or Elvira, 


208 of USURY. 


ſiderable Antiquity. The firſt fifty are are 
reckoned the moſt Authentick ; within 
which Number, we have one againſt U- 
ſury which runs thus ; 
Canon.44, Any Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, who re. 
quires Uſe from his Debtor, mus? either 
give over this Pratfice, or be degraded. 


held 4nno 305, decrees, That a Clerg y- 
man who takes Intereſt, ſhould be de- 
graded; That the ſame Fault ſhould be 
pardon'd in a Lay-man, upon promiſe 
of Amendment ; but if he relapſes, Lox 
Communication muſt follow. 
The firſt Council of 4r/es, held 4»- 
Can, 12. 110 3I4, CXCOMMuUNIcates thoſe Clergy 
that are Vſarers. 

1:7. The famous General Council of Nice, 
held in the Year 325, ordains, That 
thoſe Clerg y-men who are Uſurers, or | 
take ſordid Gains, ſhall be /u lenced, and 
ftript of ther Charatfer. 

To theſe I might ſabjoin the Council | 
of Laodicea, the firſt, ſecond, and fourth 
_ Councils of Carthage, the Quimiſext 
Council in Trullo, &c. 


Virg. Alph. Quis globus 4 Cives Caligin 
votuitur atra £ 


Here's a Cloud of Witneſſes indeed | Þ 
Here's a numerous Force, and a great 
many F 


WT Err 
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many /Forthies drawa down; but, I 
hope, they are not all of 'them Ene- 
mics... "To ſpeak to the Fathers ; Lat#- 
antius and St. Ambroſe point their Cen- 
ſure only againſt thoſe that bear hard 
[upon the Circumſtances of the ZPoor.: 
And St. Augnſtine, not to mention any 
more, muſt be conſtrued to. the fame 
Senſe. And if any of the Anczents are 
[more rigorous, we mult try to fence a- 
gainfſt them another way. For the pur- | 
[pole; If I can fatisfie your ' Objedions 

from the Councils, the Teſtimonies of 
Ithe Fathers mult ſink of conrle, as being 
jan inferior Authority, To enter upon 
Imy Defence ; I obſerve in the firſt Place, 
[That none of theſe Councils, either 
, WProvincial or General, forbid Uſury to. 
© {Wuy; excepting the Clergy. From whence | 
[ infer, That the Church did not look 
pon *U/ary as a Practice unlawful ; and 
Contrary to the Precepts of the Goſpel. 
ad this been their Opinion, they would. 
beyer have permitted it all along to the 

Laity, as tis plain they did. 
M:/och. Not ſo : You know the Coun- | 
til of E/zberts brought the Lazty under 
the ſame Diſcipline. — ; 

| Alph. Thar's true: But then this Zr0- 
b:nczal Council ſtands by it ſelf, and is 
together fingular : Ir abridges the Li- 
co P berty 


-  Can-44. berty of the Apoſtles Canons ; and which 
is more, the Council of Nice comes af. 

rer, - and over-rules it. By this OEcume. | 

nical Aſſembly, the Lazty ore left uM. 

Diſcretion, and might cither take *U/e or M j 

-refuſe it. This Permiſſion ſtrikes the MM | 

Council of E1:zberrs. dead, and dilarms WM | 
the Canon. © LE. 

| Mifſoch. You have gotten a Licenſe 


—— 


C 
for the Lazty, if you can hold it ; bw / 

then the Clergy are left in the lurch. c 

* Alph. 1 hope to fetch them off roo:M » 

For, 'if can but diſengage them fron þ, 

the Council of - Nice, the Provincidlt C 
Councils muſt come in, and.the BuſinckM tt 

will be difentangled. | | by 
Mifoch. How is this to be done? Ml A 

 Alph. Tobſerve in the firſt Place, Tha be 
Tatereſt ran extreamly high ar the tim nc 

can, 17, Ofthe Council of zee. They rook Twelveliif = 
and Eighteen per Cent. Javeicoi]es 5x4] of 
an gow ; 1 pONLSGy as the Canon expreſſes Ne 

it. Now, becaule they forbad the Cl ex 

gy receiving Twelve or Eighteen in thai 'T7 
Hundred, it does not follow they would ty 

have forbidden them Five or Six, if thi} anc 

| Rate had gone no higher. the 


2.4ly, This Canon againſt *O/ury is purtW. fir? 
ly Matter of Dilcipline: By Conſequence ons 
tis no diſregard to a General Council tt 


vary from it: For Diſcipline is ac 
54 F "i 


et. 


lth. 


—Yy 


NE — 


bl, and ſtoops ro the Circumſtances of ; 


Time : *T'was never uniform in the Pri- ;;; 1, 
mitive Ages : The different keeping of ?ir's Life 
Eaſter, to mention nothing more, may |." 

ſuffice for Evidence. Nay does not our yew £c- 
own Church fay much the ſame thing in /. 2}. 


her Preface to the Common Prayer? 
34ly, To come cloler to the Council - 


of Nice : Does not this celebrated: 4/- 
ſembly forbid Kneeling on Sundays, and caz. 20. 


enjoins all Churches to pray ſtanding 
on that Day ? And yet this Canon has 
been , diſpenſed with long ſince: The 
Churches of England and Rome don't 
think themſelves oblig'd by . this Rule, 


| but knee] on Sundays without {cruple. 


And ſince one Canon of Diſcipline may 
be Chang'd by the Modern Church, why 
not another 3 I argue, Y Ten bp | 6 'Y, No ve” 

4tbly, [That theſe Canons and Decrees 
objeed, are all Eccleſiaſtical Sanctions. 
Now the Juriſdiction: of Ecclefiaſticks 
extends only to things -purely fpiritual ; 
Tis true, they are an Independent Socze- 


and Legiſlature within themſelves : Bur . 
then, theſe Ads of Authority are, con- 


fin'd tro Admiſſions, and Excommunicati- 


ons, and ſach other Matters eſſential ro 

the Government of the, Church. Biſhops 

and Councils haye no Authority to bind 
P z | Property, 
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Property, and determine the Condition 
of Fftartes. Now the Allowance or Pro- 
Wibition 6f Uſary, is altogether a civil 

- Queſtion, coticerns 4 Branch of Mem 
and Tu4#7, and by Conſequence belongs 
Wholly to the Cogniſance and Regula- 


notre ae. 
= To . put the Caſe upon a Dilemma : 
Either the taking 1#tereſt is Malum per 
fr Evil in it ſe, or "tis not: IF the 
it the Canbos'mighe have been ſparcd, 
Veckitle "rwas a Sin before rheir Cenfure. 
But. if tis, nor Malitm per /e, as I have 
proved *tis not, then the Prohibitions 
'6r Coircils Cart hull the Permiſſions of 
ALTH/ 1X TO SELTETINNS [F433 SA | 
rhe'Cioz7.GoVernment, © 
."F willivgly $rant. you, there's a great 
Vefetence due to the Direction 'of Ec: 
clefiaſticks, and efpecially of General 
Councils. '' Bit” the greareſt Submiſſion 
ws '6ie theth, s," when they engage in 
Things purely Spiritual, and confine 
themſelves 'ro Matters of Faith. Bur if 
They firike ont ihto Property, 1 humbly 
conceive. We Are not oblig'd to reſign 
with the fame itplicit Belief: Their 
Commiſſion does not reach to derermin 
Civil Affairs: And "therefore , unlcÞ 
they are authoriz'd by the ChnF7;ration * 
to 'oyer-riite theſe Points, we may ha 


E 4 ” 
MX 


arm 


LD — 


ſtate our Practice accordingly. 


- - on 


the liberty to examin their Reaſons, and 
_ Theſe Remarks, with reſpe& tro the 
Conncils, may ferye to fatisfie what is 
urg'd from the Fathers, from a flanting 
ſtroak or two in the FZomzlzes, and from 
ſome Divines of our own Country'; of 
our own- Country, I fay, ſuch as Biſhop 


: Andrews, and others. * To theſe laſt Au- xpoſii- 
> thorities, I may likewiſe add, that when Rot yl | 


ſome of our Eminent Clerg y wrote againſt man4- 
BB 0/7, the Loan of Money was Fen per ns p. 
. MW Cen7. Had it funk to half the Propor- *'* 
« MW fion, and gone ar the JS: Rate, 'tis 
WW poſſible we had heard nothing from 
|S: -- o_ Ph x LT. 
n # HA/och. What you have obſery'd, 
-. W makes me wonder a little, why the A#z- 
a] W cen? Church ſhould tic _ the Clergy to 
n | Dbarder Meaſures than the Lazty. At 
in MW firſt fight, one would think, they ſhould 
ne I rather have enlarg'd their Liberty. For, 
if W are not Eccle/raſticks ſhur out from the 
ly Bar and the Exchange? They muſt not 
on Farm, nor uſe ſeveral Expedients of 
cir | Profit allow'd to their Congregazzons. 
in Why then were they not permitted to 
tc | Trade with a little Money ? *Tis a Me- 
1m | chod which requires little of Drudging ; 
aveÞ £s friendly to one's Time, and makes 
the Þ few Avyocations. I ſhould almoſt have 
| P.3  thoughr, 
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thought, that the Nature of their Buſs. 


neſs, the Force of their Calling, and the 
Life of their Con/ezence, ſhould ſer the 
Clergy upon Ground of Advantage, and 
Fortif chem better againſt Covetoulnels : 
And then *twould follow, that they 
might be better truſted with U/ary than 
the Lazty. Thus in the Cale betore us, 


Selden d& A Scribe, or a Wiſe Man among the 


Jure Na- Ferws, had a greater Liberty than the 
#i4r. (7 | 
Gent. p- 


158. 


 Imbargo, 


reſt. And thus St. Germain, in his Do- 


Hor and Student, tells us, That the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Goods of the Inteſtate, 
was committed to the Biſhop, and not 


the ſecular Courts, becauſe the Law fup- 
pos'd the Clergy better fenced againſt 


Temptation than the Lazry. 
Alph. I think you have almoſt defert- 


ed your Poſt : But in Anſwer to what 


you ſay, you may pleaſe to take notice, 
That in the Primitive Church, the Of- 
fice of the Clerg WAS MOrC underſtood, 
and their Intereſt "much greater in the 
Laity, than *tis generally at preſent: 
This, with ſome other Things already 
mentioned, makes a vaſt Difterence: 
Inſomuch, rhat were the Ancients now 
living, they would, in all likelihood, 
reverſe their Canons, and take off rhe 


'l 


Mifoch. 


of USURY. 


ity 


Mifoch. Pray, how went the Premil- 


ſion and the Rate of Ulury in the C:v:/ 
Law? J w_ 


Alph. As to the Allowance ; *Twas 


| forbidden by none of the Chriſtian Em- 
| perours excepting Ba/i/zus - And this 
Prohibition being found inconvenient to $4147. 2 
| the State, his Son Leo recall'd it. As Ur. cap. 
to the rate, from Auguſtus down to Ju- * 
| ſrnan, *rwas generally Twelve per Cent. 
| faſizmian reduc'd it ſomewhat lower ; 
| allowing Merchants and Tradeſmen to 
| take Eight, bur Perſons of higher Qua- 
lity were to be contented with Six and 
| Four. And therefore Grortzns is to be 
| underſtood of the Reign of 7u/{inian, 


| and downwards, where he tells us, the 


h. 


; V/e and V/ury. Thar 


| Empire allow'd Eight per Cent. 


Mifech. Ym glad you have mention'd 


———— 


I, 


| Grotzzis, he is a Friend of mine in the Gr. 4 
| Caſe. Faure Bell, 


e> Pacis. 


Alph. Nor at all, if you rake him 7, ,. 


* between Fen and V/ara, i.e. between 
U/ary, as the 
| | k 


F :4 Law 


h Annot, 


| rightly.: He is only againſt Rigours Cap. 12. 
| and Exceſles, againſt dealing hardly wit 
| the Poor, and over-rating the Advan- 

| tage of a Loan. And to fatisfie you 
| farther by Particulars; * Grot74s cites 

* the Czvil] Lawycr's Diſtinction with 
© Approbation ; the DiſtinCtion, I fay, 


- 
4.14: ERS 
" 
—— 
, 
k y ; 
* # y \ = 
WT. 11, f 
1 tz 
CE : 
bs. { 
We 4 
ot wor , 
5-8 
x 1 Ne þ 
Þ 4 : 
1 'j 
$4 _— 
1.448 8 
» 
. i” 
Yats . 
; ” 
7 
Z x 
#4 7. 
+. 8 
4 by 
\ o 
ab i 
BALE - | 
. il} 
1*L 3K 
Bk. eo 
A % 
þ ad p, 
Bats + 
4 i 
af *Ls 
+ bs ? 
k 1 ' 
- k- 
4 WT 
; : 4 bi 
wo 
"4 $4 
14% $ $Y 
7+ -F "7? 
54+ { 3. 4 
: 44 - 
} £4 * 
2 
4% 
2 Oy 
TH — it 
'F$ a -#) 
"z 114 Ih 
Ky j 
R 
FF 8 
a3 4367) 
Wt # wi 
+4 7 
|S y Fj 
"z 3 F 
"Ys 14-45 
A by b- 
"To w 
3% Pate, 
; ; 144 
. py 
7 $+3% 
4 To 
y* 4&441 4 4 
Wt? 
$10 yy 
Fi : n 
J & 
' +39 
ns + 
. 07! & þ 
. G [1 
"22 
| v3 VR 
17 -# 
bo b q 
? IT» 
| FJ 
3-28 
Is $33 ” 
F 
w*Þ + 
i 
s "Is 
i! I 
1% Wy 
{1 $80 
17 ' a 
4 8 40 
4? «#4 
lr Tad 44 
4:4 f 
o: $3 $*% 
4.1174 I 
WLEC EE - 
[3s 
To > 
7 1 I& 
199 an 
144 l F 
+14 T3250 
$3 
5 4: %:; 
v4 $41 
"S: 
7 4 
Hh 
} $'t 
101457 Fo 
4 tl 
$45 
64:7 un 
1} 280 
4 BY. 
: 1,90 
40-59 9 
' + $R&g 
} ;# 
«1 i 
1-5; 
4's 
$ £08 
s 1% 
3M 
-2N 
} at 
{1 »3 
: lh: 
4 & 1: 
4 #40 
4 # 
4 : 
4 3, 
i 
i : 
4 3.99 
i 
114438 
q i b 
4, $128 
bl t RN 
ag Tt 
7 4 a f 
"3 'H 
y 
4 
p 4 VF 
; 44 17 oo 
18 F tht 
þ y N 
P''y Ws 
2 x | ky 
SIM 
q El 
q | 
wb, i ' I 
111 £ UEIOR 
Far [3:3 
401% : 
1 i 
'F #1 
f * 442 
"G4 [7 ; 
we © : 
Py ——_ 
þ : 
{, of Ll 
1 42 _ 
A? oy 7 
iF { 
#*h { 
'*); f 
[ 
f Mt} 
13:20'M 
wake v1 
LE 
mY» 
kt 3, 
wiT.4 ſj 
844 1! 
144% 
4, ' 
wir f 
j 
iT i [i : 
, } | | 
37 1% 1-8 
Th ? 
6 J (4 


Sub. <2 oo ___ cettde 
LETS —- "I" — 
- v7 % b 
- w—_— — 
I IEEE — 
_ = 
a = —. OR c._ 
pos 


3+ Of VSURKY: 


- —R Law words it, has ſomething of a 
+. 9m © Mtfer int; but V/e. is no more than f 
D. d © a Conſideration for being out of one's \ 
 Uſuris, © Money : But becauſe Avarice had mil: 4 
. _ © manag(d in the Point, the Word 'U/ara a 
* likewiſe began to have an ill Name, f 
* and then the Term [Intereſt came in 
< its Place. - - 
This Learned Author oblerves, © That 
© ſeveral things, tho' they have the 
< Complection of Uſary, yet when 
* throughly examin'd, ,are Contracts of 
© another Nature. Thus he who takes 
© ſntereſt to repair the Damages he {u- 
« ſtains, by the Want of his Money, and 
_* for running the Hazard of the Securi- 
© ty; he that does this, is, properly 
* ſpeaking, no Ulurer. 
_ He adds farther; That Humane Cor- 
fiitutions which countenance Contradts 
for [ntereſ?, provided they keep within 
a moderate Proportion of Hazard and 
Gain, provided they don't over-value the 
Loan of Money, nor fet rhe Dice upon 
the Borrower; in this Caſe, he acquits 
them of all Injuſtice, and declares them 
nor at all repugnant to any Law, either 
Gros. of Natureor Revelation. Andyct when 
_ Bid. l.2. Grotius wrote this, the loweſt Rate for 


Co I 2. E9 


Anno. ntereſt was Eight per Cent. in Holland. 
| * Figy = Miſoch, 


wy 


Of USURY. 


* Mifech. The Dutch love Money, let's 


what do you ſay to the Council of La- 
teran, held Anno 1179? There Ulurers 


forfeited to the Bcc bequer. 


Canon of the Church ? Bur to engage 
you; I grant, thele Fathers were 4 
vere enough in their Decree, but ſome- 
what gentle -in the Execution ; For the 


| 

f Sentence was not to be let looſe till af- 
5 W tcr the Death of the Criminal. Beſides, 
- W you know, this Council is but of a 
1 WM Modern Authority. And Roman Ca- 
;- WM 70/:cks themſelves, take little notice 


y Wl of this Prohibition: For at Yenzce, and 
other Places in 1za/y, it has been the 
Cuſtom of the Government to lend to 
the poorer fort, upon a Pawn, at a mo- 
| derate Intereſt : The Deſign is to relieve 
| People at a pinch, and keep them our 
| of the Hands of Harpiess Now the 
Cenſure of the Council not coming till 


it; for they arc all immortal. The Ge- 
noeſe lent a vaſt Sum upon Intereſt to 
Philip IT. and tho' the Money is till 
| Unpaid, I don't find the Crown of Jpazr 


teran as a general Acquittance. But 
SE becaule 


take leave of them, if you pleaſe. But 


Alph. Do you retreat again under the 


are excommunicated, and their Principal 


Dur Freſ- 
ne Gloſjar. 


Bornitus. 
fois f 
Di; 18 S 


Polit. 


after Death, no Governments need fear 


| das ever pleaded the Council of Ze- 
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of USURY. 


beeaife Uſury has had hard Names is in 
France, there's nothing call'd ſo, unlets. 
it excceds the Rate of Tntereſt ſettled 


by the King. Nay, do but gild the Pill, 


Feret. 


and diſgniſe the Matter, and the Cano. 


iſts themſelves can digeſt it. For, as 


| fierce as they are againſt Uſury, do but 


transfer the Property of the Principal, 
and turn the Money into an Annuzty; 
do but this, I fay, and they'll allow you 
to make your Bargain upon the Foot of 
Intereſt. 

Mifich. You may think you have 
22in'd your Point, but .I have the $74- 
tute Book in reſerve againſt you. By 
5 © 6 Edw. 6. cap. 20. all manner of 
Uſury, Encreaſe, Intereſt, or whatever 
you will call it, 1s directly prohibirec, 
and the Pcnalties are very dilcourag- 
in 

Alph. Pray don't raiſe the Ghoſt of 
the Law upon me: This Sratnte is re- 
peal'd by 13 E/iz. cap. 8. And the 

37 H.8. cap. 9. is Revived, and ſtands 
in full Fo2ce, Strength "and Etiee. 
Now by this reviv'd Statute of Henry 
the Eighth, Ten per Cert. is exprefily 
allow'd. | 

Mifech. Now, I think, I have met Þ 
with you; For one Branch of this S74- Þ 
tute of Q. Elizabeth, Declares all Uli- Þ 
wh 


| ———_—_— 
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ry fozbiddven by the Law of God, and:3 8. 
that 'tts Sin and Octeſtable, And in 
Conſequence of this Declaration, 'tis En- 
ated, That all Contra#s and Aſſuran- 
ces fo2 above Ten in the Hundzed, 
ſhall be utterly voto; and that thoſe 
who contra fo2 Ten in the Pund2ed, 

WW 02 lefs, ſhall be only [table to fozfett 

; W what hall be reſerved by way of Uſury 

| Wl above the P2incipal, Here you ice the 

f W Contract of thoſe that rake above Ten 
| per Cent. is made void: And beſides 

* WM chat, they lic under the Penalties of 37 

- MW H.8. c.9. And as for thole who lend 

' Wa Ten, or under, their Puniſhment is 

'f WW only to loſe their [nrereſt. Thus I have 

'r WW ſhewna you the Senſe of the Legz/la- 

|, W tvre, and that the Srarure of HT. 8. is 

7- WW not reviv'd in every Branch, as you ima- 37 #.8. 
| gined. bes 

Alph. And yet this A# ſays, it ſhall 

| ſtand fn full Foxce: Now, one would 

| have thought, full Fo2ce ſhould imply 

all the Force of that Sra7ure before the 

| Repeal. I obſerve farther, Thar this 

| AfZ has a Proviſo for Orphans, they x; 31. s. 

ſtand excmpred from the Penalties you 

[mention'd. Is the Condition of Orphans 

then a Diſpenſation with the Law of 

God? And are they to be ſupported by 

| Means which arc Sinful and Deteſtable ? 

Pray, 
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OT OSTAK 


Pray, don't let's conſtrye. the guondam 


Government to this Meaning. You are 
{enſible the Practice went otherwile : Yes, 
and the aw roo, if you'll allow a Par. 
liqueent in the next Reign, to underſtand 
it. For the Statute of K. Zames I. which 
reduces Intereſt to Eight per Cent. men- 
tions in tbe Preamble, That the Loan of 
Money continued at the Rate of Ten 
{11 the DUnD2eD ; and then fſers forth the 
Inconvcnicncics of ſo high a Proportion 
And, can any thing be more plain, than 


- that Tex per Cent. was at that time no 


more than Jegal Intereſt ? Indeed, how 
could the Eight per Cenr. of this At be 


 reckon'd a Remedy, unleſs the Grievance 


21 Jac. 1. 
6 1.7, 


F. Paul's 


Hiſt, 


 nicans denied this Priyilege to the Ne 


Tan higher before? 
 #4iſ6ch. Pray, take the Proviſo of 
this 97arute along with you : *Tis herc 


þ20vidcd, That no Wlows in this Law I 


L£oirtained ſhall be confkrued o2 erpoitimn 
ed, to allow the P2aitice of Utury, ti! 
Point ofReligion 02 Conſcience. Wha: 
think you of this? Ds 
Alph. 1 think there may be ſomething 
of the Finenels of the Council of Trent 
in't; When the Article of Original Si 
was debated by thoſe Fathers, the Quc- 
ſtion of the /mmaculate Conception came 
of Courſe upon the Bogrd. The Dom: 


_— 6 . 
' bog 0 TR HSI ___ # Wn, <a 
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ſed Virgin, and the Franciſcans were 
for the Aﬀirmative. To give both thele 
Parties Satisfation, the Council found 
out 4 Temper; and drew up the Decree 
in a ſort of Neutral, and undetermined 
Expreſſion ; ſo that the Matter hung in 
ſulpenſe. Thus, when this Bz#Y was. 
paſſivg, I conceive there were lome few 
Members in the Honſe of Lords, who 
WM believed Ulury unlawful. Theſe few, 'ris 
Nl. likely, being Perſons of great Character 
i Wh and Intereſt, the Provito was thrown in 
ro content rhem. 'Now, if you mind it, 
the Language of this Provi/9 is much 
more ſoft, ambiguous, and uncenſuring, 
than the Statute of Q. Elizabeth. It x; wm. 8, 
does not pronounce all *Ofzry forbidden 

by the Law of God, nor call it dete/7a- 

ble ; it only declares, That no Tos 

in this Law, fhall be expounded to al- 

lov the J2atice of Uſury, in Point of 
Religion o2 Conſcience, No bras 

ſhall be expounded to allow it'; no, nor 

| to difaltow it ncirher, by this Clauſe: I 
fay, nor diſallow it neither : For there's 

a Medium of Neutrality between allow- 

ing and difallowing; and thar is, leaving 

the Point undecided : If this won't 1a- 

tisfy, T muſt obſerve farther, thar either 

the Uſury in the Provz/o, mult be meanc 

of extortionary 1n7ereſ?, or elfe the Cen- 
E” lure 


S242 + 
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reigning, or any of his Parliaments. To 


Cap. 13. 


add, That 12 Cay. 2. which is the laft 


ſure in the Provz/o. will be altogether 
ſtrange and unintelligible. For if the 
Legiſlators beliey'd all Loans upon 7y. 
zcreſt, a Treipaſs upon Conſrience, and 
a Violation of Religion, why 1hould 
they make a Law to ſtate the Meaſure, 
and encourage the Practice £ Would they 
venture to repeal the Canon, and cnatt a 
Contradiction to the Bzb/e £ This is too 
black an Impurtation for the Prince then 


reconcile them therefore to themlelyes, 
we are to ſuppolc, that by *U/ary they 
only meant the taking a higher Intereſt 
than the Law allow'd. To this I may 


Statute about U/iry,. reduces Interef 
to Six per Cent. without the leaſt Sug- 
geſtions of Dilcouragement. Here arc 
no Hints of Scruple,.or glancing remotely | 
upon the Practice. Now the laſt A of 
the Government is like a Man's laſt il, 
it ſtands againſt all the reſt ; againſt all 
rhe reſt, 1 ſay, upon the Suppoſal of any 
Claihing berween them. OG: 
Tifoch. If 1 ſhould happen to change 
my Opinion, how would you adviſe me 
to, manage ? CE Co es 
4A1ph. To be fayourable to the Poor, 
not to preſs upon the Neceſfity of any 
Perion, nor eyer to exceed the HArRg 
an 


. 


a 
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and-if our Buſineſs is putting out Mo- 
pey, we mult be contented with the Al- 
lowance of Law. To go farther, is 
downright Injuſtice. EE 
 Muifach. What does the Law allow 
ſuch a Man for his Trouble ? p 
Alph. The Statute enacts, That all :> car. 2. 
Scciveners, Soltcitozs, and Divers 3 
-of Bargains 92 Contrat#s, fo2 any 
MVoney {ent, who ſhall diretfy 02 tndt- 
reitly receive above Five Shtiltigs fo? 
« W the pzocuring oz fozbearing an Pundzed 
MW Ponds fo2 a Pear, and fo p2opo2tton- 
ably, with reſpet to other Sums any 
Time ; o2 ſhall take above Tweſve- 
pence fo2 making o2 renewing of the 
Bond 02 Bill fo2 Loan, o2 fo? fozbear- 
ing thereof, 02 fo2 any Colttiter-Bond 
02 Bill concerning the ſame, ſhall fo2- 
feit fo, every ſuch Offence Twenty 
Pottnds, and have Jmpaſonment fo? 
half a Pear, And one Mojzy of this 
Forfeiture is to be for the King, and the 
other for the Proſecutor. The ſame Pe- 
nalty is enacted by 21 Fac. 1. cap. 17. 
Notwithſtanding this plain Proviſi- 
on, 'tis often diſregarded. W hat Artifice 
iS uſed to oppreſs our Neighbour, and 
Poor ſl gtind the Face of the PÞoo2! The Bond 
f any or Mortgage is queſtion'd, and the Mo- 
tute ney muſt be calld in: Now all this is 
and - nothing 


the: ——_—_ ———e— hCmous FISTS 
ki | | ; 
w k : » 


0 a. CE —— 


nothing but Feint and Grimace: A 
g00d Fee for Continuation, ſhall diſpel 
the Procarer's Scruples, and make the 
Security as firm as the Bank of Amſter- 
dam. Thus Intereſt is unreaſonably 
ſcrew'd up, the Law ſcandalouſly bro- 
ken, and the Needy opprels'd: and un- 
done. Bur my Journey calls me away, 
and I muſt enlarge no farther. 
Mzifech. I ſhall confider your Dil- 
courle. FE EEE 


Tour Servant. 
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tn a D IALOG U E between 


Eoin and Philarcheus. 


| Euſeb. EEilardb bus, Tm olad to 


ſee you : I come for the 


| little time > with you. But my Viſit, Ym 


| fore I thall take my” "leave, aid wait on 
| you when you are more at leiftire. 


| ſtay ; Toralways at (cifure for your Com-' 
| Pany.. 

Euſeb. Sir, I thank you : And i nice 
| you uſe to be 1ſo kind, as not to make 
| your Studies atiy Secret to me, pray 
| What were you upon ? 


(dy is my Inclination : Indeed, conſider- 
 ivg the Dignity of the Sabje&t, and the 
A0--- Latereſt 


Satisfaction of ſpending a 


afraid, is unſeaſonable : You are engag'd 
with your Books, I perceive ; and there- . 


Philarch. Euſebins, 1 beg you t6 


| Philarch. 1 was reading a little Ze- 
| cleft iaſtical Hiſtory; you know, that Stu-. 
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Tutereſt we have all in it, I think a Chri. 


WP the unpromiſing Beginnings of our 
what a ſtrange Diſproportion there was 


_ vate Men ſhould make an Expedition a- 


| be as likely to ſucceed as the Apoliles 
were in their Enterprize, when our 94: 
w1iour left them. OR 
Euſeb. You mean before the Day if 
Pentecoſt, before the Deſcent of the Hs 


ance: But when they were thus qualifi- 


ſtian can hardly employ his Thought, 
upon a better Argument. And here, a. 
mongſt other things, I was refleCing 


Rel 


ion: with what a ſlender Force 
the 


rſt Undertakers ſet forward ; and, 


between the Cauſe and the Effet. In 
earneſt, humanly ſpeaking, if twelve pri- 


gainſt the grand Seignior, they would 


ty Ghoſt, before the Comforter had for- 
tified their Spirits, /zd them anto al 
Truth, and furniſh'd ſupernatural Aſliſt 


ed, and re-inforc'd from Heaven, I hope 
you think: the ſeeming Impoſlibility va- 
niſh'd, and that the Proſpe& was much 
ard. | 

Philarch. Without doubt. 

Euſeb. Well! fince you have brought 
this Diſcourſe upon the Board, methinks 
the Honour of the Apoſtolical Office has 
a {urprizing Luſtre; the Repreſentation, 
the Nature of the Employment, the 5- 

Sy Ml Vidence 
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vidence of the Credentials, the Hazards 
of the Execution, &c. are all Circum- 
ſtances of Greatneſs and Diſtintion. 

Philarch. Tm of your mind : But, 
you knoiy, they had not all the Adyan- 
rages of great Men ; their Education 
was low, and their Condition extremely 
private and unornamented. 8—o 


” . "x - 


Eufeb. Their Commiſſion was the bet- 
ter atteſted upon that Score, as we ſhall. 
ke hereafter. However, their Condition 
at firſt was not every way ſo mean as 
you ſeem to- ſuppoſe ir. oP 
Philarch. How ſo? eo 
Euſeb. You know, the Apoſtles were 
of Will Jews. Now, if length of Deſcent 
0- W:nd Genealogy are Marks of Condition, 
- Withe Zews were the beſt Gentlemen in the 
1 W'Vorld. They kept Regiſters of their Fa- 
t- Wnilies, could run their Pedigree to the 
fi- WHead of their Tribe, from thence ro 4- 
pe {Wrabarm and Noah, and 1o on through 
'4- Withe Antediluvians up to Adam. Thus 
ch Mevery Man could prove himſelf extract. 
ed from Perſons of Figure, and had Pa- 5-4. 7. 
triarchs and Princes in his Anceſtors : dingy 
ht WThe firſt part of theſe Records were #+-. >. 
165 Moreſery'd in the Old Teſtament, and the I: 
nas WRemainder was carried on by the Care Joſeph.” 
00, Wand Cuſtom of that Nation. Thus, as 
E- Ws foreign Ambaſſador reported, That the 
$2 05 Roman 
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Gen, 49. 


 RbMen Senate Jook*d like at Pan of 


Widvr}, lo we may fay of the Few, 
Thar they were a whole Commonwealth 


'of Nobility. 


Philarch. So it ſeems: But,,' to Wn 


'on with your Obſervation, had the es 
any peculiar Reaſons to be thus careful 
nin preterving The Records of Their Fi 
.mities © EET! 


Enſeb. Yes: By the Proniifes' wade 


'to Abraham, and the Prophecy of J- 
cob, they knew rhe Mefſzah was to de- 
ſcend from their Nation : "This Promiſe 


being at firſt made ar large to the Jews, 


every Family had ſome Profpet of th 

_ -Blefiings, 
tereſted in it. 

| them guard the Evidences of their Del- 


and conceiv'd themſelves in- 
This Expectation made 


cent. For unleſs they could prove them- 


Aelves extracted. from Abraham , they 
. had no pretcnce to: the Honour of hay-| 
ing the He/tah born in their Family. 


Beſides; Their Right ro the diſtin 
guiſhing Privileges of the Moſazck Ct 
venant, depended on their Genealogy: 
For to make out their Title, rhey mull 
either prove themſelves Zews by Birth 


or Proſelytiſm, which would oblige them 
= run up the Regiſter ro a full Dilcove 


Now the Pro/elytes, rho' they hat 


the Liberty of che Share bi the ry 
i0 


nt 


me. 
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tans, who'had more Favour than other 
Forcigfiers were not admitted into the 


- 


tion of the Government,' and the Bene-. 
fir of 'the* Zew!ſh Religion, yet they. 
were not allow'd to poſſeſs any Eſtates. 
in Land. ' For the Edomites and Eg yp-. 


Congregation of the Lord till the Third Peut-+3. 


Generation : But before this Period could 
happen, the: whole Country was divided 
by Foſþna, and by. the Conftitarion in- 
ail'd upon the Original'[/7a2/ztes. 

'We'may obſerve farther, That as God 


had determined, the Mefzab thould be. 
born of the Tribe of Judah; 1o it was . 


neceſſary that rhe ſeveral Genealogies of 


that Tribe ſhould | be - very publickly 


known. That this might be more effc- 


Qually ſecured, rhe Care of Genealogies-; 
was made the Inclination of that People, 
and the C:v2] Tntercit particularly incor- 
| porated with it. Sd br T_ ) 
And that they had Family-Records of 
ficient Antiquity, appears from the. 


Hiſtory of the Scriptures. 


Thus, when Achan was tried about 


the accurſed Thing, the guilty Tribe was 9,6. +. 


moroughly: - diſtinguith'd into Families, | 
Houſholds, and- Perſons, and all the ſe- . 
reral Subdiviſions oblig'd to appear before |. 
foſhua. ' Neither. was this Diſtintion 

fmbarraſs'd by length of Time, as we . 


may | 
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_ 1541.10. may learn from the:Book of Samuel: 
For when all the People met abour the 
EleCtion of a King, when they enquird [ 
of God about the Choice of the Perſon, f 
the Tribe of Benjamin was taken: And [ 
| here the branching of that Tribe into C 
their reſpective Heaſes, is as clear as ) 
in the former Inſtance. n 
Farther; *Tis ſaid in Denteronomy, / 
Deut. 23. That @ Baſtard ſhall not enter into n 

the Congregation of the Lord to his 
Tenth Generation. How could this Di- t 
ſtance of Deſcent be known without a S 
fort of Heralds Office, or exact Regiſter, p 
which by the Conſtitution of that Nation tl 
was requir'd to be kept? fe 
To proceed : "The Pedigrees of the Fa- WW |: 
milies of this Nation, are carried down cc 
to the Capriveity, and ſome of them far- WW w 
ther, as we may fſce from the Firſt of IM th 
From cþ. CÞronicles, where 'tis ſaid, (Chap. 9.) WM tl 
x. to Ch. That all Iſrael and Fudah were reckou'd Ml th 
i0. by GCenealogres, and written in the Books lt to 
of the Kings of Iſrael and Judah. re: 
 Bhilarch. You know, the Captivity MW 7: 
made a terrible Reyolution in the Fortune I un 
of the Fews : And whenTowns are fack'd, WM Ti 
and Kingdoms conquer'd, Records are of- i th: 
tentimes ſunk in the common Calamity. I ca! 
Enfeb. You fay well. But that this 
was not the Caſe of the Jews, we oa bet 

Te ” _ colle 


| Carefully preſferv'd. 
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colle& from the Account -we have of 

their Return from Babylon ; where, a- ,,,,. 
mong other things, we may take notice, Neher:. 7: 
63, 64. 


Thar che Children of Habazah, fc. were 
put from the Prieſthood, becauſe they 
could not prove their Deſcent from Aaron. 
Neither need we wonder at this Exac- 


neſs; for now the Coming of the Me/- 
ſab drew nearer, and the Promites were 


more expreſs. 5 ne 1G3: 9s 

Befides; Tho' they loſt their Coun- 
try by Nehuchadnezzar, they knew the 
Storm would blow over; they had Pro- 


phets to ſupport their Spirits, and aſſure 


them of a Return. Now, without pre- 
ferving their Pedigrees, Property would 
have been ſtrangely perplex'd ar their 


coming home : For after the Country 
was canton'd and apportion'd amongſt. 


them by Joſhua, 'twas irrevocably fet- 
tled upon the reſpective Families. For 


| tho” a Man might convey away his Land 


tor a {mall Term of Years, yet it was to 


reyert to him or his Heirs at the Year of 


Jubilee, tho' the Purchaſe-Money was 


unpaid. Thus their Pedigrees being a 


Title, and in fome Meaſure a Terrzer to 
their Eſtates, 'tis no wonder to find them 

Eſtates being thus govern'd, made Ne- 
bemiah much troubled to fee the Lands 
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" Nihews- 5. of the Jews lnares. ad the; Laws of 
Inheritance over-born. _ | p 
+. --Philarch. Truly, 1 think, you have ( 
made it pretty. . plain, that the Cap- } 
tivity of Babylon did not make any n 
Break in the Ceneatogios; ae of 1 
the 7ews. nr 
_ Euſeb. Not ar all, in the two. Tribes b 
of Judah and Benjamin, and the Aars: a 


*:Chro.g. tical Line of Levi * : In this. Conditi- T 
Ne. 7- on they ſtood, till the' Gencealogies of il 
| Ezra, &C. 


the great Mcn were firſt diſtnrb'd by p 
Herod, till Jeruſalem was burnt by 7:- MW b 
Zus, till the Zews were miſerably haraſs'd w 
by. Aarian all the Empire over, And to 
tho” at this time of Day, a thouſand V cars de 
gocs 2 great way in a Prince's Family, WM bi 
and often drives him to the Obſcuriry of Wl /, 
a Peaſant ; a private 7ew could ſtrerch WF cc 
this Period four or five times over, and Ei 
bring the Top of his ans to Pars il vv 
diſe and Heaven, 

Thus, fer the purpoſe ; » Str. Paul in- 

Wh. 3! $+ forms us of his being a Hebrew of the Va 
Hebrews; that is, his Anceſtors were Iſl G 
originally Jews, not Proſelytes : He was, IiſÞ co 
as he explains himſelf, of the Stock of WW 0d 
1/raelt, of the Tribe of Benjamin. Now I {er 
which way could this be known, but by I th: 
(RIIgy ng PR. of Record? | | ri 


To 


of = JE . = ZI ned ry 


'To give another Inſtance: 'St. Jn: 
the uſt, Son to CGleophas, and Couſin 
German to. our Saviour, is ſtyled- an X- 5.3. 9. 
poſtle by St. Paul: "Tis true, he was | 
none of the Twelve; and therefore St. 
Hierom calls him the Thirteenth in that 
Qualiry. However, he was prefer'd to 
be the chief of the Apo/tolical College, Enſcb. 
and choſen by Peter, James and John, ' Vo 
ro the Char of Jernſaler : Now this: 7 
illuſtrious Biſhop being rhe $5n-of Cleo- 
phas, Joſepb's Brother, his Pedigree muſt 
be. the lame with that of our Saviour, 
which, by the Evangeliſt, is, carried on 
to the Firſt of Gerefgs. This 15 a flen- acres. r. 
der Addition in the Character bifore us ; 
but I mention it only, to thew the Apo- 
files, even at firſt, had jomething to re- 
commend them in the modern Notion of 
Eſtcem. And now, if you. pleaſe, - we 
will proceed to ſomething elſe. _ 
 Philarch. Pray, take your Method: 
Enſeb. I ſay then, One Branch of Ad- 
| vantage in che Apololical Office, is the 
| Greatneſs of the Repreſentation : Which 
| conſiſts, Fz7//, In the Perfon repreſent-. 
0d; Secondly, In the manner -of repre- 
ſeating, as to the Firſt; You know, 
the Credit ofa Repreſenting Character 
| riſes in proportion to the Quality of him 
that gives it. The Agent is confider'd 
To for 
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for the Dignity of his Maſter. This 
Rule ſtates the Honour of Commiſſions, 
and governs the Preference of Ambaſſa- 
dors. Toapply this; The Apoſtles were 
ſent by no leſs a Perſon than our Saviour 
himſelf, by the Deity incarnate, by him 
Who has a// Power in Heaven and Earth, 
ir King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
But this is not all ; the manner of Repre- 
ſenting 1s another Circumſtance of Ad- 
| vantage : They had not their Authority 
from any ſubordinate Power, from an 
ſuperiour Miniſter, like Under- Officers 
in the State. No: They acted by im- 
mediate Commillion, fer out from the 
_ Seat of Majeſty, and had their Inftructi- 


 $t. $ob» ons from the Prince himfclf: As my Fa- 


2% , ther ſent me, 6 ſend I you: Go ye 
St. Matth, | , ; 

0. - therefore and teach" all Nations. So 
thar whether we conſider the Maſter, 


_ the Manner, or the Extcnt of the Com- 


miſſion, they are all Marks of peculiar. 


Adyantage: What Train, what Equi- 

page, what Mortal Embaſly can pretend 

ro the Luſtre of this? POE, 

Philarch. Y ou have juſt rouch'd ſome- 

_ thing about their Employment. Will you 
pleale to go on with it. 

_ _Eufſeb. Yes: And 

you'll find their Character w ill riſe ex- 

_ tremely; 'tis the Bulk and as” 


o 


from this Topick 


L —— 
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honourable. And can any thing com- 


Were they. not to form and inſtruct the 
Church, and to govern the moſt Noble 
Soczety upon Earth ? Were they not to 


publiſh the Myſteries of Redemption, 


; the Offers of rhe New Covenant, and 


: the Glories of the other World ? Did 


they not refreſh the Laws of Nature, re- 


Life: and Immortality to Light ? Were 
they not to ſettle Peace and Picty, to 


and to baniſh Senſuality and Pride ? In 
ſhort, Were they not to reſcuc:the World 
| from Vice and Ignorance, to bring them 
from Seruvitude to Freedom, from Dar k- 
neſs to Light, from Satan to God? And 
can there be any thing more illuſtrious, 
that to make Laws for Eternity, ro be 
Vice-Roys of Heaven, the Univerſal 

Dleflings of Mankind, and the prime In- 
| ſtraments of immortal Happineſs ? Far- 


Underſtanding, to {weeten the Temper, 
and raiſe the -Afﬀections to a nobler pitch ; 
ick I to make the Covetous Open-handed, and 
cx- I the Ambitious contented with their Lotr ; 
le- I fo diſarm Paſſion and Revenge, and lup- 

FEY | - prels 


neſs of Buſineſs, and the Uſe it has 1n 
the World, which makes an Employment 


pare. with the Apoſtles in this Particular ? 


form the Standard of Worſhip, and br mg 


bring Juſtice into Practice and Credir, 


ther; Their Buſineſs was to inform the 
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_ preſs thoſe mutinous Qualities which ruf. 
fle. and diſturb $oczery; that Men might 
2.2. beat their Swords mto Plow-ſhares, and 
/ their Spears into Pruning hooks, that 
= Nation might not riſe againſt Nation, 
nor be tempted to learn War any more: 
Thcir: In{truftions were. to combat the d 
Prejudices:of Education, . the Impoſtures ) 
of Doctrine, and the Barbaritics of. Cu- 
 fſtom: They had nothing of Ho/ofernes's 
Juzi'9 2: Commiſſion, to afflitt the whole Earth; 
to carry Conquetlt in one Hand, and De- | 
ſolation .in rather. . 'To turn Cities into ; 
f 
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Rabbiſh, tro ſtain the Rivers with Blood, 
and {trew the Fields with the Carcaſes of 
the $laini'' The Heathen Expeditions ; 
had quite another View.” Their Gene- \ 
Tals: had Terror and'Deſtruction -in thcir 4 


Banners: Their Motto, like that ' of r 
* Athyl. Capanens *, was meow mow. \ They: li 


«109 4 were like' the Peſtzlence that walks! in 

Darkneſs, a Thouſand fell beſide them, t 
”.91. and Ten Thouſand at their Right Hand. fi 
Their Triumphs were Servitude and Ru- W 
in; and their Lawrels 'grew out of the MW £ 
Viſeries of Mankind. But the Apoſiles q 
had no ſuch Deſign: Their Progrels F/ 
was great, /'tis true; They conquer'd at WW yz 
».'4. 4. 2 Mighty Rate, but then... their Yz&ory WW /; 

bad Healing in her Wings: They made iſ 
10 Orphansnor Widaws; Peace and Plen- 
ks ry 
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ky were undiſturb'd, and Improvemenc 
kept pace with rhem. The World was 


much rhe better for their Suceels: It. 


grew much more” inoffenſive -ahd * ſer-. 


viceable, more acceptable and” engag- 
ing than 'rwas before. And -this' may 
 ferye"'to ſhew the Advatitage © of their 
Character, from the Nature of their Em- 

Philarch. I confels, their Deſign was 
' noble and bencficial in rhe higheſt De- 
gree: For, what cani be' greater rhan to 
retrieve the Dignity of Human Nature, 


to bring the World to a Paradiſiacal 


State, and oblige People, in their beſt 
capacities of Happineſs? I remember, 
you mention'd ſomething about rhe .Fvi- 
dence of their Credentzals ; if you mean 
their Mzracles, 1 defire you would plcaſe 
to ſpeak to thar Circumſtance. == 
__ ZEuſeb. That was my Meaning, and 


therefore I ſhall proceed upon what you 


luggeſt. And hete the firſt Miracles we 
meet with, were wrought upon them. 
{elves, ro demonſtrate their M/ror, and 


qualifie them for their Funftion. JYher 


the Day of Pentecoſt was fully come, 
and they were all aſſembled, there came 
| ſuddenly a Sound from Heaven, as of a 
mighty ruſhing Wind, and fill'd all the 
Houſe, &c. | Ta 

| Philarch: 
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Narrative are all extraordinary : The 
Wind was ſudden, without any Signs 
_ to expect it; 'twas Contrary to the Sum- 
mer-Seaſon of Pentecoſt; *twas confin'd 
to the Apoſtles Room, as appears pretty 


plainly from the Tex? : And in fine, like | 


x Kiogs the Storm at Elijah's Cave, it had all 
od imaginable Marks of a ſupernatural Pre- 
Ser it = | 

 Euſeb. Then we are told, That Fire 
in the Figure of Toxgnes, ſat upon the 
Heads of each of them : This was an Em- 
blem of the Gift of Languages, and the 
_ Miracle was as bright as the Flame. It 
made a great Noiſe in Feru/alem, and 
abundance of People came to ſee the A- 
pos and examine the Truth. And 
here theſe Men of Galilee, who had nci- 
ther travell'd out of Fewry, nor been 
bred to Letters, were qualified to con- 
: verſe with all Foreigners, and ſpoke as 
4:2. 9» many Languages on the fudden, as would 
"0, *'* take up the Study of a whole Life. This 
was a glorious Atteſtation : This muſt 
needs make their Commiſſion undiſputed, 
and their Character indelible. Should a 
Prince be proclaim'd from the Skie, a- 
nointed out of the Ampons, and crown'd 
by an Angel, his Authority could not-be 

more viſible. RT Tt x do 
Philarch, 


Philarch. The Circumſtances of this 


I_ ttt. 
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 _Philarch. You know, St. Paul was 
none of the Apoſtles at this Delcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt. £0 
. Euſeb. That's true ; but then he had 
an equivalent Evidence for his M:/por. 
When he travelled from 7era/alem to 
Damaſcus, a Scene was open'd from 
Heayen, and our Saviour himlelf con- 
vers'd, with him: The Company were 
all aſtoniih'd, and St. Pax! {track Blind 4; g. 
with the Luſtre of the Viſion: And be- 
/ ing afterwards cured by Miracle; he had 
no Aſſiſtance from the reſt of the Apo- 32. p. 
ſtles; his Inſtructions came all. from his 28. 
Maſter's Hand, and were given by im- 
mediate Revelation. And as they were 
commiſſion'd by Miracles, they were G1. 2. 
likewiſe enabled ro work them. They 
reſtor'd the Lame to their Limbs, the 4#: 3. 
Blind to their Senſes, with a Word ſpeak- .#; 9. 
ing: They had Life and Death in their 
| Power; their Preſence was ſometimes 4+ 5: 
| Mortal ; and ſometimes a Retrieve from A4#s 9. 
| the Graye. They expell'd Devils and 44; 9. 
| Diſeaſes, wirhout ſo much as ſeeing the 
Patient ; and their Shadow was look'd on 4 5: 
as a Cure. > DFEFery: 
.Phularch. What you obſerve, puts me 
n in mind of the Cripple, A&s 3. This ,,, 
be I Man had been lame from his Birth, was 
Gitabled to the laſt Degree, and more than 
<>. Fe Forty 
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"The ſpeed of the Performance, the in- 


Cx I a 


of the Epirits,/: all for : eq in the. rurn -6f 
a Hand, 'is an amazing Conſideration! 


ſtantancous Bleſſing, is lurprizing. to h 
Thought! What a magnificent thing is MW 1 
a Miracle! To give Limbs in this man- WW /; 
' ner on the ſudden, is next to the Great- Ml 4; 
neſs of Creation! Had this Poor Man WM þ 
been curable by Surgery or Phyfick, bow WM 
long would he have been in coming thus IM .j1 
forward ? How heavy is mere Nature in pr 
her Progreſs; How feeble are rhe Force WM þ;, 


of Drugs, and the Preſcriptions of Art! WW ft, 

Euſeb. Your Diſcourte gives me a far- WM er; 
ther Thought upon our Saviour's Miracle, nip 
in raiſing the Widow's Son ro Lite: He MW :»/, 


: ſtopp'd the Hearſe as the Corps was 20- W nat 


ing to be buried; and did no more than upo 
pronounce this ſhort Expreſſion, 1 /a MW: 
anto thee, Ti oung Man, ariſe: At theic Wthe 
few Words, the Dead fare up, and the Wa;, 
Miracle was finiſh'd. And does it not Lig 
almoſt oyer-ſert the Mind with Admir- Weg 
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tion, ro conſider the mighty Alteration ? 
that ſo wonderful an Effet ſhould be 
brought\about by Means, and Time fo 
very unpromiſing ? that a ſingle Momenr, 
a Word ſpeaking, ſhould be powerful e- 
nough ro ferch a Creature from Priva- 
tro to Habit, from fuch Diſtance and 
$ Oppoſition of Condition ? to fet the 
f ſtagoant Humours afloat, to throw fo 
| WH fadden a Motion into the Blood; and 
1- make the Pulte bear after fo great an In- 
[0 rermifſion ; to retrieve the Functions of 
's Wl Life, and revive the confcioninels of Sex- 
ſation, when they had all been ſmother'd 
and extin& for ſo long a time; to re- 
build ſo curious a Strufture, when *twas 
tumbled into Ruin and Rubbiſh: To do 
all rhis 2» the twinkling of an Eye, by 
pronouncing a few Syllables, and by the 
bare Force of //:/1 and Command, is an 
altoniſhing Operation. This is plain ex- 
crting the Deity, an open Stroke of Om. 
niporence, and a Flaſh of that L:ght 70 r Tim. . 
which #o Man can approach. This *: 
makes me recolle&t Loxg:2u5's Remark 
upon Moſes ; Longinns, I ſay, a great mu 54: 
Maſter of Style and Thinking, he admires 
the Sublime in this Expreſſion, And Gold 7, ; 
ſaid, let there be Light, and there was 
Light : He tells us, 1fo/es was undoubt- 
ey no ordinary Perſon; thar rho' the 
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| Words were plain, the 'Senſe was ex- / 
tremely Noble, and deſcrib'd the Majeſty ir 

of God with wonderful Clearnels. ir 

| Methinks the Miracle above-mention- Al 

_ ed of our Saviour, and that of St. Petey P. 

A#;9. on Tabitha, has a great reſemblance to St 


rhe Force of that £&:at; Les there be fic 
Light, and there was Light. *Tis true, th 
there was Matter pre-cxiſtent in the I pi 
firſt Cale; bur. to. drive out ſo ſtrong an IM as 
Effect at an Inſtanr, without any compals MW m 
or proportion of Time, is almoſt as a- It 
maZzing as the other. Well! Tho' the M 
Powers of Nature are admirable, yet, as 
you oblerve, ſhe is very ſlow in her 
March, and weak in her Motion, com- 
_ par'd with him that made her. The Vi- 
gour of Second Cauſes is bur Impotence 
to the F7r/?, The Succours of common 
Providence, are nothing to, the Force 
which God has relery'd in his own Hand, 
 Phularch. That's certain : And there- WlIpa 
fore Miracles are powerful Means of Con- Wor 
viction. To make the Deaf hear, the Wean' 
Dumb fpcak, the Dead revive, without Wa P. 
Art or Application, are evident Proofs Wpari 
of Divinity : Such Topicks, one would {Max 
think, might extort Belief, When the Wot F 
Apoſiles came thus im the Demonſtra- Wwha 
tion of the Spirit, and of Power, they Wand: 
had little nced of the enticing W ves of Win 
an's 


ad 


- 
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Man's Wiſdom. Miracles are the molt 
irreſiſtible Rhetorick : This, one would 
imagine, muſt oyer-bear all Oppoſition ; 
and that no Ignorance, no Prejudice or 
Paſſions, could ſtand againſt them. When 
St. Pant was thus ſupplied, what Occa- 


fion had he for the Flouriſh and Tinſel of 


' the Heathen Orators ? "Tho', in my O- 


pinion, his Speech to King grippa, has 47: 26. 


as$ much Force and Addreſs, and much 
more Greatneſs of Mind, than any thing 
- Wl have mer with in Demoſthenes or Tully. 
c WW £v/e6. Your mentioning King Agrip- 


5 WM /-, purs me in mind of the Splendor of 4#; 25. 


dom with which St. Pars delivered him- 
CCC... | 


Education, he had his Cauſe and his Ma- 
ſter to alliſt him. £x/e4225, tho”, I hope, 
Ipay as great a Submitſion to the Character 
of a Crown'd Head as another, yet I 
(can't help ſaying, That in my Opinion, 
a Prince made but a lean Figure in Com- 


Magnificence of Palaces, the Richnets 
of Furniture, the Quality of Attendance 
what's all this to the Pomp of Miracles, 
hey Wand the Grandeur of ſupernatural Power ? 
's of Wines of Gold, and Rocks of Diamonds, 
aus K2. arT 


pariſon with an Apoſtle. Whar is the. 


the Appearance, and of the noble Free- 23: 


Philarch. 1 don't wonder at all at 
that : For beſides the Advantage of his 
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are but the Glimmerings of a Glow-worm 
to ſuch Luſtre as this. To re inforce, 
or ſtop the Vigour of Second Caules, to 
chathge the Courle of Nature, and make 


| Death and Dilcale give way, 4s a much 
' more ſhining Appearance than to be fur. 


rounded wirh Guards and Armies, and 


march in all the Glirrer of Human Gio- 


24 What a little thing is the raifing a 
oble Structure, the Temple of Herod, 
the Louvre or the Eſtnrial, to rhe rai- 


ſivrg a Man'from the Dead ? A Prince 


can raiſe a Subjet from Poverty to 
Wealth; he can give a Cripple 97/ver 


and Gold enough, but he can't give him 
Limbs or Senles; he can't pronounce 
thar powerful Sentence, Riſe up and 


walk, A Prince can beſtow Marks of 


AﬀtsB. 17. 


DiſtinEtion, and Poſts of Honour and 
Authority , but he can't give the 0- 
ly Gboſt, he can't regiſter his Fayou- 
rites among the Quality of Heaven, nor 


_entitle them to the Bliſs of Eternity, 


No: Theſe Powers wereApoltolick Privi- 
lege, and the Encloſure of the Church: 
The Prerogative Royal can't ſtrerch thus 
far: theſe Jewels are not to be found in 
the Imperial Crown. 

Emuſeb. If you pleaſe, we'll take leave 
of this Head, and go on to another Cir 

| IT, cumſtance 


, -- 
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or bY 
Philarch. You mean the Difficulry 
and Hazards of the Execution. ' _ 
 £uſeb, 1 do fo. And here 1 think 
the Apoſtles Proſp:&t was as black- as 
could be: They were to oppole the Re- 


\ WH ©#/:cb Moſes had delivered, and decry 
\ WH che Expectation of a Temporal Mefzah - 
. W They were to charge the Government 
F of that Nation with the higheſt Crimes 

imaginable; they were to rell them to 


cunſtance of Honour in the Apoſtolick 


ligion of the Jews, to alter the Cuſtoms 


} WM chcir Faces, Thar they had berray'd the 44; 3, 


Prince of Life : How ſuch a Meſlage as 
this would be cnrertain'd by the obſti- 
| nate Zews, they might eaſily foreſee. 
The Fews, I lay, the molt hardned 'in 
| Prejudice, the moſt bigotred to Ertor 
| and Superſtition. The Precedent of our 
| Saviour's Uſage was fufficient for this 
| purpoſe ; They ſtood our againft rhe E- 
| vidence of his Character, flander'd his 
| Innocence, blaſphem'd his Miracles, and 
| refoly'd ro murther him tor ra/ing La- 
| zarus from the Dead. Beſides, our Sa- 
| Viour had fore-warn'd his Diſciples what 


ve hated of all Men for his Name's ſake; 
that they ſhould be caſt out of the Syna- 
| R 3 _ gOgues, 


| they were to _— T hat they ſhould 
en f 


Saviour of the World, and kilÞd the 9297, 
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Of an APOSTLE. 


Logues, brought before Kings ; and that 


thoſe who kill'd them, ſhould think they 
aid God Service, This Prediction of rug- 
ged. Treatment, was plainly declar'd ; 


rwas part of their Maſter's Doctrine; 


and the Truth of it was equally unque- 


 ftionable with the reſt. 


 Philarch. The Predictions you men- 


tion, related to their Reception amongſt | 


the Heatbens as well as the, Fews © In- 
deed, what could they expect leſs from 
People debauch'd by Cuſtom and Reli- 
gion; a People that could plead Anti- 
quity for their Error, and vouch thcir 
Gods for their Vice ? What likelihood 
was there, that a Doctrine of Hard(hip 
and. Seli-Denial, of diſtant Hopes and 


unpalatable: Pleaſures, ſhould be reliſh'd 


by 'a World oyer-grown with Appetite, 
ſunk in Senſuality, and enſlay'd to Mo- 
ney and Ambition? Thus, humanly ſpeak- 


ing, they had Reaſon to expect Diſcou- 


Luke 24: 
49. 


ragement and Oppoſition, and to prepare 
for nothing but Suffering, Burt when | 
confider them exdued with Power from 
on Fliah, this alters the Caſe extremely. 


When the Comforter was their Guard, 


and Omnipotence appear'd for them, 
their way was imooth'd, their Courage 
hardned, and they had, as ir were, an 

SR. © exemption 
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exemption from the Infirmities of their 
Kind. on PETE 
Enſeb. Under Favour, this Miracn- 
lous Aſſiſtance was no Armour of Proof; 
P*rwas ne'er deſigned to make them in- 
vulnerable, or to ſet them aboye Vio- 
lence and Out-rage. *Tis true, they 
were fully qualified for the Diſcharge of 
WW their Function : Bur ſtill common Na- 
ture hung about them; they were ſenfſ1- 
ble of Want, and expos'd to Injury : 
Their Miracles were to prove their Miſ- 
ſion, to make way for their Doctrine, 
and more for others than themlelves. 
When they were concern'd in the Bene- 
fir, the Interpoſition of Heayen was 
more immediate. Thus St. Peter was 
reſcued from Priſon by an Angel, and 45 12. 
not by a Miracle wrought by himielf. 
Indeed, by what the Apoſtles tafter'd, 
'tis more likely they could not always 
work Miracles. Aflictions are very un- 
caly to Fleſh and Blood, and we arc glad 
to diſcharge them fairly as ſoon dy 
can, Now the Apoſtles were perlec 
ted from one Ciry to another, preſs 
_ above meaſure, pinch'd with Hunger 4x; r.;. 
and Cold, made a Spettacle of Contempt, & 4. 
and harraſs'd with all rhe Hardſhip ima- » co. r, 
2inable. They were 1cnſible of this * G7: + 
| | R 4 Diſad- x 
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—— _ would; ?ris likely, } 
have thrown it off too, had rhey been c 

n 

y 


back'd with Permiſſion and Power: *Tis 
true, their Patience was not over-{et ; 
they. were not tired with their Cormmiſii- 


'on. But this hinders not their willing- a 
nels to-move With greater cafc.  Howe- ſi 
ver, God was pleas'd not to make them F 
impregnable ; rhey were left under the n 
Paſliveneſs of Human Nature ; Pover- g 
'ry and Pain could reach chais's they P 
cur'd the Difeaſes of other People, but t 
felt their own. a1 
© Philarch. The Miracles they wrought Ji 
notwithſtanding, ſhou'd, one would think, d 

| haye ſupported their Character, and kept it 
them from falling into Neglect. - tl 
Euſeb, 1 obſerv'd to you before, this 41 
ſupernatural Light was not conſtantly Wl as 
{treaming down, this Glory was not \ 
perpetually upon their Heads, neither 0 


did they always appear in their Robes of W n 
State. Beſides, The Oppoſition of their fa 
Doctrine to the Corruptions of Human V 


Nature, made their Miracles leſs regard- at 
ed: People were unwilling to own their I gi 
Credentials, and ſurrender to fuch unac- L 


ceptable Truths: Thus, rho' they were WW in 
4#; 14. ſometimes taken for Gods, worthipped Il th 
Gala with POORs: receiy'd like Chriſt Jeſus I ft: 
7 himſelt; be 


CO 
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himſelf; yet at another time, they were 
counted Deccivers, impriſoned, and ſto- 
ned, and no Indignity thought tao hea- 
yy for them. | 
 Philarch. T confeſs, the Apoſtles had 
a very difficult Employment ; their Re- 
ſignation was put to the Proof, and their 
Fortitude try'd to the utmoſt. They did 
not command Nature for themlelves, nor 
orow- rich and eafie by their wonderful 
Performances. And beſides, There ſeems 
to have been Interyals of Darkneſs, Breaks 
and Interruptions, and that ſometimes 
like Samp/0n's, their borrow'd Strength 
departed from them; departed, I ay, 
for the heightning their Merit, and not 
through any Fault of their own. Moſes 
and bus were put in a Poſt much more 
agreeable to the Inclinations of Human 
Nature: They were at the Head. of a 
numerous Nation, commanded vaſt Ar- 
mies, and had Grandeur and Power to 
lupport their Spirits. And as for: their 
Miracles, they were conſtantly fſupplicd, 
and had all the Blaze and Terror ima- 
ginable. They made a Road of dry 
Land through the Seca, diſlolv'd Rocks 
into Rivers, and {top'd the Courſe of 
the Sun: This alarm'd ro a great Di- 
ſtance, and made the Heathen tremble 
before them. This Service might nm 
aye 
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have been courted by Fleſh and Blood: 
Who would not have ſtrove for fuch Sta- 
tions of Honour, and been glad of ſuch 
a ſhining Diſtin&tion ? Now tho” the A- 
poſtles Miracles were as much above the 


| Force of Arr, ſufficiently publick, fre- 


quently repeated, and every way as un- 
queſtionable ; yer the fir{t Report reach'd 
not ſo far, neither was the Voice of Hea- 


yen altogether ſo loud. There was not 


altogerher ſuch an Eclat, fuch Thunder, 


1ach renverſing of Nature as in the o- 
ther : The State of the World was now 


alrer'd, and Mankind farthex improy'd; 


there was not now the ſame Motives to 


be always Flaſhing from the Skre, and 
aſtoniſh People into Belief ; and theretorc 


God left ſomething to probity of Tem 


per, and the reaſonableneſs of the Chri- 


{tian Doctrine. However, by this Dil- 
penſation, the Apoſtles were ſomewhat 
leſs underſtood, the Difficulties of rhcir 
Buſineſs encreas'd, and they lay more ob- 
noxious to rugged Ulage. 
Euſeb. Notwithſtanding your Compz- 
riſon, I hope you don't think Moſes or 
Zoſhua were govern'd by any fecular 
View in their Obedience. P2Y 
_ Phalarch. Far from it; that would be 
a moſt unjuſt and prefumprtuous Conje- 


fure ! Eaſe and Ambition had no Aſccu- ; 
dant:iW - 
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dant ; They would, doubtleſs, have _ 
ſerv'd God in a more Private and diſcou- 
raging Station, with the ſame Zeal they 


did in their own. 


 Euſeb. We are agreed. And by this 
time I hope ”tis plain, that the Apotles 
Virtue was brought ro the Teſt; that ' 


they foreſaw the Danger of the Enter- 


prize ; that they engaged notwithſtand- 


ing the Diſcouragemenr ; that when the 
Storm fell upon them, they bore it with 


che greateſt Braycry, and diſtinguilh'd 


themſelves with all imaginable Advantage. 
Philarch. Have you any thing elſc 
relating to we manner of their Beha- 
viour « 
Euſeb. Yes: Some few Particulars 
which I ſhall briefly rouch on. 
Philarch. Pray, let's hear them. 
£E1ſeb. 1 might take notice, how ſtrict- 
ly they liv'd up to their own Rules, how 
exactly their Practice and their Precepts 
aorced ; how remarkable they were for 
their Sobriety , their Integrity, their Con- 
tempt of the World, covering no Man's 
S:Fver or Gola, corrupting no Man, de- 


frauding no Man, $0 ving Offence nei- 
e 


ther to Few, Gent or Chriſtian; ap- 


| pealing to their Converts, ns holily, 
| how juſtly, how wnblamably they had x Thej.. 2. 
behes ved Lake a 1 might obſerve © 


rhe 
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the Ardgur of their Charity ; their Kind- 
nels to the World was unalterable, their 
Zeal not to be diſcourag'd: No Dilap. 


pointment, no Danger, no Barbarity, 
_ could diſhearten them from doing Good, 


Bur TI ſhall wave this part of their Cha- 
rater, and remark, in a word or two, 
the generous Freedom they uſed in the 
Diſcharge of har Ofnes. ff + 

Philarch. With all my Heart; a lit- 


tle of that, if you pleaſe. OY 


Euſeb. When they were all impriſon'd 
and filenc'd by the Order of the Govern- 


| ment, we find them the next Day in the 


Temple, teaching as publickly as evcr. 
And when they were brought before the 
Sanhearim, they declar'd in open Courr, 
That thar Je/#s, whom the Bench had 


 murthered, was raisd from the Dead, W.. 


was a Prince and a Saviour ; and that 
by 4 | 

twas from him they were to expect Re- 
miſſion of their $1ns, With this ſevere 


 Plainnelſs,. St. Pant treated Felix the 


Vice-Roy of 7udza: He talk'd ſo home 
to him about Zu/?:ce, about Temperance, 


and Fudgment to come, that the Go- 


vernour forgot his Character, Cops {pt 
his Þ 


his Grandeur, and trembled before 
Priſoner. 


 Philarch. I think the Holy Apoſtles 
ſpoke in the fame intelligible Language Þ 
| to 
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to their Conyerts, upon occaſion. we bf 
 £uſeb. That they did: They under- Wh 
ſtood nothing of ſome People's modern et 
Ceremony and Addreſs; they conceald TRA" 
no neceſſary part of InſtruCtion, for fear j ht 
of Diſpleaſure : They {crupled not to. Hs 

; publith rheir Commiſſion, and ſet forth »hi3 

- I cheir Authoriry : They rold the Zazty 
plainly, that they were Ambaſſadors of 

* WW Chr if, that they were 7heir Fathers, , co, , 


that they were to rebuke ſharply, and cc. 
: har no Man had the Liberty to deſÞi/e 73. x. 
: 0414/7208 L292 
" Philarch. Yes: And that the Peo- 
ple were 70 obey them and their Succel- xs. 13. 
| fors, and /ubmit themſelves. 
|  Fnuſeb. And yer this Plain Dealing was 
{ not only with the Vulgar: The Apoſtles 
© WW vere concern'd with Perlons of Quality, 
5 we may collect from St. Pan!'s con-. 
| verting Jergizes Pauls, Lord Licurenant A4#; :3. 
of Cyprus, from the honourable Women 
of Theſſalonica, from Diony/tus the A- 45; x, 
| reopagite; from the Saints of- Cz/ar's 
| [Zonſhold, from the ſame Apoſtle's Charge >,;1;p. 4. 
ItoTmmothy concerning the //ealthy, from 1 Tim. 6. 
this and St. Peter's Injunction about 7 
[Pearls and Richneſs of Haber. How: 1p .;.3. 
ever, they declar'd openly agajnſt #Lar- Thefr.. 
les ery, Over-complaiſance, and having a- ,. ;.* 
a" ſlny Perſon in Admiration, becauſe of 
KEE Advantage. 
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Advantage. (Gal. x. 10. Fude $6) - 


Philarch. I'm convine'd by what you 
ſay, That the Apoſtles were every way 
great and unexceptionable ; that their 


Manner was impartial, and their Con- 


duct admirable : They did nor, I per- 
ccive, ſhew moſt of their Authority 


' where there was leaſt need on't; they 


did not palt the Poor with their Dilci- 
pline, and let the Rzch fin as much as 
they pleas'd; they were Strangers to 
politick Connivance, did nothing out of 
ſecular Regards, nor were in the lcaft go- 


 vern'd by Intereſt or Fear. 


Euſeb. Not in the leaſt: And now, 
if you pleaſe, for a Concluſion of their 


| Character, we'll add a word or two a: 


bout their Succels. + 


_  Phalarch. That, 1 think, may not be 


ans. TE = 
Euſeb. Tho' when an Enterprize is 
honourably engag'd in, well concerted, 
and vigorouſly purſued, Diſappointment 
is no leſſening of Commendation : Yet 
that which is undertaken for the Benefit 
of others, being really profitable only 
ſo far as the Effet reaches, it may not 
be improper to mention the Succeſs of 
theſe holy Men: For by this we may 
ſee, how much the World has been o- 
blig'd by them. Now there was fſcarcc 
ſly any 
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any Place ſo remote, any People 1o bar- 
barous, where they did not. make Profe- 
lyres. They almoſt lirerally pertorm'd | 

our Saviour's Commands of Yreaching 
to every Creature. And St. Paul tells m Mark 
us, Ther Sound went into all the '* 
Karth, and their Words unto the Ends © 
of the World. St. Peter, St. John, and 
St. Paul, had Converts in the greareſt 
part of the Roman Empire. St. Bartho- 
lomew and St. Matthew carried thcir 
Commiſſion as far as A:th1pa ; St. S$7- 
mou the Canaanite preach'd the Goſpel 
in Meſopotamia, gypt and Perſia : 
St. Andrew trayell'd to the Coaſts of the 
Black Sea, and from thence went North. © 
ward into Schythia: And St. Thomas 
| ſtretch'd Eaſtward ro Malabar, the Gulph 
| of Bengale, and as far as rhe Iſland of 
WW Samar. In all theie Places, they pro- 
s WW pagared rhe Faith, form'd Churches, and 
, WW iettled a Fund for the Happincls of Po- 
rt I fierity. In ſhort, they travelPd almoſt 
t WF as far as the Sun, and the Scalons ; ſaw 
it WW their Maſter have the FHearhen for his Pſal. x. 
y Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of 
x {WW ibe Earth for his Poſſeſton. This Remark 
of WW thews, how great Benefactors they were | 
y £0 che World, how indefarigable in their 
o- E tabours, and how faithful in the Dit- 
cc mu of their Oftice. 

| | Philarch. 
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Philarch. Yes: And it ſhews like. 
wiſe the Aſſiſtance from above; the {ſu- 
pernatural Qualifications, the miraculous 
Power which went” along with them. 


Without ſach Anux:/:aries, they muſt all 


have ſunk in the Attempt: *How was it 
poſſible for a few poor Men, ſo low in 
their Intereſt and Education; ro break 
through rhe Oppoſition of Jews and 


Gentiles ? to baffle their Learning, and 


deſpiſe their Power? to make them 
throw up their ancient Belief, and rc- 


 hounce that Life they were molt in love 


with ? Thus unpromifing wete the Apo- 
ſtles in their natural Capacities, thus ſhort 
in their proper Strength; and therctore 
their wonderful Succeſs is an illuſtrious 
Proof of an Omnipotent Concurreice; 
aſſerts their Miſſion and their Doctrine 


beyond all diſpute. 


£Euſeb. Your Obſeryation is juſt: And 
now, I think, 'tis time to diſmiſs the Ar- 
ogumenr. For I nced not tel] you, how 


_ much they ſufter'd through their Pro- 
grels, and how gloriouſly they went off 


into the other World. But before their 
Departure, they took care to perpetuate 
their Authority, and provide Governours 
for rhe Church. Thus the Juri{diCtion 
was convey'd to Biſhops and Prieſts: 
This Succeſſion has continued, without 

Inter- 


——— 


L_— 
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Interruption, for above Sixteen hundred 
Years: And, I ſuppoſe, you'll eaſily 


cords, and is honourably deſcended. _ 

_ Philarch. 1 muſt deny my Reaſon 
ſtrangely, and in a manner my Senſes, 
if I thould doubr the Records : Bur, I 


| 

: 

1 

therefore I mult take my leave, 
d Euſeb. Your Servant. 

: 


0 . 


EX 


orant, it ſtands upon unqueſtionable Re- 


ſee, you are ſomewhat in haſte, and 
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Olirude promiſes fair, and is a ſtrong 
G& Entertainment to a melancholy 
Fancy : But were the Notion dri- 
ven up, and try'd in its fartheſt extenr, 
we ijhould quickly change our Opinion. 
Like a great many other things, 'tis bet- 
ter in Proſpe&t than Poſſeſſion : Like a 
SUMHer's Gloud in the Evcning, it looks 
| foft and fine art a diſtance, and preſents 
us with a great many pretty Figurcs; 
but When you come cloſe to the Objed, 
the Colours are rabb'd our, and the Sub- 
ſtance ſhrinks: And there's nothing re- 
maining but emptyAir ; nothing that will 
 Eirher pleaſe the Eye, or fill rhe Gralp. 
Man was neyer deſign'd to be perfectly 
_ derach'd, and live independently of his 
Kind: He was not made big enough tor 
that Condition. 

Adam was created in the Growth ot 
his Stature, in the Perfection of his 
_ Species, and had nothing of the i 
els 


Of SOLITUDE. 


"I State of Isfancy to run” thorough : 
There was nothing bur Plenry and Plca- 
ſure, Innocence and Security; in view : 
He had neither Want to diſtreſs him); 
Danger to alarm him, or Guilr to make 
him uneaſy. But notwithſtanding this 
Paradiſe, both withour and within, 
God ſaw his Being, imperfed, and that 
| 'twasS 7or good for him to be alone. Ard 
if Happinels is impracticable without $9- 
ciety, if Solirude , ſtrictly raken, wot 
do in Paradiſe, *tis in vain to expe 
from it elſewhere. Were'one's Circum- 
ſtances never {o ealy, and well fortify's, 
there's a Pleajure in the Communicarion 
of Thought, in the Inrercourſes of 
Friendſhip, and the Teſltimonies of E- 
ſteem. | Human Happineſs in a {ingle 
Breaſt, is like Flame without Air, apt 6 
be ſmorher'd, and go out. Thus Jexecs 


declares, Thar if Knowledge and Wife #15. 


dom was offer d him on the Terms of a 
Secret, and that he mnſt #9t ſay a word 
on't, he would pur truely refuſe re 
Preſent. | 

Tilly carries che Hint ſoniewhar higher : 


If a Perſon, ſays he, of Senſe and*Pro- De Ofc. 


Lis; / 


bity was furniſh'd with all the Bleſſings 
of Life, and had never ſo murh W ealth, 
Leifure, and Largeneſs of Uiiderſtad- 
'"g, yer if he was bard -atl manner 
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5 Of SOLITUDE. 


| their Fancy. 


Per. 


of Company, and never allow'd ſo much 


— 


as to ſee a Man, he had better throw 


up his Being, and fairly take leave of 


the World. Theſe great Men might 
poſſibly have ſomewhat of Vanity in 


Sire tuum nihil eſt, niſi quod ſcias 
hoc ſciat alter. Hons 
The Furniture of the Mind muſt be 
brought out to View and Ay ek 
Advantage is loſt in the Dark. What 


| ſignifies Beauty without Admircrs, or 


Tacitns, 


_ ty of his own Nature. For let mow: 
51.22 Bt 1101C 


Finery lock'd up in a Cheſt ? Thus Ger- 
Manic, as I remember, was ſorry his 
Troops were cut off; he had loſt, he 
ſaid, to many Witneſſes of his furure Con- 
duct and Courage, and wanted them a- 
live to commend him. 
_ However, A Man well accommodated, 
may love Company from a more generous 
Motive: To transfuſe his Satisfaction, 
and ſhew his Good Nature ; to inſtruc, 
to oblige and entertain. OWN 
Bur to take the Caſe at the hardeſt; 
Pride is not the only unhappy Reaſon 
that makes People unwilling to live a- 
Tone. No: Solitude gives too much 
Teifure for Refleftion, opens an unaccep- 
table Scene, and ſhews a Man the Pover- 


— co CCL II ND RDDYLLDOLOERCISCSE TT ECT 


Ld oo on 0. IT. 


 _ 


or 
FBI. , 


, 3 - AY 


hs A 


Of SOLITUDE. 


ſide look never fo fair, *twill by no means 
bear the Teſt of a thorough InfpeCion :_ 
The Stores, when examin'd, will fall 
ſtrangely ſhort. The moſt knowing and 
powerful will ſoon be at a ſtand: They'll 
quickly perceive their Underſtanding 
. puzzled, and their Will check'd, in abun- 
dance of things. Beſides, the Uncertain-” 
ty of the Future, and the Thoughts of 


__ YT - 


Fo Death will crowd in : In ſhorr, nothing 
£ but rhe Supports of Religion can make 
' WW a Man fit to entertain himſelf: Now, 
Ir Company gives Bufineſs and Diverfion, 
” draws the Mind abroad, and keeps Peo- 
IO ple's Thoughts from preying upon them 
IC ſaves; ns TD 
N- _ However, Nothing pleaſes long toge- 
a- ther ; Ignorance, Intereſt, and Humour, 

make the World ſomewhat unfociable : 
d, W And therefore, when we over-rarte our 
us W Pretenſions, and promiſe our ſelyes roo 
0, much, *tis odds if we are not baulk'd. 
a, W Now, when Expectations run high, and 

Paſſions are laviſhly let looſe, Difappoint- 
l ment is a hard Chapter. And becauſe 
on we are not carelſs'd in our Folly, hymour'd 
ef in our Pride, and treated up to the Ex- 
IC 


| travagance of our Demands, we complain 
| of ill Uſage, and grow chagrine and fick 
| of the World. And if we can't be court- 
, | ed, and haye our Will, we'll fall into a 
0 "7 
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Fir of Retirement, and make Company 


no. Ionger : ;How often does the Declen- 
ſions , of Intereſt, the Misfortunes in 
HOys Of Ambition, drive People out of 


. * : 


aſtneſs and Sight, and make them with- 


draw to Privacy 2. Thus Children, when 


hd , 


they, are crols'd in their Fancy, walk off, 


_ 
. 


and and fullep in a corner. 


- Some People retire ro conceal their 


= © $1. "2. 1 FL E! on + Wie 4 
| ofects.. They arc ſufhiciently acquaint- 


ed. with the lean Temper of the gene- 


rality; how forward the World is to 
ſpy, our a Fault, and publiſh .a Difad- 
antage: And therefore, they: are un- 
willipg to have the Impertcdtionus of 
Age or Fortune gazd at, and remark'd. 
Too. much: Light, diſcovers-the Wrinkles, 
which 'makes them chuſe ro fir our of 
4. Or 6 ren 


_ Sometimes Retirement is made a Co- 


four. for Liberty. Men withdraw as T:- 
berins did to Capreg, to be more ar lci- 
{ure fox their Vices,. to debauch without 
Interruption, and: be ſomewhat cover'd 
from. Cenſure and Obſeryation. 

There are ſeveral Degrees, and, as it 
were, Apartments in. Solitude : Thoſe 
may. be faid ro retire, who break off Bu- 
ſineſs, quit the Stage, and ſhur- up the 
Scene : They are harraſs'd, it may be, 
with the Fatigues, or ſatcd with the 

aflag  6- tak Plcaſarcs 
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Pleaſures of a publick Life: It rhay. be, 
they 'forefee il] Weather, and are wib- 
ling to put into Port. Fo keep out at 


Sea may endanger: the Veſſel. When the 


Junure proves unfavourable, "tis Pru- 
dence® for a Greart:Man-to draw jr his 
Figure, to furle the Sails,- and take' him- 
ſelf a Deck. lower : Voluntary Mortifi- 
carion looks berter than Penance enjoia'd. 
In fach caſes, 'tis more advitable to walk 
down: Stairs, than ro ſtand ftill, and be 
thrown ourt' at the Window. Had Car- 
dinal J/ool/ey manag'd with this caution, 
'tis probable he might have rid out rhe 
Courr-Storm. Bur his unſeafonable Gran- 
deur undid; him ; his pompous Prepara- 
tion for his Inſtallment ar: Zozk, gave his 
Enemies. a. new. Handle; awaken'd the 
King's Diſpleafure; and'traith'd his Ruin. 
* Fo retire: for Quiet :and Thinking, is 
a commendable. Motive: When there's 


nothing but Noiſe and Purſuit in the o- | 


pen . Plains, 'tis good to' make for the 
Covert.  Amicz fures T emporus, lays my 
Lord 'Bacon: Converſation is a mere 
Thief, ſteals off a great part of our 
Time, and often ſtuffs our Memory with 
Rubbiſh. Some People are over-Jaid 
with Ceremony and Viſits, work'd down 
with giving Audience, and almoſt kill'd 
with the Kindnels of their Acquaintance. 

| S 4 Soli- 
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Solirude is a great Relief in ſuck Cir. 


\ cumſtances: They are glad to get clear 


| berty. 


of the Crowd for Air and Breathing, and 
to haye their Motion a little better ar li- 


To withdraw upon the Score of Re- 


ligion, is a Reaſon ſtill higher than the 


reſt. To ſhut up the Proſpect of this 
World, that we may take the better 


view of the other, is a prudent Precau- 


tion. *Tis good ſometimes to retreat 


from Company, and bar the Door up- 


on Buſineſs and Diverſion: And when 
we are thus diſengaged, ro inſpect our 
Practice, to ſtate our Accounts, and ex- 


amine our Condition for Eternity. *Tis 


g00d to make a ſtand by our ſelves, and 
conſider how well we are reconcil'd to 
a ſtare of Separation. Death is a re- 
markable Retirement : Jt tranſports us 
into a Foreign Country, and cuts off all 
manner of Communicarion : 'The Socic- 
ty and Enterrainmenrs of this Life, arc 
perfectly ar an end : Nay, it divides our 
Perſon for ſome time, . and removes us 
from part of our ſelves. Things ſtand- 
ing thus,' we ſhould endeayour to diſen- 


tangle before-hand, ro untwiſt our Aﬀe- Þ 


ions, and flide off from the World by 


degrees: And, ſince the Objects of 
Senſe will ſhortly fail us, let us leſſen | 


1 
. 5 


the Þ 
w. $ KA *Y 


—7 50LTUDE 


the Correſpondence, and try. a little ro 
live without them; Ler us apply to a 
more laſting Fund, and fſubſiſt oyr Hap- 
inels upon Thought. To retire for 
Eh Purpoſes as theſe, is the beſt jim- 
provement of Solitude : To be thus alone, 
is the way to bring us to the molt defira- 
ble Company. ya 
- Bur, ſome Peoples Melancholy drives 
- WW them to an Excels: They are [oft In a 
t Wl Miſt of the Spleen, A CloyFter is too 
- I publick for their Devotion, They think 
n lf all Soczery infections: And, that every 
ir 8 Mortal has the Tokens upon him. This 
- WW was the caſe of Monſieur de la Barriere, 
is Abbot de Fuillans, He was once re- 
d WW folv'd to quit his Monaſtery, to travel 
'o © into the Deſarts, and ger cntirely our of 
e- ſWthe reach of all Mankind. His Deſign 
us {was pious and well meant. "Twas to 
all guard his Innocence, and cover himſelf 
ic- the better from Temptation. Company 
Herv'd only to throw in falſe Opinions, 
Ito poiſon the Paſſions, and make the 
[Mind uneafie. But, under fayour, there's 
Ino Security from this Danger, by run- 
ing away from all the World. Errors 
and ill Thoughts are oftentimes no fo- 
by Ereign Commodiry, bur purely of our 
of Fown Growth: Fear and Deſire are trou- 
Jen Fbleſom Gyeſts, and will break in upon 
the Þ ER 
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che-cloſeft Retirement.” As long as the 
Pulte bears, the'Spirits will be fomertimes 
irregular, afd the Head-over-caſt: Then 
nowelcomet Ideas wilk intrude, and the 


| Fancy-be hagg'd of courſe: And if we 


have neither Phyſick nor Company, how 


can: the Conſtitution: be reliey'd, or the 


Yrogreſs of our Melancholy be ſtopp'd ? 


 Progreis or our WM 
Beſides, che Mind can exert her ſelf by 


herown Force: [There's no need of pour- 
ing Thoughts into her, like Water into a 
puinp :” And as long as ſhe can think 
withoutCompany, the can plague her {elf 
withour it too. | Farther ; To take leaye 
of the'World, is not'the way to be quit 


of thoſe Fancies which - deceive: To 


command forgetfulnels, 'and blot the Me- 
mory where we pleaſe, is hardly to be 
expeCtcd : And it may be, leaſt of all 
when People are alone. When the Mind 
is by her ſelf, ſhe has nothing to do but 


ro'perule- her Notions, and examine her 


Stock : Then, whar the has heard or read 
is brought upon the Board; and that 


which: ſlept in company, is often awa- 


ken'd.” Then there's leifure for charging 
the Imagination, for drawing the Objects, 
and Painting at the whole length. Thus 
ill Humour may be fortified, and the 


Paſſions enflanid ; and Melancholy, An- 


ger oz Revenge, grow more unmanages- Fo, 


ble 
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| ble than. otherwiſe... Il Thoughts are 
; Wl molt dangerous in Solitude : There's no- 
bing ro 1nterrupt.the Miſchief, to. divert 
: © the Fancy, and weaken. the Impreſſion. 
e I T9.rctire wholly; from Buſineſs, and Con- 
ys  icrlation, is a; dangerous Experiment, 
e I and leaves, us Qrangely exposd.. But is 
2 Wl tor Vice catchi And are we not the. 
y | vorle for the F J of thoſe we.converſe 
r- Ml vith;. and. are .qer. all. All Feople tin&tur'd 
a MW vith unſerviceable ualities ? How then 
an we be ſecure withour: flying. the Seat 
of Infection, and bidding Mapkind, A- 
die 7 In. anfwer to this, 1 grans that. bad 
Company givgs bad ; ippretiogs, .and 
hggelt Will: Thoughts, bur | poſſibly: the 
Devil- may, furpiſh more. "The Apoſtle 
informs. us that., we have more tormidable_ 
Enemiesto encounter than FJzfp and Blood, 
that we; wreſtle with. Principalities and 5 ps 4 
Powers, and that the Kingdom; of Dark-,' 
neſs is in Arms againſt us. Now tho' the 
[Devil is buſie in-all. places, yet Solitude: 
ſcemsto be his.ground of Advantage; and: 
irom, whence he 8 pla ys his, Batteries nh 
[moſt Succeſs: Thus we ſce .he,ventur'd- 
to. attack our Saviour. himſelf. when, he 
found him in the :lderneſs. . te 
| *'Tis true, wrong Apprchenfions warp 
the Morals, and bring Diſoxder into Life : 
For the Will. is he by the Under- 
| ſtanding, 


ry 


558 FLOUMUTDE 
hs ſtanding, and PraCtice often oyern'd by f 
Principles. But what then? Can't we MW a 


fall into Miſtakes without help ? Muſt V 
we ncedsbe infallible alone ? Does not the b: 
 Mindoften diſconrſe withherfelf ? A Man m 
may affirm and deny, and reaſon through Cc 
Mood and Fignre, without the afliſtance B 
of his Neighbours. But then all theſe Ml fi 
Operations are ſubjet-to Error. If we MW m 
Join Notions that wo'n'r. agree, or part MW V 
thoſe which were made to Te together; I! 
if we let $0 the Link between Conſe- Wl 0! 
quence and Principle, and draw our In- W Bt 
ferences out of the” right Line; If we Ml VM 
make a falſe ſtep, I fay, in any of theſe IM at 
Motions, we lofe our way, and wander i v< 
into Miſtake ; There's no need of any MW a0 
Body to miſgnide 'ns, we are' often an MW =: 
tents fatuus to our ſelves. Ignorance Ml fo 
and Error were not always carch' d and WW :il 
copy'd, They were bred'like Difeaſes ar I ©it 
firſt, 'and invented fome where, rtho' the II Di 
Original may be out of ſight. And thus WW 2o 
tho* we had never ſeen any Mortal, we WM a 
might * have Folly 'enough of our own Wl v3 
mak to gndo- gs? tt 2, 
- But granting for Argument ſake, that I Sei 
all falſe Reaſoning, all the Mutiny and I Gt 
Misfortune of our Thoughts, was the W 
efte&t of Conyerſation: Muſt we ſheer I 20 
off from every Thing Humane upon' this I pre 
ET TIIEER 26+; | ſcore! 
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ſcore? Muſt we trot into the Woods, 
and'climb rhe Mountains, and turn Sa- 
vages for our Security ? If I happen to 
be wounded with a Sword or Piſtol, I 
may certainly conclude the Miſchief 
comes from ſome of my own Species : 


But for all that, I won't forſwear the 


ſight of Mankind in a Pet, take a Pilgri- 
mage into the Deſarts, and make my 
Wound mortal for want of drefiing. No, 
Ill much rather apply to a good Surge- 
on, and ſubmit to the Methods of Cure. 
Burt if I have actually receiv'd no fuch 
Misfortune, *rwould be {till more freakifh 
and ſingular, ſhould I break Bulk and tra- 
yel our of Svczery, only for the bare fear, 
and poſlibility of a ſhrewd Turn. *Tis 


more prudential to ſtand one's Ground, 


to fence againſt the Inconveniences, and 
riſque che Event. Thus, in caſe I ſhould 
either hear, or apprehend any {candalous 
Diſcourſe from bad Company, I wouid 
not immediately disband my ſelf, and 
abjure the World: Not at all. The 
way is to project for a Reinforcement ; 


[to keep cloſe to Men of Virtue and 


Senſe, and ſtand carefally upon one's 
Guard. £30: 
 To'proceed. What if ill Notions are 
now :and then fſcatcer'd, and Mankind 
prove ſometimes infectious to cach other ? 

F | as Hays 


*% 
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 Haye we not an Antidote againſt. the 
 Poyſon ? And does not the Remedy 
come from. the ſame Quarter with the ] 
Diſeaſe ? Ts it not Me that furniſh us MI : 
with the Preceprs of Virtue, and the l 
T 
C 


Rules of good Living ?. Don't they help 
to form our Judgments, and teach us the 
Diſtin&tions between Truth and Falſhood ? r 
Is not our Genius polith'd, and our Rea- 
ſon improv'd by the Dead or the Living ? 
What Paſſion or Diforder of Mind is 

_ there that has not been ſucceſsfully pre- 
{cribd to by one Hand: or other ? In 
ſhort; there's no Diſcoveries of Truth, 
no Regulations in Morality, but of which 
Men have either been the Inventors, or | 
at leaſt the Inſtraments of Conveyance. 

But none of theſe Afſiſtances conld haye 
been met with if this ſolitary Fancy had 
grown Epidemical, and feiz'd the Bo- 

_ dy of Mankind. There would have 
been no Improvements of Knowledge, 
no Books, no Teaching by word of 
Mouth ; if this Spirit of Retirement 
had gain'd the Aſcendant, if .we had 
been frighted from all ſociable Com: 

_ merce,. if we had prefer'd Caves to 
Houles, and the Wilderneſs to the Town. 
Now, fince we are ſupply'd by Mankind 
with Directions for Virtne and - right 
Thinking, with Prefervatives agaioſi 

Jos + Vice 
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Vice and Error; is it not more reaſon- 
able to be friendly and converſable, and 
keep Company with our own Kind, for 
the ſake of thoſe that are Good, rather 
than fall out, as it were, with Humane 
Nature, and fly from every Mortal, be- 
canſe of. bad People intermixt with the 
reſt ? EASE 

To urge the matter farther. Beſides 
the Benefit of Inſtruction we receive 


from the more knowing, God has fur- 


niſh'd every one of us with a ſhare of 


Judgment and Apprehenſton : We have 


a Touchſtone againſt falſe Coin, a Teſt 
for Right and Wrong, a natural Faculty 
to take check at a grols Fallacy, and to 
incline us to the fide of Truth. - Suppoſe 
I read a Book in' which there are falic 
Notions, and Lectures of Immorality ; 1 
may lay it afide at my Pleaſure : I am not 
at all forc'd either ro believe the Do- 
Qrine, or. follow the Advice: No, nox 
yet to diſquiet my ſelf with the Author's 
Misbehaviour. If I ſee a Man do an ill 
Thing, what: Neceſſity is there' either 
for Imitation, or diſturbing my Head a- 


bour that which is out of my Power ?. 


A Man has Light in his Undcrſtanding, 
and Liberty in his. #/zZ. He is Maſter 
of his Conduct, and by the. Grace. of 
God may preſerye bimielf in a tolerable 

| Innocence. 
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Innocence. By the Privilege of this Li- Wl :« 
berty, in Concurrence with the Afſiſt- o1 
ance of Heayen; we may give Laws to WW j 
our Paſſions, and bring them under Ma- MW 

- nagement and Dilcipline. So that to Wl 5 

keep our ſelves harmleſs and compos'd, WM | 
there's no need of R_ it into the Ml 
Foreſt : This Deſign will be better pur- II \ 
fu'd by ſtaying at home; by exerting MI 1 
out Native Strength, by informing our Ml 14 
Underſtanding, and by calling in the I », 
Aids of Religion. _ 


= 


| There's another Conſideration which WM ;:; 
will keep us from diſincorporating our Ml ;;1 
ſelves. We had our Being from Man- MM i; 
kind; our Support in a State of Inpo- Ml ;* 

rence, and our Education, the Growth 
of our Limbs, and the Progrefs of our Ml {- 
Reaſon, come all under God through Ml ©» 
their Hands. In fine, all the Pleaſure WM © 
and Conveniences of Life are convey'd WM nn: 
to us by this Chanel: And therefore IM i; 
if Solztude could provide us Neceſlarics, W 1, 
and furniſh us to our Wiſhes, which is WT} 
impoſſible, yer we ought not ro disband, WW vii 
and break looſe from Humane Society : W ou! 
We ſhould rather continue upon rhe Wn 
ſpot, and diſcharge the Obligation, With- Wth« 
out this Endeavour at leaſt, we fail in Mr 

our Duty, we are unjuſt and ungrateful, WW i! 
and don't delerye the Fayours we have 
: ..-.-eceiv'd 
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receiv'd. Should every Body be over- 
grown with this Shinels and Chagrin 
jhould rhey run off ſingle, and nor en- 
dare the Sight of each other, nor only 
States and Kingdoms, Arts and Sciences; 
Laws and Religion, but even Humane 
Nature itfelf would ſink and be deftroy'd. 
Nay, from the Faculty of Speech, we 


may conclude the Inftiration of Joczety - 


Had we bzen made for Diſtance and Se- 


paration, and not to infercommon with 


any Mortal, theſe Organs for Entertain- 


ment, thoſe Diſtintions of Sounds, this 


articulate Pronunciation were tin vain : 
For to what purpoſe ſhould a Man have 
: Tongue to talk only to himlſcif £ 

Bur Men, when you have laid all; are 


lirangely toolih and wicked ; I can't re- 


concile my felif ro their Humour, nor 
endure them any longer. This 1s the 
melancholly Perſon's Objection. Now 
well grant the Complainr. Let ns ſup- 
pole the World as untoward as we pieale : 
That we are almoſt every where diſturb'd 
with Falſhood and Folly, with Caprici- 
ouſneſs and IIl-Nature : That People are 
umanageable in all Poſts and Places, that 


they will neither lead nor drive, govern 


tor obey, as they ſhould do. What of 


all this? Muſt we quit our Station, 


ET Icamp: 


— 
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{camper from Town and Country, and 
grow wild and ſavage by our elves ? 
Muſt we throw up our Buſineſs, and 
{affer no Soul to come near us, becaulc 
we are not pleas'd with the Temper, 
with the Morals and Management of 
thoſe we converſe with 2 Don't let us 
take things by the wrong Handle. No- 
thing bur our own Faults can affect us, 
. our Fate hangs only upon our //1/; 
we {hall never be the worſe for thc 
Milcarriages of other People. Beſides, 
if Mankind are fo much degenerated, 
if the Age is ſo extremely out of Or- 
der, the Inference ſhould work the ©- 
ther way. This Conſideration {hould 
- make good People keep their Ground, 
do their utmoſt, and oppoſe the prc 
vailing Evil. When an Enemy beſicges 
and batters a Town, and is ready to 
come on to the Aſſault, what may be 
the Duty of the Garrilon 2 1s this a 
rime to lay down their Arms, or flip out 
in the Dark ar a Poſtern ? Are they not 
rather to mount the Ramparts, to ſtand 
firm in the Breach, and repel rhe Attack! 
Alas! If all rhe honeſt and good part 
_ of Mankind ſhould withdraw and live 


by theinſelves; in fuch a Caſe ri 
wicked Remainder would quickly cou- 
_* _ foune 
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found all, and pull Deſtruction upon the 
Univerſe. SEC” 

] Wich ſuch * Reaſoning as this the 
e Cardinal *D'Ofgat prevail'd upon the 
Abbor De Fenillans, and diverted him 
\f from his Splcnetick Relolution *. He *rzerrres 4: 
© rold him, that General Kindneſs, and ©9%74' 
be Chriſtian Charity, ſo ſtrongly enjoin'd Ons 
in the Jderipture, was utterly inconfi- 
ſtenr with his Defipn. For which 
way can any Virtue be excrcifed with- 
out Object or Opportunity ? All In- 
ſtances of Aﬀection and Sy mpathy, all 
Works of Mercy are impracticable upon 
this Scheme. How can he that abſconds 
from the whole World, and lives literal- 
ly by himſelf, either feed che Hungry, 
or cloath the Naked ? How can ſuch a 
one be hoſpitable ro Strangers, or vitir 
thoſe under Sickneſs or Confinement ? 
Whar Poſſibility is there of his inftruc- 
ing the Ignorant, of comforting the Af- 
flicted, or corrccting the audacious Sin- 
ner ? By arguing in this manner, he 
| gives him to underſtand, that to renounce 
Humane Society, was in effc& to re- 
nounce Chriſtianity, and cut our {clves 
off from the Communion of the Church : 

| Of the Church which implies Compa- 
| ny, and is cnough to dilcourage J9/:- 
T2 tude, 
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of SOLITUDE. 


tade, by the very Idea and Naine of it. 

To come towards a Concluſion. 'Tis 
not good to run the length of a retired 
Fancy, nor ſuffer the Splcen to govern. 
Solitade muſt have a Temper as well 


as other Things. To over-drive Na- 


tare, and puſh the Experiment too far, 
never turns to any Account : Ir ſerves 
only to draw a Blemiſh upon the Jude. 
ment, and difappoint the Expectation : 
Ar preſent, we have a neceffirous Body 
to provide for. This part of us is no 
Camclion : It won't be dicted with Air, 
nor fub{iſt upon Scheme and Notion : 


And tierefore thoſe that reckon ro Ac, 


as far as they can Think, will be {trange- 
ly miſtaken. People that retire ſhould 
examine the Difticultics, and proportion 
the Underſtanding ro their Strength : A 
thorough Scrutiny of the Incligations, 


_ of the Will, and the Power, is no more 


tan a neceſſary Precaution. With: 
Out this preliminary Prudence, a Man 
may ovcr-burthen his Shoulders, and 
wade out of his Depth: Neither cai 
the way be made back ſometimes with: 
out Levity and Imputation. To live # 
tone, tho in a moderate degree, will 
require fome tolerable Proviſion it 


Books and Capacity : He that gocs oft 
| : | Sb 
LLNGUL 
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unfurniſh'd in the Underſtanding, will 
3 W make wretched Company for himſelf : 
| WW He has only contriv'd a Settlement for 
1 a lavage Life, and retires like a Beaſt ro 
[l his Den. _ a BY 


Binfo i Ned; 


= a 
\ de I's ©©0F- an 
1 A l . n 
WS 2 =@ {6H 
<A EY $ | 
* ANA = - 


Books printed for George Strahan ar 
the Golden-Ball over 4s wry Ro y a] 
Exchange nt Cornhill. 7 ft SE 


WR 


AN Ecclefi aſtical Hiſtory = S'#Y Britain 
| from the firſt planting of Chriſtianity © the 

End of the Reign of King Charles II. with an Ac- 
count of the Aﬀairs of Religion in Ireland. Col- 
| lected from the beſt Hiſtorians, Councils and Re- 
cords. By Jeremy Collier, M. A. in Two Vo- 
lumes, Folio. 

The Lives and CharaQers of the moſt eminent 
Writers of the Scots Nation; with an Abitract and 
Catalogue of their Works; their various Editions; 
and the Judgment of the Learned concerning them. 
By George Mackenzie, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
College of Phyticians in Edenburgh. In 1 wo Vo- 
iumes, Folio. 

Virgil's /Eneids, Tranſlated by Biſhop Don alas 
in the Year 1553, A New Edition, , corrected trom 
an excellent PEG b with a large Gloſlary ex- 
plaining the difficult Words, which may tcrve tor 
a Dictionary tothe old Scottiſh Laoguage ; with 
5h Account. of the Author” J Life and Writings, 

Yo} t! 1 

A View of the Times, theic Pcinciples and. Pra- 
ctices: In the. Four Volumes, of Reacarta! eg By 
Philalethes, Folio. 

The Socinian Controverſy diſcuſs'd : Wherci 11 

the chiet,of the Socinian T'ratts (publiſh'd of late 
Years) are confider'd. In Six Dialogues. With 
 Detences and a Supplement, in anſwer to Cln- 
don's Book De Perſona.” By Charles Leſlie, 
()narto. 
A ſhort and eaſy Method with the Deifts 

| Wherein the Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion 
15 demonſtrated by infallible Proof, from tour 
Rules, which are incompatible to any Impoltor 
that has been or can be. To which is added a fe 
cond Parr to the Jews; ſhewing that theſe mY 


4o oblige them as much as the Deiſts to the Ac- 
cnowledgment of Chriſt, Ottavo. | | 
The Deiſts Manual ; or a rational Enquiry into 
the Chriſtian Religion. With ſome Confiderati- 
ons on Mr. Hobbes, Spinoſa, The Oracles of 
Reaſon, &c, By C. Gildon, Gent. Publiſher 
of the Oracles of Reaſon. To which is pre- 
fixed a Letter from the Reverend Mr. Leſlie, 
OQavs: te my 

The Scripture Account of the Eternal Rewards 
or Puniſhments of all that hear of the Goſpel. By 
Henry Dodwell, M. A. Ofcavo. Bi 

Seneca's Morals, by way of Abſtrad. With a 
Diſcourſe under the Title of an After-Thought, 
OQavo. | wo 

Fables of ZEſop, and other ancient Mytholo- 
pits; with Morals and Reflettions, Ofctavo. 

A Guide to Eternity. Written by Cardinal 
ſohn Bona, Octavo. 6 1 on a 

Tully's Offices : And Eraſmus's Colloquies : 
Both tranſlated into Engliſh, Octavo. 

[Theſe Five by Sir Roger L* Eſtrange.} 

Eſſays of Seigneur de Montaigne. In Three Vo- 
Volumes. With Marginal Notes and Quotations, 
and an Account of the Author's Life and Chara- 
ter. Made Engliſh by Charles Cotton, Eſq, The 
Fourth Edition, Octavo. 

The Works of Mr. John Oldham, together with 
his Remains; containing his Original Poems and 
Tranſlations, Octavo. DONE 

The preſent State of the Court of Rome; or 
the Lives of the preſent Pope, Clement the Ele- 
venth, and of the preſent College of Cardinals. 
Written Originally in Italian, and newly Tranfla- 
ted into Englith from the Italian Manuſcripts, ne- 
ver as yet made Publick. With a Preface by the 
Publiſher, containing Remarks on the Nature of 
the College of Cardinals, and a ſhort Account of 
the preſent Pope's Elevation to the Papacy, and 
the moſt remarkable Occurrences in his Pontifi- 
cate, Oftavo. 

The Maxims of Government, in an Advice to a 
Republick, ſhewing how it ought ro govern it- 
{elf in order to perpetuate its Dominion. In which 

5 are 


/ 


are alſo confider'd, the ſeveral! Intereſts of all the 
Princes of Europe, with' reſpect to the Afﬀairs of 
Italy. By Father Paul, Counſellor of State. 
ctavo. ITN Ct __ 
The Hiſtory of the Republick of Holland, from 
its firſt Foundation to Death of K. HF. as alſo x 
Deſcription of the United Provinces. In Twy 
Volumes, OQavo. - k 
_ A New and Compleat French and Englifj 
Grammar; ſhewing the ſhortelt and eaſieſt way ty 
underſtand thoſe Languages, but eſpecially the 
French; containing above Twenty pleaſant Dia- = 
| logues. Tranſlated into Engliſh by Sir Reg: 
 L'Eſtrange, and here rehder'd into French. To 
which is added a ſhort, but exa& Engliſh Cramn- 
mar. . Alſo. a French and Engliſh Dictionary, 
comprehending all that's neceſliry to the Attain- 
ment of either Language. By Peter Berault, French 
Miniſter. - Second Edition. We 
Effays on ſeveral Moral SubjeQs, in TwoParts, 
by Jeremy Collier, M. A. Sixth Edition, Octayg. 
A View of the Immorality and Profanenets of 
the Engliſh Stage, with the Senſe ot Antiquity 
upon this Argument. With two Defences ay lull 
Congrieve, V anburg, Dennis, &c. By the tame 
Author, Octavo. _ 
_ Preſagium Medicum; or the prognoſtick 5izns 
of acute Diſeaſes, eſtabliſhed by ancient Obſcrva- 
tion, and explain'd by the beſt Modern Diſcovc- 
ries, Octavo. 
An Account of Animal Secretion, the Quani!- , 
_ ty of Blood in the human Body, aud the Mulci: o 


lar Motion. By James Keil, M. D. Octavo. th 
Philoſophical Principles of Religion, Natura! M 
and Reveal'd. In Two Parts. The firſt contain- wi 


ing the Elements of Natura! Philoſophy, and the 
Proofs of Natural Religion. Second Edition. The 
Second Part containing the Nature of Infinites, 
together with the Philoſophical Principles of Re- 
 veal'd Religion. By George Cheyne, M. D.F.R.- 
_ Octavo. 
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Paſſion of our Bleſſed Savioar ; to what De- 
oreewoula their Fortitude have been rais'd, if 


they had ſuffer'd after the Appear ance of the 


Incarnate God to animate their Courage !_ 


This Father, with what Exactneſs I 
ſha'n't examine, makes Eleazar the Firſt 


was under the Goſpel. Sp 
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JE begins the Encomium of tn Maca- 
theſe ſeven Brothers with #97m 

| : - 24. Laud 
a Thought well imagin'd: g;,.. .* 
Thoſe who reſign'd to Martyr- 2 Maccab. 
dom, ſays he, before the 


Meſhah, if they had ſeen the Other World 
wider open'd, and had the Example of ap 


Martyr under the Law, as St. Stepher 
g --- Thus 


54.4 42477 ' 


FR LE a Ny ns En 
This Eleazar, venerable for his Cha- 
ſuppoſes raQter, his Age, and Arttainments, 
p,azar, « thinking it not enough to offer Prayers 


St. Greg, 


reſt, 


and Sacrifices for the People, made him- 
felt a Victim ; and thus prepar*d his ſe- 
ven Sons to expire ina Burat Offering ; 
an Offering of a more acceptable Odour 
to God Almighty, than all the Incenſe 
and- Oblations in the Jewiſh Temple, 
His Diſcourſe and Silence, his Air, his 
Geſture, and Behaviour, were all ani- 
_ mating and inſtructive. Sod 
_ Fhefe magnanimous young Men, 
theſe bold Champions for Truth ; thele 
il|luftrious Diſciples of Moſes, who ad- 
her'd to the Divine 1nſt:tations, and 
 maintain'd the Cuſtoms of their Ance- 
 ftors, with ſo much ExaQtneſs, and Re- 
ſolution ; theſe Brothers, nearer related 
by their Mind, than by their Parents; 
more Brothers in their Bravery, than in 
their Blood ; theſe Saints, who graſp'd 
ar Martyrdom, knew no other Way to 
Lite and Happineſs, than by ſubmitting 
to a cruel Death for the Law of their 
Golp:- 5 IRR GD 


_ Alll their Fear was, that the Executio- 
ners might either refuſe the Office, or be 
tird with their Conſtancy : That by 
ſuch aa Accident, ſome one of them 
Wav oY = might 


- 


£4) 


might be diſappointed of a glorious Ex- 
it, and. unfortunately parted from the 


reſt. The Poſſibility of ſuch an uncom- 
forrable Eſcape was an AfMitting Conli- 
deration; and *twas a fort of Puniſh- 
ment to be in danger of ſuffering no- 
thing. Their Diſcourſe to King Antzio- 
chu, when they were juſt at the point of 
Torture, 1s not a little remarkable. 


Antiochus, and the reſt of you that are 


preſent, give us leave to ſpeak to you ina 


few Words, before we are diſpatched, Goa, 
Who has created us, and to Whom we (hall 
quickly return, is the Sole Lord of the Uni- 
verſe: Moſes 7s the only Infallible Legiſla- 
tor. Well never renounce our Belief, and 
betray the Conltitution, tho? the Conſe- 
quences ſhould be never ſo formidable; tho? 
axother Antiochus,” more ſanguinary thas 
year ſelf, ſhould menace us with farther Ex- 
tremities, Our Conſtancy will be our Guard; 
and as long as we keep the Law of God, we 


are under 20 diſtruſt, of . Protection. To de/- 


piſe all Secular Advantages for the Honour 
of Religion, is what we glory in : The Wealth 
that we value, lies all in Hope and Prof- 
pect ; *tis lodg'd inthe other World, And 
we areafraid of nothing ſo much, as that wg 
ſhoald fear any thing more than God Almigh- 
8 BJ Thee, 
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a (4) 
Theſe, Sir, are the Arms, with which we 
enter the Liſts, *Tis again#t ſuch Comba- 
tants you have declar'd War, and engag's 
your ſelf, *Tis true, this World is pretty 
well farniſh'd with Agreable Amuſements . 
| Oar Country, our Relations, our Friends, 
the holy Solemnities, and Pomp of - our Tem- 
ple-Serwice, are entertaining enough : But all 
this is nothing to the Satisfaition of the Di- 
vine Favour, nothing to the Pleaſure of av« 
ing our Duty, nothing to the Honour of be- 
ing tormented for the Love of God. 

Whez this World is over with us, we ſhall 
be convey'd into another mach richer, nobler, 
and more laſting, than any thing that Ap- 

pears, The Heavenly TeraGlem is Our 
Country, properly ſpeaking : A Seat impreg. 
nable againſt Inſult : No Antiochus car 
_ ever beſtege, or carry the Place. The Patri- 
archs aud Prophets are our Friends ana Re- 
lations there: Thoſe who have ſet us ſuch 
brave Examples, and left ſuch admirable 
Rules for Piety and Conautt, As for this 
Temple, we can part with it without Re- 
gret: The Grandeur of the Court above! 
much more magnificent. The Quire and 
Conſort of Angels will prevent our longing 
for the Muſick of our ſolemn Feſtivals. 1 
fine, the Majeſty of God, ſo little under 


Rood by the moſt of Mankind, will be full if 
oo 2 = 


the Sea made way, and oped to dry Ground ; 


(5) 


play'd: And when His Glorious Nature comes 


farther into view, no Myſtery worth the 


knowing can lye conceald, 

Forbear then to tempt us with Trifles : Of- 
fers of Wealth and Honour ill-gotten, will 
a&er make Apoſtates of us. We anderſtand 
better than to overparchaſe at this rate, 

On the other ſide, Menacing will turn to as 
little account. We think our ſelves in 4 
condition to make you afraid, Be pleas d to 
conſider then, you ha'u't a few Comardly 
Princes to deal with: The Enterprize is more 


 difficalt than this comes to, Tou attempt to 


ſcale the Sky in effet; you outrage the 
Laws proclaim'd from Heaven, and written 
with the Finger of God Almighty : Tou at- 
tack the boly Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors, the 
Seven Brothers, who are ready to engage, with 
that Harmony, and Tnclination, as if they 
had but one Heart, and one Soul, among ſt 
them : Who make no doubt of baffling your 
Power, tranſmitting their Conqueſt to future 
Ages, and ſtamping a Diſerace apon your 
Memory. 

We are deſcended from thoſe, and bred to 
their Principles, who ſabſiſted upon Mira- 
des; who had diſtinguiſhing Directions of 
Fire, and Clouds, to guide them in their 
March : For whoſe proteftion, the Waves of 


the 


the Rivers and the Sun ſtopp*d their courſe ; 
the Sky rain'd Manna ; Lions and fiery Fur- 
naces have left untouch'd; who, by the Poree 
of their Prayers, have routed numerous Ar- 
mies, and defeated powerful Princes : But, 
to ſay ſomething you are better acquainted 
with, we are Eleazar's Chilaren, of whoſe 
Fortitude, and Greatneſs, you have had ſuf- 
\fictent Proof. The Father has diſtinguiſh d 
himfelf firſt; his Sons wo'n't degenerate : 
| The brave Prieſt is dead with Honour, his 
Family will follow him. In earne#, you 
threatey us with Plenty of Torments, bat we 
| are ready to ſuffer more, Execationers, who 
hinders you from doing your Buſineſs * What 
makes you jo backward to put us to the tor- 
ture? Why do you wait for an acceptable Or- 
der ? For let it be never ſo rough, we ſhall 
like it. Where are the Chains and Sworas ? 
Toa cat be too quick in your Office. The 
Fire looks faint, make it bigger. Is ther: 
_ nothing fiercer than thoſe Tygers ? Bring 
them out if you have them. Strain your In- 
vention, and heohten the Tortare ;, let the 
King exert himſelf apon us, and ſhew hi 
Grandeur in puniſhing. I have lia 
fomewhat longer than the reſt, fays the Eldelt 
Maccabee, pray let me come firſt, and have 
the Privilege of my Birth. | deſire, lays 
the Youngeſt, you would take me, azd wes 
| | | $1? 


- 
» Wl tbe Regnrds of Time may be ſuſpended for 
" MW owe. Wh Z you delay the ſeizing us, fay 
* Wl all of them together ; it may be you think 


» WW Expedation. Unleſs you have ſomething 
a WW more frightfal in reſerve, you'll miſs your 
þ point , for depend on't, we deſpiſe what ap- 
| pears already, | 


'$ "Chis is their Addreſs to King Antio- 


's WI cas; their next Speech is to them-_ 


ſelves. 


After they had embrac'd each other 
with an Air of Pleaſure, as it the Con- 
telt had been over, and the Victory 


haſten to the Execution : The Kjng's Fury is 
now at the heipht : There's danger in delay : 
If bis Rape ſhould cool, the glorious Oppor- 
| tunity may he loſt. *Tis a pleaſant ſight to ſee 
Brothers live eaſily together, and correſpond 


| laſt Hazards for their Conference, and their 


| nor fail in our Reſolution : Let's behave our 


| dealing with thereſtl, Let's come forward to 
the 


we ſball change our note ; but that's aVain 


eain'd, they all cry*d out, Come or ; let's 


mith Union and Love ; But*tis a mach finer — 
thing to ſee them unanimous in running the 


| God, Let noneof us be overfond of living, 


| ſelves with that Firmneſs, that oz whichſoever 
| the Tyrant faſtens fierceit, he may deſpair of 


mm > 

the Combat with that Fortitude and” Concert, 

as if the Seven were but ſingle, andevery ſingle MM , 

Brother Seven. We ſhall be convey 19 } 

Mazſions of Bliſs , to our Father Bleazar, MW , 
and our brave Mother will follow with the 

ſame Advantage : And Jerulalem, our 4 
tive belov'd Town, will give ns an honoura- h 

ble Funeral, provided there's any thing left 

of us to be bury'd. Df EAT 


| _ Whea they were in the Executioner's 
Hands, their Mother, who ſtood by, 
had ſtrong counter Paſſions, and floated 
between b and Fear. She was tran(- 
ported to ſee all her Sons ſo refolv'd and 
magnanimous : And then anxious almoi 
to Death, for fear the Extremities of 
Pain, the Raking of the Torture 
_ might prove too much for them. Un- 
_ der theſe different Agitations of Mind, 
{ſhe mov*d from Place to Place, to pour 
in freſh Spirits, and harden their Cou- 
rage. She took her ſhare in the 
Action, gather'd up their Blood, and 
their Limbs; led up one to rhe Execu- 
tioner, and prepar*d another tor the 
ſame Service. She ſpoke aloud to them 
all; Courage, my Children; you behawve your 
ſelves as if you were all Soul, and your Þu- 
dies were foreign toyour Perſon. One Mc- 
; . ment 


[ 9] 
ment more, and the Vittory's our own, The 
Execationers flag, that's the only thing"] m 
afraid of. -A\ Minate further, and I'm the 
Happieſt Woman living. But it maybe you 
Wl are troubled. to part with me. I ſha'ntleave 
'* Wl jou, 1 give you myword for't.: I dowt like 
'- i ny Chilaren ſo little, ax tokeep at a diffunce 
RAN. bw.) ed. 8.059 
ſt Aﬀer ſhe ſaw them: Martyrs, and 
I dead,: her Sollicitude' was over: She 
brighten'd her Looks, difcover*d her.in- 
ward Satisfaction, and like a Conqueror. 
at the Olympick Exerciſes, congratulated 
her Happineſs, and. calPd* her felf rhe 
moi# Glorious Mother, I'm now, ſays fie, 
out of the reach of Danger : My Treafare, 
my Hopes, \the Comfort of my Age, are all 
lode*d: ſafe, conſecrated to God, and put into 
bis Hands. My dear Children, Pm fully r6- 
warded for. the: Care of \'your Education +1 
have ſeen'you all go noblythrough,, and'come 
of with Conqueſt about you. The Extcat io-' 
ners have aone us afavour< And I'muſt 
thank Antiochus for keeping me in reſerve 
for his Cruelty. MET DET SDL EY 
PII fall into no paſſionate Exceſſes apon the 
Occaſpon, nor ſhew ſo much as the cuſtomary 
Signs of Grief : Ill zeither difignre my 
Face, nor tear my Hair or my Cloaths : I'll 
make no loud Lamentation; Pm rejoluv'd not 
to ſhun the Light, nor lock my ſelf up in anz 
ET C Dark 


[10] 
Datk and Melancholy Retirement. Pl ſend 
for no Weeping Women, to: heighten the Af. 
fliction, and go deeper 4n the Mourning, Ill 
wait for no conddling . Viſits,” :not be diſconſo- 
| Late. ut Table, nor moiſten my \Bread with 
my Tears: Sarh Behavionr"ts fit for" none 


but Weak and Cowaraly Mothers, Mothers 


only by Labour, by Fleſh and Blood, and 
whoſe Children' were ſnatch'd tby. Diſeaſes, 
ani Common Death. i\.As for you my deareſt 
| Sons, jou are:far from being 'loſs t0'me, you 
fell a Sacrifice to:the Holy Law ; therefore 
Goa: has improv'd. your Being," and: now 
youre more Alive than'ever.. What remains 
for ave but tofollow \and aye gloriouſly by your 
Example? 1 beg of .you, 'craeb-Printe, ſend 
me the ſame Way into the Other World, 
don't let me. be parted from my Children, let 
our Blood. be mixt,. und our \mangled Limbs 
laid together : At the loweſt, don't djoin us 
inour Aſbes, nor envy the ſame Grave to 
the Dead, who bad the ſame Faith, and Reſo- 
tation, loing. wavy) n wo ok hy 


». A *% 4% 
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The Barghers of Treves addreſs the Roman 
Emperors for Publick Diverſions ſoon after 
.. the Town had:been taken by Storm. They 


 +.are reprimanded by Salvian: for this ver) 


; Unſeaſonable Application. $4 
LNG o After 


ſar): 


A Fter ſome Expoſtulation ſpent upon 


kd the Occaſion, ' this Father comes 


| cloter to the Point. Tou langeuiſh it ſeems, 


ſays hes for the Entertainments of the Cir-" 


Salvian, 
Lib. vi. de 
Provid. 


cus! And in what condition and circum: TheExerci- 
ſtance of Time do you do this? Maſt it bel*s of the 


# 


| 
| , 
| when the publick Calamity'i 5 freſh upon you o/ Ircus 


much Blood and Deſolation, ſuch Scenes 
Ravage and Ruin ? 'This is Folly of a moſt 


deplorable ſize; nothing can be' more fright= 


Misfortune had reach d your Head, and ſo far 
rifled-yoar Sewſes,- +0005 HS RSS 
lou apply to the Court that the Circus may 


Were Box- 


When your Liberty is lo#t, "and your Effects ing, wreſt- 
plunder'd? Can ſuch s Fancy appear after ſo" Fer: 


ing, Horſe 


Of racing, &C, 


ful than ſuch Sallies' of Diſtrattion. T'con- 
feſs, 1 believ*d your Condition very ſad, and 
that you lay ander the laſt Extremities: But 
by petitioning for Diverſions, TI find you are. 
much more unhappy than 'T imagin'd: I 
thought you had only ſuffer'd in your Privi- 
leges and Eſtates, I'was not apprehenſive the 


entertain you as formerly: But I beg of yoa, 

for what ſort of People, for what Town do you 
4% WW ſolicit ? Why, for a TOWN BuRNT and DE- 

STROT?D, for: a People either RILLd or 


nan MW BEGGAR?'D ; of which the greateit part are 


jter i aiſpatch*d,; andthe refit overladenwith Sorrow 


They Wl «1d Diftreſs. Indeed, the Affliction #rikes ſo 
ver) Wl aeep into choſe that have eſcap*d, that the Fate 
of the Deaa ſeems preferable to the Living. 


tter C2 However 


"£88 
py. However, you want to ſee theſe fine Shews ! 
Pray tell. me, what Ground have you for your 
1ryals of Skill to appear on? Muſt the Prizes 
be. play'd upon the Rubbiſh and Ruins of the 


. 
LY 


_— wi City? Muit the Chariot Wheels be painted 


parrof - math. Humane Blood, and drive over the 
"In ſhort, what Place of the Town is there 
+ Without {ene aſe Marks of the Stepe upon 
tt ? Where can you-go without meeting with 

Specs cles of Carnage, with dead Bodies may- 

led and lopp'd ? Terror and Images of Death 
look'you in the Face in every > rb Re. 
mains of the unfortunate Burghers are now la- 
wanting over the Graves of their Friends who 
periſh'd in the Aſſault ; and yet you are adareſ- 
frag for Entertatnments. ; The Streets are all 
ſmoking azd laid in; Aſhes, aud every thing 
calls for the. deepeit - Mourning aud Grief, 
hawever, . oa .canngt.; forbear putting\0n 4 
Cay Humour, and reſigning. your. ſelves to 
Satisfaition.ThePatience of Gad muſt be (pent 
with theſe ſcandalous. Purſuits of Pleaſure. 
In earne#, 1 dou't wonder ſo. many frightful 
Mzggort unes bavehapper'd. to you : And ſince 
tbe Carrying. .your./Town rhrice' by the 


Enemy, has-not. mended yqur Manners, 


you delerye.-anpther S$torming,.' to bs 


% 


The " Plague h 
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5 "s 


aving broke out in ſeveral 
Countries of the Roman Empire, and 
raging particularly in Egypt, and othels 
- Parts of Africa," St. Cyprian enaea- 
_ wours to fortify the Chriſtians again# 
O_o 5 TTS 
 Mybeloved Brethres,  _ 
FT HO” the greateſt part of you ſtand tie. 
3 firmin your Faith, unqueſtion'd 
'n your Fortitude, and fervent in your 
Devotion ; ſuſtain the. Shock with reli- 
ious Bravery, and are more improv?d, 
than conquer'd by ' Temptations ; yet 
being ſenſible that ſome of the Lawy, ei- 
ther thro* Poornefs of Spirit, Slender 
Belief, Love of the World, or miſtaken 
Opinions, ſink under the Approach or 
Danger, and don't exert to the heſt ad- 
vantage; I rhought 1t proper not to be 
filent on the Occaſion, but uſe my en- 
deavour to awaken their Courage, and 
diſcharge the Niceneſs of their Temper. 
That he who has dedicated himſelf to 
the Service of Chr/#, may be true to the 
Engagement, and live ſuitably to ſo ho- 
nourable a Profeſſion. For, my dearly 
Beloved, he that has renounc*d the Sins 
and Vanities of the World, taken the 
F.£LD, as it were, for God Alwghty, 
." 


De M orbd- 


[ 14 ] 
and reaches chiefly after Heaven and 
Immortality, ſhould. conſider. that we 
ought not to, de-{pond. at a Dark. Prof. 

R tremble when: the.Storm comes, 
Nor be backward to obey a Summons 'in- 
| to,the other World. For our Bleſſed 
Lord has arm'd His Church againſt the 
 Incurlion of rheſe formidable Evils, and 
torerold War, and Famine, Earthquakes, 

and | PeFtilence, in. djvers Places, And 

that we might not be ſurpriz'd with un- 
look?d-for Adverlity..; that our Conſtan. 

_ cy might not be ſhaken with unexpetted 
errors; He has let us know that theſe 
melancholy things will -have quicker re- 

turns When the. World draws near toan 

End. , Don't you, {ee theſe Predictions 

Sever fare accompliſh'd ?And when whar was 
Ea foretold 1s come to. pals, the things which 


gb-rs | 


* 


. ,are Promis'd muſt ſueceed. Our, Lord 
mower * Himſelf has expreſly declar'd, When ou 
would be ſee all theſe things come to paſs, know ye that 


quickly * ;he Kingdom of. God, is nigh at hand. Be- 
a Ed. JGR TODD TEL DOI fr © 

Luk. xxi. foved, the Kingaom of God. is nigh at hand. 

The Privilege of Immortality ; the Re 

gaining of Paradiſe; the Happineſs of 

Heaven; are approaching : . Naw this 

tle Satisfactions make room for Great 

ones, and Time. refign, to Eternity. 

__ And whocan be anxious at the ExpeCta- 

PSU Bot? 0m eot mere 


| _ C9) 
i I tion «of ſuch Change ?. Who can be de- 
e I jcaedat the Qpening'/ſo glorious a Scene, 
- Wl unleſs'thoſe who aredefettive in Chriſtian 
, [Wl Preparations, -andchave nothing of Faith... 
- EE or Hope about: them ? ? Tis for them: to be 
1 Wl afraidi'of dyii 


ing,.who are loath to:go to 

e on ind whoarethoſe, but ſuchas al- 

d Il moſtdeſpair of reigning with Him? ? Tis 

s, I written the! Fat {ball live by Faith. If yeh. x. 
d Il therefore you-are a.Ju# Perſon, if you 


1- I believe in goodearneſt; it the Promiſes 
1» WH of God -have made a due impreſſion ; 
d WM why areyou not: glad ro be calPd-to a 


refidence with-our Saviour, and that the 


e- MW Devilcan ſollicit you no longer ? That 

in Ml juſt [Man Simeon, having a Revelation 

ns I that he :ſbould not 'dye,. till he had ſeen, the Es 
as MW los Chriſt: ; When our Saviour was arab 
ch WW brought''into. the: [Temple, he law the 

rd MM Prediftion/ was . tulfilld, and thac he 

ou Wl ſhould:dye quickly after. Upon this he 

vat {Mrcjoic!d-ro find himfelf fo near his Diflo- 

3e- MWiution, rook the Mefzah in his Arms, and 

1d, Ming God, broke 1 out in this Exulta- 

\e- Wtion ;; Lord now letteft Thou Thy Servant de- 


: part © i. Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen Thy 
his {Salvation : Giving us to underſtand, that 
.it- MW tis then the Servants of God are well. 
eat Wttled in Peace, and. Tranquility, when 
ity. Miley have rid out the Storms of Lite, 
a- Wand Death conveys them coImmortality. 
1 Eg We 


wiſh to 


( 16 J 
We muſt _-. the Winds willrattle 
and the Waves run high, till we! have 


madethe: Port of the: Other World; '?Ti; 


_ . there only we can 'be pefeftly ſecure, 
and ſhelrer*d from Tempeſt. | What do 
we_ meet! with here but-RuMe'and Dji- 
fturbance? Are we'not conſtantly forced 
to. enter 'the Liſts, and combat'the De- 
- vil? -\' Does: he not make 'War' without 
_ Ceſſation? And is always upon'Strata- 
gemn'or Attion? We have Avarice and 
Licentiouſneſs; Anger and Ambition, to 
conceſt with : "Tlie Temptations of the 
World, the Murtinies'-of Fleſh: and 
Blood, give continual Alarm and Dil. 
quiet. "And when one. Vice loſes 
ground, *tis reinforc'd byahother .: The 
Enemy is not without his Reſerves, freſh 
Succours are pour'd in, and the'Fight 
renew*d. For Inſtance,  Would:not the 
Heathens fright you to Blaſpherhy, and 
make you ſwear Ke rhe Genius: of the 
Emperor ? T1: 
And lince we are "thus furroanded 
with — er and Perſecution, can we 
ftay longer in ſuch' a Poſt, 


and be fond of Blows and Battering ? Is 
it not much better to be impregnable 1n 
our Situation, to retire to the New! Fers- 
ſalem, ' and lye under the'ProteRtion of 
Heavent? . Who would not defire the 
Paſl- -port 


| 


by = . "A ; Wb. | 


| 


1s 


Paſſ-port of Death, to be convey'd to ſo 
happy a Security ? Our Saviour plainly 
told His Diſciples what Uſage they were 
to. meet with here. Yerily, verily, 1 ſay John xvi 
anto you, that ye ſhall weep and lament, but 
the World ſhall rejoice and ye ſhall be ſorrows 
ful ; bat your Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy. 
And now 'who wou'd not be glad to 
ſtand clear of' Sorrow ? Who wou'd not 
make haſte to Innocence and Pleaſure? 
And when this happy State ſhall com-_ 
mence, our Saviour ha: inform?d- us, 1 
will ſee you again, and your Heart [ball re- 
Joice, and your Foy no Man takes from you. 
Now Since in:the Preſence of Chri# is the 
Fulneſs of Joy ; and it can't be expeCted 
till we are admitted thither; what 
Shortneſs of Thought, whar DiftraCtion 
is it, to weep over Adverlity by Choice, 
and be in love with Pain and Puniſh- 


= ' i 
, L 
: d 
F [ 1 
bi.) 8 
wo | #5 
$$1/% 
IEL$ 
» : i 4 Y: 
17 TR 
s i? 
F* 
2+ FE 
» obs 4 
i $85 
87.4 6 
, » 


\ , © aw 


' ment; and not rather make all the ſpeed 


we. may to thole Joys which cannot be 
taken from us ? Whence can all this pro- 
ceed, but from Lack of Faith, and 
Weakneſs of Pr inciple ? God has ex- 
preſly declar?'d, that Death ſhall open a 
Paſſage to a bleiſed Eternity; and yet 
we have Doubts and Diftidence about 
us. What 1s thi: bur to bea Stranger to 
the Divine Attributes, to diltrult the 


Fromuſes of our Saviour ; to failin the 


D we Main 


(18 3 
Main Requiſites of a Chri#ti/an, and turn 
Infidel ina Soctety of Believers? What an 
Advantage *tis to take leave of the World 
', we may learn from theſe Words of our 
id. Saviour, If ye loud me you would rejoice, 
becauſe T ſaid, 1 go to the Father. From 
whence we may collect we ſhould be ra- 
ther glad, than much troubled, when 
our dear Friends are taken' from us. | 
Upon this Perſuaſion the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
Philip. i- thus to the Philippians, To me to live is ; 
Chriſt, axd to dye 15 Gain, He reckons it 
the Greateſt Advantage to be tree rom WW 
_ the Snares of the Devil, the Preſſures of ; 
Lite, and the Frailties of humane Na- 7 

rure. EHLELET TY 

But ſome of you it ſeems are trou- ; 
ſ\ 
C 
V 
W 


bled that the Mortality ſhould ſpread 
without Diſtin&tion, and ſeize the Chri- 
Ftians : Asita Man turn'd Chriitiaz to be 
privileg*d from Adverſity, and enjoy the 
World with Exemption: And not ra- 
ther to have Hardſhip only in Hand, and WW l: 
Happineſs 1n Proſpe&t. What wonder 
IS it if weare viſited with the Plague no 
Teſs than the Hearthey ? Our Creed is no 
Prefervative again{t Diſeaſes: Our Bo- 
dies are not fortiſy*d by being Baptiz'd, 
BG makes no ſuch Alteration in the 
Conſtitution; our Nature is the fame 
with that of Izfidels : And as long as we Þ 
__ =, es have Þ 


54% 


( 19) 
have the ſame Fleſh and Blood with 
other People, we mult be ſubjeU to the 
fame Mistortunes. *Tis true, we ought 
not to have a Heathen Mind, but a Hea- 
thes Body is not to be avoided. There- 
fore tzll this Corruptible ſhall have put on 
Tacorraption, and this Mortal ſhall pat on In 
mortality, we mut be contented to go on 
with the reſt of Mankind, and take our 
ſhare in the common Calamities. We 
live all under one Sun and Moon, and 
'tis in vain to expect a Particular In- 


fluence. Thus when the Seaſons are 


barren, and the Earth yields no Increaſe, 
the Famine goes through, and makes no 
Difference on the Quality of Perſons: 
Thus when a Town 1s inveſted, and ta- 


ken by Storm, Wealth and Liberty are - 


iwept away, and the Ruin 1s univerſal. 
Drought, when it comes, burns up one 
Man's Field as well as another : And 
when a Ship runs upon a Rock, a Paſlen- 
jerk good Perſuaſion will hardly protect 
um trom the Fate of the relt. Fevers, 
Gouts, and all other Diſeaſes, find us out 
no leſs than other People. And as we 
carry the common Nature, we muſt cx- 
pect to be equally expos'd, and feel the 

Infirmities belonging toi. 
Further, if a Chri#1ian recollects the 
Tenor of his Religion, he'll underſtand 
ad he Eh 991 
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more rough Accidents are likely to at- 
tend him, than other People : For the 
Devil will be more vigilant to make his 


aſſault. And that we may be the better 


- Upon our guard, the Son of Syrach gives 

| Featus, 55, Excellent advice : My Sor, if thou come 
to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy Soul for Temp- 
tation ——= Set thy Heart aright, and con- 
ſtantly endure, and be patieat when thou art 
changed to a Low Eftate, For Gold is tryed 

 #n the Fire, and acceptable Men in the Far- 
pace of Adwverſity, Thus Abraham and 
Job. i- Job went through very ſevere 'Tryals, 
without Deſpondence or Complaint. 

"Tis the Cuſtom and Character of Holy 
Men, and no more than their Duty too, 

to refign to Providence, and bear Ad- 
verlity with Reſolution. The Jews tre- 
quently faild in this Point, and were 


People brought upon themſelves by their 
Impatience were written for our example : 

And therefore we are precaution'd by 

+ Cor. x. the Apoltle or to murmur, as ſome of them 
 murmura, and were defliroy'd of the De- 
ſtrojer, The Hardſhips the [/raelites ſul- 
fer'dat their Coming out of Egypt were 
delign'd for Diſcipline. This Moſes tells 
Deut,viii, them they are nor to forget : Thos ſhal! 
remember all the Way which the Lord thy 

God led thee theſe Forty Tears, ia the Wil- 

PEE | derne(s, 


puniſh'd tor'rt. The Judgments theſe 


( 21 ) 
derneſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee; 
to know what was in thine Heart ; whether 
thou wouldeſt keep His Commandmentsor ao. 
And He humbled thee, and ſuffer'd thee to 
bunger. Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in thy 
Heart, that as a Man chaſtess his Son, ſo th 
Lord thy God chaſtens thee, Beloved, the 
Fear of God, and the Expectations of 


Livelihood and Eſtates; if we lye un- 
der the Anguiſh of acute Diſeaſes ; if 
our neareſt Relations are ſnatch'd from 
us; we ſhouid look on theſe things as 


is thus rough we ſhould not ſtumble, bur 
ſtand the firmer. A Chri#ay 1s not to 
faint, and give in, but ſhew his Strength 
in the Struggle : *Tis his part to deſpiſe 


| the preſent Trouble, in Hopes of the 


tutureReward ; the Battel precedes the 


| Victory of courſe ; and Honour muſt be 


earn'd betore *tis beftow?d : ?Tis a Storm 


| that diſcovers the Ma#er's Skill, and a 
Fight is the beſt Tet of a Soldier's Va- 
| lour : He that has not look*d Danger in 
| the face can pretend to nothing without 
| Vanity: To ſtand the Shock is the 
| Proot of Courage : A Tree deep-rooted 
| will bear the Streſs of a Tempeſt, and a 
Ship well ribb'd may be batter?d, but 


not 


another Life, ought to prepare us againſt 
whatever happens. It we loſe our 
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1 
not bor*d, by the Waves. And toquit 


_ the Illuſtration, neither Watching, nor : 
Fajting, Cold nor Nakedneſs, Llntamy 

nor Scourging, Shipwrack nor D»»ge0n, Ml *: 

2 Cor. x- Perils by Water, nor Perils by Land, c:oa1d c 


_ diſcourage Saint Paul from executing his V 
Miſſion : No, his Strength was made per- p 
fect in Weakneſs ; in all theſe things he was q 
more than Conqueror. Whea Sicknels, or S: 


«All. | 
Sk Famine, Ravage, and Deſolation, ruſh W 
in, then the Force of the Mind, the Vi- I ; 
gour of good Principles, are throughly W -- 
examin'd; then, it we continue firm and < 
_ faithful, we ſhall receive the Crown. In ba 
Ne this is the Difference between us > 


Chriitiavs, and the relt that know not WM 
God :. They murmur, and complain b 
loudly, when Misfortune lies upon MW. 
them ;, whereas a Calamity has no ſuch W \1 
effect upon us: The Blow does not beat WW 
as off our Duty: We rather riſe upon W 6, 
the Oppoſition, and tftand the ſtronger. Po 
To inltance 1n the preſent Caſe, When 
Diſeaſes are let looſe ; when the Craſis of "Y 
Blood 1s ſpoil'd, and the Humours turn 
hoſtile upon Life : When the Bowels are 
excoriated, and the Conſtitution carry'd 
off in a Flux: Whea the Rage oi the 
Maligaity breaks out in burning Tu 
mours: When the, Veins are ftrain'd, 
and the. Stomach batrer'd with voinit- 
ing : 


fs ( 23) 
ing: When the Eye-Balls {ſtart with 
Blood and Inflammation: When the Ve- 
nom ſhoots to the Extreme Parts, mor- 
ties a Foot, or a Hand, and brings 
ſome of the Patients ro Amputation : 
When the Diſeaſe diſables, where it 
does not kill: When the Organs are 
ſhatter*d, the Motion cramp?®d, and the 
Senſes either maim'd, or extingui{h'd : 


When this furious Aſſault is made, the 


Chriftian maintains his ground ; his Fazth 
is diſtinguiſh'd in the Combat, and 
ſhines brighter thro' the Danger. Now 
what Force and Fortitude 1s it to.ma- 
nage boldly at ſuch a Time; and to grap- 
ple with Diſeaſes and Death, under all 
theſe formidable Appearances ? What ſu- 
perlative Courage | What Greatneſs of 
Mind | Not to link with the reſt of the 
World, but {tand upright 1a the midſt of 
Ruin! And when we are aflign'd this 
Polt of Honour, when our Faith 1s thus 
nobly put to the proof, we ought rather 
to count the Exerciſe a Favour, to careſs 
the Occaſjon, and bleſs God for the Op- 
portunity : For now we are working out 
our Salvation, in no Ordinary Inſtance, 
marching in the Narrow Way, and our Sa- 


viour has told us what Refreſhment we 


ſhall find at the End on't. Let thoſe be 
atraid of dying who are Strangers 10 the 
c oVenants 


| Eph = ""R 


Ln... | 
Covenant of Promiſe ; who have no In- 
tereſt in the Croſs and Paſſion of Chriz, I - 
but paſs from.the Firſt Death to the S-. MW 
cond : Let thoſe be afraid of dying, who Wl 
were never boru of Water and the Spirit, i 
who are doom®d to the Torments of  / 
Hell, to thoſe Fires that burn tor ever: , 
Tis true, to ſuch People Life is a Ref- ( 
 pite from Torture, and may reaſonably 
be defir'd; but God be thank'd, this is Ml * 
not our Caſe. A great many of the þ 


Faithful dye *tis granted ; that 1s, a' great 


many of them are gor clear of an 11|-na. 
turd World. That which is the Plague © 
to Jews and Pagazs, 1s properly ſpeaking t 
a Deliverance to the Servants of God. R 
 ?Tis not deny'd, Believers and I1rfiae!, 7 
are ſwept away with the V7ſration, g 
but tho? their Death is undiſtinguiſh'd, tl 
their furure Condition is not ſo. Thi 


Righteous are calPd off to Retreſhment; 
the Wicked are dragg'd to Execution: 
Protection comes ſooner to the one, and th 
Puniſhment to the other. fl 
Beloved, we don't think far enough up- FE 
on what lies before us ; we are really un- g 
grateful to the Divine Bounty; and ſeemſſ ** 
inſenſible of the preſent Advantage. * 
Let's look over the different States and ** 
Circumſtances of thoſe in the Church:F © 
The Virgins go off with Safety and Hop ©" 
Nour 


1 up- 
y ul 
{ſeem 
tage. 


and 


irc: 


1 Hop 
our 
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nour : The Menaces of Aztichrist, Pa- 
gan Abuſe, and Haling to the Srews, is 
no more the Obje&t of their Fear. 


Children ſtop ſhort of Slippery Ground, 


eſcape the Temptations of Youth, and 
receive the Rewards of Innocence. 


Now, the Gentlewoman that has been 


tenderly bred, is no more afraid of 
Cruelty and Outrage : By this expedi- 
tious Diſpatch ſhe is carry'd out of 
Danger, and cover'd from a rough Exe- 


cutioner. By the Terror of the Mortali- 


ty the Zeal of the Lukewarm is kindled, 


the Negligent are better recollected, and 


the Lazy awaken'd, to Action ; the 
Revolters return with Remorſe,: and the 
Heathens take Shelter in the Church ; 
the Vereran Chriitians are diſcharg*d, and 
thoſe new lied better prepar'd tor the 
Enemy : The Plazae has diſciplin'd their 
Limbs, and harden'd cheir Courage. 
Beſides, there's one Circumſtance in 
this /iſitatioz of no Ordinary Significan - 
cy, how frightiul foeveriit may appear: 
For does 1t not examine the Inſide 


effetually, and bring the Mind to the 


Touch ? Are not the Thoughts and Tem- 


| pers of Mea laid open in a great mea-_ 


lure? Is it nor eaſy now to diſcern whe- 
ther the Healthy are diſpos'd toaſhit the 


Sick ?. Whether People have any Ten- 


E . deraeſs 
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derneſs for their Relations? Whether 
Maſters treat their Servants with Pity, 
and due Regard? Whether Phyſicians 
don't deſert their Patients, grow deaf to 
 Importunity, and leave them to ſtruggle 
 withthe Diſeaſe ? Whether the Savage 
and Quarrelſome will ſmooth their 
Roughneſs, and temper their Paſſion ? 
Whether the Image and Approach of 
Death can make the Covetous drop his 
Inclination, looſen his Graſp, and grow 
cool in his cuſtomary Purſuits ? Whe- 
ther the Proud will bend to the Judg- 
ment, Knaves ſuffer Conſcience to re- 
vive, and Libertines grow modett and 
reſerv'd ? And laſtly, whether the Rich 
will open their Hand, and relieve the 
Poor, when their Relations are gone, 
and there's no Heir to weaken their 
Charity? And waving other Conſidera- 
tions, Chriitians may receive great Bene- 
fit by the Mortality, trom what 'm going 
to mention : For by teaching us an In- 
difference for Life, we begin to be am- 
 birious of Martyrdom. "There's more 
of Exerciſe than Fuzeral in theſe Calami- 
ties; they improve the Vigour of thc 
Mind, lead 'to a Contempt of Death, 
and make way to Happineſs and Glory. 
Bur I foreſee what I now touch 01 
may be turn'd to an Objection : Some 
ES ” _ Chriztias 
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Chriftian may probably aniwer, I had 
prepared for Perſecution, and engag*d my Life 
to the Stake : And now I'm afraid my Reſolu- 
tion will come to nothing, and that the 


Plague may ſnatch me from Martyrdom. I 
This is the moit Aflictting Conſideration. i" 

To this I reply in the firit place, That on 
Martyrdom: is an Honour at God's dif- = 
poſal, and not in the power of Man: Fl 
The Digaity of ſucha Death is, it may fot 
be, more than you deſerv'd, and there- ' 
fore you can't properly ſay you loſt it: _ | 
Beſides, God, Who./earches the Reins and [19 
the Heart, and looks into the Retire- hi 
ments of the Soul, rakes notice of your -" 
Fervour, and commends your holy Pur- jr 
poſe, and will reward your Readineſs 7h 
tor the Laſt Proof. For where Confeſſion \ 
*15hx*'d, and Martyrdom reſolv'd, the , * S*fore {Þ 
Intention will be crown'd, tho? the Ns Mer J 
Matter goes no further : For *tis one ſtrates. ik 
thing to want the Wl, and another the :- 
Opportunity for Martyrdom. ?Tis nat it 
our Blood, but our Faihand our Forti- i 
tude, which God requires: Neither i 


Abraham, Iſaac, nor Jacob, loſt their 

Lives for Religion ; and yet their Fazth 

ana exemplary Probuty has given them , |... 

the Firſt Rank among the Patrriarchs, juttitiz 

and made them as it were a Stand in Pa- Merits. 

radiſe for Happy Spirits to repair to. 
ceSanecthut ua - > 
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*Tis God's Wl, and not our owz, we 
ſhouid deſire to be 4oze, according to the 
Prayer our Saviour has taught us. Whar 
prepoſterous Perverſenels 15 it topray the 
Will of God may be done,and yet not reſign 
to His Orders, when He calls us out of 
the World ! Like Refractory Slaves we 
{truggle and hang back, difreliſh the 
Summons, and mult be dragg'd to our 
Maſter : For *tis Neceflity, not Choice, 
that brings us before Him : And yet we 
oxpett the Honour of the Place, tho? we 
come never ſo unwiliingly Thither. To 
what purpoſe do we pray that God 
would haftea His Rin2dom, ii this World 
!1as {eiz'd our Fancy ? If we had rather 
live within the DeviPs Juriſdiction, than 
reign with Chri#t ?. wade 

And "that the Mercy of ſuch a Call, 
and the Gractoutnels of Providence, may 
be further diſcover*d, T'll relate you a 
remarkable Inftance. A Reverend Bro- 
ther of my Order, worn up with Age 
andInfirmities, and juſt within the fight 
of Death, pray'd for a Reſpite : Upon 
this, a Young Perſon, of Majeſtick Air, 
and a Stature.above mortal Men, ap- 
peard; and in a reprimanding unpleas'd 
manner told him, Tow are af#aid of ſuf- 
fering, and yet loath to retire; what can! 


do with you * "The Reproaf' of this illu- 


{trious 
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{trious Viſion was given him to Report ; 
and more tor our fakes, than his own : 


For he was, as .it were, upon the Laſt 
Inch, and ſtepping into Eternity. And 
to go further than a ſingle Relation, how 
often has it been reveaPd to me (the 
Leaſt and Loweſt of God's Servants) to 


give publick and frequent warning, not 


tolament and grow inconfolable, at the 
parting with our Chriſtiaz Friends, fince 
we are afſur'd they are not loſt, but ſent 


off; they are only embark'd for the 


ſame Voyage, a little before us. Thus 
we ſhou'd wiſh to rejoin them, but not 
mourn their Abſence : By Exceſles of 
this kind we run into plain Inconſiſten- 


cy, and lye expos'd to the Heathen's Re- 


proof, We ſay our Brethren are gone to 
God, and dye only 1n one Place to live 
in a Better: And yet we regret their 
[caving us, as if they were pertealy un- 


done, or dropt into nothing. Is not 


this an Argument of a Slender Faith ? 
Does not our Practice diſſerve our 


Preaching? Don't we talk one thing and 
think another ? This is the way to fink 


the Credir of our Religion, and make 
Infidels conclude our fine Sentences are 


| but Pretence, and our Hopes only Viſio- 
nary and Romantick. To pur up high 
| Claims, and manageas if we renounc'd 


them; 
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them; to. be brave in Diſcourſe, and lit- 

_ tle in Action, © at nothing : We 

*  ſhou'd remember how much the Apoſtle 

-. . diſapproves this Behaviour : I world pot, 
r Thell. he. have oBorant. Brethr Z 
| ays he, have you ignorant, Brethren, con 
cerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorroy 

not, even as others which have. no Hope, 

For if we believe that Jeſus dyd and roſe 
again, even ſo thens alſo which ſleep in Je- 

{us, will Goa bring with him. Has not 

our Saviour a{ſur'd us of His Goodneſs, 

John ii, and Omnipotency ; I am, fays He, the 
Reſurrefion and the Life : Fe that believes 

in Me, tho* he were dead, yet ſhall he live: 

And whoſatver lives and believes in Me, (hall 

pever dhe. It we believe in Chriſt, let 

us take His Word, and rely on His Pro- 

miſe, and go to Him with Alacrity and 
Pleature. . To dye, in plain Language, 

is but to grow immortal: And beſides, 

we can't have Both Worlds together : 

We mult quit the one before we can en- 

joy the other. In ſhort, our Diflolution 
removes us to Eternity, and there's more 

of Journey than Deach, in the Paſlage. 

Who would nor make halite to a No- 

bler Condition ? Who would not be glad 

to be transform'd ro a Divine Retem- 
blance, 'and be happy and grear, as ſoon 

- pkz;r3y, 53: A8 ?t1s poſſible ? Our Copverſation, ſays 5. 
"Paul, is in Heaven, from whence alſo we 
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look for the Lord eſis Chriſt, Who ſhall 
change our wile Body, that it may be fa- 
L ſpion'd like anto His Glorious Body. And our 


CH 


CTY 


- Saviour has promis'd no leſs when He 


made this Prayer to God the Father for 


given Me, be with me where I am, that they 

may behold the Glory which Thou haſt given 
me. And whena Chri#1an is calld into a 
Station of Honour, to the Glories of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, ris not decent to 
lament and carry Signs of Sorrow alon 

with him : It rather becomes him to reſt 
firmly on the Promiſes of God, to meet 
Death with Reſolution, and preſs for- 
ward to fo great an Advancement, We 
may learn from the Holy Sczipture that 
Enoch was tranſlated becauſe he pleas'd God. 

To be remov'd from an Infectious 


| God. 'And as the Wiſdom of Solomon 
| expreſſes it, The Righteous was jpeedily t4- 
| key away, left Wickedneſs ſhoald alter his 
Unaderſlanding. Thus the devout Soul in 
the Pſalmiſt ſhews an ardent Delire to 


ble are Thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! 
My Soul bs a defire and longing toenter into 
the Courts of the Lord, When the World 
careſſes a Man, flatters his- Follies, and 
teeds his Senſuality, ris the leſs wonder 
Bo £0 


World was the Rewara of pleaſing 


us: Father, I will that they whom 'Thou haſt John XVil- 


Gen. v. 


Heb. xi» 


Wiſd. ir. 


be admitted into the Preſence : How amia-"! [xxxiv. 


bh - (E323) 
' to find him loath to leave it : But for 4 
Chriſtian who receives nothing but rough 
Uſage, why ſhould he be fond of (tay. 
ing where he is hated, and abus'd ? 
Why ſhould heinot rather chule to gy 
to his Redeemer That loves him ? And 
if the World ſhould ſmile and grow 
triendly, ?tis dangerous to return the Aft- 
_ feCtion. Saint John givesa loud warning 
for fear we ſhould be ſurpriz'd with 
Pleaſure, and entangled in the Animal 
Life: Love not the World, neither th: 
things that are #u the World; if any Maz 
loves the World, the Love of the Father i; 
.z0t in him, For all that is in the World, 
. the Luft of the Fleſh, the Laſt of the Eyes, 
ana the Pride of ' Life, is not of the Fi- 
ther, . but is of the World ; and the Worls 
aſſeth away, and the Lats thereof, bat ht 
that does the Will of God abiaeth for ever. 
My beloved Brethren, let us liveby 
the Apoltle's Exhortation : Let us keep . 
our Inclinations diſengaged, ſhew ou: Il ** 
Faith by our Works, exert with Retolu- WF - 
- tion, and reſign to the Divine Pleaſure. I -** 
Let ns look Death in the Face without I * 
Diſmay, and think only on the conlc- by 
quent Immortality. Let us not be over- hi 
ſet with Grief for the Loſs of , out 
Friends; and when our own. Day 
comes, let us welcome the Notice, and 
; quit 


i John ii. 


S800. 
4 W Quit with Satisfaction. And as Chri- 
| Fians ought always to be thus dif. 
'- MY pos'd, fo. now the Motives are more 
prevalent and particular: Now I fay, 
5 W when the World ſeems ready to fink, 
and lyes all in Storm and Convulſion, 
Whea Terrible things are in fight, and 
Worſe expected, what can be more 
acceptable than a ſpeedy Diſcharge ? 
Tf: your Houſe was old and decay'd; 
if the Timbers were rotten, the Walls 
ſhatter*d, and the Root ready to tum- 
ble, would you not be glad to get out 
as ſoon as you could? If when you 
are upon the Seas, you ſhould be bat- 
terd with a Tempeſt, and in danger 
of being wreck'd, wow'd you not put 


into the next Port with all Expedi- F 
: tion? Look abroad then ; the Creation . | 
-by totters, the Frame of Nature is unbra- "i 
eep ced, and the World's not only old, i 
our i nt, agonizing: And have you nos . | 
olu- reaſon to bleſs God for being reſcued þs 
ure. irom ſuch diſmal Events, and that Life 
out I > . Dot lengthen'd for a ſhare in the 
nſe. | opiverſal Ruin? Beloved, we ſhould 
ver- Irequently conſider we have diſclaim'd 
ur World; and that here we are but 
Day Gueſts, and Foreigners. Let that Day 
bp be joyfully entertain'd, when we ſhall 
quit all be convey'd home, and ſettled in 


F our 


FIG 
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our proper Dwelling : When we ſhall 
eſcape the Snares of a Dangerous 
World, furmount Temptation; and 
when Pain ſhall give place to Paradiſe. 


What Traveller 1s not glad to ſee an 


End of his Fatigues, to recover his old 


Friends, and return to his native 


Country ? Now. Paradiſe is our Coun- 
try, and the Patriarchs our- Anceſtors 
are there : Why then don't we haſt- 
en to fee the one, and falute the 
other ? There's no ſmall numbers of our 


intimate Friends, . of our Parents, of 


our near Relations, are longing for 


our Coming: Secure of their own 


Condition, but _concern'd for ours, 
What Congratulation! What mutual 
Tranſport muſt be the Conſequence ot 
{uch a Meeting! What a Pleature mult 
it be to live always in ſuch benevo- 
lent Society, in fuch impregnable and 
glorious, Circumſtances ! To be under 


no _Apprehenſzons of Decay or Dillolu- 


10n ;. to have Happineſs and Immorta- 
lity incorporated, and dwell togerher' 
There's the - glorious Company of th: 
Apoſiles, the, goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro 
pbets,. the noble Army of Martyrs, now 
crown'd. for, their Service and Suffer- 


ing. There arezthe triumphant Vir- 


gins Who paſs 4 by the Amuſement 
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of this groſſer State, reach*d towards 
the Angelick Lite, "and convers'd in 


Fleſh and Blood as if they had been 


without it. And there we ſhall find 
thoſe good-natur*'d compaſſionate Spi- 
rits, who have been liberal in their 
Diſtributions, /e upported, and refreſhed 
the Poor : Who according to our Sa- 
viour's Command, have tranſported 
their Effects beyond the Gulph, and re- 
mitted their Wealth to Heaven. Belo- 
ved, let- our warmelt Wiſhes make 
haſte to this Place of Reſt, to this blef- 
ſed Company : Let our Afﬀections be 
thus exalted and refind; And God 


conſider us accordingly ; and increaſe 
the Reward, in proportion to the Pu- 
rity of Deſire. 


F 2 Part 


Who ſees through our Thoughts, will 


hg. 2” "5 ht 8 : 
38x: Dn _—_ ———— £ 
= = -— © —— " 


V . 
- ——F-7. = 
PEE VE « j c ” EU ET -< —_ —— 
oo "= - _ 
_ - = op 
= —FT = 
- 


—_— 
4 A "y & ad — _ 
EOS + _ 2-3 ST 


- 


(37) 


Part of Saint Cyprian's Letter to his 


Friend Donatus, where after a Recital 
of the Benefits of Baptiſm, be proceeds to 


a Deſcription of the Manners of the Age, 


" TE tells his Friend,that before he had 
receiv'd the Sacrament of Bap- 

tiſm, he thought the promis'd Advanta» 
ges incredible ; he could not imagine that 
| Water, and the reſt of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, , could riſe to lo great a Remedy ; 
that theſe myitick Rites could conquer 
inveterate Habits, change the Af- 
ſections, and reinforce the Mind to fo 
wonderful a degree : For which way can 
Nature be metamorphos'd, and ill Cu- 
ſtor thus broken on the ſudden ? When 


do you ſeea Man that has us'd to regale 


his Palate, ſtrike of to Slender Diet 
without Compullion ? Thoſe who love 
Gold and Purple on their Backs, ſeldom 
diſcharge their Fancy, and appear in a 
Plain Garb. When Magiſtracy and 
Poſts of Honour are a Man's LInclination, 
*tis hard to reconcile him to a Private 
Station. Thoſe who are ambitious to 
have their Levees crowded, and move 
with a Train about them, would be 


ſtrangely mortify*d to live Alone. Ap- 


petites long indulg'd will hold on their 
FETs ns = 
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courle, and catch at the ObjeRs of 
Pleaſure. \'Thus Wine draws to Intem- - 


perance, Pride bloats the Fancy and the 


Face, Anger rages, Covetouſneſs and 


Cruelty follicirt, and _ Licentiouſneſs 


drives onward without Thinking ;. and 


all theſe: purſue their Point as Humour 
and Cuſtom give the fighal, and Oppor- 
runities come forward: - 

Theſe things run Fecultithy'" in my 
Head: and: being {till embaraſs'd" with 
fome:/Pagan Miſtakes, which I thought 
:1t1mpracticable toiftand clear of, T' rook 
the freedom to/prattife upon cheſe Prin- 


 ciptes: And: thus defpairing of Better 


Diſpoſitions, I cheriſh*d'the Diftemper, 
and Ter it for no more than Nature and 
Conſtitution. But 'when the Bapriſmzal 
Water had waſl'd off: the Stains within; 

when. the Holy Spirir- deſcended upon 
the: Element, and the Second Birth  re- 
ford me to a New Man; immediate- 


iy. my- Underſtanding was enlighten'd, 


the former Doubts dilappear'd, and the 
Miſt 'diſfolv'd in Day : Then Seeming 


_ Impoſſibilities grew fealible, Strength 


and Duty were much” better propor- 

tion'd,. and. the Difficulties gave way. 
And to convince you More fully ot 
the Force ' of this ' Sacrament, and the 
Eanſpquia Bleſſings of. Heaven, Pl 
= endeavour 
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a ſingle Perſon falls by another ; but 


tion or Revenge, then Murdering is all 


you ,the:F Bear-garden 15 preparing,.and + The Am: 


People, And here every thing is dull. 


C39) 


endeavour to.open youa wider proſpect, i 
to. clear, the Medium, and ſtrengthen ; 


your Sight. , Iinagine your ſelt then on LL 
the Top of ſome high:/Mountain ; from = 
thence look round about you, and exa-= _ j 
mine the Pace and Condition of things b 
below. * And now the Appearances Po. "og L; 
you'll diſcover will give you a ſtronger tio of te | 
{den of your Former State, raiſe your Mazzers + 
Pity, and your Gratitude, and make you 9 *** - b 
congratulate the Happineſs of ſo great | Ih 
>: +: 6 þ 
Look about you, I fay, and you'll ſee 1 
the Roads beſet with Robbers, and j 
Rocks and Tempeſts not ſo dangerous as i 
Pirates at Sea, The War flames out Us 
every where, the Fields are ftain'd with 4 


humane Blood; Killing is a Crime when 
when Thouſands are ſacrificed to Ambi- 


Commendation, and palles for Bravery 
and Greatneſs. Thus ?*cs not Inno- 
cence, bur Exceſs of Cruelty, which 
raiſes a Character, and gives protection. 
Turn your Eyes now to the Town, and 
you'll -find the Company much worſe 
than 'the Solitude of a Deſart. Look 


the Glaazatcrs coming out to entertain the phibearer. 


"without 
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without Miſchief, . the Blood muſt run 


abour to give fatisfaQion ; and all the 


Pleaſure lies in flaſhing and cutting of 
Throats. For this purpoſe theſe 
wretched Fencers are fed high for che 
Exerciſe, fatted for the Shambles, and 
treated for Deſtruction at no Small Ex- 
pence. Thus Men are ſtabb'd todivert 
thoſe of their own Kind; and to kill 
handſomely goes. for Skill, Commenda- 
tion, and Improvement. Thus Barba- 
rities are not only practis'd, but taught, 
asa Science : *Tis an Arrto be well pre- 
par'd, and a Glory to execute the Mur- 


ther. What do you think of thoſe Peo- 


* Cave. 


ple of Faſhion that are Yolaxtiers 1n the 
* Pit; that chuſe the Dangers of the 
worſt MalefaQtors, and combat Wild 
Beaſts without a Sextexce from the Bexch? 
That dreſs well to appear before the 
Lions, make themſelves fine for their 


own Funeral, and fight nor for Guilt, 


but Diſtraction. 5 
Let us now take a view of the Thea- 
ter-: And here the Entertainment 15s ex- 


_ tremely contagious ; here's a great deal 
of Matter for Griet, and Bluſhing. 
— The Wickedneſs of Former Ages 1s re- 


freſh*'d with the Height*aings of Poe- 


try : Parricide and Inceſt are reviv'd, 1n 
 Dalogue and Action, for fear what was 


ONCE 


es 
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once committed ſhould beloſt and forgot- 
ten.By this 'Repreſentarion theAudience 
are'inftrufted'thatwhat has. been done 4s 


notiimpraCticable.' Thus rhe Memory of 


Wickednels is mad: immortal ;; Crimes 
are reſcued from the Force. of 'Time, and 


fior ſuffer'd to-dye with Age; like other 


things : 'And'tho': the 'FaQts. are over, 
and''the Perſons gone long fince, the 
Example is Alive,and works. Thus De- 
bauthery 1s' recommended/by Declama- 


tion and Geſture; by Wit, and: Credita- 


ble Appearance; 'and the Woman, it 


% 


and-[Impudence':abour her. 
And" now if: you pleaſe:turn towards 
the'Courts of Juſtice : Here 7tis: to: be 
hopd matters:ave" in a better condition; 
This 'Place':you':may poſſibly ;expett, 
ſhould be tree from Blemiſh and Difopr- 
der. If you think fo, youaremuch mi- 
ftaken : The Conſtitution is: von led, by 


4 


the Bar, -and betray*d bythe Bexch;; the 


publick Remedies are:rurn'd to a Grie- 
vance, and the Laws !|wreſted roruine 
thoſe they ſhould- proteQ. The Long 
Robe are govern'd by the belt Fee : The 
Fars and- Scarlet are brib'd : And that 


{ Innocence mayn't go off undeſtroy'd, 
{ the Judge ventures to become a Crimi» 


G nal. 


may / be; - that brought Modeſty to the 
Play-hoaſe, -\ comes. back with-Injection, 


[42.1] ; 
nal. People ruſh intoall forts of Villa- 
ny, without/ much. Fear-of 'being call'd 
to 41 atcornt. For Inftance, Wills and 
Deeds are torg*d ; Nothing 15 more com- 
mon than Subornation,. and Falſe Eyvi- 
dence. ' Thus Truth: 1s. ſtifled, and 
Righr oppreſs'd ; Creditors ' loſe . their 
Debts; and Orphans are thrown out of 
their Eſtates, . People:that have Money 
to-buy off a Penalty, and compound tor 
Foul Practice, -fear-nothing. Knaver 
has ſuclva vaſt Majority,and is growa ſo 
_ faſhionable, that an«Honeſt-Man is al- 

molt.pointed at'; 'To bequſt taevery bo- 
dy, and:true to the'Conftitution,: is rec- 
kond an Incivility, -and--paſles - for I!l 
Mariners. :| In ſhort the Laws are-made 
to comply with the / pyblick--Diforder, 
and thoſe Crimes which have Numbers 
on their fide, lye under varniſhand ſheb 

But to touch upon another Subject : 
Wealth, you may fay, is an admirable 
 Aſſittance, . and Honour has a dazling 
Luſtre. However, this fine Appearance 
is made up of 'Tinſel, and much over- 
rated : Beſides, there's a great deal 0! 
Meanneſs hangs about theſe things : 
You don't conſider what groſs Flattery, 
little Behaviour, and ſervile Comply: 
ance, 1s requir'd, to mount the __ 

e: | an 
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and'furniſh the Figure. What Solid Sa- 
risfaftion is there in'a vaſt Revenue, in a 
Train 'of *"Domeſticks, in' Services of 
Plate, and regaling the Palate ?- What 
Satisfaction 1s there in all this Bulk, and- 
Glitter, if the Man's Conſcience, or his 
Covetouſneſs, diſturbs him ? If he lan- 
ouiſhes after an impracticable Addition, 
or is teaz?d: with Apprehenſions of Mis- 
fortune'? Theſe Atrendants keep Sollict- 


rude awake, -and flat the Reliſh of En-_ 


jyment. And when ithis is the Caſe, 


| the happy Mortal is little better than a 


Slave well drefs'd, puniſh'd in State 
and laid-in Chains'of Gold. | 
Some *People are rather overloaden, 


than 'furniſh'd with Riches ; perfealy_ 


maſter'd by their Money, and asitwere 
Villatns regardant to their own Eltates. 
muy have nothing to ſpare for-their De- 
pendants, no Bounty for Friendſhip, no 
Charity for Indigence and Diltrels : 
Their Treaſure lyes hoarded, or-cjrcu- 
lates at home; and ſometimes their Fa- 
mily and Perſon are held to ſhort Allow- 
ance. And thus they ſeem to keep rheir 
Money rather tyom other People, than 
jor themſelves. HS 


In a Word, let's go a little higher in_ 
| the Contemplatian: And here youll! 
| perceive that even Princes have not their 
| G2 Grandeur 
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Grandeur without Abatement. The Mag- 


nificence-of - their , Courts are not always 


Entertaining Amuſements: Diſquiets will 


ſometimes: crowd thro? allthis Equipage 
and Appearance. The Attendance of their 
. Guards,and the Force of thetrArmies, are 
no ſufficient DNetence againſt Alarms and 
uneaſy Thinking. If they provearbitrary 
and tyranmical, rhey are afraid-of their 
own Strengrh: They are anx1ous leſt that 
Soyereiga. Power which makes them 
dreadful to. rheir Subjects, ſhould recoil 
in a Revolt, and be turn'd againſt them- 
ſelves. 'Thys:this: ſublime Station proves 
often {lippery.z the Monarch is flatter'd 
| by his Circumſtances tobe more eahily 
 betray'd, falured for a Stab, and rais'd 
to-.an Eminence. to make the Fall the 
heavier. ;. Thus the Reverſe of. Fortune 
 firikes hard upon Crown'd Heads ; the 
Cloud-{breaks in a Tempeſt ; and: their 
Calamitics are proportian'd totheir Con- 
dition.-., T io $3-45 " [23 1 ETHIRY 4-3: L 
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TAtience-being; my. Subje&iat i pre- 1 
|; - {ſent;; dearly Beloved,:'whence canT Of rhe 3 
take my rife better, than by obſerving tO ratientia. 4 
you, that without ſore. Degrees of this an 
Vertue,-yon'can neither learn nor im+- | 
prove; by the. Diſcourſe:' | Bur'a Hint 
may be ehough for this purpoſe. I'mult 
confeſs, :1; know:no Inftance of Duty i 
within the compais. of the Chritzan Reli- Fl 
gion, that has more Serviceableneſs and | al 
Luſtre in't than ithat-I am: now :upon. 1 
Even the Pagan Philoſophers make pre- : 
tenſions to. this good Quality : But fince [2 
they are underfurniſh'd - ro: pronounce wh 
upon the Queſtion ; ſince the Wiſdom of _  .. 
this World: i Fooliſhneſs with 'Godz their 1g, © 
Patience. mult be counterteittoo. Indeed 
where-there' 1s no good Rule to direct, 
Practice [muſt / ramble: and” miſcarry of 
courſe. The Behaviour of . theſe Philo. 
ſophers is ſufficient to prove the Charge, 
and: ſtrike them: out- of: all Claim to the 
CharaRer of Wiſdom : For a Wiſe Man 
15 unpretending,' gentle,,-and/ ſmooth- 

| temper'd; but theſe Sages are neither 

| onenor rother:: They:arepaſſionate and 
haughty, and too: [muctvipleas?d wirh 

| themdelves, to pleaſe. God . Almighty. 
[47'9 %, Patience 
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Patience: can never dwell with ſo much 


Confidence. and Conceit, - and ' where 


Pride and Oftentation looks ſo open and 
undiſguis'd. But as for us Chriſtians, who 


are to be great in PraQtice more than 


Talk, rather to Live, than-drefs like Ad- 
_ mirers of Wiſdom, and value the Con- 
{crouſneſs: | above: the * Commendation 
of a good Actien ; let us who' profeſs 
the:Worſhip of the 'True God, govern 


% 


y that Patienceſo ſtrongly recommended 
andenjoind.: yt oooh en ded 
This Vertue is-of High Deſcent, *tis 
_ exercis'd Above, and lyes in'common be- 
_ tween Mortals and the Deity. 'Fhus the 
Dignity of this Original beſpeaks its Ex- 
cellency :. But-then *tis no Incommuni- 
_ cable Artribute:: God has pur-it in our 
power to produce ſomething of the ſame 
kind, done us the honour to approach 
His Nature,  and'' reſemble; His Per- 
teQtions: And have we no ambition to be 
like the Sovereign Being ?: If God is our 
Lord and Father, we ſhould: anſwer the 
Duty of both : Relations. ' Servants 
| ſhould be obedient, and Sons hold up to 
their Deſcent. Now how far the Pa- 
_ tience of. God reaches, we may learn in 
fome meaſure,'/by the Aﬀronts from the 
Pagan Religion. Men ſet up rival Dei- 
ho Þ.2 FICS, 


our Conduct by His Laws, and manage 


(47) 

ties, are licentious in their Solemnicies, 
and..run after Scandalous Obje&s of 
Worſhip :. And yet God ſuffers this Re-' 
volt.z ; His Goodneſs 1s not tir'd with all 
this Provocation; His Bounty is: contt- 
nued,. . and | His: Bleſſings diſpenced, 
without DiſtinCtion. -; The Day. dawas, 
and\the-Sun.ſhings upon Good and Bad : 
Every- body. has an equal ſhare in theſe 
Liberalities of! Providence :. A; wicked 
Wretch finds bis: Account'in a Shower of 
Rain,: no leſs.than his Honelt Neigbour : 
Knaves and Men. of Probity,: Atheiſts 
is I 2nd Saints, .People that thank God for 
xx I what they. baye,. and thoſe. who.never 
he think . of Him, fare much alike in: theſe 
IX matters... 'The Seaſons. come . up,. the 
ni- MW Winds blow,. the Rivers conrinue. their 
ur Ml coutfe, the Trees afford their Merdure, 
me I and the Fruits ripen, for , the Worlt as 
ich well as the Bett, And notwithſtanding 
ers all-chis Ingratitude and Contempt, God, 
as it were, moderates His Anger and re- 
ſtrains His Reſentment. . And tho? Re- 
venge isalways in His Power, He chules 
Clemency and Forbearance,, and merci- 
fully waits for the RecolleCtion of Sin- 
ners.\. He has ſolemnly declar?d He has 
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that he. turn from his Way and live. Thus 

upon this Motiye the Prophet Joe! ex- Joel ii. 
hiorts 


10.Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but corn 


| (48) 

horts to Reforniation : Tayn avto the Lord 

jour Gol, for Be 's Gracious and Mercifal, 
Stow to Anger, uni vepents him of the Evil. 

- God 'defers the Execution” of His Ju: 
 ſiice till' the Ungodly are 'pait'remedy, 
till Life is ſpent in Rebellion; and the 
_ Opportunities''of Repentanee '; are over. 


And that Patience is rhe Temper of God 
5. Marcy We may learn farther from Saviour's 
V- 43, $coIN ſtruftion: Te have heard, 1ays 'He,' that 


it has been ſaid thou ſhalt” Hove rhy Neigh- 
bour, and-hate thine Enemy + But 1; fa 
 wntogon lope jour Enemy,” to good to "them 
that hate you, and pray for hoſe that pes 
Jon, that you may be the Children Jour Fe 
ther Which # tn Heaven." For | 
His Sun to riſe on the Ewvil a#d on the Good-- 
Be ye therefore peifee, a5 your: Heavenly Fi. 
br is Per fett.. Gentleneſs then, and be- 
= Hilpoſicion, is /the'' Teſt of Per 
oy ves 'us the Offipritig of Hez- 
ven, riſes towards the'State of Inno- 
cence, "age the Standard' 'of- Paradiſe. W - 
What an Honour is 'it'to copy after iſ * 
Great an Original, and tobe Maſter of fo 
Divine a Quality ? And how happy muſt 
we be in having the Nature of God 
transfusd' into us? ' Neither | did-- our 
Bleſſed Saviour only ſet us the Rule for 
Iaprayeiipat,. bur led che Way > 
wIl 


PTTL  F 
Own Example : His Incarnation, and 
the Circumitances of His Life, are a 
Strong Image of this Attribute, 'Ihout 
He was of the Same Eilence and Digni-' 
ty with the. Father, He condeſcended to 


Foy the Littleneſs of Humane Nature, and þ 
54 to the moſt Unturniſh'd Condition of | f 
> MM that too: Tho? Lord of the Univerſe, _ 1 
hat He took upon Him the Form of 4 Servant, Philip. it. it 
ph. He was Rich, but became Poor for our ſakes. — i 
"ſay Faſted Forty Days, and was Conſcious ofxiii. 5. bf 
nm WW Ynealy Senfations; innocent, and ſuffer d _ - 
re WM for the Guilty. When the Devil made his | h 
jy. MM fault, He only baffled cheTempration ; | K 
4: WM rcbuk'd the Aggreſſor, but proceeded to J 
3d.. 79 further Corredtion. He ſtoop'd His : 
Fi MY Greatneſs to His Diſciples, lad the Maſter | 
'he. WM aſide, and treated them upon the level uf 
per. MW like Friends: Nay He did not diſdain to þ 
Tea. W waſh their Feer, to fet thema Preſident f 
no. 2 Humility. He knew the Falſhood of 4 
Jife WM 74445, but entertain'd him ar His Table, ad 
v4 W 42d ſufter'd his Treaſon'to lye undiſco- F. 
fff v-r'd- Further, ro what length'was i 
nut bis Patiencecarry'd, in bearing with the 4 
God Jens ? He labours ro firike rhro? cheir 

our #8 Prejudices; arid conquer their, Unbehiet; 

« for frcars cheir Ingratitude with Miracle®.of 

His Kindneſs, anfwers their Enſnaring Que- 

Own {tions withour Reſentment, bears their 


Contradiction, and their Pride; and re- 


tires from their Perſecution as if he had 


H . been 


© Mat. XV. 


Matth. 
 XXlibe 37. 


a Ra 
been unable to defend Himſelf, And 
tho* this People! had made: the Commanid- 
ments of God of | none effect, kill}d the 
Prophets, and continued 1n a Courſe of 
Difobedience, yet His Mercy | was not 


withdrawn, His Patience was not ex- 


hauſted, but endeavour'd to recover 
them to the laſt. . And.at His Paſſion, 
what Inſolence, what Ignominy, what 


 SBarbarities was He contented to ſuffer ? 
_ He was ſpit upon, crown'd with Thorns, 
and nail'd to the'Croſs; inſulted as the 
 meaneſt, and tortur'd as the greatelt. 


Maletactor.. The Judgeof the World is 
{et to the Bar ; Truth is over-bora with 


— Falſe Witneſs; Innocence charg'd with 


Guilt ; and. Juſtice made unrighteous. 
And when Nature broke out.in Prodi- 


_ gies, and abhorr'd the Spectacle ; when 


the Rocks rent, the Graves open'd, the 
Earth was in Convulfions, and the Sun 
preternaturally eclips'd, our Bleſſed Sa- 


_ viour was pleas'd to be ſilent and paſhve 


all-the - while, to cover His, Deity, and 
and keep His Majeſty conceal'd. And 
afterall this Uſage, He pardons without 
Exception,, His Mercy is barr'd. againlt 
no+ body: ; ' His Church ſtands always 


open, and His' Murtherers may _ be re- 


ceiv'd. _ Thoſe: unprovok'd Enemuies, 
who carry'd their Averſion to the eq 


* | 


_-X wed 
moſt, who miſreported His 'Dodtrine, 
blaſphem*d His Miracles, and purſued 
Him to the Cos even theſe Men, if 


they repent and own. their Faults, are 
entirely forgiven. Are forgiven? Yes, 
they are rewarded too, and made happy 
tor ever in Heaven. And can Patience 
and Goodneſs be further defcrib'd than 
This? Thoſe that ſhed the Blood of 
Chriſt have the Benefir of His Pafſion, 


and live by that Life they deſtroy'd. 


Had our Saviour's, Patience been leſs cx- 
tenſfive, the Church had wanted Saint 
Paal for an Apoſtle. 


Now ſince Ubriſt is our Way to diret 


us, let us att by His Example, and fol- 
low His Steps. Saint Johz aſſures us, 
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That he that /ays he abides in Him, ought jo ;. a W 
to malk, even as Hewalk'd. Saint Peter 1 Pet. ii. \ 
preſſes the ſame DoQtrine ; Chriſt /#ffer?d 21:23 | = 


for us, leaving us an Example to follow His 
Steps ; Who mhen He was revil'd, revild 
vot again ; when He ſuffer*d 
ot, Thus the Patriarchs, and Pro- 
phets, the Types of the Mefiah in the 


Vid Teflament, were all of them remar- 


kable for, Patience Thus Abraham, the 
Father 'of the Faithful, went thro? the 
hardeſt T'ryal, bore down the Relu- 
tancs of Fleſh and Blood, and refign'd 


to the ſacrificing his Son. Thus Facob 
| H 2 gave 


He threaten'd 


Genel. 


(52) 
gave way to Eſav's Roughnels, and re- 
tir?d unfurni{h®d} out of: his own Coun- 
try. And Joſeph, tho? mark*d for Mur- 
ther, and foldifor a Slave, nor only for- 
gave his Brethren, but fed them thro? 
the Famine, and let the Relation revive 
. upon him. © Moſes, fo remarkable for his 
Meeknels, ' met with very ill Returns ; 
howevet, he intercedes with God for an 
.ungrateful People, who had often mal- 
treated, and. once were ready to ſtone 
him. David,, our Saviour's Anceſtor, 
Was. an illuſtrious Inftance of this Ver- 
tue, and came up. to' the' Chriſtian 
Height, When Sa«l had entertain'd a 
moſt unreaſonable Averſlion, {lander'd 
his Innocence, hated his Merit, and pur- 
ſued his Life ; it -pleas'd} God to put this 
\, Prince in' David's: Power : 'He might 

- ealily have. ſeizid\the Opportunity, dit- 
 abled his Enemy, and taken a full re- 
venge. Inſteadof this, he 'retires trom 
the Advantage, only acquaints the King 
how much-he lay at mercy, and re- 
primands his 'Froops for guarding their 
Maſter no. better. 'The Prophets who 
were killd-jor maintaining their Chara- 
cter; the Martyrs who 1uffer'd for the 
Chriſtian Belief; all:theſe Worthies, fo 
.nobly diſtinguiſh'd, made their Way to 
Glory by. Paſhveneſs and Refigaation 


For . 


LO... a7 
For there's no coming at a Crown of 
| this nature, without breaking thro? 
Pain, and ſubmitting to Extremities. 
"And to ſhew the N eceſlity tor Patience 
more at length, let us conſider the Fate 


we are born to, and the Sextexce paſs'd 2] 
upon Adam, and his Poſterity ; Unto Gene iii 
Adam God ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt eat- 
an of the Forbidden Tree, curſed is the 
Groand for thy ſake: In Sorrow ſhalt 
thon eat of it all the Days of thy Life. 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thoa eat. 
Bread, till thou return unto the Ground. 
Now- there's no Time can pretend an 
a Exemption: The Diſadvantage de- 


"d ſcends upon Succeſſion ; and till Death 
Te brings a Releaſe, we areall of us lable 
Us to the Penalty. Drudging and Fatigues 
ht are the common Lot of Mankind, Lite 
il can't be ſupported without them : . 
[C- Rough Accidents are not unfrequent, 


om || Diſappointments will happen, and 
Cares crowd in' ; fo that without Forti- 
tude and Firmneſs there's no going on at 
any degree of Eiſe and SatisfaQtion, 
_ Thus far the Generality are con- 
cern'd : But then Chriſtians have more 
occalion for Patience than other People. 
The Devil has a particular ſpite to them, 
they have ſolemnly defy*d his Claim, and 
renounc'd his Worſhip, and muſt expect 
hich CO Mn to 
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to be attack'd with more Diligence and 
Fury than the .reft. Thus, belides the 
Common Methods of Temptation, he 
makes. more formidable Preparations, 
and raiſes ſtronger Batteries againſt the 
Faithful. Thus a Perſecation comes on ; 
_  Weareftript of our Eſtates, and dragg'd 
to Priſon : We have Racks and Fire to 
* m0 thro': * Lions and Tygers are let 
whji- loole upon us. The Devil and his 
tte4:7- Agents itrain their Invention, and exert 
their Strength, to heighten the Torture 
and rake the Senſes And is there not 
need of greak Patience to bear up againſt 
all this? Unleſs our Conſtancy is well 
harden'd, unleſs our Reſolution ts un- 
common, this fery Tryal will prove too 
much. Our Bleſſed Saviour foretold the 
Condition of His Diſciples : He let 
J->n xvi. them know that in this World they ſhould 
Mat-LZiv. þg/e Tribulation : And He that endures to 
the End ſhall be ſaved. Thus we ſee Per- 
feverance1s requir'd : But where ſo much 
15 felt and fear'd, this Vertue, without 
Parience, mult be impratticable :; With- 
out Patzexce the Main Props of Duty 
give way, and the Foundation of Pra- 
&tice ſinks under us; Fazrth fails, and 
Hope runs backward to Deſpair. Thelc 
Vertues ſuppoſe the Abſence of the Ob- 
tet deſir'd, and require. Strength and 
urn © Endurance 


ce: MIS2 

Endurance to carry them thro'. We 
walk by Faith, not by Sight : And have 
Happineſs in proſpeCtt, bur not in pollefe 


, ſion... The Apoſtle tells us we are ſaw'd by 
; Hope. But: Hope and Fruition are 1n- 
4 conliſtent : For what a Man ſees why does he 
0 yet hope for? Bur if we take hold at a 


diſtance if we faſten unpoſſelsd; If ne, 
is hope for what we don't ſee, theu with Pa. 
t tience we wait for at; Thus we ſee Pa- 

re tience is requiſite to make Practice and. 

ot Bl Principles agree, to perfect what's well 

1'; WM begun, and. bring us to the End of our 
ell Expectations. Thus the Apoſtle ex- Galat- vi. 
n- I horts us zot to be weary in well doing, for 

oo Bl that in: rime we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 

he I Such RecolleQtion is neceſſary. to alarm 

let MW our Caution, and animate our Endea- 

uld Ml yours; that we may noc-beſurpriz'd by 

5 70 Ml [ntereſt, or overborn by Terror, faint in 

er. MW the midit of a glorious Undertaking, 


ach MI and loſe the Things we have wrought. _ x John; 


out Further, Parzexce not only keeps Duty. 
'th. Malive, ripens Improvement, and waits 
the leiſure for Reward ; *tis likewiſe a_ 
Yecurity toan honeſt Mind, and a good 
Defence tor Vertue. By this Aſſiſtance 
we. are prepar'd ro encounter the Ene- 
my, to ſtand boldly in the Breach, and 
repel the Attack. ?Tis an Anxiliary to 
Heaven, and ſerves under the Holy 
Ghofe. 


(56) 


Ghoſt. Thus the Soul is enabled' to 


ſuſtain the Charge of the Senſes, and 


break the Force of Fleſh and Blood. To 


Mortale 
Crimen 


an - 


give a few Inſtances, from whence we 


may collett the reſt ; Knavery, Whore. 


dom, and Murther, we know are Mor- 
tal: Sins: Now let a Chriſiaz be well 


arm'd with Patience, and he will be true 


to his Profeſſhhon, Cheating wo'n't pet 


_ the better of Honeſty, the Temple of Goa 


wo'n't be profan'd with Licentious Pra- 
tice, 'nor that Hand which has held 


. the Holy Excharift, be ſtain'd. with 


Streaks of Blood. Charity, or Benev- 


lence, is the Principle of Friendſhip, the 
Cement of Union, and the Baſis of 
ood Correſpondence ; the Apoltle pre: 
ers it to Faithand Hope; to exhauſting 
our ſelves for the Poor ; and even to 


Martyrdom it fel Now take Pariexce 


from this Vertue, and *twill preſently 


grow languid and wither : For when 


_ 1Cor.-xiii. 


there's no Root to convey the Nouriſh- 
ment, and ſupport the Plant, it mult dyc 
of courſe. For this reaſon the Apoſtle, in 
his Deſcription of Charity, ' puts Patience 
into the CharaCter. Charity,ſays he, ſuffers 


long, and « kind ; Charity envies not, vaunts 


z0t it ſelf, is not pufſed ap, is not eaſily pro- 
Vok'd ;, bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, enaxres all things. TR 


B10 
by endaring all things, it continues it ſelf. 
This is the Laſting Ingredient, and pre- 
ſerves the Vertue from Decay. And 
elſewhere he exhorts to lozg ſuffering, for- Febeſ. iv 
bearing one another in Love, endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of 
Peace. Giving us to underſtand that 
without Forbearazce, neither Unity, nor 

Peace, could be expected. What do 
you think of our being commanded not 
to ſwear, not to ſpeak evil of any Man, 
nor demand Satisfaction for Small Da- 
mage ? To forgive Injuries, tho? never 
fo often repeated ? To love your Ene- 
mies, and pray for them that perſecute 
you ? Can you ſtand thus guarded, and 
_ practiſe all this Self-dexzal, unleis Patieace Jam. i 
has had its perfett work ? *T'was this which 
made the firſt Martyr Saint Stepher 
unreſenting, - when {fton'd to death; 
not ſollicit tor Vengeance upon his Ene- 
mies, but expire in a Prayer for their \. ,;;. 
Pardon. I need not diſcourſe, that Palſ- 
fion, Rancour, and Malice, are not al- 
low*d a Chriſtian : Let Patience keep the 
Paſs, and theſe hoſtile Qualities will be 
forced to retire : The Mutiny will ceaſe, 
and th. Storm within blow aver; and 
the Mind be prepared for the God of 
Peace to dwell in. Sn 
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To proceed, We ſhould conſider hu- 
mane Life is ſlenderly fenc*'d, Rugged 
Impreſſions are unavoidable, and we lye 
terribly expos*d to the Incurlions of 
Pain. After Adam's ,Tranſgreſhion the 
Privilege of Immortality went off, and 
our Bodies were no longer impregnable : 
'The Sentence of Death brought Weak- 
neſs and Paſſive Nature upon us; and 
there's no recovering the firlt Conſtitu- 
tion till after the Reſurrection : While 
our Bodies are thus unfortify'd, there 
will be noliving without Struggle and 
Conteſt: And which way can the Shock 
| be born, and the Ground maintain'd, 
without Patiexce to ſupport us? Some- 
times Afflictions come thick and heavy, 
and beat hard upon the Mind: "They are 
ſent to examine our Temper, and prove 
our Reſignation. Amonglt theſe may be 
reckon'd unexpected Poverty, the Rage 
of PFevers, and the Racking of the | 
Stone; the Anguiſh and Nauſeouſneſs of 
Ulcers, and the Loſs of thoſe we lov'd 
beſt. And here the Difference between 
Good and Bad People is clearly diſco- 
verd; The Latter fly out into loud 
 Complaiats, and ſometimes expoſtulate 
to Blaſphemy ; whereas the other re- 
ceive the Stroke with Submiſſion, and 
bring ao charge of Rigour againſt Pro- 
|  vidence- 


L 59 ] 


vidence. Thus the Metal is tryed by the Ecclus. ii, 


melting, and when right *twill ſhine 
from the Furnace. Thus Job's Virtue 
was put to the proof, and came off 
brighten'd, and burniſh'd. Whar En- 
gines did the Devil play at this holy 
Man? What various Calamities were 
pour'd in ? And with what Force was 
he batter*d ? His Wealth is ſnatch'd and 
deſtroy*d ; a Tempeſt blows down the 
Houſe, and buries his Children under 
the Ruins: And, which is harder, theſe 


Misfortunes come together ; there's no 


Interval between the Blows; no Time 


for Breath and Recovery : To which we 


may add how deeply he ſuffer*d in his 
Perſon : His Body was all Sores and Pu- 
trefaction : The Pain and the Spectacle 


was Frightful ; and he ſeem'd only kept 


alive to be Tortur*d. And to ſet a 
ſharper edge upon the AMiction, the 
Devil prompts his Wite to provoke him 
to Blaſpheme. However, Job's Patience 
continued unbroken : He ſtemm'd the 
Tide, and rid out the Storm, and gave 


Glory to God when the worlt lay upon 


him. Eos Sake 
And to illuſtrate the Advantage of 


Patience the better, let us conſider the 
Miſchief of a Contrary Temper. And 

under this Head we ſhall find bend 
: -. SS ol. 


an ER 
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_- of the Devil's buſineſs to diſconcert our 
Mind, to ruffle our Humour, and blow 
us up to Rage and Paſſion. Let us take 
our riſe a little from the Original of 
things : Thus the DeviPs Pride made 
| him impatient: He could not bear the 
ſeeing Man in the Image of God: Thus he 
deſtroy?d himſel! in the firſt place, and 
then endeavour'd to drag others after 
him. Adam too loſt his Patience before 
his Paradiſe: He grew intemperately ea- 
ger to taſte the Forbidden Fruit : By 
this Heat of Deſire, this Failure in For- 


bearance, he diſobeys, the Orders from 


Above, forieits the Diving Favour, and 
draws Death upon him. Cazz was di- 
{turb®d to find Abe/'s Sacrifice beit re- 
ceiy*d ; he could not endure a Preference 
_ againſt himſelf : This Thought made 
Juſtice give way, broke the Tyes of 
Nature, and work'd him to murther his 
Brothepg. Had E/au commanded his Ap- 
petite, and born the Cravings of his Sto- 


mach, his Dignity had not been 


{unk, nor his Birthright barter'd away 
tor a few Lextils, What's the caule 
the 1/raelites forget the Miracles which 
{ubtifted them, caſt the Golden Call, 


and revolt to Idolatry? Is it not their 


Impatience at Moſes's Abſence? The 
{lame Diſorder ſeiz*'d their Polterity, 
2 . | ws; p , 3 % $5" | and 
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: and ruin'd their Nation afterwards. 
7 The Meſlages ſent by God Almigh- 
C ty diſpleas'd them : They could not 
f bear the Prophets Reproofts. Thus 
e they overlook'd their Commiſſion, and 
kil'd thoſe who endeavyour?'d to pre- 
ſerve them : *Twas the ſame Spirit 
which brought them to the laſt Ex- 
ceſs, and imbrued their Handsin the 
Blood of our Saviour. ?Tis Impatience 
which brings Hereſy into' the Church, 
_conatemns Authority, and rebels upon 
 Difcipline, which diſturbs the Har- 
mony amonglt Chriitians, and comes 
forward to Hatred and Hoſtility. In 
tine, Patzexce 15 not more glorious and 
| beneficial, than the Contrary Quality 


is deſtruQive. Having therefore weigh*d [7 
| the Advantage and Miſchief of both | | 
theſe, let us chuſe the Right Side of — 
| the Alrernative, exert 19 the Vertue, and 4 
poſſeſs our Souls in Patience, as Christ TH d 
| has commanded us. S _ UKE } 


| And here we may obſerve the Dugy 
| ſpreads a great way, and runs out far | 
| and wide 1n Practice. Patzerce 1s ſel- ; 
| dom' long without Exerciſe, No good | 
| Quality comes oftner up with In- | 
| ſtance and Opportunity. It ſprings | 


' irom one Root, but divides into many | 
| Branches: The Fountain is fingle, | 


[ 62 ] 
but the Streams very numerous. 
*Tis Patience which recommends us to 
God, and keeps us firm to His Ser- 
vice: ?Tis this which gives Law to 
Anger, governs our Thoughts and our 
Language ; which ſecures Peace, and 
maintains Diſcipline; which breaks 
the Force of licentious Appetite, 
takes down the Tumors of Violence; 
draws of the Venom of an old 
Grudge, and lays Ill-will aſleep : ?Tis 
this Vertue which makes the Power 
_ of the Wealthy inoffenſive, reconciles 
the Poor to their Condition, preſerves 
the Honour of Virgins 'and Widows, 
and makes the Marry'd live happily 
together : *Tis from hence that Good 
People are humble in Proſperity, 
brave in Adverlity, and gentle upon 
Injuries and Afﬀronts: Thus we are 
_ taught to = others their Pardon 

without Difficulty or Delay, and fol- 
licit ſtrongly for our own : Thus Temp- 
tations are baffled, Perſecutions born, 
and Martyrdom reach'd at laſt: In a 
Word, *cis this which lays the Foun- 
dation of a Chriftiaz Lite, fortifies 
Faith, and makes Hope ſhoot up and 
flouriſh: By this we advance to 
our Saviour's Pattern, and appear in 

the Reſemblance of the Deity. 
y.0 Bur 


( 63) 

But Beloved, becauſe I know many 
of you look overloaden with 11 
Ulage, and ſeem eager for Redreſs, I 
muſt 
ſelves, and not be precipitant in your 
Motion : And tho' you are extremely 
harraſs'd by the Malice of the Jews, 
by Heathens, and Hereticks, don't 
preſs for Revenge, refer your Grie- 
vances to God Almighty, and wait 
till Time preſents. Let us have pa- 
tience, Wickedneſs wo'n't always be 
uppermoſt : Things will be ſer right at 
laſt, and Condition proportion*d to :De- 


ſert. Our Bleſſed Saviour has aſſurd 
us that when He comes His Reward Rev. xxi.. 


is with Him, to give to every Man according 
to his Work, And when the Martyrs 
under the Altar cry'd aloud for Re- 
venge, they are bidden to re 
ſeaſon, till their Fellow-ſervants, and their 
Brethren, that ſhould be killd as they 
were, ſhould be fulfild., Our Bleſſed 


davyiour, Who, at His Firif Coming, 


was filent under Contumelious VU- 
lage, and made no return for what 
He ſuffer'd, will appear in another 
manner at His Secozd : He'll then ex- 
ert the Deity, open His Majeſty, and 
exerciſe His Power: 'Then as the 


exhort you to recolle& your 


ſt for a little 


Ibid. Yi. 


Plalmiſt has foretold, His Right Hand Plxxxviis 


will 
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will find out them that hate Him. His Ene- 
mies mult fall under Juſtice, and feel the 
Weight of his Sceprer. Then Innocence 
will ſhine our, and Injur'd Honour re- 
ceive reparation: The Righteouſneſs if 
His Servants be as clear as the Light, and 
their jaſt Dealing as the Noon-day. But 
then we mult wait God Almighty's Ap- 
pointment. Let thoſe who are uneaſy 
conſider, that our Saviour Himſelt has 
no amends made Him as yet, nor the 
Judge of the World receiv'd any fatis- 
faction. , Our Bleſſed Lord Who 1s ado- 
red in Heaven, 1s contented not to be 
righted upon Earth. So much Patience 
and ſo much Power is wondertully gra- 
cious. Let usfollow His Preſident, ob- 
ſerve His Commands, and wait His Ap- 
pearance. ForServaats to preſs for Re- 
paration, before their Maſter has had it, 
is to be undutifully forward, and pre- 
poſterouſly indecent. Let us rather 
quierly ſubmit to the Rule preſcrib'd; 
and carry. our Patience to its juſt length; 
that when that terrible Day of Ven- 
geance comes up, we may not be ſet on| 
the Left Hand, and puniſhed with the 
Wicked ; but rang*d 'with thoſe that 
fear God, and paſs thro? the Tryal with 


Honour, 


Of 


Of Diſcontent: | In # Dialogue between 
 Philotimus «zd Philalethes. 


* * 


| Philalethes, f > Grad. Mor. 


OCW; row : What made your 
Friend retire with ſuch Haſte and Sur- 
prize, at my. coming ? Betore he ſpy'd 


me he ſeem'd to be ſet in with you for 
ſome time. . F+ Tk 


 Philotimss., So Þ believe he might ; 
but your Appearing ſent him off: Not 
that he has a particular diflike at your 
Converſation; bur he's a Splenetick 
Man, and when the Fit 1s on him, he?l] 


endure no Company but where his Fan- 
cy 1s pretty ſtrong, and heis throughly 


acquainted, , 
Philal. Where lyes the Seat of the Di- 
ſtemper? In his Blood, or in his Poc- 


"mart: [77 2) 


- Philor. What he may bring it to, I 


can't tell you, but at preſent, I think 
there 1s nothing amiſs in his Conſtitu- * 


tion. 'To be brief; he was bred toa 


Profitable. Employment, underſtands his 


Buſineſs, and drudges at it: Forall that 
he is not - ſo forward in his Fortune as 
many of his Neighbours, who ſet up 
with leſs Money and Brains, *Tis true, 
he is ſomewhat ftrait-lac'd inhis Deal- 

Bs Se © ing, 


<6). 
ing, and can't take the Latitude of a 
great many People: Now when he finds 
himſelf incumber*d with his Morals, 
and the poorer for being honeſt, he is 
apt to take check at the Diſcourage- 
ment, and grow Melancholick upon the 
Contemplation. YOWE-97191 
 _ _Philal. What's the Man angry be- 
cauſe he can't put a trick upon himſelf, 
maſter his Underſtanding, -and play the 
Knave with a good Conſcience? Would he 
have the Benefit.of Foul Practice with- 
out Blemiſh of CharaQer, conſequent 
Remorſc,” or Dread of an After-reckon- 
ing ? Is not this'graſping at Impofſibili- 
| ties? One muſt have a great deal of Inf- 
delity, and a great deal of Lack with it 
too, to do all this Buſineſs. _ | 
Philot. That may be : But this is none 
of his caſe. However, Probity is no 
Armour of Proof : Accidents will reach 
an Honeſt 'Man no leſs than his Neigh- 
bours. Now when Peopleare thus paſl- 
five, when they travel in Bad Way and 
Bad Weather, you muſt not take it il] if 
they ſeem a l4tle unpleas'd. Beſides, 
_ conſidering the [Inſtability of Humane 
Afﬀairs, *ris no difficult matter -to Think 
away our SatisfaCtion. To be clear with 
you, Concern for the Future is an inſe- 
parabie Attendant upon Mankind. 50 ON 
| Z S 
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be above Sollicitude is the ſole Privilege 


of an: All-ſufficient Being: A Being that 


can command Conveniences, and ſecure 
Events. Abſolute and Independent 


Baſe requires..no leſs than Almighty 


Power. 


_ Philal. Pm ſo far of your mind, 'asto | 
believe that where Strength is limitted, 
and Happineſs. precarious, Anxious 
Thoughts will crowd in: I fay this will 


happen, unleſs the Mind'is under the 


_ countenance of a foreign Support. To 


lye- expos'd to Chance, and meet with 
Unconquerable Difficulties, muſt awa- 
ken-the Cares' of all Conſcious Beings : 
In this Caſe, unleſs they are perfectly 
{tupid, Selt-love will take the alarm and 


raife a Diſquiet within them : And what 


Remedy is there for this Evil? None 
that I know of, but looking abroad for 


Help, and applying toa Protection they 


ny fately rely upon. AnTIndigent and 
Detective Nature, eſpecially when ill 
manag'd, is the neceſſary Cauſe of all 
thoſe Paftions which perplex humane 
Life : For what's the Reaſon of Deſire 


or Fear, of Pity, of Anger, and the | 
like? How comes it about the Mind is 


thus toſs'd and incumber'd ? Why *tis 


becauſe our Power is not equal to our | 


Will : ?Tis becauſe we either want ſome- 
F it K 2 thing 
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thing we fancy, or are afraid of loſing 
that which pleaſes us : ?Tis becauſe we 
can't form and: ſettle, change or coanti- 
nue, things, as faſt as we can wiſh : Be- 
cauſe we'can't reward and puniſh at dif- 


cretion, nor fix our ſelves and others in 
that Condition we havea mind to. 


_ Philet. And ſuppoſing \'our Paſſions 


were . regularly manag'd, yet Unfur- 


niſh*d or Uafortify'd Circumſtances mult 


_ of neceffity occalion Uneaſy Thoughts: 
And which way to diſengage our elves 
1s ſomewhat paſt my Skill to diſcover, 


To apply to Diverſion is not always 1n a 
Man's power : Matters are ſometimes ſo 
croſs, they wo'n't admit of this Reme- 
dy : And beſides?tis arthe beſt but a Pal- 
liating Cure : The Pain only {leeps for a 
little'time, to awake with freſh Anguiſh 
upon. you. Theſe things conſider'd, 1 
don't wonder:to find the Spleen fo Com- 
mona Diſtemper. _ 
{.. Philal. Yau overloak the Divine Afi- 
fance. Is nat .this ſuficieat to remove 
our Grieyanices, to ſatisfy our Delares, 


and ſecure us from our Fears ? 


_ Philat, Tf: we cau'd be ſure on't, you 
Ay ſamerhing..- bom ; 
_  Philal, Let us: but doour own part, 
and we can't fail of the Countenance of 


Heaven; But of this more afterwards. 


pa 


2 (69) 
In: the mean time give me leave to tell 
you, ' That Fretting and Melancholy is 
= the wrong method ; asI think Iam 
able to make good from ſeveral Topicks. 
-/Philot. Since you ſeem inclin*d to ar- 
gue the Caſe at length, I ſhall leave the 


Subje&t to you, only with a reſerve of 


Liberty to put in upon Occaſion. 


_  - Philal, T{hallalways be ready to hear 
your ObjeQions : And now the Prelimi- 
naries are agreed, Pl] enter upon the 


APUMment; 4.55 


 'Firſt then, Anxiety and Diſcontent 


wo'n't mend: our Afﬀairs, but rather 
tends to make them worſe. ?Tis true, 
Induſtry and  Contrivance are things 
which . muſt not be omitted : If 'we 
would be Proſperous we mult take care 
to put our Concerns in the belt poſture, 
and ſet them in the Road to Succels : 
We mult ſeize Opportunity, and purſue 
every Honeſt Advantage : We muſt ex- 
ert our Spirits,-and proſecute with Vi- 
Four : And when this is perform*d, we 
have nothing more to do'but relt the 
Event with Providence: For to expe&t 
the Iflue with Impatience ; to perplex 
our. {elves for fear of miſcarriage ; to be 


troubled at Diſappointment 1s to no 


manner. of purpoſe. A Timorous and 
1 Lone Diſcontented 
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Diſcontented Humour is powerful to dif- 

_ quiet, but it! feldom has any force the 

right way. Indeed, if we could relieve 

our ſelves with our Spleen, if we could 
remove' any Difficulties,” or leflen any 

_ did well to be angry. But alas! The Cau- 
| ſes of our Trouble are too firmly fix?d : 


They are not to-be blown away with the 


Blaſt of Paſſion : The Strength of our 
Fears and our Wiſhes can do us no ſer- 


vice. The Husbandman may complain 


becauſe he can't command the Sky, and 
make his own Weather ; becauſe vhe 

Sun does:not ſbine, nor the Clouds drop 

when he would have 'them. For all 

that, his Chagrin has no influence upon 

the Air: All his Impatience can neither 

job Fay the Bottles of Heaven, nor bring down 
- po the former or the latter Rain, The Mari- 
Mark iv. Winds and the Sea will not obey him. Buta 
Storm wethiz contributes'nothing to the 
laying one without. It we obſerve,. our 
Proſperity depends in: a.great meaſure 

upon infeaſible Agents: It depends on 

the Quality of the Seafons, upon Wind 

and Weather, upon Fire and Water. 

Now theſe things are: too deaf and in- 
flexible to be moved: with our Com- 
plaints. Pretrting cis true, may prey 
UITTITIGTHE —_ pan 


Jon iv. Misfortune; then as Jonah ſpeaks, we 


ner may diſturb himſelf becauſe the. 
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the Conſtitution; but *tis not itrong 


enough to command Abroad, or make 
any impreſſion on the Body of Nature. 
_ And *tis often to as little purpoſe to 
diſquiet our iclves at Falſhood, or Un- 


friendly Temper : Vexing at another's 
Knavery neither leſſens our Loſs, nor 
makes the Man more Honeſt ; To ſuffer 


ſenſibly by Moroſeneſs in Converſation, 


is ſeldom the way to ſweeten a ſour Hu- 


mour. An Ill-natur'd Perſon is glad to 


find himſelf in a condition to do execu- 


tion upon his Neighbours Quiet : And 


this malicious Pleaſuregives freſh encou- 


ragement to go on. And ſince Men and 
Things are too croſs and inexorable to 


liſten to our Complaints, to work by our 
Model, or be moulded to our Fancy, 


what is to be done in rhe Caſe ? To per- 


plex our ſelves about what we can't pre- 


vent, turns to no account : Is it not much 


wiſer to draw towards indifference about 
the Event, and let the Warld take it's 
ture?  - 


Philot, But as I told you at firſt, when 
People ſee their Expectations unan- 
\wer?d, their Merit overlook'd, their 
Induſtry unrewarded; when they ſee 
laferior Pretenſions, Leſs Honeſty, Ang 

els 


upon. the Health, and ſtrike deep into - 


. ak ada des etched ct cnt; Dal > < enero ens .A ww wed wn > 


= (72) 
PC. Ixxiii- Leſs Senſe, proſper in the World, and have 
Riches in poſſeſſion; is not this ſufficient to 
raiſe the Spleen, and pur them out of 
huroat? i 4 97 Ho AH 147 1 
 Philal: I think not: For ſuppoſing 
the Caſe rightly ſtated between them 
and rheir Neighbours ; ſuppoſing there's 
no Miſtake, no Partiality in the Com- 
pariſon ; *rwill be beſt however to ac- 
quieſce in their Fate, and ſuppreſs their 
Repining. , What it our Hopes are 
_ daſW'd, our Deſigns miſcarry, or our 
Fortunes wreſted from us? What if 
others proſper beyond Deſert, and 
mount even above the Vaaity of their 
Wiſhes? Why if it happens:thas, our 
growing mutinous, and Malecontents, 
_ won't mend the matter: A Man is ne'erÞ 
the Richer for lameating his Poverty, 
Trouble and Diſcontent will ne'er turn 
Misfortune into Succeſs. Whea things 
fall out unluckily, they often bring ſome 
neceſſary Inconvenience along with 
them, ſome Burthen which the WiſeltÞ ; 
Management can't throw oft: Is it notÞ 
therefore great Indiſcretion to ſtrike inſt | 
with the Calamity, to lay on more 
Load, and add Weight to that whictÞ, 
5:Mat. vi. Preſſes too hard already ? Sufficient for 
the Dayis the Evil thereof. In ſhort, eithe! 
we can remedy that which makes us w , 
_ ealyl 
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eaſy, or' we cannot ? If we can, why. 


don't we goabout it ? Why do we chuſe 


to continue unhappy ? Why do we ſpend 


Time in idle, inſignificant Complaints ? 
That Time, which if vigorouſly em- 


ploy'd, would take away the Cauſes of 


our Grievance ? But if the Difficulty is 


inſuperable, if the Evil is too ſtrong for 


us, *tis 1n vain to ſtruggle with it: For 


why ſhould we be. diforder'd about 


that which we can't help? _ | 

Philot. For that very Reaſon becauſe 
we can't help it. For how is it poſſible 
not to be troubled at'an Unconquerable 
Evil? A Misfortune that there's no get= 
ting rid of, that is tacked, as it were, 
to our Perſon, and haunts us wherever 
wego? 


Phelal. I grant you when an Evil is _ 


tolerable, when ?tis drawn upon us by 


our Folly, when tis ſtrictly endleſs and. 


irremediable ; then Deſpair 1n the Prof- 
pect, and a View of the Neceſlity, muſt 


| make us more unhappy. And why ſo? 
{ Becauſe it ſhews us thar Miſery 1s 1ncor- 
| porated in our Nature, co-extended with _ 
our Being, and purſues every Part of 


«| 


| our Duration. ®Bur that is none of the 
| Caſe ; thoſe Diſaſters which diſquier 
| Men bere, are much leſs in the Cauſe, 


&* 
be- 


(74) 
be either the Diſcipline of Providence, or 
the-Injuſtice of our Neighbours, and not 
the Effects of our own Miſmanagement. 
Patience may bear them, Time may re- 
move them, and at the worſt Death will 
end them. Beſides, if we don't in- 
flame them. by Impatience, the Malig- 
nity will abate, _ the Anguiſh wear off, 
and they'll grow more. eaſy upon Cu: 
ſtom. And lince_rhe Caſe is not deſpe- 
rate, ſince the Remedy's not far of, why 
ſhould we poyſon the Wound, and En- 
rage the Pain? Why ſhould we make 
bad things worſe by untoward Condutt? 
And if preſent Misfortunes ſhould: not 
deje&t us, why ſhould we givein at bare 
Apprehenſions, and prognofticate our 
ſelves unhappy ? I meation this, be- 
cauſe ſome People, ' tho” not unpleas'd 
with- the preſent, 'are mightily diſturd'd 
about what may happen. 
Philot. And it may be they have Rea- 
ſon for their Melancholy. _ Friends may 
dye, and Buſineſs. fall off; Wants may 
increaſe, and Strengrh decay, and Cir- 
cumſtances grow more embarraſs'd. 
Philal, Cowardice and#V apours will 
raiſe Phantoms enough, "and make ones 
Head always hauiited, that gives way to 
them. But Men are not infalhible'in cheſe 
Caſes: Their - BEar are ſometimes -as 
_ vain 


L 35 ] 
vain. as their Hopes... But ſuppoſe their 
Preſages were certain; why do they ror- 


ment themſelves before. their time? W hatneed 


they ſtretch forward, and ſtrain to reach 


' # Miſchief? Wo'n't the Calamity come 
ſoon enough, except the pl go out and 
e an Evil, in 


meer jt? Indeed, to fore 
arder to prevent it, to make the, beſt pro- 


viſion, to guard againſt Accidents, 1s 


commendable Precaution.;-,,But"to uſe 
our Coalideration only to-teaze and di- 


{fturb us, 1s FRrvering of . Thought, 

makes us the 
worſe for being Reaſonable-Creatures. 
to the Stupidneſs 


Abuſe of Privilege, an 


A Maa had better ſin 
of a Brute, and not, Think at all, than do 
it to ſuch ill py rpoſe. - : Vexation i is ſo far 
from lefſening, that ?is-certainly an ad- 
dition to Adverſity : Indeed: the very El- 
ſence, and Formality of an Evil, lies in 


the Troubleſomeneſs of it : For an Aﬀti- 


tion is nothing elſe but a Painful and 
Uneaſy Conditions Now, the more we 
vex, the more&we feel it; and the more 
we feel it, the worſe is with us 
And ſince Anxiety does no.good, one 
would think there was no occaſion toar- 
gue any farther: For where's the 
lenſe ro be buſy about nothing ? 
What wiſe Man wou'd ſpend his Time 
upon things which tend tono point ? But 
Es *% al then 


- ſturethat's ſouneaſy.. 
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then to diſturb our Minds, to Iofe our 
Pleaſure, tro ſacrifice our Peace, without 
any Valuable Conſideration : To be ont 
all This, and have nothing in exchange : 
This Circumſtance is a higher Reproach 
to our Underſtandings. This makes 
Suffering look uncreditable, and adds 
Shame to Miſery. And therefore if we 
can't be weary'd to Kinder Uſage ; if 
the Smart won't make us forbear; the 
- Diſgrace, one wou'd think, might-pre- 

vailior thy puree, E555: 

 Philot, Butare we ſure Diſcontent is 
thus unſerviceable.? Does it not help to 
bring us out of M Circumſtances the 
ſooner ? I fancy Peaple muſt be willing 
to diſcharge a Preſſure, andchange a Po- 


© Philal. Notwithſtanding your Colour, 
this good Etfect ſeldom follows. + On the 
contraryiſuch a Temper commonly fixes 
their Ill Fortune, and ties them faſter to 
the Condition they diflike. For whence 
does this Chagrin, this dark Humour 
proceed? Is it notioccaſion?'d by Diſcoun: 
tenance in Buſineſs, by Tognuoe Diſap- 
pointment, by a Train of Ill Luck! 


They are. bafed in a fair ExpeQaation, 
and their Hopes are blaſted in the Blol- 
ſom. And thus being chafed with Hard 
Ulage, they are apt to tire and grow 
j469 of OE 9s {ullen. 


orOW 
allen: 
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| ſullen: They wrap themſelves up in a 


lifflefs and lethargick Melancholy : They 


Are too full of ſtomach to bend to their 
Buſineſs, and venture their Pains any 


more : They expe to be courted intoa 
Better Condition, and importun'd to ac- 
cept Proſperity : It- Succeſs wo'n't wait 


on them, and: fall into their Lap, they 


are reſolv'd toſeek it no further. And 


thus by projeting Revenge upon their 
ill Fortune, they commonly perpetuate, 


and make it worſe. | 
_  Philot. Under favour, People may 


have the Spleen without being over-_ 
grown to this degree; without being 


petrify'd, and turn'd into Statues: 
Niobe*'s Metamorphoſis won't paſs upon 
ws. | {1 17:5 cull 

\ Philal. To ſatisfy you, we'll ſuppoſe 
them contented to do ſomething to- 
wards their Enlargement ; however an 
2nx10us unconfiding Humour hangs a 
weight upon the Attempt, and;diſables 
the Performance. Their Diſtruſt of the 
Event makes them move heavily : 'They 
fret away their Strength, or are beaten 
off their Spirit : They have, it may be, 
neither Force, nor Fancy, to puſh, and 
preſs forward : Like a Coward, they 


feem afraid to ſtrike hard, for fear of 


provoking the Difficulty. Thus, upon 
WW . A _ one 
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one account, or other, their-Efforts are 
feeble, and diſpirited : Thus they flag in 
the Execution : They want Vigour to 
purſue their point, and fly their Game 
home ; *Tis the Nature of Anxiety . to 
look black upon Expectation, and prophe« 
fy evil, Now ſuch Reading of Dooms, 
{uch. Deſpair of Succeſs, is very unſeryi- 
ceable to. Bulineſs: _ Fear and ominous 
Diſtruſt is the uſual Forerunner of Miſ- 
carriage ; [This checks the Courage of 
our "Thoughts: Thus we drop our 
Hopes, and ſurrender to every little Op- 
polition. FT er = 
Philot. Now, if you pleaſe, to your 
next Article of Impeachment. = 
_ Philal., } fay then, Anxiety and Dif- 
content 1s apt to ſpoil Peoples Tempers, 
and diſoblige their Behaviour. When 
Men are unpleas'd with their Condi- 
om v;;: F1ON 3 when they neither like :hiags pre- 
« V11l, . | | | 
ſent, nor things torcome, When Fears arc 
ſtirring, and Diſappoiatments gra- 
ring on the Memory ; theſe Impreſſions, 
if they continue, four their Humour, 
and make them iall out with the Worid. 
Ir may be their Priends prove falſe, or 
their Children unnatural: It may be 
they have been trequentiy outrag 'd, cir- 
cumvented, or betray'd. Upon this, 
taey are apt toentertain hard thoughts 
| of 
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of the whole Kind : That all the Childres 


A Mew are deceitful upon the Weights : 


hat they are not toberruſted nor valued 
any longer. This haſty Concluſjon ope- 
rates upon the Mind, grows up to Prin- 
ciple, and governs Practice. How dif- 
ferent are ſome People from what they 


were Kr | How ſelfiſh, ſuſpicious, 


and unſociable! When the World 


ſmiles, their Humour runs ſmooth, 


they diſoblige no body, nothing is more 
candid and carefling : But when a Cloud 
comes over them, the Change in their 


Afﬀairs works ſtrongly on their Paſſions, 


diſimproves their CoaduQ, and affetts 
their Perſon to a remarkable degree : 
That Sweetneſs of Temper, that Re- 
ſerve, that diſpaſhonate Converſe, is vi- 
ſible no more: Inſtead of this, they 
ſeem to ſympathize with their Condi- 
tion, decline in their Good Qualities, 
and grow worle 1n proportion to their 
Fortune : They are neither To temperate 
in their Cenſures, fo decent in their Ad+ 
dreſs, ſo. obſervant of Perſons and 
Times: They grow rugged and excep- 
tious, play their Peeviſhneſs at random, 
and fall! bliadly upon Friends and Foes : 
As it Diſcontent would excuſe every 


thing ; as if Trouble was under no rule, 


and 1] Luck was a privilege tor 11] Man- 
REF: 
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ners : In ſhort, theic Management is 
neither ſo agreable, ſo prudent, nor ſo 
innocent as formerly : "They are overcaſt 
with Melancholy, and almoſt ſmother®d 
in their own Smoke. ?Tis no wonder 
therefore they can't ſee about them, nor 
ſtand upon their guard.; they are loaden 
and can bear no more; the Mind is in- 
flam'd, and ſore, and theleaſt Rub diſ- 
obliges, and makes them angry. 
 Philot. What's your next Exception ? 

Philal. No ſmall one I aſſure you. 
This Temper implies -a Complaint 
againſt Providence. *Tis probable we 
may?nt be always ſenſible the Charge 
runs thus high: But it we go to the bot- 
tom of rhe matter ; it we reaſon a lit- 
tle from the Principles of our Diſcon- 

tent ; we ſhall find it ſtrikes at the Fir# 

_ Cauſe, and draws upa Remonſtrance a- 
gainſt Heaven, Forit we thought our Pre- 
tenſions anſwer*d, and our Intereſt che- 
riſh'd as it ought to be, why ſhould we 
be diffatisfy*'d with our Condition ? It 
we were pleas'd with the Goverament of 
the World ; it we believ*d Providence 
took that care of us we expeted ; how 
could Diſcontent take hold of us ? It our 
Afﬀeairs have their ſhare of regard, if we 
are neither injur*d nor overlook?d, why 
ſhould we be diſturb'd at the Courſe of 
_ things? 


f 
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things ? What therefore is the meaning 
of melancholy and anxious Diſtruſt ? 1s 
it not an Expoſtulation with Him That 
made us? Don't it ſuppoſe the Judge of _ 
all the World does not ao right ? That God P2Vili 


bas forgotten to be Gracious, and Hu Merty's 


clean gone for ever? *Tis in effett totell 
Him He has ſent us detenceleſs into the 
World, and then left us to provide for 
our ſelves. How'powertul are the Cau- 
ſes of our Misfortune | How many Ha- 
zards and Neceſlities are we expos'd to! 
Our Nature 1s weak and barren, we 
can't ſubſiſt upon. our own Growth ; we 
have neither Fund to furniſh, nor 


Strength to defend. And notwithſtand- 


ing all this Diſadvantage, God does not 
vouchſate to interpoſe in our behalt ; He 
leaves His Offspring to ſtruggle with un- 
conquerable Dithiculties, with Accidents 
unforeſeen, with the Violences ot 
Chance, with the Malice and Pafhons 
of ill Men. How often is the Rage of 
Fire and Water let looſe upon us ? With 
how many Diſeaſes and Dangers are we 
beſet? How often are we oppreſs'd by 


the Mighty, circumvented by the Inſi- 


dious, and how impoſlible is it for ſuch. 

unfortify*d, fuch ſhort-ſighted Creatures 

as we are, to prevent theſe things? 

Tho? we riſe up early, and late take reſt, and vr, cxxyii. 
| | eat 
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eat the Bread of Carefulneſs. Tho? there 

wants neither Fairneſs in the Intention, 
Juſtice in the Means, nor Diligence in 
_ thePurſuit, yet our Laboursare throwna- 
way,and aSpirit of Ill Luck ſeems to haunt 
us where'er wego. And lince our Caſe 
is thus hard, one would think we might 
have the liberty of being troubled ar it. 
Since Providence ſtands Aloof, have we 
not reaſon to queſtion the Event ? Have 
we not reaſon to be in pain about our 
Afﬀairs, and lament the Inſecurity of our 

Condition ? Yo 
— This is the Language of Diſcontent; 
this 1s the Meaning of an Anxious Spi- 
Job. j, Fit: Thus Men charge God fooliſhly. 
— Thus they cenſure His Juſtice, and ar- 
 Taign His Government. What Short- 
neſs of Thought, what Partial Infe- 
rence, what mutinous Ingratitude is 
This! Their Expectations run high, but 
how do they make out their claim? | 
Have they laid any Obligation upon 
God Almighty ? Have they fupply*d His 
aver" ropporren His —_— or en- 
xx; larg*d his Empire? Can « Map be profita- 
Ro " bets Goa, as 4 that*s wiſe may be eo 
to himſelf ? Well ! Since the Plea of Mc- 
rit muſt fail, are not the Slenderelt 
Comforts Inſtances of Bounty ? And is 
s not 


000) - 
not Providence a Benefactor upon this 
ſcore ? 


Philot. But is there not ſometimes an 


Over-balance of Hardſhip ? Is not the 
Difagreable Part of Life more frequent, 
more ſenſible than the other ? — 

_ Philal, *Tis not generally thought ſo: 
Thereare few People willing toquit their 


Intereſt, to throw up their'Term, and re-_ 


{ſign their Bezzg. _ Beſides, Misfortunes 

may be otherwiſe accounted for. They 
_ are drawn upon us by Negligence and 
Folly, ſeat for the Puniſhmear of Sin, or 


_ the Tryal of Vertue. Belides, we 


| fometimes fare the worſe for living pro- 
miſcuouſly with Il Men. Thoſe who 
{ail 1n the ſame Veſlel muſt take the 
Common Fare, and ſhare the Hazards 
of the Voyage. God's Judgments are 
_ often executed ina natural way : Plague 
and Famine ſweep Good and Bad : Mo- 
ral Qualifications are {ſeldom a Protettion 
in ſuch Caſes : Miraculous Diſtinctions 
are reſery*d for the Other World. Bur 
 Diſcoatent is ſo unreaſonable as to conti- 
der nothing: The Wiſdom of Provz- 
dence and the Laws of the Creation are 
a Grievance to this Paſſion. Some Men 
muſt have the Elements at their diſpolal, 
and the World made o'er again, to give 
 themſatisfaction. The Freedom of the 
= OT Wit 
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Will muſt be over-ruled for their Hu- 
mour and Security : As 1f none ought to 
have- the liberty of doing extravagant 
things but rhemſelves. In a Word, 
God muſt alter His Works, and refine 
upon His Government, to pleaſe them ; 
for they ſeem not to be contented upon 
Lower Terms, KS 
_ Philot. I have nothing to object at pre- 
ſent, if you pleaſe therefore go on. | 
_Philal. This Temper is apt to make us 
apply to Unwarrantable Reliet. This 
Effect uſually follows from what was laſt 
mention'd. When Men are ſo unreaſo- 
nabie as to think God deals hardly with | 
them; that they are abandon'd to | 
Chance ; or at belt, that the Methods 
of Providence are dilatory, and keep | 
them too long out of their Wiſhes. 
This Mifperſuaſion is apt tomake them 
_ overlook the Regards of Juſtice, break 
thro' Religion, and take the Shorte/; 
Way. Thus whea the 1/raelites were pu- 
ni{h*d for their Murmuring ; when they 
were condemn'd to the Wilderneſs, and 
poſtpon'd for the Land of Promiſe : Be- 
cauſe Moſes did not march them directly 
to Canaan: They*retir'd with his Con- 
duct; they reſolve to project for them- 
ſelves, and wait the leiſure of Providence 
no loagsr. Upon this they fight the 4m- 
morites, 
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morites, tho*' expreſly againſt God's _ Numb. 


» FF Command; as tho? they could conquer *'*: +*: 
t A not only without His Aſſiſtance, but | 
, JF without His Leave. Thus when Saul _... | 
: found no DireCion at the True Oracle; xxviii. r5. 
. FHF when neither Dreams, nor Prophets, * 
1 FF nor Urim, would anſwer his Enquiry 
J abourthe Bazzle ; upon this Diſappoint- 
;- HY ment he grows anxious and impatient, 
3 complains he is forſaken, and then 
s KF firikes off from the 4rk, to the Witch of 
is © Evxgdor. Thus we ſee ſtrong Diſcontent 
i MF isa Circumſtance of Danger. An Un- 
)- FF <caſy Mind is apt to hearken to the Firſt 
h Overture, to cloſe with the moſt effetu- 
0 al Remedy, and purchaſe Relief almoſt 
ls upon any Terms. Since Vertue 1s ſo un- 
p {ervicable, ſince there's nothing but Pe- 
S. nance .in't, we mult think of a Kinder 
m Management: It Conſcience wo'n't 
k bear upon Buſineſs, nor give us leave to 
Ji provide for our ſelves : 1t *tis thus rigid 
Uu- and arbitrary, thus dangerous to Liberty 
ey and Property ; what is to be done but to . 
1d break theſe Bonds in ſunder, ana caſt away 
E- theſe Cords from us f For he that is not Ma- 
ly iter of his Conſcience will be Maſter of 
n- AF lictleelſe? | 
N- Philot. "This is groſs Caſuiftry, but you 
ce KY have given us the Remonſtrance of a 
;-> FF NMutinous Temper. 


p  Dhijlal. 
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Philal. Have a careof indulging the 
Spleen, growling at your Circumſtan- 
ces, and falling out with Poverty, for 
tear you make {ſuch a Speech to your ſelf. 
The next Diſadvantage I ſhall remark 
is, That this Temper will make us neg- 
ligent in our Applications to the Supreme ! 
Del Being. Art#otle obſerves that the Weal- 
tor, © thy and proſperous are in the beſt diſpoſi- 
ion tobe religious. This Obſervation is 
juſt, conſidering the Religion for which 
*twas calculated. The Heathens you 
ftnow had but a dim proſpett of the Fu- | 
rure State. Now the Faculties are al- | 
ways craving, the Neceffities of Life in- 
ſeparably annex'd, and every Minure 
has need of ſomething : This makes 
People eager to chop at the preſent, and 
not willing to wait for their Happineſs. 
This I fay 1s narurally the Caſe, unlels 
where Revelation governs the matter. 
On the other hand, when Capacity is fur- 
niſh*d, and Nature entertaind, Grati- 
tude is no Difficult Return : And there- 
tore where the DoGtrines of Providence | 
are receiy*d,as they wereamong the Hea- 
then, the Philofopher's Remark 1s realo- 
nable enough : For Kindneſs draws At- 
tection: When the Grazt is generous, and 
the Texare own'd, Suit and Service, one 
would think, ſhould be no Burthen : ?Tis 
: : true, 


(87) 
true, an Atheift, who holds of no Supe- 
rior Lord, does not think himfelf bound 


| toany Acknowledgment : He ſacrifices to 


hs own Net : His Merit or his Luck are 


all the BenefaCtors he underſtands. Burt 


where Providence is believ'd, Proſperity 
is apt to excite Devotion, and ſuggeſt 
Good Thoughts. This I fay is the Re- 


| ſult of ſuch a Condition, unleſs where 


Pride and Pleaſure have ſtrongly the aſ- 
cendant, For when Men confider they 


were ſent into the World with Marks of 


Eſteem ; that *twas the Favour of Pro- 
vidence which diſtinguiſh'd them 1n their 


Birth and Fortune ; that they owe their 
_ Eaſe, their Plenty, and their Privilege, 


to the Bounty of Heaven: Such Refle- 


| Ctions have a natural tendency to work 


upon the Temper, to inſpire Gratitude, 
and diſpoſe tro Religious Applications. 

But when People imagine God deals 
rigorouſly with chem, that He neither 
directs their Motions, feconds their En- 
deavours, nor over-rules an approaching 
Mistortune ; ſuch Thoughts as theſe are 
of dangerous operation, eſpecially when 
they ſettle upoa a Haughty Expecting 
Temper : Such Thoughts I {ay lead on to 
Diſattection, and are big with Mutiny 
and Revolt: They alienate the Mind 


from Religion, and pervert Men as it 


Were 


CJ 
were from their Allegiance to Heaven. 
Thus ſometimes their Duty*s their Aver- 
| Gon, and they grow profanely ſullen : 
They think themſelves unaccountably 

diſregarded, and in a Fit of Impatience 
reſolve to be even with Providence, Asif 
they intended a Revenge upon the Al- 
mighty : Asif they meant to renounce 
their Homage, and return Him His Own 
 Neglett. And admit their Murmurings 

are not thus loud ; ſuppoſe they ſtop 
ſhort of theſe Exceſſes; granting This, | 
Diſcontent muſt operate to ill purpoſe ; | 
*twill check the Spirit of their Devotion, 
and maim the Performance of Duty : 
_ They'll be apt to conclude with thoſe in 
the Prophet, That *tis iz vain to ſerve 


Mat. iii, God : And what profit is it that we have kept 


His Ordinances, and walk*d mournfally be- 
fore the Lord of Hoſts? What are we the 
better for our Prayers, for the Pious Fer- 
vor of our Souls, for the conſtant Atten- 
dance upon His Worſhip ? Don't they 
who neither keep His Sabbaths, nor reve- 
rence His Sandtuaries, nor frequent His 
Altars, proſper as well, nay more than 
we do? And lince we ſee no Returns tor 
all our Service, how can we perſevere 
with that vigour of Inclination, with 
that Joy and Satisfa&tion, which might 
otherwiſe be expeted ? Theſe are the 
wo undutitut 
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undutiful Complaints of a Diſcontented 
Mind; thus it remonſtrates agaiaft 
God; and theſe are the dangerous Con- 
mayencesofiits,.; X 
_ Further, Anxiousand Unpleas'dThink- 
| ing, weakens the Powers of the Soul ; it ; 
clouds the Underſtanding, and diftratts_ | 
: the Aﬀections : Thus we are diſabled for 
, the Functions of Piety: Under this 
N Indiſpolition we do bur offer to Him the 144. 1. 5. 
) | Blind and the Lame, To be rightly qua- 
lify'd for God's Service our Minds muſt 


n BH beclearand ſedate ; there ſhould be no 
1, |} Weight. of Worldly Buſineſs, no Per- _ 
,. HE plexity or Fatigue about them. Unleſs 
n KY ſuch Obſtacles are removed, we ſhall be 


in no condition to zread the Courts of the 
Great Kzjns, to appear in the Preſence, 
and riſe up to the Contemplation of the 

Inviſible World. While our Thoughts 

are gloomy and divided, while our Pal- 
ſions are ruffled and run high, while the 

Concerns of this Life have fuch an At- 
cendant, 'tis impoſſible to worſhip God 
with that Steddineſs of Application, 

with thac Fervency, and Cheerfulneſs, 

which the Occaſion calls for : Under ſuch 

Diſcompoſure our Devotions will be bro- 

ken and languid; they*ll want that Ar- 

tention, that Ardor, that becoming Re-. 
verence, which both the Ferlons ppe 

rg 
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the Buſineſs requires. We ſhall neither 
pray to Him with Earneſtneſs, nor praiſe 
Him with Tranſport, nor rely upon 
Him with Repoſe and Reſignation : 
And yet all this is both the Outy and the 
Happineſs of His Creatures. "Thus ' an 
Anxious and Repining Spirit- makes us 
loſe both the Benefit, and the Pleaſure of 
our Devotions; it makes Religion go 
heavily of, and be neither acceptable to 
God, nor to our ſelves. _ 

Philot. Theſe are Unhappy Conſe- 
quences I confeſs, have you any thing 
turther to add by way of prevention ? 

Philal. Yes. Let us' conſider in the 
firſt place that Anxiety and Diſcontent 
argue a Weak-and Untortify'd Mind. 
*115. granted, a little Diſorder at ſome 
Afflictions may fairly be excus*d, when 
the Diſaſter is ſudden, when it touches 
in the moſt ſenſible part, when *tis un- 
| foreſeen in the Cauſe, or ſevere 1n 
the Quality-: Here Diſproportion ot 
Strength, Sharpneſs. of Pain, and hu- 
mane Frailty, may be our Apology. To 
{hrink a little under the Inciſion Knite, 15 
no Mark of Cowardice; where the Prel- 
ſure is heavy and a great deal is felt, } 
Uneaſineſs of Poſture, and Signs of Dil- 
like, are natural enough. Of this kind {| 
are Great and Unexpected Lofles, in our 
Fortunes or 1in our Friends. - Fore 


- [ 91 ] 
There are few People wholly impreg- 
nable againſt Misfortunes of this fize :; 
The Blow will ſmart at firſt, and make 
an impreſſion upon the Strongeſt Mind ; 


the Difficulty, to recollect our Reaſon, 
and exert-our Spirits, muſt be allow*d. 
But thoſe-things which dilturb the grear- 
eft part of Mankind, are uſually much 
lighter 1n the Scale: | Many. of your. 
Malecontents are neither ſurpriz'd with 
the Suddennelſs, nor overwhelm*d with. 
the Weight of a Calamity ; *tis moſtly 
Niceneſs, and Spleen, and Fancy, which 
puts them out of order : As the Pſalmilſt 
{peaks, They. diſquiet themſelves in vain. 
'They are ſometimes troubled they know 


not why,and afraid;ofthey can'trell what. pc xxxir.- 


| Now to be always repining at our 
Condition ; to. be anxtouſly curious about 
Future Events; to diſturb our ſelves. 


| becauſe we are not perfectly out of the 


reach of Danger : To be thus affected is 
no State of Credit: To be often and- 
ealily diſorder*d, is a ſign of a Tender 
and Infirm Conſtitution. When every 
little Rencounter will joſtle us out of 


ur Station ; when every common AC- 


cident rakes. and ruffles, *tis plain we 
have not. that Strength and Firmnels, 
which might juſtly be expected. 

i N 2 __ Philet. 
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 Philot. When you have'faid all, Com- 
plaint and Uneafineſs is the natural Re- 
ſult of Diſappointment. Little People 
may be pleas'd upon moderate Terms, 
but the Satisfations of a Great Mind 
muſt be proportion*d to its Bulk, and 
anſwer its Capacity. Where the Stow-. 
age 1s large, a little Nouriſhment won't 
ſerve. Men of the Belt Condition and 
Pretenſions can't take up with a Vulgar 
Entertainment. ' That which makes a 
Feaſt to ſome People, would be Faſting 
to others. . In ſhort, Great Minds want 
a- great many things, and when they 
have them nor, they will complain. 
-Philal. Great Knowledge, great Ver- 
tue, and great Actions, are Signs of a 
_ Great Mind; but that great Wants 
ſbould be ſo too, is altogether new. A 
oreat many Wants are only ſo many In- 
ttances of the Impertection of our Con- 
dition, of our Inability to ſupply our 
ſelves; Andican this be an Argument of 
Greatneſs? The-more things we want, 
the more we Depead, and lic at the mercy 
oi Foreign Aſiittance. You may as well 
{ay Props and Buttreſſes are Signs of the 
Strength of a Building, as that nume- 
rous Wants ſhould be a proot of Advan- 
taze to any Perion. To return there- 
fore; to be always complaining and in 


KG -- 
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pain, is an Argument of Weakneſs, and 
Ill Health ; Difcontent, when ſettled in- 
to a Habit, proceeds from Poorneſs of 
Spirit : The Man is embarraſsd with 
Falſe Appetites, commanded by For- 
tune, and conſcious of his own Defects : 


He can neither reCtify his Notions, go- 
'vern his Deſires, nor ſupply his pretend- 
ed Neceflities : Beſides, he's unfurniſh'd 


with Courage to reſiſt an Evil : Where- 
as Reſolution and Bravery fences off the 
Senſe of an Inconvenience, and lays 
Complaint almoſt aſleep. When the 


_ Blood is well warm*d, and the Spirits en- 


gagd, the Blows in the Encounter are 
icarcely felt. But to lament our hard 
Fate, to turn pale at the Apprehenſion 

of Danger, to wait an uncertain Event | 

with Trembling and Concern, is mean 
and unmanly. Should not our Mind 
and our Privileges, be much better ſuit- 
ed? A Claim to Underſtanding, a Deſ- 
cent from the Deity, a Title to Glory, 
are High and Warrantable Preten- 
ſions : How can we then be guilty of 


| ſuch abjett and degenerous Thoughts ? 
Let us not therefore deliver up our ſelves 


to Melancholy, lie under the execution 
of ourown Folly, and vainly quarrel at 
Unalrerable things. Let not our Ver- 


rue be diſcourag'd by any rugged Acci- | 


dent, 
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dent, by any Traverſes of Fortune, we 
either feel of fear ; bur let the Digaity 
of our Kind, and the Greatneſs of our 
Hopes, inſpire us with, a firmer Reſolu- 
tion. Indeed, if we had no Reaſon to 
guide us, , no God to prote& us, no. 
Jeaven, tg. reward us, 'twould be next 
to.impoſhible to maintain our Quier, and 
hoon up againſt che Evils of Life. But. 
this is none of our Caſe: On the contra- 
ry, to deſpond with all this Succour, and 
fink under ſuch powerful Encourage- 
ment, 1s Uncreditable: Dejection : It at- 
tets our Reputarion, no lefs than our 
Innocence ; and we ought to bluth to ſce 

our ſelves fo diſhonourably unhappy. 
Philot, 1 ſha'n't interrupt you; go on. 
Philal. I obſerve then ſecondly, that 
*tis much, better to have our Afﬀairs 
lodg'd in the Hands of: Providence, than 
thar the Management and Eyent ſhould 
lye in our own power. Weare apt to 
fancy: that.it, God would give us leave to 
chuſe our Poſt, and carve out our own 
Condition,. we conld make a molt adm 
rable proyition for our ſelves : If we 


could gain ſuch a point we ſhould be 
made ior ever. But then we don't con- 
{ider how. many, Inconveniences might 
follow upon ſucla Change. The Ima- 
gigatiga. is ſtruck with a fair Appear- 
Be els eciou ance, 
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ance, we are ſolicited ro the purſuit, and 
 puſh'd on by eager Delire : Burt whethet 
we areable to.manage our Choice, is a 
_ Quettion we can't refolve. We:don't con- 


ſider how many Dangers we ſhould meet 
with, how many Snares would lie in our 
way, how improbable *twould be tor us 
to preſerve our Tanocence,and difintangle 
our ſelves: We don't confider how theH us 
mour 1s apt to alter with the Condition, 


how the Paſſions rife with the Revenue, 


and that as the Fortune mends, the Man 
oftentimes grows worſe. Pride and Plea- 
fure will make high demands under ſuch 
a Countenance ; . and a great ſhare of 


| Senſe, and Vertue, and RecolleQion, 


will be neceſſary roſecure us : Infomuch 
that next to the Providence of God, we 
often owe our Safety to our Impotence: 
Had we been ſtrong enough to throw 


our ſelves into danger, we had probably 


been loſt. VER 
One Man fancies if he could raiſe his 
Circumſtances to ſuch a Pitch, he would 
ask nothing turcher, and no body ſhould 
be happier than himſelt. Bur does this 
Perſon conſider that many whoare Ma- 
ters of much more than he'defires, are 
yet vilibly diſcontenred and uneaſy ? 
What reaſon then has he to/prefume to 
far upon his own Temper ? Why ſhould 

oY he 
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he believe himſelf ſo much wiſer than 
his Newhbours ?. EG 
Another imagines a ſtrange Myſtery 
of Happineſs lodg'd in Authority, and 
1s mightily troubled to fee himſelf ſhut 
out. Give him but a publick CharaGter, 
-put him in a Poft of Intereſt and Power; 
and then what reach of Management, 
what Reformation of: Manners, what 
_ Service to his Country, may we not ex- | 
pet from him ? But alas! Heis unfortu- 
_nately confin'd to a Private Station : he 
1s bury*d inan obſcure Retreat : He has 
no room to play his Parts, no Opportu- 
nity to ſhew the Greatneſs and Generoli- 
_ ty of his Mind ! But could the Man | 
forbear over-rating the Advantage, | 
could he compute the Hazards, and 
reach the conſequences of his Fancy, he 
would abate in his Fervor, and purſue 
with more Indifference. Were not the 
Imagination ſeiz'd, and the Senſes al- 
moſt overſet with Glitter and Pagean- 
| try, we {nould be better prepar*d to 
examine the Intrinfick ; we {hou!ld pene- 
trate the Diſguiſe, diſcover a new Pro- 
ſpeQ, and pronounce differently upon the 
Caſe. For not to inlitt that the Rich- 
neſs of theſe things hes mottly on the 
Surface, and owes its Luitre ro the 
Weakneſs of the ſame ; not to inlitt up- _ 
on 
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on this, alittle ſtreſsof Thought would 
ſhew the Detuſion of the Firſt View : 


That a Lofry Situation lies molt expos'd 
co Storms, and Thunder ; that Envy, or 
Flattery, are generally exerting them- 
ſelves upon Greatneſs; that *tis either 
batter'd, or ſurpriz'd; and that like an 
Over-grown, Unweiidy Body, the 
Strength of fuch Circumitances hold no 


proportion with their Bigneis. He that 


conhders how iteep and flippery an Ele- 
vated Stationis, {ſhould rather dread rhe 
Precipice, than be eager toclimb the Al- 
cent. Thoſe thus mounted had need 


| have their Heads ballaſted, and very 
Reddy : Without ſuch Provilion their 


Height will diſturb the Imagination, 
and make them giddy : And when this 
happens, a Falle Step, or a Malicious 
Pulh, 1s enough to ſer rhem going : And 


then, beſides rhe Bruiſe of che Fall, they 


are Commonly receiv'd with Negligence 
and Contempt at the bottom. Without 
a good fharc of Prudence and Humility, 
*t15 not fate to venture upon Power, and | 
publick Poſts: Unleſs we are thus fur- 
niſh'd, our Riſe will only ſerve to 
heighten our Vanity, and expoſe our 
Weakneſs, and make us fall into more 
Folly, and Mis-behaviour, than we did 
betorc. Ry Fe 
on And 
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And therefore when Men take up a 


peremptory reſoiution of being conſide- 


rable, without examiiing how fit the 

are for it : When they prefs into Wealth 
and Honour, without Honeſty and Me- 
rit: When their Underitanding and 
Vertues are not of a fize with their 
Condition : When Little Minds and 
Great Fortunes meet together, there?; 
uſually nothing more unhappy and ridi- 
culous. And thus, was the Succels of 


our Jelires within our power, tis ealy 


to conceive how fatal it might prove, 
How often ſhould we overgratp our Ca- 
pacity ! How often ſhould we miſcaicu- 


late upon our Force, be cruſh*d with our 


pretended Happineſs, and like a Veſlel 
over-treighted, fink under the Burthen 


of being too rich ! 


And ſince the moſt Tempting Condi- 
tion 1s thus liable to Miſcarriage, is 1t not 
more prudent to reſign our Choice to 
Providence, and acquieſce in the Diſpo- 
ſal of Heaven ? Should God yield to.the 
Importunity of our Complaints, His 
Bounty might undo us. Thus Jevera! 
in his rallying way obſerves, That the 
Gods had ruin'd whole Families, by 


_ truſting the Diſcretion of their Vota- 


Plato Al- 
Cibied. 


ries, and granting Petitions too faſt. 
And therefore Socrates's Direction for De- 
| Votion 
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- votion ought to be follow*d. This Phi- 
 Jofopher rells us we ought to gray That 
God would give us thoſe things which were 
convenient, tho) we did rot ask them, and 
deny us thoſe which were not, tho we did. 
God takes a proſpect of univerſal Na- 
tureat once, and looks to the utmolt Li- 
mits of Futurity : He lees thro? rhe Ca- 
pacity and Inclination of His Creatures : 
He has a perte&t knowledge of Humane 
Force and Frailty, what Circumſtances 
of Danger will come up under every 
Condition, what Weight of - Tempta- 
tion prefſes tro an over-balance, and 
draws the Will the wrong way : He 
knows our Temper and our Talent, and 
in caſe we reſign, makes a correſpondent 
proviſion, and ranges us accordingly. 
He foreſces how lamentably we ſhould 
be embarraſs'd, were we left to: our 
ſelves; what Rocks we ſhould run up- - 
on, were we allow*d to ſteer to our own 
Point : Thus in Mercy He reltrains us 
irom ſo dangerous a Freedom, denies our 
Fatal Wiſhes, and makes us happy 
againſt our Wills. And is not an All- 
comprehending Wiſdom the Safelt Di- 
_ rector ? Can we have a Better Protection 
than Omanipotence ? And 1s 1t poſlible 
tor any thing to be kinder to us, than 
That Goodneſs Which is Infinite ? And 
O 2 ſince 
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ſince we are much more ſecure in God's 
Hands than in our own, ought we not to. 
acquieſce and be thankful * Can any 
thing be more remote from Reaſon, 
than to murmurat His Allotment, and 
complain, as if our Intereſt was over- 
look'd 7 - | 

Philot. 1 confeſs Pm not at all in love. 
with Diſcontent: It {ſuppoſes a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Want ; *tis a Raking Pal- 
ſion, and 1s both troublelome and dan- 
gerous. 'Therefore it you have any 
thing further to reinforce our Patience, 
and make us caly at all points, pray let 
USNavext. 55: | 

Philai. Conſider then that Crols Cir- 
cumitances give an opportunity for im- 
provement. Dehcacy of Temper 1s 
commonly the Ettect of conſtant Proſpe- 
rity. FPortunate People, as they are 
_ calPd, are apt to take check at every Ac- 
_cident that croſſes upon their Humour, 
and baulks their ExpeQtation. A little 
Cold is ſufficient to tarniſh the Beauty, 
and blait the Growth of fuch tender 
Plants. - People careſs'd with Succels, 
and bred to Pride and Pleaſure, are ealily 
dilconcerted, A Miſcarriage in Buli- 
neis, an Abatement of Homage, a Rett- 
ring of cultomary Convenience, breaks 
cheir Satisiaction, and nakes the remain- 


der 


(:10T.} 
der inſipid. This 1s commoniy the caſe at 
the Firit Shock: But when they are beat- 
en to Diſappointment,thisNiceneſswears 


off by degrees : They grow callous un- 


der Adverfity, and it muſt bea conſides. 
rable Stroke which commands the Senſe, 


and forces them to feel. Frequent 


Croſles rebate the Edge of Deſire, make 
us cool in our Purtuits, ſhew the World 
not worth the drudging tor, and put us 
upon thinking further. | 
Oppoſition, and troudlefome Ren- 
counters, train People to Exerciſe and 
Strength : By this Diſcipline they grow 
more reſolute and firm, and are harden*d 
almoit into an invulnerable Temper. 


7 Thus it happens when the Mind has any 


Vigour, when Conſcience 15 alive, and 
Honelty is impregnated with Spirit. 
Philot. T agree with you. And ſince 
Pm too much convinc'd to conteſt the 
Argument, I {hall endeavour to relieve 
you a little, and reinforce it. I obſerve 


then, that as Continuance makes Proſpe- 


rity grow flat, and leſs affefting, fo Mil- 
tortunes on the other hand, when they 
come to be frequent and cuſtomary, 
abate in their Terror, and ſting with leſs 


{marc than at firſt, The Quality of 
Good and Evil is much rais'd by Novel- : 


ry, and Seldom Correſpondence. 'The 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions are calld up very ſenſibly at firſt, 
and (truck with the Unuſualneſs of the 
Object : Bur daily Converſe ſinks the De- 
grees of Pain and Pleaſure. Whether _ 
the Senſes are harden'd, and worn down 
by Time and Repetition, I ſha'n*t exa- 
mine: But upon Experimeat, *tis certain, 
both Proſperity and Adverſity are in 

ſome meaſure enfeebled by Age, the 
Grace and Reliſh of the one, and the 
Anguiſh of the other, grow leſs by ſtay- 
10g with us. : 

Philal. Your Obſervation 1s juſt, and 
more than that, the Croſſneſs of Eveats 
may have a good effett upon our Ma- 
nagement. Rugged Rencounters, and 
bailed ExpeQations, make Men tor- 
ward to ſuſpect themſelves: They now 
. begin to bring their Conduct to the 
T<tt; to examine whether they have nor 
been defective in Indultry and Addreſs, 
and lie under the Difcipline of their Fol- 
We: 0 
7 Philot. Right : And give me leave to 

add, that Diſappointment reinforces 
them with uſeful Remarks tor a freſh 
Attempt: This awakens their Thoughts, 
and ſets their Reaſon upon its guard. By 
being deceiv'd they grow more circum- 
ſpect: They won't be lo laviih in their 

belief : They wo'n'r pur their Happineſs 
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in their Neighbour's power, when they 
may keep it in their own; nor needleſsly 


trrult che Succeſs of their Aﬀairs, with 


the Honeſty, or Diſcretion of another. 
Philal. And which isa further Advan- 
rage ; where the Mind has any Force 
in't, Miſcarriage ſeldom drives to InaCti- 
vity and Deſpair : In ſuch Caſes, Difli- 
culties are no Aſtoniſhing things; they 
don't benum the Faculties, and ſtrike 
Endeavour dead. No : They oaly call 
tor Betrer Preparation: Rubs and Reſi- 
ſtance, unleſs People meanrly betray 
themſelves, engage to Recolicction, 
ſummon in the Spirits, and put them in_ 
a poſture of Defence : This ſharpens 
their lavention, and warms their Cou- 
rage, makes them wiſer 1n the Contri- 
vaiice, and more refolute in the Execu- 
tion. Thus, in a State of Difficulty.and 
Tryal, we are more indifferent 1n our 
Wiſhes, more cautious, and yet more 
vigorous in our Undertakings : Theſe 
Circumltances give Strength, and Lu- 
{tre, and are the proper Soul tor Vertue to 
thrive in If we conſult either Sacred 
or Pagan Hiltory, we {ſhall find that Eaſe 
and Indiſturbance {e{dom furniſhes any 
Heroes: The molt Iluitrious Examples 
who carry'd humane Nature to the High - 
elt Pitch, have ow'd the Bravelt Part. of 
cher 
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their Character to the Trouble they met 
with. ?Twas Danger and Oppoſition 
which open'd their Way to Glory : They 
were haraſs*d, and perſecuted into 
Greatneſs, and as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ot 
our Saviour, made perfect thro? TiRewin. 

And as that we call Misfortune is thc 
molt likely Diſcipline to train up People 
ro Moral Greatnels, ſoit gives them the = 
faire(t Occaſion to ſhew their Improve- 
ment. *Ts true, a Proſperous Man may 
behave himſelf ro commendartioa under a 
different Condition ; but this can't be 
Known as long as his Proſperity cont:- 


- _nues: One who fits at the Helm in a 


SMooth Sea, may manage well in Dan- 
ger and Diltreſs; but there's nothing 
hike a Storm to diſcover his Capacity. 
Thoſe who never were in the Fe/d ma 
have great Reſolution ; the Honourable. 
may bear Diſgrace, and the Wealthy Po- 
verty, with Eafe, and Dignity ; but which 
way can we be aſſur'd rhey have all this. 
Worth, and Spirit, and Relignation in 
rhem? Which way can this be knowa till 
they have ſtood the Shock, and pals'd the 
Experiment ? Ina State oi Afluence and 
Repole, the molt Noble Qualities, like 
Gold in the Mine, lie hid, and without 
Luſtre. In ſuch Caſes the Owner him-. 
felt is ſomewhat a Stranger to his Rich- 
: ES; 


PD Sh > » 
es : For tho? his Inclinations may pro- 
miſe fair, yet no Man can tel! the 


Strength of a mou Reſolution till he is 


put to the proof on't. *Tis not unuſual 
tor People to ſpeak big in the Face of 
Danger, to come on with great Bravery, 


and yet fail in the Encounter : Not that 


they are deſerted by Providence, but by 
themſelves : They find the Conteſt more 
troubleſome, the Evil more raking, than 
they imagin'd. Thus when they are 


ftorm'd with unexpected Vigour, they 
_ drop their Defence and ſurrender. 


But were Men aſlur'd of their own 


Conſtancy, who could know it bur 


themſelves ? The Reputation of a Grear 
Mind would be loſt this way, and there 
would be nothing of Example for the Be- 
nefit of others. Who could ever have 
known that Socrates and Regulus had ſuch. 
invincible. Spirits, were it not for the 
Hardſhips they met with ? *Twas their 
Misfortune which drew their Vertues 
into publick Notice, immortaliz*d their 


Memory, and made their Fortitude in- 


{tructive to Aﬀter-ages. And to argue 


More generally, when People are di- 
| ſireſfd by Caſualty or Malice, when 
_ they are diſappointed and ill uſed, when 
_ they are not propp'd up with any Out- 


ward Support ; then, they may be ſaid 
FLASLE. = P 2H 


_ 
to ſtand. in a poſture of : Advantage ; 
.then, the Strength and-Independance of 
their Mind is. molt eaſily diſcover'd: 
'Such a rough-JunCure affords the belt 
Opportunities for ſhewing whar hold Re- 
ligion, has taken wi41, and how far they 
are goyern'd by the Belief of another 
World. Now they may. give unqueltio- 
nable proots of the Eſteem they have for 
a Good Conſcience, anda Brave Action. 
In ſhort,, AfMiction both improves and 
diſcovers a Man's Worth : It ſhews how 
boldly he can bear up againſt Wind and 
Tide; with, what Sedateneſs and Mag- 
nanimity he can move thro' Preſlure and 
Diſcouragement : This fets his Vertues 
'1n the trueſt Light, puts them 1n the 
richelt Equipage, and gives them a more 

{hining Appearance / than they could 
have otherwiſe. KORS; IO PU Fa 
Upon the whole, granting the Trou- 
bles we labour under were no Diſtem- 
pers of Fancy, no Reſult of Niceneſs and 
Delicacy ; ſuppoling ſome Foundation in 
_ Nature, ſome real Weight 1n the Bur- 
then ; yet {ince there's an Over-balance 
of Advantage ; this one would think was 
enough to filence the Clamours of Muti- 
ny and Complaint. When we conlider 
we are in the moſt probable condition to 
grow wiſer and better ; when we hehe 
- how 
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how gracef' ula thing it is to beicontented 
with a Little, to overlook the Malice and 


Impertinence of ill Men, to throw off the 
Leſſer Evils of Life with little or no No- 
tice, and bear the Greater with Decency, 
and Compoſure: The Dignity, one 


would imagine, of ſuch a Behaviour, 


might -make us {train for the Practice, 


might check the Sallies of Diſcontent 
_ and make the Thoughts run ſmooth and 


Good Soldiers don't think themſelves 
hardly dealt with when they are drawn 
out for hazardous Service, and order'd 
to Charge a bold Enemys This is a Sign 


the General confides in their Bravery : 


Tis an Argumenr of Preference, and a 


| Mark of Eſteem. Bur here the Advan- 


rage of the Compariſon lies clearly on 
the Chriſtiax Side : For a General muſt. 
leave his Troops under the ſame Little- 
neſs and Paſſive Qualities he found'them; 


| he can neither reinforce their Limbs, nor 


extinguiſh their Fears, nor inſure them in 
Safety and Succeſs : But an Honelt Man 
that {ſerves in a Good Cauſe, has Omani- 
potence to {upport him, to make him 
equal ro the Undertaking, and bring him 
off with Victory and Honour. 
And now to conclude, I ſhall juſt ob- 


| ſerve that Providence has made this Life 
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'a Seaſon for Enterprize and Tryal :"The 
[Reward is not-to come till the Next. 
To be impatient for Happineſs Here is to 
anticipate the Time of Retribution, and 
remonſtrate to the Appointments of 
Heaven : This is altogether as unreaſo- 
. nable as it would be for an Army to mu- 
tiny for the ſame Repole ina March, or 
a Battle, as may be expected in Quarters 
of Refreſhment. REL 
 Philoz. 1think you need ſay no more. 
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